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The i m p r e s s i v e  work done by John D. Robb i s  des igned  t o  
s e r v e  an aud ience of  w ide background and t a s t e s .  T h i s  book 
i s  u s e f u l  t o  Mexican-Americans who w ish  t o  know more o f  
t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  t o  amateur m u s i c i a n s  and s i n g e r s  
o f  f o l k s o n g s ,  and t o  t h e  s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  mus ics  o f  America.  Robb has spen t  t h i r t y - f i v e  
yea rs  c o l l e c t i n g  and r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  music o f  H i s p a n i c  
peop les  i n  t h e  sou thwes te rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
The p r e s e n t  volume i s  a  "supplement t o  and expans ion  of  ( an )  
e a r l i e r  book, H i s p a n i c  F o l k s o n g s  o f  New Mex ico , l  and a  
number o f  a r t i c l e s  and r e c o r d  albums."* Robbls i n t e n t i o n  
was t o  p r o v i d e  a  panoramic  v i ew  o f  H i s p a n i c  f o l k  mus ic  i n  
t h e  Southwest from h i s  base i n  New Mexico. The mater -  
i a l s  cove red  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  found i n  
A r i zona ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Co lorado,  New Mexico, and Texas. The 
a u t h o r  p l a c e s  emphasis on t h e  r i c h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of Mexico 
a l t h o u g h  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  Spa in  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  as b a s i c .  

Theory i s  n o t  t h e  book ' s  ma jo r  f ocus ,  a l t h o u g h  an i m -  
p l i c i t  concern  and w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  f rame- 

work has been r e a l i z e d  and p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  s tudy .  Robb 
has woven t o g e t h e r  t e x t u a l  d e t a i l s ,  m u s i c a l  manusc r i p t s ,  
and some c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  
a  v iew of t h e  l i v i n g  t r a d i t i o n .  The a u t h o r  h i m s e l f  t r a n -  
s c r i b e d  t h e  m u s i c a l  examples and t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  t e x t s  o f  
f o l k s o n g s  i n  t h e  volume. I n  t h e  P r e f a c e  he s t a t e s  t h a t ,  
" i t  seems s t range ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  a  mus i c i an ,  t h a t  s c h o l a r l y  
works d e a l i n g  w i t h  f o l k  music have o f t e n  t a k e n  t h e  music 
f o r  Regard f o r  t h e  music and i t s  p e r f o r m e r s  
prompted Robb t o  i n c l u d e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  songs w i t h  t e x t  b u t  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  me lod ies  and h i s  own p iano -voca l  a r rangements  

o f  I t s e l e c t e d   song^.^^ F o r  some peop le ,  t h e s e  ar rangements  
m i g h t  seem i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  a  s c h o l a r l y  t r e a t m e n t  of f o l k  
song. F o r  many reade rs ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a  means t o  g e t  c l o s e r  
t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  



The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Robbls work i s  pe rhaps  i t s  
s t r o n g e s t  f e a t u r e .  Not  o n l y  i s  t h e  book easy t o  read ,  b u t  

f i n d i n g  and compar ing songs i n  i t  i s  s i m p l e .  The s u p p o r t i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  each i t e m  i s  as comp le te  as t h e  
a u t h o r  c o u l d  make i t .  He d i r e c t s  t he  r e a d e r  t o  o t h e r  

sources where t h e  same song may be found.  C r o s s - r e f e r e n c i n g  
i s  i m p o r t a n t  because i t  p l a c e s  Robbls  work i n  a  w i d e r  
c o n t e x t  o f  I b e r i a n  and H i s p a n i c  s c h o l a r s h i p .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  P re face ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s h o r t  s e c t i o n  i n  wh ich  t h e  a u t h o r  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  o v e r a l l  f o r m a t  of t h e  book and an I n t r o d u c t i o n  

i n  wh ich  he d i scusses  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  f o l k  music,  i t s  o r i g i n s  
and i n f l u e n c e s ,  fo rms,  t h e m a t i c  f o c i  and v a l u e s ,  and t h e  
p e r f o r m e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  The c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  
i n f o r m a n t  d a t a  and t h e  i n t e g r i t y  w i t h  wh ich  he a t t e m p t s  
t o  p r e s e n t  each t e x t  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k ' s  s u b t i t l e ,  

