
L,est t h e  e~above rer.l?,rks :;ivc t h e  VJrOil:+, im~2res;ion i . i  iz i;nper::tlvt. 
t o  not e here  t l i7at  Tlic Lrt of Rn;timc i s  : cood bool; ti ir , t  i r  r, -.-- --- .-- p a . - - - -  

- ~ l e * T x u r e  t o  re-c? b e c ? ~ ~ s e ,  f o r  once, people ~\r!lo Arc :,~ri.;::;-,r.il:; x;-. . . 
t i  -ne e n t l i u ~ i 2 , s t  s ,  r a t h e r  t h  -.n j a z z  3:cpert c , zrc urs-l;l.ng ~~bo11-t; 

- rogt ime.  I n  n>ng w.-y=: t h e i r  voluliie r?yr?r ,ents  -.:n - + T - , ~ C P  over 
previous  sc l io l .vsh ips  i n 2  it n l s o  ~ ? ~ i s e s  l.1znj7 iy?or4:?,zt iz t -2-cs  . . 
.ncl ~ - u e ~ t  icns, I i o ~ ~ e v e ~ ,  ce~- t -~ i l :  1sca1:nesses sex r " ' r h ~ r 3 ~  I;z,ve 

beell d i scussed  .liere, p ~ ~ . v e n t  i t  f ?om bein.=, t h e  zme:t ??or7: 1% migi;t 
have been. Perhzps, though, F 1  ws r-Lli6- on:issions p,:-z psr;c:11-ti:-,l 
s i n c e  the,y ?rovi.de e re:::oli f o r ,  an$. sornztiaes ;.:I i.nn~-tli.s t ~ ,  o t h e r  
sc l io lars  t o  do f u r t h e r  w s e - r c h ,  If -;;his volutne ~,~o"c-vztcn sucli 
:ddd-itional i n v e - , t i ~ ~ t i c n  then ' clizfcr  ?,nd Rizclcl ?l:'_ll. Ii,,o,~'e >,:c~Ic.- 
plished more with one p;u'l;lj cc7,tioli th2.i~ rcozt ~ i l . % h c ~ ~ s  :c!iFrve l u i  z 
l i f e t i m e ,  

The Fo lk lo re  of ' uxse::. Cy Jzcl u e l i n e  ' i~.i?son. T4i3* l . sy7 .---- --- -.-- - -- - - . bib,7!.Fo- 
gr~~1--+l1,y, t ale--kjr~l3e inC1_ex7 ~ ;?o t i f  index,  gener'l index, rr?,p. 
Londcn Tr,T.  E a t s f o r d ,  Ltci., 1573, ~8 50, clo-111. 

Reviewed b y  Catherine ?, 'houpe. 

The zppear9,nce of J<~~cr-uel i r rc  i~ . .nso i i~ :_ .  The To!?rrlor~ cf  sex -- -----.-*.--- --- -- --.. 
t i l - r k ~  tile inr7u;ur?-t;ion of 3, new s e r i e s  0;: "The ?ollziclrc? of tlze 
3 r i t i s h  Irles" ulicter -Ll~e ~ e l i c r ~ , L  eclit3r~l-i_;.r, of V L ~ e t i a  UC?T;::L~!, 
111 !;ec?inl; r"~i-tii t i le c i c f in i t ion  of thc scope of fo l l ; lore  t>q qet  
f o r t h  i n  - L o  Gonrilet s l8sC :I?.ndl~ool. of Fo!lc--Lore, 5 .  t.. , cil-r. torns, -..---. -- .. - ---- - -- -- 
b e l i e f s  ?.nd pTq2ctlces9 2nd s-CJories, s o n : ~  znd ~ ~ , ~ ? . i : ; ; ~ : ,  'ill? ~ a t e . - -  

under t h c  a ,usp icc ,~  of L c ~ n d o ~ ~  s i?ol?:lorz ' o c i e t y ,  t k i c  IT(. -11; :I.$--- 

h e r e s  t*) t h e  p a t t e r n  of' -:he "ocieJiiy' s coVzt;r fcll:l.orc col l lesSic:rls, 

a compreliensive vS.evr 04 t h e  to tc l i -Lg of fol!: c u l t u r e  dcs;-.i-te car*- 
s ide rab l -e  irn2e-t~~: foy s t u d i e s  of  t h i s  k i z d  providc2 by the Ins-;;l- 
t u t c  f o r  a i a l e c t  ind 7o l l c l i f e  ?iese.r?,rch ?,t Lfcccl.s: C3~i.slerci-ty r,i~i! 
t h e  1 usev,m of I ; n ~ l i ~ l i  Ru.rr?l L i f e  >,t R e ~ ~ c ~ i n c  IlniversFt;-:-. T'ollr-- 

