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INSTRUMENTATION 
 
 
3 Flutes (2nd doubling Alto Flute, 3rd doubling Piccolo) 

2 Oboes 

English Horn 

2 Bb Clarinets  

Bass Clarinet 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

 

4 Horns 

3 C Trumpets  (harmon mutes and straight mute for Trumpet 1) 

2 Trombones (straight mutes) 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

Timpani (F#2, A2); with cymbal, crotales (Db4, E4), bow 

  

Percussion (3 players) 

 1: suspended cymbal (medium), bass drum, tam-tam (share with perc.2), slapstick, tubular bells, superball mallet 

 2: suspended cymbal (small), tam-tam (large), crotales (2 octaves), gongs (Bb3, E4), vibraphone (share with perc.3), 2 tom-toms,  

    lion’s roar, and bow 

 3: suspended cymbal (large), thunder sheet, and vibraphone 

 

Harp 

Piano 

 

Strings 

 

 

The score is written in C. 

Piccolo sounds an octave higher. 

Crotales sound two octaves higher. 

Contrabassoon and Contrabass sound an octave lower. 

 

Duration: c. 11 minutes 

 

  



 

 vii 

NOTATION 
 
 
 
General 
   quarter tone flat 

  quarter tone sharp 

  all trills are half-step trills  

 

 

Woodwinds 
 
  air sounds 

  half air / half tone  

 flz. flutter tongue 

 overpressure increase the air pressure so that the reeds vibrate more intensely, producing a buzzing or growling timbre 

  ord. return to original sound (tone) 

 timbral trill 

 

 

Brass 
  hand-stopped 

1/2    half stopped 

  open 

  flz. flutter tongue 

 
Percussion 
  slow irregular timpani pedal glissando 

 

 

Harp 
 bisb.  bisbigliando 

 strums (with tremolo) rapid repeated strums back and forth across the indicated chord 

 thunder effect create a rumbling thunder-like sound by glissing across the lowest strings so they strike against each other 

 

 

Piano 

   touch lightly on the indicated string (diamond note) and strike the corresponding key to produce the resultant  
    harmonic tone 
 
 
 
 
Strings 
   s.p. sul ponticello 

 m.s.p. molto sul ponticello 

  s.t. sul tasto 

  m.s.t. molto sul tasto 

 molto flautando very light bow pressure, airy tone 

    unmeasured ricochet (natural rebound producing multiple bounces)  
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PROGRAM NOTE 
 
 
 
The title to be forgotten derives from the legal concept known as “the right to be forgotten,” which grants individuals the ability to erase 
personal information from the internet. Rather than dealing with law or digital policy, the piece reflects on one’s own past traces that can 
no longer be deleted. 
 
The work was inspired by a personal moment. Several years ago, I tried to recover the password for an old website account I had created 
when I was in middle school. I typed the email address I used at that time into Google for the first time in nearly fifteen years. I soon 
discovered that the website where I created that email account no longer existed, but at the same time I found messages I had sent to 
celebrities I admired when I was fourteen. At first, it was amusing to revisit my old messages, school projects, and photos of my younger 
self. However, as I kept searching, it gradually became frightening. 
 
I wanted to delete those traces, but I could not. Every account was linked to that long-lost email address, and I had no way to access them. 
I realized that people who do not even know me could still see fragments of my past life online. Some of the information was inaccurate, 
which made me even more uneasy. Over time, I became aware that my identity, as represented online, was not something I could fully 
control. My data had accumulated beyond my reach, forming an overwhelming flood of information, a version of myself that could never 
truly be forgotten. 
 
to be forgotten is structured in four sections.  
 
The first, “slight collapse,” foreshadows the third section. It portrays the initial confusion before fear arises, when fragments of the future 
destruction briefly appear. This section revisits the material that will later unfold in the third section, presenting it in a reduced 
instrumentation and in a condensed motivic form that gradually descends, hinting at the structural collapse to come. 
 
The second, “gradual accumulation,” begins with a single pitch representing one piece of information, and this is the longest section, 
consisting of several small climaxes. Over time, twelve pitches are added, gradually forming dense layers that connect naturally from one 
instrument to another. To express how the same piece of information can appear differently depending on its context, each musical line is 
expanded or compressed through augmentation and diminution, creating multiple layers of transformation. This process depicts the 
continuous build-up of tension and release, where pitches momentarily disappear and re-emerge, forming clusters that evolve and interlace 
like overlapping data threads. 
 
The third section, “collapse,” shows the large contrasts of sounds. It moves faster than the previous sections and depicts the moment of 
breaking down. Material that accumulated in the second section clashes with the gestures from the first section, which was a hint of this 
collapse. Each time these gestures return, they grow in density and intensity. Instead of large sound masses, the music becomes filled with 
short, particle-like sounds, as if everything is crumbling into small fragments just before falling apart completely. Although this section may 
sound as if it has an opposite character to the one before it, it functions as the final strain before the collapse. It is the moment when 
accumulated tension reaches its limit and the structure can no longer hold. After this moment, each instrumental group contributes to this 
downward motion, often moving in staggered descending lines as all layers mix and blur together. The great descent begins in the 
woodwinds, initiating the collapse that spreads through the entire orchestra. 
 
In the final section, “remnants,” after passing through accumulation and collapse, the music returns to what feels like looking back at the 
traces that remain. There are still many fragments of information left, scattered in different places, but they begin to disappear one by one 
as instruments gradually fade out. This process represents an attempt to remove and reclaim parts of myself that once felt unreachable. At 
the very end, only the first pitch A, and the twelfth pitch introduced in the second section D, remain. These two notes suggest a personal 
trace that cannot be erased, a quiet reminder of a self that continues to exist even after everything else has been cleared away. 
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