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activities. In this paper I will suggest that there are problematic dimensions to these processes
in much of the work we engage in. I will offer alternative framing criteria for the designation
and treatment of folkloristically significant expressive material and the people that create
them. (22-03)

TYE, Diane (Memorial University of Newfoundland) RECIPES AND THE NEGOTIATION
OF MIDDLE-CLASS WOMANHOOD. Here I explore the recipe collection compiled by my
mother (Laurene Tye 1931-1989) as one Canadian women’s practical negotiation of conflicting
gender ideals. I consider my mother’s production of baking as reflection of a 1950s middle-
class ideology with its prescriptions for wife, mother and modern woman and I look at how
she responded to those demands. Many of the recipes support a specific construction of
femininity, however my mother’s challenges to gender, class and regional constraints and to
forces of consumer culture may be read through subtexts of ingredients, directions and
recipes themselves. (01-09)

VAN DE WATER, Sally A. (Western Kentucky University) ROLLING WITH THE PUNCHES:
LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE ONE DAY PROJECT. In 2000 the Institute for Cultural
Partnerships began a collaborative project with a local gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender,
questioning and allied youth support group to create an original theatrical production based
on the lives of the youth participants. We discovered that while our original plan emphasized
the final product, live performances in schools and community centers, the effort of creating
the production influenced the lives of the youth participants in ways we hadn’t foreseen.
This presentation will explore the unexpected impact of our work in communities and the
lessons learned from an outcomes-based model of program design. (05-11)

VAUGHAN, Theresa A. (University of Central Oklahoma) ARTS FESTIVALS AS SITES OF
NEGOTIATION OF INDIAN/WESTERN IDENTITY. Art fairs in Oklahoma are ubiquitous.
With one of the largest per capita populations of American Indians of any state in the US,
Indian art is a regular feature at these fairs. Most venues offer a mix of art styles and artists
of many ethnic backgrounds. Conflicts arise when non-Indian artists use motifs and styles
which are derived from historical and contemporary Indian communities. These often sell
well, and this provides an incentive for non-Indian artists to sell Indian derived art. This
conflict between Indian and Western art is examined through a survey of six Oklahoma art
fairs. (04-12)

VIRTANEN, Leila Kristiina (University of Helsinki) ELLI KONGAS-MARANDA: FROM THE
FINNISH SCHOOL TO STRUCTURALISM. Elli Kongds-Maranda completed her doctoral
degree at Indiana University in 1963 and went on to become well-known as a proponent of
structural analysis of folklore. Yet her enthusiasm for folklore was first nurtured at the
University of Helsinki in the early 1950s. This paper has a dual purpose: first, to show how
her training in Finland shaped her thought; second, to show how her work in structuralism
was less a departure from the Finnish school than a step enabled by her encounter with it.
(15-07)

VLACH, John M. (George Washington University) WHO DROVE THE TRAIN?: THE
FOLKLORE OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. The Underground Railroad was neither
underground nor a railroad but a 19th-century effort to attack the system of slavery that
was waged on many fronts. Information about this campaign of civil disobedience comes
down to us chiefly through the legends which cast African Americans mainly as the
beneficiaries of White peoples’ compassion. Research into the physical contexts of escape,
what might be called “the folklife of flight and refuge,” show that most Blacks liberated
themselves with little or no assistance. (04-04)

VODOPIVEC, Nina (M. A. Student of Social Anthrop.) IN THE SEARCH FOR THE

MEANING OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH—A PERSONAL VIEW. Following the
anthology of Geertz (1973, 1975), Clifford and Marcus (1986), the paper builds on the
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refocused attention in anthropological research from exploring cultural diversity to the process
of constructing the anthropological knowledge (Said 1979, Atkinson in Hammersley 1994,
Barth 1994). Dealing with reflexivity and positioning on the case of researching memories
and narratives of the textile workers in Litija, Slovenia, the paper calls attention to the
dilemmas a researcher is experiencing in the field while facing the theoretical shifts. (05-
09)

