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76 Abstracts of Individual Presentations

WILKS, Carla (Ohio State University) THE ROLE OF PERSONAL NARRATIVE IN BASIC WRITING TUTO-
RIALS. As a tutor in English 110W, a developmental version of our first-year writing course, | work in small
groups of 3—4 students who have been identified as “at-risk”. Like these students, | myself am part of a mi-
nority student population: although identified as a “peer consultant” | am a 37-year old, black female, em-
ployed by the university and taking classes part-time. Drawing on transcripts from tutorial sessions |
demonstrate how personal narrative serves to establish community and places the student at the center of
the composition classroom. (105)

WILLIAMS, Clover Nolan (Indiana University) TRUCK TIME: PHENOMENOLOGY ON THE ROAD. “Truck
time” is used by truckers to refer to complex restructuring and enactment of temporal perception. The irregu-
larity that characterizes the rhythm of living and working on the road lends truck time a simultaneous sense
of immediacy and of displacement, both physical and temporal. These and other occupational circumstances
merge truckers’ temporal and spatial awarenesses, tacitly reflexive narratives, idioms and even speech pat-
terns reflect truckers’ concerns about mastering the shift. (50)

WILLIAMS, Michael Ann (Western Kentucky University) ROAD TO NOWHERE: LESSONS OF CULTURAL
DISLOCATION IN THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS. More than half a century after the creation of the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the effects of relocation are still felt. The efforts of the National Park
Service to preserve and present traditional culture contrast sharply to the grassroots efforts of former resi-
dents and land owners to maintain a sense of community through homecomings, anti-environmental politics
and the use of preservation law. In this paper | will examine ongoing conflicts over land use in the region as
they relate to cultural dislocation. (91)

WILSON, Kathryn (University of Pennsylvania) CRIMES OF FASHION: GENDER, CLASS AND CLOTHING
THEFT IN ANTEBELLUM PHILADELPHIA. Folklorists who study dress need to turn their attention to the dy-
namic ways in which clothing circulates as a good through different relationships of exchange. This paper will
explore incidents of stolen clothing in nineteenth century Philadelphia, arguing that women'’s clothing theft
constituted a strategy of everyday resistance to distinctions of social inequality. These crimes, often attributed
toan inordinate “love of finery,” diverted and recirculated fashionable goods and destabilizing the social dress
code that fashionable clothing was designed to render concrete and fixed. (25)

WILSON, William A. (Brigham Young University) ASENSE OF SELF OR A SENSE OF PLACE: PERSONAL
NARRATIVES AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL AND REGIONAL IDENTITY. Studies of per-
sonal narratives tend to focus either on revelation of the narrator’s personality and self-concept or on his or
her folk-cultural background. Following either of these approaches at the expense of the other does injustice
to both. A safer course is to view senses of place and self revealed in the stories as inextricably linked con-
structions that shape the individual and regional identities of both narrator and audience. (9)

WINICK, Stephen (University of Pennsylvania) PROVERBIAL STRATEGY AND PROVERBIAL WISDOM IN
THE CANTERBURY TALES. Chaucer, the medieval English poet who made the most extensive use of prov-
erbs, was concerned with the accurate representation of folklore in context. Thus, an examination of
Chaucer’s characters’ strategic use of proverbs can shed light on the ways in which Chaucer thought prov-
erbs could be used. Furthermore, Chaucer’s attitude toward proverbial wisdom, when examined, sheds light
on the way he thought they should be used. The lessons of Chaucer afford us valuable glimpses of the prov-
erb as used and abused in the fourteenth century. (6)

WOJCIK, Daniel (University of Oregon) SUBCULTURAL STUDIES AND THE FOLKLORE OF CONTEST-
ATION. Analyses of “subcultures” are central to cultural studies, exemplifying a number of the theoretical and
methodological approaches of this movement. This presentation surveys the assumptions underlying se-
lected subcultural studies, considers the use of ethnography in these works, and examines the assertion that
subcultural expressive behavior “contests” and symbolically subverts dominant codes and systems of mean-
ing. Assessing the advantages and limitations of these works, | discuss the relevance of folklore studies to
cultural studies, and suggest areas of disciplinary convergence. (11)

WOLFORD, John B. (Missouri Historical Society University of Missouri—St. Louis) SACRED AND SECU-
LAR SPACE IN SHAKER WORLDVIEW: THE FLATBOAT TRADER'’S DILEMMA. While many authors have
written about the Shakers’ sacred and secular spheres, very little scholarship has examined the significant
problems inherent in these distinct and conflicting spheres of operation. Especially important is the schizo-
phrenic effect of these contesting perceptions in the lives of individual Shakers, especially the traders, whose
jobs required traveling between the sacred and the profane worlds on a consistent basis. This paper will use
primarily Turnerian theoretical models to explore this problem. (56)

WORKMAN, Mark E. (Oakland University) BOXING. Boxing makes graphically apparent the dual dimen-
sions of all events, the temporal and the spatial. After demonstrating this conjunctive feature of boxing, | will
extend this convenient figure to other events, real and fictive, to investigate the experience of time and space
in traditional and postmodern cultures. (20)




Abstracts of Individual Presentations 77

YARMAN, Donald L. (Ohio State University) FOLK OUTING: RUMOR, QUEER COMMUNITY, AND CYBER-
SPACE. Rumors among lesbians and gay men about the sexual orientation of public figures subvert the era-
sure of homosexual history and culture. But when these rumors appear in the context of mainstream media,
issues surrounding the ethics of “outing” are raised. Without mass distribution, folk knowledge of gay celeb-
rities offers only limited empowerment. The Usenet newsgroup soc.motss provides an empowering bridge
between folk and mainstream channels by offering broadly distributed, public communication under folk con-
trol. (111)