" A  S e l f - P o r t r a i t  o f  a  People.I1 
The book ' s  c o n t e n t  i s  h e a v i l y  w e i g h t e d  t o w a r d  what 

Robb d e s c r i b e s  as I1a m u s i c a l  p o i n t  o f  view.l15 Thus, each 
s e c t i o n  i s  p receded  by a  s h o r t  head-note wh i ch  d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  genre  o r  f o r m  t o  f o l l o w .  The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sys tem 
i s  s i m p l e  and b a s i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e c u l a r  song t e x t s  
and me lod ies  and r e l i g i o u s  song t e x t s  and t h e i r  me lod ies .  
The f i n a l  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  i n s t r u m e n t a l  me lod ies .  
S e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  songs a r e  f o u n d  i n  more t h a n  one s e c t i o n  
s i n c e  t h e y  may u t i l i z e  b o t h  s e c u l a r  and r e l i g i o u s  themes. 
DCcimas and s e v e r a l  r e l i g i o u s  dances such as t h e  Watach ines 
a r e  examples o f  t hese  genres .  

W i t h i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  men t i oned  above, t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  
n o t  o n l y  f i n d  t h e  song t y p e  o r  f o rm  l i s t e d  under  i t s  name 
(e.g., C o r r i d o ,  Romance, o r  Himno),  b u t  a l s o  under  s e v e r a l  
t o p i c a l  head ings  such as " O c ~ u p a t i o n s , ~ ~  " C o u r t s h i p  and 
Marr iage, "  o r  l lSoc ia l  Dances." The system seems t o  p l a c e  
t h e  same o r  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
t e x t ,  b u t  i t  does i n d i c a t e  t h e  manner i n  wh ich  songs and 
t e x t s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  by p e r f o r m e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  
The w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d  and v a l u a b l e  i n d i c e s  o f  t i t l e s ,  f i r s t  
l i n e s ,  and g e n e r a l  t o p i c s ,  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  enough 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  l o c a t e  any c o m p o s i t i o n  he d e s i r e s .  The shee r  
volume of i t e m s ,  more t h a n  seven hundred,  demons t ra tes  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  f o l k s o n g  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  su rveyed  
and t h e  range o f  fo rms which were i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  

The reade r  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  



o f  t h e  vo lume.  Many o f  t h e  s o n g s  p r e s e n t e d  were  c o l l e c t e d  

o v e r  a  f o r t y  y e a r  span .  Thus, some o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
c o m p r i s e s  i n  e f f e c t  an  a r c h i v e  o f  H i s p a n i c  f o l k s o n g .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  v o c a l  s t y l e  a n d  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  a r e  n o t  a  f o c u s  

o f  t h e  m u s i c a l  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s .  The r e a d e r  who w i s h e s  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  a r e a s  and  a s c e r t a i n  w h i c h  s e l e c t i o n s  a r e  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  r e p e t o i r e s  o f  s i n g e r s  m u s t  u t i l i z e  t h e  
vo lume a s  w e l l  a s  r e c o r d i n g s  w h i c h  have  b e e n  made r e c e n t l y .  
Robb g i v e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  h e  made i n  t h e  
f i e l d  s o  t h a t  a  s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r  m i g h t  a v a i l  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  b o t h  t h e  t e x t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  s o n g s  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  sound .  

A t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  H i s p a n i c  F o l k  Music o f  New Mexico 
and t h e  Southwest seems t o  be  j u s t  a n o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
t e x t s  a n d  t u n e s .  The a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l ,  smooth  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i t e m s  p r e s e n t e d ,  and c o m p a r a t i v e  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n  make t h e  book  a  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  t e x t .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  o t h e r  w o r k s  b y  t h e  same a u t h o r  and  r e c o r d e d  m a t e r i a l ,  
and w o r k s  w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t ,  
I c a n  f i n d  g r e a t  u s e  f o r  t h i s  vo lume.  
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