WADE, Les (Lousiana State University) ST. JOSEPH’S DAY PERFORMANCE IN NEW
ORLEANS: A RITUAL INTERSECTION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPHERES. The
celebration of St. Joseph’s Day in New Orleans includes a number of ritual practices that
perform “familial generosity.” Conducted almost exclusively by the city’s Sicilian-American
population (mostly in private homes), this event exhibits a provocative tension between
competing motives, between the parochial desire to exhibit Sicilian culture and the universalist
injunction to play host to (and feed) any visiting stranger. This paper examines this dynamic
in two such events and investigates the holiday’s public/private interplay. (06-10)

WALDENBERGER, Suzanne (University of Phoenix) DRESSED AS A QUEEN: THE
QUINCEANERA GOWN. A quinceafera is both sacred ceremony and cotillion, celebrating
a Hispanic girl’s transition from childhood to womanhood. One of the most significant elements
of this celebration is the frothy dress worn by the young lady. This paper will examine the
meaning and symbolism of the quinceafiera dress, along with the adornments that accompany
it, including jewelry, religious icons and the all-important high-heeled shoes. In addition,
the changes in the dress itself and its interpretation will be considered in light of the changing
role of Latinas in the world today. (14-04)

WALDIE, Angela (Utah State University) WINGED LEGENDS: THE STORIED LINK
BETWEEN BIRDS, IDENTITY, AND SURVIVAL IN TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS'S
REFUGE. In her 1991 memoir, entitled Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place,
Terry Tempest Williams incorporates the folklore of birds as she reveals her connection to
the birds of the Great Basin. She demonstrates the importance of traditions and stories as
birds “bridge cultures and continents with their wings.” While Williams inspires an exploration
of the folklore of birds, she also raises the concern that these stories may soon be all we
have left. In the context of environmental degradation and species extinction, I will explore
the increasingly important folkloric link between the storied history of birds and their future
survival. (01-05)

WALLNER, Jessie Ameli (University of New Hampshire) THE SOUND OF DHARMA: MUSIC
AS AN OFFERING TO THE EARS OF THE GODS IN TIBETAN BUDDHISM. Music, as
understood by Tibetan monks, has a purpose and characteristic that compliments their
religion and signifies their devotion to the deities. Within a ritual, monks give offerings to
the different senses of the gods; music is an offering to the ears. As gods and deities take
on wrathful or peaceful dispositions, the offering music must correspond to the deity’s
nature. Musical instruments are personified as wrathful or peaceful to please the nature of
the god. As worldly beings the monks have little to give the fierce protector, but music
connects the monks with the god. Like a doorway, music is liminal: linking the mundane
with the divine. (04-11)

WARE, Carolyn E. (Louisiana State University) AUTHORITY AND STRUCTURE IN THE
CAJUN MARDI GRAS. The preparations and negotiations that precede community Mardi
Gras runs in French Louisiana are invisible to most observers, and overlooked by many
scholars. But seemingly prosaic decisions are critical on symbolic as well as practical levels,
and play a powerful role in shaping the group’s public performance. This paper explores
localized tradition by looking closely at two community Mardi Gras associations. Tasks such
as choosing captains, creating rules, planning routes, controlling membership, raising and
disbursing funds, and training new members reflect the celebration’s dynamic nature and
the role of human agency. (01-04)
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WESTERMAN, William (Drake House Museum) SEPAK TAKRAW: “"A POOR PEOPLE’S
SPORT.” Originating in Malaysia, acrobatic sepak takraw is volleyball played with the feet
and a rattan ball; shots are made mid-air and often upside-down. Though it started as a
game, it now is played in professional leagues, has annual world championships, and is
vying for inclusion in the Olympic canon. This paper, based on fieldwork with Laotian and
Burmese refugees in Pennsylvania and New Jersey and professional players from Thailand
and Singapore, investigates the role of globalization in children’s games, and offers a political
economy of acrobatics, sports, and folklife. (01-02)

