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Lest the above remarks give the wrons imprescsion it ic imperative
to note here th~t The irt of Rajtime is = good book thet is o
nlensure to re~d because, for once, peonle who arc primorily ras-
time enthuriasis, rather th n jazz sxperts, are wriving about
“rogtime. In wany woys theilr volume rerresents on ~dv-nce over
previous. scholarships snd it 2lso raises many imvmoriant icsues

“nd ruectinong., However, ceri=in wealmnesses, scme of vhich have
been discussed here, prevent it from being the grent vork it might
have been. Perhaps, though,; Tl ws and omissions arz esgentinl
since they nrovide a rexcon fory, and sgomeatimes an impetus to, other
scholars to do further rese-rch. If this volume wmotivates such
2dditional investigaticn then chafer and Riedel ulll have accom
plished more with one buLlwoﬂtlon than mogt mubhc“ﬁ‘dcnleve"zn a

lifetime.

The Folklore of of fusser. Dy Jacrueline “ilumson. Tp. 187, biblio=-

grarhy, tale-type index;, motif index, genernl index, m2p.
London: I.T,., Batsford, Ltd., 1CT3. 46,50 ¢cloth.

Reviewed by Catherine . Thoupe.

The appearance of Jactueline “iwpson's The I o"‘lorﬂ of "ussex
m-rks the inouguration of a new series on "The Toiklore of the
British Teles™ under the sencral editorshin of pre+1a Hewalil.
In keening with the definition of the sgcope of folklore 2s det
forth in C¢.L. Gomme's 1850 Handboolz of Follk-Lore, i.e.,; customs,
beliefs ~nd practices, and stories, sonss and sayince, the cate-
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gories of "unsex folklore discugced by ‘iinson'“*“ locnl lesends,

12
troditional beliefs o~nd wmrgic-l proctice ccagon~l olLzervohces
~nd stock rhymes, sayinpss and “ncc&otos. “lthough not publiched

under the auspices of London's Follilore Cociety, this work ad-
heres to the pattern of the Tocieily's county follslore Vo$lecgicns.
Mo attempnt is made to integrate follklore with folklife to present
a comprehensive view of the totality of folk culture desrite cou-
siderable impetur'fo""tud;os of this kind provided by the Insti~
tute for Dialect 'nd Molklifé Reseorch 2t Lecds Univercity aad
the Tuseum of inglich Rurel Life ~t Reading University. Tolk-
lore and folklife studies, regrettably, are going their seporate
ways as for 2s Tociety folklorists -~re concerned.

TPolklore is employed in this boolr in the narrew cense of the word,
as gurvivols of ora” tradition and custonms. The piclhure ~siven
refers »rimarily to the 19th century, and the first Tew years of
the 20th century before “Torld Uar I, and the revolution iun modern
agriculture 'nd transw»ortation. The ~uthor st tes: "The nim of
the present bool, therefore, is fto zive =~ cohercnt picture of the
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considerable amount of Sussex folklore which h2~ been recorded

over the last hundred years or nore; and come of which is very

much ~live tod~y" (p. 12). iioterislg hove been - -thered froa
videly sc.ttered nublished sources 1o vhich h»s been ~dded sone
d=t2 not mnreviously in print. Nineteenth century sources nredom-
in~tey; making the worl ecmertially o rewritten ~nticuarian collect-
anea from nrinted sources. The author's siyle isg extrenely rend-
able; but fluent nrose is no substitute for field-collected texts
and social context whicih echolars expect froa modern collections.