L L G  - L t i  oj. r l o r e  znd fol!clife stu-clicr, r c ~ r e t t a b 1 . y ~  TTE  OF‘"^' .; cy; :-rat e 
plays f -.r --,s ' ocie-Lg f 01l ; lor is ts  -re. c ~ i ~ c c - i i ~ ~ i ,  

F o l k l o r e  i a  employed i n  this boo'; i n  t h ~  nrLTrc7T: sc.i.ir;c ol" t!!r irord, 
?,:, r.11.rviv~ls of or , '  t r , t d i t i o n  l n d  custo,:le, The p i - c - l ; ~ ~ ~ . - ~ ~ ~ ~  %:::-<;c:? 
r e f e r s  - ) r imar i ly  t o  the 19th  cce~itur,y, ar_d -llie "-' L -& -.--I- l ,.. ,I p n -  L L ,J , y e ~ - s  ~ f '  
t h e  2Clth c e n t ~ l r y  bcf  o r e  !orld I!-r 1, :ry?r! tj?_~ :"c'~01~-1t~ '?:I i:'i I!~r)dcrvl 
a,?,~ricv.ltv.rc .,3d t r ~ , n s ~ 3 o r t s t i o n ,  The. -.,u4;h.,or c : ~ - ~ c = ; c  iil'lic l - i i m  ~ f  
tlie p resen t  bgolr, t l i e re fo rc ,  i s  t o  z ivc  ? coiicr,i:-k p i c t l ~ r e  of "cle 



consider-3ble afio~l-nt of c ~ u s ~ e x  f o l ! ~ l o r ~  ~ : h i c h  h3,- been recorded 
over t h e  l a s t  hiLmdred ,ye?rs o r  nore ,  ?nd Fame of v~hich i s  very  
much - l i v e  tod-.,ylI 12) .  i f - . t e r i 7 l s  h-re been 2 - thc rec l  i'roi.1 
  rid el:,^ s c - , t t e r e d  ~ u b l i s h e d  sources  t o  T-liicli 1 1 . ~  been d3c?c!ec'_ Torile 
dl-t, no t  ? rev ious ly  i n  ~ r i n t ,  Nineteenti1 celitury so-~1-rcec pred-om- 
in - , t e ,  M ? , ~ ; ~ I I C ;  t h e  Tior'-. e r  .;er ti?ull-,y -: r e ~ a r i  t t e n  - i l t i r  u a r i a n  c o l l e c t -  
znea froin yrinteci  sou.rcec. The 3 ~ 1 t h o r ~  s  rt,:lle i s  e x t r e  aely re id -  
a b l e ,  but  f l u e n t  - r o s e  i~ no s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  f i e ld -co l l ec tec l  t e x t s  
-nd s o c i a l  context  ~~rhic i i  zcho lz r s  e;:pcct frol.] m o d e i ~  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