WHITE, Marilyn M. (Kean University) LIFE LESSONS FROM THE SIGNIFYING MONKEY.
In the tradition of African American toasts, one of the most popular is the The Signifying
Monkey. Through signifying, the Monkey gets the Lion in trouble with other animals, and
the Lion comes looking for the Monkey. In some versions, the Monkey uses his verbal skills
and escapes; in others, he uses guns, or tries to fight physically, and is defeated. Survival
and even victory, then, depend on the power of the word, or verbal ability, and being true to
oneself. These different versions appear to provide life lessons for both narrators and their
audience. (05-04)

WILLIAMS, Lesley Y. (Independent) TALKING IT OUT: AFRICAN AMERICAN
FOLKLORISTS REFLECT ON THE FIELD. This paper draws upon a series of interviews I
conducted with African American folklorists. Through these interviews I attempt to identify
the factors that have attracted African Americans to the field, as well as those issues which
have driven us from it. From these individual insights, I look at the ways in which our field
can mirror the diversity that it so often celebrates in other communities. (19-09)

WILLIAMS, Randy (Utah State University) HAY DERRICKS, GRAVEMARKERS AND
THE INTERNET: THE FIFE SLIDE COLLECTION ONLINE. Folklorists Austin and Alta
Fife spent a lifetime documenting the vernacular architecture of the Intermountain West.
Their extensive annotated slide collection documents hay derricks, gravemarkers, mailbox
supports, stone houses and much more. This collection is now available online as part of
“The Mountain West Digital Library” found at: http://www.lib.utah.edu/digital/mwdl/. This
presentation describes the transformation of a locally held slide collection into a digital
collection accessible by anyone with internet access. (05-01)

WILSON, Anika (University of Pennsylvania) CONTAGIOUS DREAD: AIDS-RELATED
RUMORS IN THE POPULAR PRESS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. This paper examines
rumors and speculations circulating in the popular press of southern Africa. Reports tend to
present rural and working class Africans as ignorant of current Western medical knowledge
of the origins, transmission, and treatment of AIDS, portraying them as wedded to traditional
health epistemologies viewed as inferior. Adherence to traditional beliefs about health are
thought to be implicated in the spread of HIV. This paper will focus on how fear and dread
of a fatal epidemic disease combined with a history of Othering and exoticization of African
culture create an environment ripe for speculation. (01-12)

WILSON, Tracie (Indiana University) ROMANTIC STRANGERS: WOLVES, INDIANS,
AND POLISH ENVIRONMENTALISTS. This paper addresses the role that other ethnic
groups, and animals, play as models for alternative living and belief among Polish
environmentalists. The image of the wolf as the epitome of the wild native creature serves
as an important instrument for thinking about nature and modernity. For many people
wolves are a symbol of beauty and mystery of the natural world, in contrast to humanitys
wanton environmental destruction. For many environmentalists, Native Americans provide
a model for a less destructive way of living. In this discussion, I will consider the prominence
of wolves and Indians as symbolic resources for Polish environmentalists, the role these
elements play in constructing alternative belief systems, and my experiences in conducting
fieldwork among activists and scientists in southern Poland. (01-05)
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WINICK, Stephen D. (New Jersey’s Delaware Valley Folklife Center) RESURRECTING
REYNARDINE: AUTHORSHIP AND AUTHENTICITY IN THE AFTERLIFE OF A
BRITISH BROADSIDE BALLAD. “"Reynardine,” one of the most popular ballads in the
British folk revival, was introduced to that movement by the folklorist and singer A.L. Lloyd.
Many claim Lloyd collected it from oral tradition. This paper examines new evidence, showing
that Lloyd assembled his version from literary sources and his own imagination, and suggests
reasons for Lloyd’s resurrection and revision of “Reynardine.” It reveals how concepts of
authenticity guided Lloyd’s authorial project, exploring folk revivalism in the context of
folkloristics. (19-14)

