i T e, B

e B TR oS S AR .

TG P

2
REFLECTIORS ON TEACHING FOLKLORE TO UNDSRGRADUATLS 3

In tsaching undsrgraduate folklore courses, the folklorist

and

has an opportunity to introduce his discipline to students from man{ fields
of study, most of whom come into folklore classes with their curiosity

interest already aroussd in the subject. It is the duty of the teacher

to attempt to fulfill the expectations of his students by showing them

how the study of fclklore can eurich their perception of the world in-
vhich they live, My own goal in tesching iantroductory courses is to

have ny students consider f£clklore as a living process in a sccial and
cultural context. To this end an attempt should be made to diacover

vhat folklore does for the people who use it, what it offers the researcher,

Ona conventional approach has bsen to organize the intro--
Guctory couree on a genmre by genrs basis., Another 1s that utilized by
Roger Abpahams with its acrensement of the genres into a spectrum evaulating
the dagree of interactlion beiween the performar and his audience, I have
found this msthod zn excellent framework for the introductory course, In
any case, begiming with ths short forma is useful, because they are
easier ¢o handls in illustrating folklore in ite context.

' The agsignnsnt of a large collecting projsct is a stand=-
ard procadure in undergraduate folklore classses, This type of assignment
offcre the advinteges of unlfying the coursa and giving the student a pere

sonal’ axperdenced. in the £4eid to.which ha can relate his reading and the

lsclure nsterial. Informaticn sboud methodology becomes especially msan-
ingiva for the students, becsuse thsy are engaged in making their collections.
Burthormore, my experiencs kes indicated that students find a colleoting
projeost extaemoly rewarding. If a largs oollecting project is sssigned,
the (eeshor shicuid provids dotailed instructions early in the term and &s-
elgn shord collooling exsroises in order 0 correct misconceptions and
reassurs the studente that theoy can do the work, Such aspscts of the
projest as the collectinz situvetion and explanatory comments along with
the texte ozpnot be over-cmphesised, Students have to bs shovm why full
end accurate ocollecting 4e ecosential and why a long saeriez of bare texts
is virteelly useless,. .

Tven though etudents rospond vith sone excellent end wwrthe

while colleoting projetts, the best icea may be to make somathinz other ¥gn

tho collechion the focal »oint ol the courses ™e tarcher ghould take ceve
that such extensive projscts do not crowd out other impartant essigmamte,
Perhepa enallor collecting aesigmmonts tallored to the needs of specilie
elosn mectinze or a project dus early in the term would ba more efficient,
Such an eoproedk allows timas for more varied essignments. A project cue
esrly 4n the torm vould allow the teachsr -to make use of the studants!
collecisd matorial in the clagaroom. At the same time, ha will become more
fartiicy with the background of his studsnts end the folidore to be found
in ¢he oysa. Foomples saiccted from this saterisl and used in the olssg~
posi widl be nesntngful end relevent to the students. In this way,
mght sloo discover looul informants to imvite ¢o the claseromm, Use of
informznta in the elaseroom @itustion cam do muoh to gemarats interest
smong ths studenits,

Audio-vim&l eids add & great deal to folklore claszes,
Teps recordings sre cepecinily uveeful whem they osn be camposed to illusirats
vacific lsctures, A% Indiuna Univeraity demoustration tepos oo varicws

subjouts ave availsble frem the Archives of Traditioasl Music. Xa schiood
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" libracies which have record collections and listening facilities, records
- and tapes might be placced on reeserve, In addition, a number of films of
varying mexdt are readily available. tlost schools have facilitles and
funds for renting and showing such films., (My favorite folldlore film is
Tha High Lonesome Sound: Kentucky lMountain Music,) There is a big demand
for Tolklore {iims, howsver, and these must be ordered far in advance,

In conclusion, I can only relterate that good examples
and 1llustrations are invalugble in the classroom. A good idea, thaerefore,
would be to keep a file of illustrative material for quick reference.

Rosan A, Jordan
Folklore Institute
Indiana University
Blocmington, Indisna
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BYXBLIOGRAPHIES AVAILABLE IN MANUSCRIPT FORM AT THE FOLKLORE INSTITUTE

(Thoze intercsted in obtaining copies of these bibliographies should
wite to the editors of the Forum., A charge of five cents a page will
rade to cover costs of copying and meiling.) :

1. Blansy, Charlss D., Bibliography of Industrial Folklors.

2. Coleman, Jon, Piblicgraphy of Pennsylvania Germans,

3. Prabaschi, Elens, Folk Huwsor snd Annotated Bibliography.

be Hines, Donsld, Folk Humor Frem ths Paoific Nerthwest.

5. Hoffmen, Stewart, Bibliography of Folk Humor in Southern Newspapers

Duping the Ante-Belitcl reriod.

6. Jason, Heddy, Bibliogreohy of the Folkteies of the Spanish Southwest,

Te Ecsangmr, Betty, Biblﬂ.ogmpim of Irish Irvdgration and Irish-American
3 .

8, ¥iller, James C., Bibliogreply of Folk Traditions of Amsrican Religious

9. Nos, Anite, Biblicoreohy of Folllors of Minars of the West.

}O. Salyers, Mary Jane, Bibliooraphy of Mining Folklore in the Fast,

11. Standish, lavid, Bibliograchy cf Folklors in the Litersturs of the
0Ld Nopihwest, -