YOCOM, Margaret R. (George Mason University) “HE WAS AMAN": GENDER AMBIGUITY AND HOMOSO-
CIAL VIOLENCE IN THE MAINE LOGGING LEGENDS OF HENRY MAYEUX. Henry Mayeux, an exception-
ally strong French Canadian logger, was murdered by the very men he sometimes helped. Through the
Mayeux legends as told by William Richard, this paper explores the homosocial world of Maine loggers, with
its danger, violence, vulnerabilities, and ambiguities and presents reasons for the murder of this deliverer-
hero. (47)

YOUNG, Katharine (Session Organizer) BODYLORE: NARRATIVE AND THE BODY. (Organized Panel)
Narrative is an artifact of the body, an elaboration of the body into the world. The body is also an artifact of
narrative, asite of inscribing and incorporating practices. This panel investigates the roots of narrative in the
body, narrative thinking, embodied narratives, gesture in narrative, narrative constructions of the body, cor-
poreal experience narratives and emotion, narrative presentation and representation, and narrative embodi-
ments. (114)

YOUNG, M. Jane (University of New Mexico) “A SEAT ON THE COUNCIL IS NOT ENOUGH": PUEBLOAN
WOMEN’S STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WITHIN THE TRIBE. Euro-American values have had a pow-
erful impact on Puebloan gender roles, both ideologically and in actual practice. Although Puebloan women
can and do draw on their traditional position of authority within the tribe, they have turned to more active forms
of resistance as well. They have organized demonstrations and other activities of protest, but find it difficult
to reconcile their traditional lifeways and gender roles with their increasing need for a stronger voice in tribal
matters. (37)

ZUCKERMAN, David (University of Pennsylvania) THE CHEESESTEAK: COMMODIFICATION OF PHILA-
DELPHIAFOLKLIFE. The cheesesteak has been a unique part of Philadelphia culture for many generations.
During this period, it has evolved from a poverty food to its present position as luxury food. In the process,
this piece of Philadelphia folklife has been imbued with definite cultural significance. This paper will examine
the origins of the Philadelphia cheesesteak and demonstrate how this traditional food has become almost
synonymous with the city itself. In this analysis, issues of authenticity, tourism and the commaodification of tra-
dition will be explored. (92)

ZUMWALT, Rosemary (Davidson College) LAS BUENAS MUJERES: SEPHARDIC WOMEN CURERS.
Sephardic women curers were, in Karen Sack’s term, “centerwomen.” Not only were they in possession of
the knowledge of the cures, but they were also closely linked to those they were treating. They had intimate
knowledge about people’s problems, about their worries and their plans, and they were trusted by the people.
Thus, knowledge of the cures, of the events in the community, and of the problems of individuals, and their
kind actions, earned these women a position of respect and of power. (5)

YGAS, Egle Victoria (Cooper-Hewitt) MEMORY CULTURE REASSESSED. For many post-World War Il
East European immigrants memory culture played a vital role. Many lived in the expectation that they or their
children would eventually return to live in the home country. The dissolution of the Soviet Union has made re-
settlement possible and changed the premise uniting these “colonies in exile.” Lithuanian-American exam-
ples will suggest issues pertinent to other East European ethnic communities. (103)
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Sacred Space

By Tom RANKIN. Introductory essay by Charles Reagan Wilson

Forty photographs powerfully depict sacred landscapes that
are the nucleus of blacRr life in the Mississippi Delta.

$35.00 cloth, $19.95 paper
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Country
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Legacy

EDITED BY GARY W. MCDONOGH
Published for the first time, the
WPA documentary studies of
black folRlife in Florida.

$30.00 cloth

Appalachian

Portraits
Photographs by
Shelby Lee Adams
Narrative by Lee Smith

Appalachia shown for the first
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sonal perspectives of insiders.
$45.00 cloth, $25.00 paper
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SOUTHERN FOLKLORE
Erika Brady, Editor
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interests in all aspects of folklore.
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN VOICES
A Lexicon of Southern Appalachian Speech
Based on the Research of Horace Kephart
Harold Farwell and J. Karl Nicholas, Editors
A dictionary of Southern Appalachian speech based on Kephart's 26 journals on folkways
and speech written during a time when the region was still largely isolated.
200pp $19 cloth

PUTTING FOLKLORE TO USE
Michael Owen Jones, Editor

The firstbook of its kind, these essays explore folklore applications in such areas as museums,
environmental planning, art therapy, organization development, tourism, and aging.
264pp $33 cloth $15 paper Dec

"SO WISE WERE OUR ELDERS"
Mythic Narratives from the Kams4
John Holmes McDowell
A remarkable body of mythology documented for the first time. 320pp $45 cloth Dec

New in Paperback
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American Regional Cultures
Barbara Allen and Thomas J. Schlereth, Editors
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folklore publications"—Choice. 232pp 17 halftones 8 maps $28 cloth $15 paper

GRASPING THINGS
Folk Material Culture and Mass Society in America
Simon J. Bronner

"The illustrations are exceptionally appropriate and provocative. The clarity of the style
and arguments likewise should increase the book's appeal"—Library Journal.

262pp 76 halftones 16 color illustrations $19 paper

Inquiries and major credit card orders, call toll-free 1-800-666-2211. Send mail orders to:
The University Press of Kentucky, P.O. Box 6526, Ithaca, NY 14851
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