WOJICIK, Daniel (University of Oregon) CLONING AND UFO COSMOLOGIES: SCIENCE,
MYTHOLOGY, AND MILLENARIAN TECHNOLOGY. In late December, 2002, the Raelian
UFO movement was launched into the media spotlight for its affiliation with Clonaid, a
Raelian company that claimed to have cloned the first human being. This presentation
examines the beliefs of the Raelians, analyzes their ideas about the role of cloning in the
creation and destiny of human beings, and situates Raelianism in the context of other UFO
creation mythologies and vernacular traditions concerning “ancient astronauts.” The Raelians’
mythologizing of technology expresses enduring eschatological concerns, while challenging
widely held assumptions about death, birth, immortality, and the nature of human beings.
(04-02)

WORKMAN, Mark E. (University of North Florida) SECRETS AND LIES. We share lies,
unlike secrets, all the time, whether in the form of gossip, rumors, legends, or literature. In
interesting ways these various forms of expression can be regarded as akin to responses to
riddles that, in the most profound instances, defy easy answer. (22-06)

WROTH, Celestina (Indiana University) FOLKLORE IN THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT
OF SCOTLAND (1791-1799). This paper explores the largely neglected topic of 18th-
century Scottish origins of folklore studies. The importance of the Scottish Enlightenment in
the formation of the “human sciences” has been emphasized recently by historians and
literary scholars, but folklore has been, for the most part, left out of the discussion. I seek
to begin filling this gap by consideration of the ideas, motivations and attitudes behind what
is probably the earliest quantitative ethnographic study of a western European people, the
Statistical Account of Scotland (1791-1799). (14-15)

YAQUB, Nadia (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill) THE POWER OF ARABIAN
ROBES: CULTURAL CROSSDRESSING IN 1930’S ARABIA. Drawing on Munif’s novel
Cities of Salt as well as journalistic and travel accounts of Western oil exploration during the
1930s, this paper borrows from work done on transvestitism that suggests that cross dressing
challenges binary oppositions and disrupts, exposes, and challenges notions of “original,”
stable identities. I suggest that in the context of cultural, as opposed to gender, cross
dressing, power differentials will inevitably influence both the nature and effect of cross
dressing, thereby complicating the cultural disruptions that may ensue. (22-02)

YOCOM, Margaret R. (George Mason University) “WHAT WE NEED ARE SOME
TRADITIONS!”: GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY’S TRADITIONS COMMITTEE AND
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA FOLKLIFE ARCHIVE. To meet a recommendation of the
Southern Association of Colleges, George Mason University established the “Traditions
Committee” in Fall 2000 to “develop a series of university traditions.” In the Committee,
differences of opinion exist between members who favor university-wide traditions and
those who also want to include traditions practiced among members of small groups. Here,
I discuss working with tradition committees (Texas A&M and Ball State already have them),
as well as the opportunities for folklife archives. (05-01)
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YUENGER, Jamie (University of Wisconsin, Madison) and HOLWERK, Louie (University of
Wisconsin, Madison) WISCONSIN WEATHER STORIES. Wisconsin Weather Stories
explores the relationship between verbal art, local culture and weather science, and develops
high-quality teaching tools so that K-12 classes can do the same. Folklore and meteorology
students from UW-Madison work together to collect weather narratives from around the
state and investigate the science hidden in the stories, while also spreading the story of
Wisconsins role in the development of satellite meteorology. Working to create a curriculum
for K-12 teachers, the students provide teachers with sample lesson plans on teaching
weather lore, and aid the teachers in collecting and teaching Wisconsin weather lore from
their own communities. (04-13)

