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AFS Convenes  Folklore ,  Publ i c  Pol i c y ,  and Heal th  Care  Working  Group 
 
The AFS Executive Board wants to engage the field of folklore more fully in those public policy 
arenas where the perspectives and work of folklorists can make significant contributions.  The Board 
has decided to begin that process by focusing attention on a public policy field in which folklorists 
are already making such contributions.  Accordingly, the Society has convened a working group of 
folklorists to prepare a series of products that will articulate the contributions that folklorists have 
made to the development, implementation, and evaluation of public policy in the health care fields; 
and will highlight possible future applications of folklorists’ perspectives to health care public policy 
issues. 
 
David Hufford, recently retired from the Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine, will 
lead the group; its members will be Erika Brady of the Folk Studies Department of Western 
Kentucky University, Mariana Chilton of the Drexel University School of Public Health, Diane 
Goldstein of the Folklore Department of the Memorial University of Newfoundland, Michael Owen 
Jones of the Folklore Program at UCLA, and Bonnie O’Connor of the Brown University Medical 
School Department of Pediatrics.   
 
This group will meet in Columbus, Ohio in summer 2008, will work independently on writing tasks 
during the following months, and will meet again just before or during the AFS annual conference in 
Louisville in mid-October.  The group will submit its final documents by the end of December 
2008. 
 
We envision that the group will produce the following products: 
 

• an article for publication in a journal such as the Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law, the 
Journal of Public Health Policy, or Health Policy; 

 
• a “white paper” on the subject for publication in a new public policy area on the AFS web 

site (this area will also include profiles and referral information for folklorists who work in all 
public policy areas and, in the future, “white papers” on folklore and other public policy 
areas); and 

 
• a plan for a public policy briefing on the subject, to be produced by AFS in cooperation with 

Vanderbilt University’s Curb Center for Art, Enterprise, and Public Policy (directed by 2006-
2007 AFS President Bill Ivey) and with relevant partner institutions in the health care policy 
field. 
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AFS will also sponsor a forum at the Louisville annual meeting to discuss this project, and 
possibilities for future projects in other important public policy areas, such as immigration, nutrition, 
and the environment. 
 
 
2010 Annual  Meeting  Site  Of f i c ial  
 
The 2010 AFS annual meeting will be held October 13-17 at the Hilton Nashville Downtown in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  See http://www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/futureAMinfo.cfm  
 
 
Journal  of  Amer ican Folklore  @ JSTOR:  The Mos t Frequentl y Accessed 
Artic l e s  du ring  Al l  Time 
 
Seeing as JSTOR unveiled its enhanced website in April 2008 (you can read about the new features 
at http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/archives/newFeatures.jsp), a review of the most 
popularly downloaded JAF articles from JSTOR is perhaps timely.  Ranking is by total viewings plus 
total printings by the entire global JSTOR community, of which AFS members are but a small part. 
 
1.   Kay Stone. “Things Walt Disney Never Told Us.” JAF 88:347 (1975): 42-50 
 
2.   Stanley Brandes. “The Day of the Dead, Halloween, and the Quest for Mexican National 
 Identity.” JAF 111:442 (1998): 359-380 
 
3. Eric R. Wolf. “The Virgin of Guadalupe: A Mexican National Symbol.”  
 JAF 71:279 (1958): 34-39 
 
4. Cheryl L. Keyes. “Empowering Self, Making Choices, Creating Spaces: Black Female 
 Identity via Rap Music Performance.” JAF 113:449 (Summer 2000): 255-269 
 
5. Alan Dundes. “Bruno Bettelheim's Uses of Enchantment and Abuses of Scholarship.”  
 JAF 104:411 (1991): 74-83 
 
6. Claude Levi-Strauss. “The Structural Study of Myth.” JAF 68:270 (1955): 428-444 
 
7. Deborah A. Kapchan and Pauline Turner Strong. “Theorizing the Hybrid.” JAF 112:445  
 (1999): 239-253 
 
8.  George Gonos, Virginia Mulkern, and Nicholas Poushinsky. “Anonymous Expression:  
 A Structural View of Graffiti.” JAF 89:351 (1976): 40-48 
 
9  N. J. Girardot. “Initiation and Meaning in the Tale of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.” 
 JAF 90:357 (1977): 274-300 
 
10 Joan N. Radner and Susan S. Lanser. “The Feminist Voice: Strategies of Coding in Folklore 
 and Literature.” JAF 100:398 (1987): 412-425 
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11  Susan Tower Hollis. “Women of Ancient Egypt and the Sky Goddess Nut.” JAF 100:398  
 (1987): 496-503 
 
12 Orrin E. Klapp. “The Folk Hero.” JAF  62:243 (1949): 17-25 
 
13 Jens Lund and R. Serge Denisoff. “The Folk Music Revival and the Counter Culture: 
 Contributions and Contradictions.” JAF 84:334 (1971): 394-405 
 
