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• Flexible

• Difficult

• Understand html
• e.g. where NYT article saves title 

information

• Ethical concerns

• Organized

• Easier Access

• Limited
• Not all information sources have APIs
• Information restricted by whoever 

maintains API

Option 1:
API

Option 2:
Webscraping
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API (Application Programming Interface)

• A set of  protocols and routines for building and interacting with 
software applications.

• tool that allows computers to exchange information
• tool that allows you easy access to new datasets

Examples:
https://www.propublica.org/datastore/api/propublica-congress-api
https://developer.nytimes.com/docs/archive-product/1/overview
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-1year.html

https://www.propublica.org/datastore/api/propublica-congress-api
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