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SYNESTHESIA



<Instrumentation>

Piccolo
Flutes 1, 2
Oboes 1, 2

English Horn
Bb Clarinets 1, 2
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon 1, 2

Contrabassoon

Horn 1,2, 3,4
C Trumpet 1, 2, 3
Trombone 1, 2
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
Glockenspiel (sounds 2 octave higher)

Tam-tam

Harp

Piano

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Double Bass
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<Performance Notes>

circular bowing

move the bow in a circular motion across the string

X7
Vs .4

bow tailpiece

E move the bow on the tailpiece; free bowing

harmonic glissando

make natural harmonics by moving the fingers on the fingerboard; free bowing

— pitch band should occur over the note duration

I/
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<Program Notes>

Synesthesia 1s inspired by the unique neurological condition of the same name, where stimulation of one sense involuntarily triggers
another—for example, seeing colors when hearing music, or tasting flavors when reading words. This piece explores the fascinating
ways our senses can overlap and influence one another, and how our personal memories and emotional experiences shape the way we
interpret those sensations.

One of the central compositional ideas in Synesthesia is the use of klangfarbenmelodie, a German term meaning “tone-color
melody.” This technique involves passing a single melodic line between different instruments, so the timbre constantly shifts even
though the notes remain the same. In this piece, the changing instrumental colors reflect the blending of sensory experiences—how a
sound might feel like a texture, or a note might appear as a burst of color. This orchestral “coloring” becomes a metaphor for
synesthetic perception, and invites listeners to engage with the music in a more vivid, sensory-rich way.

Throughout the piece, audience will also hear fragments of more tonal, traditional melodies—snippets that may evoke nostalgia or
distant familiarity. These melodies surface briefly and unexpectedly, sometimes clearly, other times warped or buried in texture. They
represent memories: how they can emerge without warning, how they shift over time, and how they’re often colored by our emotions
and experiences.

Synesthesia does not follow a strict formal structure. Instead, it unfolds organically, flowing like a stream of consciousness. It
encourages the listener to experience sound not just with the ears, but with the full imagination—blurring the boundaries between

hearing, seeing, remembering, and feeling.
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