YUN, Kyoim (Indiana University) COMMODIFICATION OF SHAMANIC RITUAL: VOICES
OF MODERNIZATION AND GLOBALIZATION ON JEJU ISLAND, SOUTH KOREA.
On Jeju Island, South Korea, the provincial government and cultural policy makers often
appropriate shamanic rituals to promote Jeju as a tourist commodity and resurrect its
indigenous culture. To draw global attention, these cultural brokers have staged rituals at
various festivals. For instance, during the 2002 World Cup Soccer Games, “superstar” shamans
were hired to perform in stadiums. This paper explores the voices and purposes of
performance participants, suggesting how these people contest, alter, reshape, and attempt
to restrict traditional shamanic ritual. (04-03)

ZHANG, Juwen (Willamette University) VITALITY AND VALIDITY OF TRADITION: THE
PRACTICE OF FOOTBINDING AND FENGSHUI IN CHINA. Tradition is dynamic and is
a process, and its continuity lies in the control of its practitioners. Accepting these contentions,
we also want to know why some traditions continue while others do not. Studying Chinese
footbinding and fengshui, this paper attempts to explore the notions of vitality and validity
of tradition, contending that it is those traditions that embody the fundamental values and
beliefs of a culture, in form or content, that survive the integrating or creolizing process;
otherwise they are often abandoned. (20-07)

ZHANG, Weihua (The Savannah College of Art and Design) FAMILY LEGENDS AND
THEIR ROLE IN POSTMODERN SOCIETY: A STUDY OF KATHRYN MORGAN’S
CHILDREN OF STRANGERS. With the 21st century upon us where high-tech, such as
mass media and the Internet, plays an increasing role in almost every aspect of today’s life,
is there still a need for family legends—stories told by family members? This paper, informed
by Bronislaw Malinowski’s notion of folklore as sociological model, examines the role of
folklore in a postmodern society by analyzing Kathryn Morgan’s Children of Strangers and
argues that folklore plays an increasing role in today’s fast-paced, high-tech, confusion-
filled society. (19-12)

ZIMDARS-SWARTZ, Sandra L. (University of Kansas) OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE AND
THE SONOGRAM: SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND VERNACULAR RELIGION. This
paper examines the religious experiences that many Roman Catholics active in the Pro-Life
movement have reported in connection with an “exact photographic image” of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, and the sonogram done on this photograph that reportedly establishes the
presence of Jesus in her womb. It argues that believers use technology and science to
establish circumstances and conditions that then cannot be technologically or scientifically
explained. For the devout in the Pro-Life Movement, employing ultrasound to verify the
dynamic divine presence in the photograph verifies both the authenticity of the image and
their belief that pregnancy involves “a child and not a choice.” (04-02)
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ZIPES, Jack (University of Minnesota) THE COMPLEX NATURE OF LAURA
GONZENBACH'S SICILIAN FOLKTALES: TRANSLATION AS NECESSARY
TRANSFORMATION. To collect, transcribe, and to translate folklore is to recognize the
values of common people and to esteem their position in the world even if one does not
comprehend fully what the words of these people represent in the web of relations of power
and authority. In 1968 Laura Gozenbach translated Sicilian dialect tales that she collected
from peasant women directly into German. Despite social-class differences, Gozenbach’s
translation of Sicilian tales is more “authentic” than the tales of the Brothers Grimm and
perhaps more important because of her careful transformation and attentive reception of
tales told by women. (01-08)

ZOLKOVER, Adam (Indiana University) SCHOOLYARD IDEOLOGY: THE CASE OF
MICKEY MOUSE LSD. Mickey Mouse LSD is a subversive force acting upon children and
adults alike. Its menace is not in the substance itself, which likely does not exist, but instead,
in the ideological points underlying the legend. The features of the narrative and the manner
in which it is spread serve not only to reinforce an ideology that demonizes both users of
LSD and a set of political beliefs for which it symbolically stands, but to naturalize that
viewpoint, effectively erasing the boundaries between the ideological and the real. (13-12)
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