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Japanese Tea Lesson: Working on the Pottery Wheel  
 

Laurette Roales 
Brown County High School - Nashville, Indiana 

 
1. Grade Level: 9-12  
 
2. Objectives  

Students will: 
• View and Discuss tea ceremony, the importance of tea in Japan and the rituals involved in the 

ceremony.  
• Develop ideas and do some drawings of traditional tea bowls. 
• Create a tea vessel on the wheel. 
• Use design elements such as line, shape and color to make designs that move, radiate and flow.  
• Have a tea ceremony with our traditional tea vessels and snacks! 
• Complete your artists statement  

 
3. Unit Plan (Many class periods: we have four wheels!)  
Time Learning Activities 
Stage 1: Lesson 1 1. Observe and discuss Japanese Tea Ceremony 

Stage 2: Lessons 2, 3, 
4, 5  

1. Research Tea Vessels 
2. Design Tea Vessels 
3. Create Tea Vessels on wheel. At least two full working days on the wheel 

(Lessons 4, 5, and 6?)  
Stage 3: Lesson 6 1. Have a traditional Tea Ceremony 

Stage 4: Lesson 7 1. Decompress and discuss what students have learned through the project. 
Complete artist statement. 

 
 
4- Materials 

Computers, My Power Point presentation, Clay, Pottery wheels, Kiln, Glazes 
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Name:

Name:

EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

EXIT SLIP: 3, 2, 1

Name three things you learned in art today:

Name three things you learned in art today:

List two things you want to learn more about:

List two things you want to learn more about:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:

Ask one question about today’s lesson:
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