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THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

AMERICAN FOLK-LORE SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society was hold on Jan. 
I, 1925 at 3 P.M. at U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. with 
President Espinosa in the chair. 

A meeting of the Council took place at 2 P. M. 
The report of the Secretary was read as follows - 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The membership of the Society is as follows - 

1924 1923 
Honorary members...................................... 7 6 
Life members 

................ 
............ 

............... 
o I 

Annual members 
..................... ..................... 373 342 

Total 
................. ............. ..... ........... 390 359 

Of this number 73 are members of the Modern Language Association 
and have taken advantage of the joint membership offer begun in 1924 

vhereby the membership in both societies may be obtained for six dollars a 

year. Respectfully submitted, 
Gladys A. REICHARD, 

Secretary. 
The report of the Secretary was accepted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT, 1924. 

General Fund. 

Receipts. 
Balance from 1923.. .... 

........*...................... 
. $387.02 

Dues from members at large 1924 ........................................ 309.4 
Dues from members previous to 1924........... ................... $6.35 
Dues from joint members of M.L. A 

............................ 
.... 228.00 

Dues from Boston Branch 
............ . .......... ..... I56.00 

Dues from Cambridge Branch.................................. i3o.oo 
Dues from Texas Branch ................. ........................ 35-75 
Dues from Canadian Branch ................................... 301.oo00 
Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons Prize................................. Ioo.oo 
Interest, Bank balance 

.................................. 17.78 
Interest, Newell Fund............ ........................ ... 85.oo 
Sales 

....................................... 225.00 
Sales through Stechert 

........................................... 604.85 
Borrowed from Publication 

Fund.........................0....... 300.00 
Total : .................. .. ........... 

.....$2936.I6 
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Expenses. 

Lancaster Press Inc., Jan. - March ................................ $591.83 
. 4( April - June ....................... .... ..5. 67-47 

C" " July -SSept ............................... 491.44 CC " October - December ........................ oo. 9 
Reprints and Postage ............... ......................... 332-27 
Stationery for Secretary and Treasurer 

.............................. 
52.25 

Printing slips ........................................... ..... I .oo 
Printing leaflet Modern Language Association ....................... 19 50 
Postage, Editor............................................. 14.oo 

" Secretary ................................ ............ 5.00oo 
" Treasurer 

...................................... ......... 
. 5.89 

" Boston Branch ................... .................... 3.00 
Musical Composition ............................................ 44.15 I 
Printing for Secretary .......... ...... ......................... I7.25 
Editorial Expenses ........................................... 3300oo 
Prize in Folk-Lore ................... ....................... Ioo.oo 
Balance 

................................. ........ 143.92 
Total ............ ................ .................$. 2936.16 

P.E. GODDARD, Treasurer. 

The books ot the Treasurer of the American Folk-lore Society have been 
audited for 1924 and the balance found correct as of December 31, 1924 as 
follows : 

In Permanent Fund 
..................... 

....................... $ 2100I.OO 
In General Fund ................... ........................ 142.92 
In Publication Fund... . . 

.. 
.. ........................... 819.93 

Total Assets .................... ..................... 3062.85 
Assets in General and Publication Funds 

............................ 962.85 
Checks uttered in 1924 but not returned 

......... 
................... I01.79 

$ l0o4.64 Dues received in 1924 but not deposited 
........................... 

3.00oo 
Bank Balance, December 31, 1924 

.................................... 
. $o61.64 

J. ALDEN MASON. 

The Treasurer's report was accepted. 

REPORT OF THE EDITOR. 

During the year 1924 four numbers of the Journal were issued. Owing 
to the financial condition of the Society it was necessary to proceed with 

great care, and according to the vote taken at the last annual meeting the 
whole manuscript for the volume 1924 was placed in the hands of a Euro- 
pean printer who, unfortunately, is proceding very slowly with his work. 
The total expense of manufacturing the Journal in Lancaster is so high that 
it will be necessary to change our present arrangements, and the editor 
suggests that this matter be referred to a special committee with power to act. 

On account of the long delay in bringing out the current numbers, mem- 
bers who joined the Society in 1924 have not received any copies, and the 
editor believes that a vote should be passed instructing the Secretary to 
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furnish new members with all copies that are published after the date when 
the member joins without regard to the date appearing on the Journal. 

During the year two volumes of the Memoirs of the Society were published, 
one volume by Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons on " Folk-Lore of the Cape 
Verde Islands, " in two parts, the other by Dr. Martha W. Beckwith, 
" Jamaica Anansi Stories. " The cost of the former publication was borne 
by the Hispanic Society of America, that of the latter by the Folk-lore 
Foundation of Vassar College. To both of these the Society is greatly 
indebted for their assistance. 

The volume on Maryland Folk-Lore which was prepared by Miss Pinck- 
ney has finally been turned over to the Society by Mrs. Bullock who is also 
furnishing funds for the publication of the volume. It was found that the 
material needed thorough re-editing, and this work is nearly completed, so 
that the volume may go to the printer at an early date. 

The Index to the first twenty-five volumes of the Journal which was pre- 
pared many years ago by Miss Mary M. Taylor has required considerable 
condensation since it was found not practicable to print the volume in the 
size in which it was originally planned. This work on which Mrs. Esther 
Goldfrank has been engaged for some time has been completed by Dr. 
Gladys Reichard, and it is hoped that now the volume may be printed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Franz BOAS, 

The following officers were elected for 1925 :- 

PRESIDENT, Louise Pound. 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT, Alfred M. Tozzer. 
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT, J. Walter Fewkes. 
TREASURER, P. E. Goddard. 
SECRETARY, Gladys A. Reichard. 
EDITOR, Ruth Benedict. 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS, George L. Kittredge, C.-Marius Barbeau, Elsie Clews 

Parsons, Gladys A. Reichard. 
COUNCILLORS : for three years, J. R. Swanton, Stith Thompson, H. A. 

Bruce ; for two years, J. Frank Dobie, Edward Sapir, F. G. Speck ; for one 
year, A. L. Kroeber, Phillips Barry, Henry M. Belden. 

The following papers were then given : 
Presidential Address : A Comparative Study of a Spanish Version of the 

old Persian Tale of Goshti Fryana, Aurelio M. Espinosa. 
The Gullah Negroes of the South Carolina Coast, Reed Smith. 
A round-table discussion on European Elements in American Tales was 

carried on with the following contributors : Franz Boas, Elsie Clews Par- 
sons, Edward Sapir, Reed Smith, Aurelio Espinosa, Truman Michelson, 
Frank Speck. 

The announcement of Professor Boas' retirement as Editor of the Journal 
was followed by a rising vote of appreciation for his services. 

Gladys A. REICHARD, Secretary. 
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