Phase la Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey of Bridge Improvements
on US 24 Over Gustin Ditch
Project NH-176-1( ), Des. No. 9900860

by
Bryan Will and Melody Pope, P.I.

prepared for
Indiana Department of Transportation
100 North Senate Avenue
Room N755
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2228

prepared by
Office of Cultural Resource Management
Glenn A. Black Laboratory of Archaeology
9" and Fess Streets
Bloomington, Indiana 47405

Christopher S. Peebles
Director

Report of Investigations 03-13
December 2003



TABLE OF CONTENTS

100 14X T ] o SRR 1
PIOJECT AATEA ...ttt bbb e s s bRt E bR ettt b R n e n e nen e 1
Environmental and Cultural BaCKGroUNG ............cooieiiiiiii ittt st re e nre s 3
PRYSTOOEAPINY ...ttt bbb b bbb bt b bt bbbt b e n e 3
CUITUrAl BACKGIOUNT ...ttt 4
PAIBOINTIAN. ...ttt bttt b bbb e bbbt b bbb e s 4

A o - Y Lo 5

{47 T Lo | - U o SR 6

Y TSy 1] ] o] - PSS 6
Protohistoric aNd HISTOTIC .....c.vcuviiiiiiiiie ettt 7
European Settlement and Agriculture in Nineteenth Century Allen County ..........ccocovviiiicnennne 7
LI5S 010 - LA o o SRR 9

MaUMEE TOWNSNID ....cieiiicic ettt et e st e te e besbeese e besneenre e 9

PrevioUS INVESTIGATIONS ......ccviviiiieieieii sttt b e b ettt n e 9
g0 PSS 11
1= [0 1Y o <SPS 11

LI 010 -1 (0] Y2 SR 11
Results and RECOMMENUALIONS .........coviiiiieiiieeie ettt ste e e e ste e e s besseestesteeseeseeseesneenne e 11
Field INVeStigation RESUILS .......cc.eiiiiiie ettt et e s sre e sreeanee e 11

(€= ToTaaTo] g o] 1ol o 113 (0] 2RSS 14
Summary 0f RECOMMENUATIONS ........cviviiiieieiisie et 15
T L= =) 1ot L O (=T PSSP 16

GBL-OCRM Report of Investigations 03-13 i



Figure 1:

Figure 2:
Figure 3:
Figure 4:
Figure 5:

Figure 6:

Figure 7:
Figure 8:

Table 1:
Table 2;

LIST OF FIGURES

Project corridor location (USGS Woodburn North Ind.-Ohio 7.5 minute

topographic qUAIANGIES) ..o 2
o (o] oTot Aot o (o) <] o] 1 RS 3
Number farms in Allen County, 1860-1950. .......ccccvriierierirriieieere e e 8
Average size of farms in Allen County, 1880-1950.........ccceiiriiiierireie e 8
Wabash and Erie Canal on USGS Woodburn North Ind.-Ohio 7.5 minute

topOgraphic qQUAArANGIE. ........ccve i 12
Outline of the Wabash and Erie Canal within the project corridor on the

SOULN SIAE OF US 24 ... ettt ettt sttt ettt e b e 13
Representative soil profiles inside and outside of the Wabash and Erie Canal....................... 13
Late Wisconsinan end moraines and 1ake plains...........ccccooviiiiiineieneieisse e 14

LIST OF TABLES

Chronological Chart for Prehistoric and Historic Indiana .............cccooevininiininnnceee 4
AUGET ProDE RESUILS ...t e 15

GBL-OCRM Report of Investigations 03-13 ii



Abstract from Introduction

On 16-21 September 2003, the Glenn A. Black Laboratory Office of Cultural Resource Management
(GBL-OCRM), Indiana University, conducted a Phase la archaeological survey of the proposed bridge
improvements on US 24 over Gustin Ditch in Allen County, Indiana (Project NH-176-1[ ], Des. No.
9900860), under contract with the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT). The proposed right-
of-way (ROW) is comprised of approximately 12,545 m?2 (1.3 hectares) and is located in Allen County,
Maumee Township, Sections 9, 10, 15 and 16 (Figure 1). Background research and field survey were
conducted to: (1) identify and document all cultural resources in the project area; (2) provide an
evaluation of National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and Indiana Register of Historic Sites and
Structures (IRHSS) eligibility for all identified cultural resources within the project corridor; and (3)
provide recommendations for mitigation if avoidance of NRHP- or IRHSS-eligible sites is not possible.
This survey was conducted in compliance with Section 106 of the 1966 National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA), as amended.

The field survey consisted of pedestrian inspection of the entire project corridor. Visual surface
inspection and shovel testing were conducted within the project boundaries. Shovel tests were excavated
on a 10 m x 10 m grid within the proposed new ROW. A total of 10,073 m? (1.1 hectares) were subjected
to survey and approximately 2,472 m? (.2 hectares) were subjected to overview (canal fill area).

Fieldwork was conducted on 16-21 July 2003 by GBL archaeologists Bryan Will, Eldridge
Doubleday, Bob Adkins, and Michael Darland. No new archaeological sites were recorded during the
2003 field investigation. A segment of the Wabash and Erie Canal is presently bisecting the southeastern
portion of the project corridor. However, the canal has been filled in to ground surface levels throughout
the years which has extensively compromised its structural integrity. It is the opinion of the GBL-OCRM
that the lack of structural integrity combined with the lack of future research potential warrants an
ineligible NRHP recommendation for the portion of the Wabash and Erie Canal located within the current
project corridor. The entrenching nature of the Maumee River has precluded floodplain formation in the
study area above elevations of 725 ft amsl (B. Monaghan, Indiana Univesity, personal commun., 2003)
Therefore, it is the opinion of the GBL-OCRM that buried paleosols would not be expected to be present
within the current project corridor. No further archaeological investigation is necessary and
archaeological clearance is therefore recommended. However, if artifacts, cultural features, and/or
remains that might prove to be human are discovered during earth-moving activities, the State Historic
Preservation Officer at the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA), Indiana
Department of Natural Resources, should be contacted immediately.
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