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DataCORE and Agenda
● Introducing DataCORE, IU’s new repository!

○ Launch later this semester with the ability to take data of all sizes
○ Other features coming later, to suit IU’s data needs!

● Defining Data and Data Repositories
● History of DataCORE and Demo
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Who Am I
● Who am I?

○ Ethan Fridmanski, PhD
○ Data Services Librarian
○ contact: ejfridma@iu.edu

● Joined IU and DataCORE in Spring 2021
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What is Data?
● Information 

○ All information? Is everything data?
● Need a more specific definition

○ Information used for the pursuit of scientific knowledge
● Quantitative vs. Qualitative
● Disciplinary Inclusive
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What Happens to Data?
● Data is not stationary, it evolves and changes over time
● Data will go through phases in a research project
● Data Life-Cycle
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Data Lifecycle
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What are Data Repositories?
● Archives for digital objects

○ Just like how we used to store data physically on punch cards
● Essential technological infrastructure
● Help assist in the data life-cycle

○ Intervene and act as a binder
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Intervention Points
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Intervention Points
● Planning and Creation/Gathering

○ Repositories allow researchers to access new/existing data
● Preservation

○ Repositories allow researchers to preserve data
● Sharing

○ Related to scholarly communication and visibility
○ Reproducibility

● Reuse
○ Where does data come from?
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Why IU Needs Repositories
● Promote Interdisciplinary Research

○ How are researchers in other disciplines supposed to find data?
○ Innovative Findings
○ Public Health and Safety
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Why IU Needs Repositories
● Scholarly Communication and Visibility

○ With Digital Object Identifiers researchers are more likely to get credited for 
data creation (data is HUGE output)

○ Creates a central location for data sets and makes it easier to share
○ Creates connections between other researchers (within and across 

disciplines)
- Can reach people beyond the institution and academy
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DataCORE
● Flexible Metadata Standards
● Large files

○ Cover most use cases
● Multiple File Types

○ Encourage open formats but realize this is not not always possible
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DataCORE
● Easy to use

○ Repositories must be easy! Researchers are busy!
○ Automatic DOI generation
○ Minimized human mediation

● Interdisciplinary and methods agnostic
○ GIS, surveys, networks, text

● Collections to help with visibility
○ Other features as campus needs evolve
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DataCORE Demo and Technical Overview
● Jim Halliday, (jhallida@indiana.edu) - Head of Repository Technology
● Brian Keese (bkeese@indiana.edu) - DataCORE Developer

mailto:jhallida@indiana.edu
mailto:bkeese@indiana.edu
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DataCORE Technical Overview
● DataCORE is a replacement for our previous 

solution - data was previously stored in our DSpace 
institutional repository
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DataCORE Technical Overview
● DataCORE is based on code from the open source Deep 

Blue Data project from the University of Michigan
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DataCORE Technical Overview
● DataCORE is based on Hyrax, a Ruby-based repository 

engine using Samvera technology.
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DataCORE Technical Overview

● Metadata is compatible with the DataCite metadata schema
● All data is backed up in IU’s Scholarly Data Archive (SDA)
● Most files are also stored locally for immediate access
● Very large files can be retrieved and downloaded from SDA 

through the web interface
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DataCORE Technical Overview

● DataCORE is up and running in pilot phase production: 
https://datacore.iu.edu/

● Not all features are fully in place, but development is ongoing
● New, easier ways to get data into the system are coming 

soon

https://datacore.iu.edu/
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DataCORE Demo
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DataCORE
● Thank you!
● Contact us with questions and inquiries:

○ Ethan Fridmanski (ejfridma@iu.edu)
○ Jim Halliday, (jhallida@indiana.edu)
○ Brian Keese (bkeese@indiana.edu)

mailto:ejfridma@iu.edu
mailto:jhallida@indiana.edu
mailto:bkeese@indiana.edu