14 Laurie Kay Sommers. “Inventing Latinismo: The Creation of "Hispanic" Panethnicity in the 
 United States.” JAF 104:411 (1991): 32-53 
 
15 Richard Handler and Jocelyn Linnekin. “Tradition, Genuine or Spurious.” JAF 97:385 
 (1984): 273-290 
 
16 Lawrence W. Levine. “Jazz and American Culture.” JAF 102:403 (1989): 6-22 
 
17 Jeannie B. Thomas. “Dumb Blondes, Dan Quayle, and Hillary Clinton: Gender, Sexuality, 
 and Stupidity in Jokes.” JAF 110:437 (1997): 277-313 
 
18 Edmund T. Gordon and Mark Anderson. “The African Diaspora: Toward an Ethnography 
 of Diasporic Identification.” JAF 112:445 (1999): 282-296 
 
19 Susan Stewart. “The Epistemology of the Horror Story.” JAF 95:375 (1982): 33-50 
 
20 Albert B. Friedman and Richard H. Osberg. “Gawain's Girdle as Traditional Symbol.”  
 JAF 90:357 (1977): 301-315 
 
21 Leslie A. Fiedler. “Mythicizing the Unspeakable.” JAF 103:410 (1990): 390-399 
 
22 H. W. Herrington. “Witchcraft and Magic in the Elizabethan Drama.” JAF 32:126 (1919):  
 447-485 
 
23 Terrance L. Stocker, Linda W. Dutcher, Stephen M. Hargrove, and Edwin A. Cook.  
 “Social Analysis of Graffiti.” JAF 85:338 (1972): 356-366 
 
24 Herbert Moller. “The Meaning of Courtly Love.” JAF 73:287 (1960): 39-52 
 
25 David Bidney. “Myth, Symbolism, and Truth.” JAF 68:270 (1955): 379-392 
 
 
Trave l  St ipend for  Independent Folklor is t s   
 
The Public Programs Section and the Independent Folklorists Section of AFS are once again pleased 
to offer a travel award of $500 for an independent public folklorist to attend the AFS annual 
meeting in Louisville, KY.  Applicants must be a member of the AFS Independent Folklorists 
Section, make at least half of their income from independent work, and participate as a presenter at 
the annual meeting.  The application requires a letter of interest, a budget, and a resume.  The 
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application deadline is July 1, 2008, and the recipient will be notified by August 1.  For more 
information and a complete description of the award process, contact Sue Eleuterio at 
sueeleu@gmail.com or 219-902-1831. 
 
 
PAS/APAL Warren E. Robe rts  Graduate  Student  Paper  Compe ti t ion 
 
In memory of folklife scholar Warren E. Roberts, a longtime Pioneer America Society: Association 
for the Preservation of Artifacts and Landscapes (PAS/APAL) member and former director, this 
annual competitive award recognizes excellence in original graduate student fieldwork, documentary 
research, and writing in the area of traditional North American material culture. 
 
Born in 1924, Warren E. Roberts received, in 1953, the first Ph.D. in folklore awarded in the United 
States. At first a literary folklorist, Dr. Roberts’ interests turned to material culture after spending 
one year in Norway under a Fulbright fellowship and an additional two months under a 
Guggenheim fellowship.  The remainder of his long career was spent researching and writing about 
traditional material culture, most notably tree stump tombstones and log buildings. Warren E. 
Roberts died on February 1st, 1999. 
 
Students who are unfamiliar with Warren E. Roberts or his contributions to the field of material 
culture studies or uncertain whether their paper meets the eligibility requirements are strongly urged 
to read his important article, “Folklife and Traditional Material Culture: A Credo,” first published in 
Material Culture 17 (1985): 89-95 and reprinted in Viewpoints on Folklife: Looking at the 
Overlooked (1988): 15-19. 
 
Eligibility:  Students in any field who are working toward a graduate degree in an accredited 
program, or who have graduated from such a program within one academic year of the submission 
deadline, are eligible for the Warren E. Roberts Graduate Student Paper Competition. 
 
Submissions and requirements:  All research must be original, be based on fieldwork, and must be 
accompanied by a brief paragraph as to how the submission reflects the sentiment expressed in 
“Folklife and Material Culture: A Credo.”  Four copies of the paper must be submitted to the 
chairperson of the Award Review Committee.  Papers must be double-spaced and should be 20-25 
pages in length.  The winning paper must be presented at the annual meeting of PAS: APAL in the 
year in which the Award is sought. 
 
Selection:  The Award Review Committee will choose one award winner.  However, the Committee 
does reserve the right to withhold the Award for any given year if no papers are considered to be 
meritable. 
 
Award:  The winner of the Warren E. Roberts Award will receive a certificate of recognition, a cash 
prize of $200, one free conference registration, and a banquet ticket. Awards will be announced and 
presented at the PAS: APAL Annual Conference, which will be held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on 
October 16-18, 2008. 
 