The "Introduction" describes categories of tradition included in
the volume but f2ils to grapvnle with any theoretic:l or even
methodoloical concernz. “ome concents rhich risht be discussed
in a volume of county folklore include rc ionzalism, types of trad-
ition bearers, social context and function, modern folklore, etc.,
but ncne of these tonics is mentioned. ~ome issues are touched
upon in pasging: the problem of the historicel validity of oral
tradition is briefly noted in connection with legends; the fact
that popular feelings 2re reflected in fol:lore ic stated; and

the fact that regional differences in follzlore do exist is noted.,
Thie ig as far as the analytical thinking goes. . Likewise, the
discussion of the caterories of tradition presented in the book

is descriptive rather than definitional, e.3.,; local legends are
"stories att~ched to some particuler nlace. . .or else some part-
icular percon" (p. 12): traditional beliefs ~re those concerned
with the human life @ycle or with the Devil, fairies or witches;
seasonal observances are "festivals, ceremonies; customs, games,
rituals, beliefs and savings which are linked to narticular d-tes
(p. 13). “1though the work claimg to be written for the zeneral
reader and the scholar, it will 2ppeal prim2rily to the former as
2, readagig account of curious customs, beliefs and narratives of
a former cre in “ussex.

This "first contribution to what is honed will be built into a
comprehensive series on the folklore of the Dritish Izles" (fore-
word) which presuaably sets the tone and the standards for sub-
gecuent volumes, can only be termed disatpointing for the serious
student of Dritish folklore, and reflects the present strte of
folklore studies in “inzland, which despite the editor's denials,
has never regained the intellectual respect it comuanded »nrior to
the first lorld Yar. The emphosgis on library research rather than
fieldwork tends to nrolonz the anticuarian outlook rother than
alter it. The stondnrd indexes of tele-types and motifs and the
brief bibliography seem to he 2lmost an ~fterthousght, and are not
incorporated in any way into the text or the notes. The system
of notation iteelf is unicue to the point of being useless.
~fuotations in the body of the text are neither footnoted nor
numbered for backnotes- rather, topics are listed in the notes

by chapter, clagstified according to subject motter; so the reader
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in meny caces is uncertain which bibliographic citation applies

to wh~t information nresented in the text. These technical flaws
seriously mar: the book!s vilue %o the folklorist, @nd it:i% hoped .
that future volumes of the series will correct these faults. -1
series on British folklore is '~ desirable goal and would be wel-
comed, hut high standards must be upheld for the work to be of
real value to the serious stud; and academic viabilityfdf folk=
lore in the British Isle-,

Jitch Stories. "By L. Lynn Linton. ~ Detroit: Grand River Books,
1671. Reprint of 1861 Chapman & Hall edition. %12.50 cloth.

Review note by llargoret Bulger Kohn. =

The current popularity of occultism has .fo:-tered the wholesale
exploit~tion of material which deals in any w'y with that ever in~.
triguing field of supernatural phenomena and -ncient magico-reli- .- @ -
gious prectices.’ Witch Ttories by E. Lynn Linton is a prime ex-
ample.,. Orig 1nﬂlly nuollshed in 1861 as.a loose collection of re-
corded accounts :found in the Dritish liuseum and the public libraries
of Tngland, it remains unchangedin its republished form. The
publishers have fittingly retained the anticuated.original type-
face and, 25 2 .period piece of research, the book ig an inter-
esting account, as much a novelty today as the historical court’
cases it documents, - ; L T

In the peculiar prose gtyle of the ninteenth oentury, Linton de-
scribes the case histories of witches tried in ILngland and Scot—
land during the "witch panic!" that swépt Burope in the 16th and
17th centuries. The accounts contain a wealth:of traditional.
beliefs that have survived through the centuries lagicol pro--
perties such as that of the color green, the number seven ;and folk
medical Lnowled“e have-2ll been repeatedly linked to witcheraft.
"t times there is confusion between supernatural VBeings- (elves,
"gyants and ”f:eries”) and the practitioners of the éxrly pagan
religion of Lurope. “ualities and actions that would normally be -
cttributed .to elfiin beings are ‘transferred unceremoniously tao
the "witches" creating an interesting blend of folk belief and
court testimony. : : : ‘ C

The main objection I ‘have to the book is its lack of a bibliography,
index and svitable notes. ~lthough the -uthor ~cknowledges that his
work is bazed on numerous valuable sources, his notes are exasperat—
ingly perfunctory. A typical note reads: DltCLlrn s "Scottish Cri-
nminal Trials." ifithout the 2id of a back-up bibliography, future
researchers will find this work to be extremely frustrating.