The i l I n t r c d u c t i o n "  desc r ibys  czrtecories of t r a d i t i o n  inc luded  i n  
tlie volume 5 u t  f - i l s  t o  ,.;.r?p:$e r.rith 3n.y t h e o r e t i c - l  o r  even 
m e t i i ~ d o l o - j c a l  concern;. ol.le conce9tr: - , h i c l ~  . i ~ i ~ t  l ~ e  c l i s ~ ~ s s e c ' .  
i n  zd vol-ume of county f o l k l o r e  i i iclude r c  ion~l- is^,^, types  of t r a d -  
i t i o n  be?,rers ,  s o c i ~ ~ l  context  ?ulid func t ion ,  m2dern fol!;lore, e t c . ,  
b u t  ncne of t h e s e  t o : ~ i c s  i s  mentiolied. ' o:ne i r s u e s  a r e  touched 
upon i n  p a s ~ i n g z  t h e  problem of t h e  h i s t o r i c c l  v a l i d - i t g  of o r a l  
t r z d i t i o n  i s  b r i e f l g  noted i n  connection u i t h  lezends;  t h e  f z c t  
t h a t  popular  f e e l i n g s  :re r e f l e c t e d  i n  fol l : lore i z  s t a t e ? ;  and 
t h e  f x t  t h ~ t  r eg ions1  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f o l l ~ l o r e  do e=.:ict i s  noted,  
Th i s  i s  2 s  fr),r 2 c  t h e  -nalgtic7,1 tilinlcing sees, I l i : r e l ~ i ~ e ,  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  c--,tecories of t r 2 d i t i o n  p resen ted  i n  t h e  book 
i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  r a t h e r  t h m  d e f i n i t i o n a l ,  e. z. loc7,l legends a r e  
" s t o r i e s  a t t - ched  t o  solile p3r t iculz , r  cl?,ce. . . o r  else some p ~ r t -  
i c u l ~ ~ r  perron" 12)  ; t r ~ . d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  - r e  tho-e c- , -~cerned 
r:ith t h e  hurnnn l i f e  ~ , y c l e  o r  wi th  tile  evil, f a i r i e s  o r  wi tches ;  
seasona l  observances .,re l l f e s t i v n l s ,  ceremonies, customs, g?.r;les9 
r i t u ~ ~ l s ,  b e ? i  ef  s and s a y i n s s  ~ ~ h i c h  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  - - l? , r t icul%r d  - t e s "  
(P. 13) .  ! l t i i ~ ~ g h  t h c  work c l ~ , i i , ~ s  t o  be v r i t t e i l  f o r  t!ie e n e r a l  
r e ~ ~ c t e r  ---- and tlie ccho la r ,  i t  v i l l  f:,2yeal prir!~:ril~: t o  t h e  former as 
?, rei?,dzblc account o f  curiov-s customs, be1 i e f  s 2nd n a r r - . , t i v e ~  of 
a former crc", i n  russex.  

Th i s  " f i r s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  1rh3,t is hoped r r i l l  be b u i l t  i i i to  EL 

comprehensive s e r i e s  on t h e  f o l k l o r e  of t h e  E r i t i s h  I s l e s l l  ( fo re -  
word) which preoullnbly s e t s  t h e  toxe  ~ i i d -  t h e  stan$-nrds f o r  sub- 
secuent  volumes, can on1.y be  ter<lecl disa!:pointing f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  
s t u d e n t  of Z r i t i s h  f o l k l o r e ,  all8 r e f l e c t r ;  t h e  ? resen t  ? t y , t e  of 
fo1l:lore c t u d i e s  i n  r.;nzlanc?, krhich d e s p i t e  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  d e n i z l s ,  
113s never  r e p d i n e d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a . 1  r e s c e c t  i t  cor;ll.ial.idled ? r i o r  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  7!orld :??,re The ernph2xi.s on l i b r ~ , r , y  r e ~ e ~ r c h  r a t h e r  than  
fieldlrorlc t ends  t o  ~ r o l o n ; .  t h e  c n t i c l u ~ ~ r i z n  os t look  r u t h e r  than 
e l t e r  it.  Tlie st;..nd-,rd indexes of t2,le-types znd mot i f s  2nd t h e  
b r i e f  b i b l i o ~ r - p h y  seem t o  be Gzlmost en 7 f t e r t h a u s h t ,  2nd ;,re no t  
incorpor - t ed  i n  any way i n t o  t h e  t e x t  o r  t h e  notes .  The system 
of n o t a t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  unique t o  t h e  po in t  of being u s e l e s z .  
r u o t a t i o n s  i n  t h c  body of t h e  t e x t  m e  n e i t h e r  foo tno ted  n o r  
nuri~bered f o r  b ~ ~ c k n o t c s  r a t h e r ,  t o p i c s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  n o t e s  
1157 ~ h - . ~ ) t e r ,  cln,sr-:ified cccordili:, t o  sv.b j e c t  r - ~ ~ ? ~ t t e r ,  so  t h e  re3,der 



i n  mF,ny capes i s  v-ncert-in ~ ~ l i i c h  h i b l i o g r 2 p h i c  c i h t i o h  s p p l i e z  
t o  v~h:,t infornc.,tion :r>resentecl i n  t h e  t e x t ,  These t e c h n i c d  f laws 
s e r i o u s l y  n a r ,  t h e  booI<'s v d u e  t o  t h e '  f o l l c l o r i s t ,  ?;nd i t .  is hoped 
thr?,t f u t u r e  voluines of t h e  s e r i e s  r l r i l l  c o r r e c t  t l iese f3szlts.  
s e r i e s  on R r i t i x h  fo l lc lore  i s  -. d e s i r a b l e  g o a l  and would be wel- 
comed, hut  hi€;h s t andzrds  must be uj2liel-d f o r  t h e  work t o '  be of 
r e a l  vnlue  t o  t h e  c e r i o u s  stud;; a,nd a c ~ d e m i c  v i ~ ~ b i 1 i t . y  of f o l k -  
l o r e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e p .  

