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Reviewed by Henry Glassie . 
Here i s  a good book f o r  a  change. It s t a r t s  r i g h t ,  noting t h a t  t h e  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  musical a r t s  i n  I re land  are  f a r  from dead. Young country people may 
p r e f e r  the  uptown brand of American C and W, but  t h e i r  e lde r s ,  s i c k  of media 
pap, a re  re turning t o  the  old tunes and songs, and youthful i n t e l l e c t u a l s  are 
rediscovering and perpetuating the  old music. Robin Morton, a performer and 
co l l ec to r ,  has put ou t  a  book of Uls te r  songs before t h i s .  But he  has f o l -  
lowed h i s  good i n t u i t i o n s ,  and t h i s .  book i s  more than a col lec t ion.  There i s  
more t o  be learned from songs themselves than l a s t  year 1s vanguard fo lk lo re  

though t ,  b u t  it i s  e a s i e r  to  l e a r n  from songs when they a r e  embedded i n  t h e i r  
s inger ' s  thought. There i s  more t o  be explained, more t o  be said.  

Back when ethnographers were admitting t h a t  t h e i r  descr ip t ive  t a s k  was d i f f i -  
cul t ,  back before t h a t  d i f f i c u l t y  was obscured by deductive schemes t h a t  ad- 
vance the  budgetary wishes of a  normative d i s c i p l i n e  f a s t e r  than they  g e t  a t  
t r u t h ,  biographies of persons-in-the-culture l i k e  -- Sun Chief were considered 
eventful  publ ica t ions .  About t h a t  time, the b a l l a d  hunter  Byron Arnold de- 
cided t o  arrange h i s  co l l ec t ion  by s inger  r a t h e r  th,an e t i c  song category, 
Increasingly,  modern c o l l e c t o r s ,  such a s  Edi th  Fowke, have adopted s i m i l a r  
formats, suggesting the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  s h i f t  from s tud ies  o f  song qua song 
t o  s tud ies  of song a s  an aspect  of the  persona and a p ro jec t ion  of the psyche, 
1% i s  i n t o  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Morton's f i n e  new ,book f i t s .  I n  a way s i m i l a r  
'-to t h a t  used by Leonard Roberts i n  h i s  presenta t ion of the  Couches and q u i t e  

Y -  like t h a t  of Roger Abrahams i n  h i s  s tudy of Almeda Riddle, Robin Morton col- 
l e c t e d  John Maguirels f u l l  r eper to i re ,  and s e t  those songs i n t o  Maguire's 
reminiscences. 

Come Day, Go Day, God Send Sunday is not  an in tense  biographical  s tudy l i k e  - -- -- 
~ a n d y T v e s  I superb s t u d i e s  of Larry Gorman and Lawrence Doyle. Nor does it 
gesture a r t f u l l y  toward psychology l i k e  E r i c  Cross ' grand desc r ip t ion .  o f  the 
singing Ta i lo r .  It .is l e s s  personal than I r i s h  reco l l ec t ions  l i k e  those o f  
Peig Sayers o r  Pa t r i ck  Kavanagh ( t o  c i t e  widely d i f f e r e n t  examples of an Irish 
l i t e r a r y  genre) . The book 111511 remind you most of such , o v e r t l y  f o l k l o r i s t i c  
sta.tements a s  Malachi Horan Remembers, o r ,  leaving t h e  Emeral I s l e ,  S i x t y  Years -- 
a Fenman, and Bob C o p p e r ! ~  family col lec t ion,  A Song f o r  Every Season. Robin ---- 
Morton i s o l a t e s  th ings  f o l k l o r i s t s  l i k e ,  songs i n  t h i s  case, and places  them 
i n t o . a n  anecdotal matrix. Lacking an Afterword l i k e  t h a t  x i t h  which Roger 
Abrahams followed Granny Riddle, t h i s  book i s  l e s s  a s tudy than the da ta  f o r  



a study. We might imagine a second monograph d i rec ted  t o  why John Maguire 
s ings  these songs and not o thers ,  but  t h i s  would c a r r y  the author i n t o  bio- 
graphical  and psychological considerat ions t h a t  are  tough t o  facz while the  
s inger  and h i s  fzmily a r e  a l ive .  (Think of the  sadness t h a t  Sun Chief brought ---- N_- 

on.) I t ' s  e a s i e r  t o  be "objective" when the  s inger  i s  dead. Sandy Ives  could 
know l e s s  about h i s  singer-song makers than Robin Morton could know about John 
Maguire, but he could t e l l  us  more about them. H i s  two books w i l l  remain- l e  
models f o r  s tud ies  of s inggrs,  but t h a t  goal may never be- reached- by -;tuden-ba --  
of th r iv ing  a r t i s t s ;  ~ m e s s  the  scholar t  s o m  e t h i c s  a r e  immature (as  mine S '  

were when I wrote about Dorrmce we i r )  o r  bid.. 