' l i t c h  '> to r i es .  Ey E,-. L,ynn Linton. D e t r o i t :  %rand River Cooks, - --- 
1971. Repr in t  of 1861 Chapman Z; Hv3,11 e d i t i o n .  ';12,50 c l o t h ,  

Review n o t s  by Iiarg.:r.et Eulger  Kohn, 

The c u r r e n t  popula,r i tg of occult is ln has .f o:.tered tlie wholesale 
e x p l o i t ~ , t i o n  of m a t e r i a l  which d e ? l s  i n  2,ny 15 y with thq?,t ever  in- 
t r i ~ u i n g  f i e l d  of s u p e r n z t u r a l  phenomena and 7 n c i e n t  rila,gico-reli- 
g ious  pr? ,c t ices .  IJitch -- Ytoriex ---- by E. Lynn Liiiton i s  a  prime ex- 
ample. O r i s i n a l l y  yubl ished i n  1361 as 7, loose  collec-bion of re- 
corded ~ d c c o u n t c  found i n  t h e  C r i t i s h  Tiuseurn and t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  
of Lngland, i t  remains unchanged .in i t s  repub l i shed  form, The 
p u b l i s h e r s  heve f i ' t t i n z l g  retSiiied- t h e  a ,n t ic :u>ted.or i~inc , l  type- 
f a c e  and, :-r; 3 p e r i o d  p iece  of r esea rch ,  t h e  book i s  zn i n t e r -  - 

e s t i n c  sccount ,  zs much a novelt,y toda,y t-s t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  court  
c a s e s  i t  docun1el:ts. 

I n  t h e  peculia,r  p rose  s t y l e  of t h e  n i n t e e n t h  centur,y, Linton de- 
c c r i b e s  t h e  czse  h i s t o r i e s  of wi tches  t r i e d  i n  England and Scot- 
l and  dur ing  t h e  ".r~i?c'h pn,nicU t h a t  svrept Zu-rope i n  t h e  16 th  ahd . 
17th  c e n t u r i e s .  The accounts con ta in  a, t rea l th  of' t r a d i t i o n a l  
b e l i e f s  t h n t  have survived through t h e  centuries. i a g i c A  pro- 
p e r t i e s .  such zs t h n t  o f  t!le c o l o r  ~ r e e n ,  t h e  nunber seven and f o l k  
medical lcnowledge have cl l been repea ted ly  l i n k e d  t o  ~ ? & t c h c r a f t .  
'.t t i n e s  t h e r e z i s  confusion between s u p e m ~ t u r a l  ijeinzs ( e l v e s ,  
" g y m t s  and ' f f - e r i e s i f )  and t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of t h e  e:rl,y pngnn 
r e l i g i o n  of Europe. ' u a l i t i e s  2 n d  a c t i o n s  t h a t  isould normally be , 

- . . t t r ibu ted  - t o  e l f i n  beings  >>re tr;.,nsf e r r e d  unceremoniously t o  
t h e  "witches" c r e a t i n g  in teres t in ; :  blend of f o l k  b e l i e f  and 
c o u r t  ' t e s t inony .  

The msin o b j e c t i o n  I hzve t o  t h e  book i s  i t s  l ack  of a bibl iography,  
index  and s u i t a b l e  no tes .  LLthough t h e  - - ~ t h o r  -.cknowledges that h i s  
wor!c i s  b - x e d  on numerous vr.lu?,ble sources ,  h i s  no tes  a r e  e x a s p e r ~ ~ t -  
ingley per functor,^. A typica l -  n o t e  reads :  P i t c ~ - i r n f s  f t S c o t t i s h  C r i -  
minal T r i a l s . "  * i i t h o u t  t h e  oi:! of a back-u:j b ib l iography,  f u t u r e  
rese ,?rchers  t r i l l  f i n d  t h i s  vorl; t o  be extremely f r u s t r a t i n g .  