What Robin Morton has done i s  t o  t r a c s c r i b e  and e d i t  John Maguirals songs, 
h i s  in t roduct ions  t o  the  songs end those of h i s  reminiscences t h a t  bring mean- 
i n g  t o  the  songs. It makes f o r  vsry  pleasant  reading, The d i a l c r i *  i s  t rue.  
Maguire sounds l i k e  A ~.erms.nazh men and an individual .  The in fo rna t ion  i s  good. 
There i s  da ta  f o r  you on how s o ~ y s  a re  learn-ed, transmitted, acd forgot ten ,  
a s  well  a s  on o t h e r  aspects  o f  f o l k l r  e--ho~r gardens a r e  worked, houses con- 
ceptualized, .  p o t ~ e n  r n d  -;. Msguirc s f - d l  song r e p e r t o i r e  i s  givan. A s  welL 
a s  ancient  ba l lads ,  i t  includes sentimental I r i s h  songs, ponpously worded b i t s  
of po.esy that  may su rpr i se  the  American c o l l e c t o r  but  a r e  a s o l i d  p a r t  of the  
I r i s h  t r a d i t i o n ,  and examples o f  the  l o c a l  ba l lads  t h a t  make a b a l l a d  c l a s s i -  
f i e r ' s  l i f e  a nightmare, but make the  t r a&- t ion  r i c h  and d i r e c t l y  i n s t r u c t i v e  
about l o c a i  h i s t o r y  and cultura.  I n  a l l ,  the breadth and vs.riety of t h e  reper- 
t o i r e  w i l l  seem fo re ign  t o  the  American stxdent  who knows the  Upland South tra- 
di t ion ,  thouzh it t l l  seen i n t r i g u i n s l y  f m i l i a r  t o  the  s tudent  of  t h e  folk-  
songs of the  Maritime Provinces of Canadz, I spent  ha l f  a yzar l i s t e n i n g  t o  
.music i n  southern County Fernann~h  and John Masuire reminds me of the  s ingers  
I k .  A s  I read, the  only  th ing t h a t  seexed unrepresentat ive of  t h e  t r a -  
d i t ion .  as I knsw it was the absence of the r e b e l  songs of t h e  nineteenth and-  
twentieth centur ies .  The reason f o r  t h i s  ernerged i n  the  commentary. Robin 
Morton didn' t , . ed i t  them out; John Maguire, though a Catholic, 1.ras an adherent 
of  the.  r e l a t i v e l y  conservative M d l y  M a p i r e  fac t ion ,  and the  men I knew were 
r e l a t i v e l y  angry Fenians. So, i n  accordance with every c r i t e r i o n  I can muster, 
the bo0.k i s  a f i n e  co l l ec t ion .  

A t  t he  end of the  n i ~ e t y - f i v e  page, Eorq punctuated, statement by John Maguire, 
there  a re . th ree  appendices. The f i r s t  cons i s t s  of tihe mcsic t o  the  t h i r t y - s i x  
songs i n  the  text. ,These tunes wzre t ranscr ibnd and introduced by John ~ l a c ' g n ~ ,  
who has turned h i s  remarkable ethnomusicological awareness from Afr ica  t o  Irkland. 
The second appendix i s  made up of  the  t e x t s  and tunes of nineteen more songs. 
The t h i r d  has good comparative notes f o r  all, the  songs. The only  important 
l ack  t h e r e  i s  reference t o  e a r l y  c o m e r c i a l  recordings of I r i s h  -songs vh-j-cai- 
l i k e  t h e  h i l l b i l l y  and race records i n  Am9rica, have affect"  the 1Ii.ch singing 
t r a d i t i o n  (though l e s s  than' i s  t h e  case i n  tho United S t a t e s ) ,  Af ter  these  
three,  the re  i s  a glossary  of l o c a l  te rns ,  and, while I might havz chosen some 
a f f e r e n t  ones, t h i s  i s  a useful  ad6 i t ion  t o  the  ~o lume.  

I , en joyed  t h i s  book. It i s  the  b e s t  th ing ~t on I r i s h  s o n p  i n  English, and . ' . . .  
- -it--tri.ll be the p e r f e c t  5ntroductipn. f o r  the American who would l i k e  t o  gain .-_. 

sor@:.feeling- f o r  - U l s t e s f  olkCson~ .(so long a s  he rernen-bers John 1,Iae~uire s pol i -  
t ics ,*and reads something on Orange songs and reb31 songs t o  f i l l  h l s  impression 

' r  
_ 



out) .  It will, too, be a d i r e c t  he lpto  those engaged i n  the  cur ren t  r ev iva l  
of I r i s h  f o l k  music. The book t e l l s  a s  much of the  s inger  a s  it does of the  
song, and the r e v i v a l i s t s  might become inspired-:in a way t h a t  most American 
r e v i v a l i s t s  weren't--to preserve s t y l e  and e t h i c  a s  well  a s  t e x t  and melody. 
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