Award Review Committee:  The Committee is comprised of the winner of the previous year’s 
Award and three PAS: APAL members appointed by the Executive Director. 
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Dr. Joanne Raetz Stuttgen, Chair 
Warren E. Roberts Graduate Student Paper 
Competition 
PAS: APAL 
759 E. Washington Street 
Martinsville, Indiana 46151 
Tel: 317/349-1537 
 
Email: stuttgen@insightbb.com 
Visit the website at http://www.pioneeramerica.org 
 
The deadline for submission is June 30, 2008. 
 
 
Cal l s  For Pape rs  
 
“The Train  Jus t  Don’t  Stop Here  Anymore”: An Interdi s cipl inary Col loquium on the 
Soundscapes  o f  Rural and Small -Town Ameri ca 
 
3-4 April 2009, Millikin University, Decatur, IL 

The Millikin University College of Fine Arts invites proposals for papers and lecture-recitals for an 
interdisciplinary colloquium on the soundscapes of rural and small-town America.  The aims of this 
colloquium are to reach a broader understanding of the nation’s diverse musical cultures and 
practices, to develop strategies by which to investigate musical culture in rural communities and 
small towns, and to investigate the challenges facing professional musicians and culture industries in 
those communities.  We welcome proposals for papers from an interdisciplinary field, including 
history, musicology and ethnomusicology, anthropology, folklore, and American studies.  Possible 
themes include: 

• Community bands, orchestras, and choirs 
• The role of religious, social, government, and non-profit organizations in supporting local 

musics 
• The impact of urban and suburban expansion on rural and small-town music-making 
• The effects of media conglomeration on local and regional musics 
• Culture industries that support rural and small-town music-making 
• The effects of cultural tourism on musical cultures 

Please send a 250-word proposal to Travis Stimeling at tstimeling@millikin.edu. Electronic 
submission of proposals is encouraged. Print submissions can be sent to Travis Stimeling, Millikin 
University School of Music, 1184 W. Main St., Decatur, IL 62522 by 1 September 2008. 

 
Contemporary Ghost lore  
  
Contemporary Legend, the annual journal of the International Society for Contemporary Legend 
Research, proposes a special issue on “Contemporary Ghostlore”. The journal aims to promote and 
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encourage research, and to provide a forum for those working in this vibrant area of traditional 
narrative scholarship. Within this context the term ‘legend’ is interpreted in its broadest sense as 
including Sagen, dites, popular rumors, sayings, and beliefs, as well as narrative. Similarly, 
‘contemporary’ refers not only to so-called ‘modern urban legends’ but also to legends in active 
circulation in a given community. 
  
The journal presents original research findings and theoretical analyses on all aspects of 
contemporary legend. The articles range from case studies of individual legends, historical analogues 
and exploration of legends in society, to analyses of performances and transmission, form, meaning, 
and function. 
  
I am soliciting abstracts (250-words) for a proposed special issue on “Contemporary Ghostlore”. 
Papers may include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 
 

• Ethnographic studies 
• Contemporary belief and disbelief in the Supernatural 
• Literary texts which draw upon folklore 
• Ghosts in popular culture 
• Cross cultural studies 

  
Please send abstracts of 250-words to Dr. Mikel J. Koven at mjkoven@googlemail.com  
by 1 June, 2008. 
 
Mikel J. Koven, Editor, Contemporary Legend 
  
 
Good Things  Come In Threes  

The Journal of Folklore Research Reviews, an online spin-off from the Journal of Folklore Research, 
publishes reviews of books and other resources in folkloristics, sending them via email (free of 
charge) to all who choose to have their names added to our list. We have now entered our third year 
of operations and to date we have published more than 200 reviews, all stored permanently on the 
JFR Web site http://www.indiana.edu/~jofr/.  We work with 182 presses and have a database of 
350 reviewers, resident on six of the world's continents (we are still working on Antarctica). 

The JFRR online subscriber list for reviews is currently approaching 700, and we are hopeful that we 
can attract enough new subscribers to bring this total up to four digits – yes, to 1,000 plus. To this 
end, we invite you to join our list, or if you are already a subscriber, to assist us in bringing word of 
our operation to friends and colleagues who might be interested. 

In order to subscribe, all you must do is send a message expressing this wish to jfrr@indiana.edu, 
and we will be sure you begin receiving right away our weekly mailings of reviews.  

We thank you for your interest in JFRR.  
Cheers,  
John McDowell, Editor  
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Datebook 2008  
 
 
June 1   Deadline for abstract submissions for special “Contemporary Ghostlore”  
   issue of Contemporary Legend (see pp. 5-6) 
 
 
June 16-20  9th SIEF Congress, University of Ulster, Magee Campus, Derry/   
   Londonderry, Northern Ireland, see http://www.meertens.knaw.nl/sief/  
 
 
June 30   Deadline for AFS international travel stipend proposals to travel to   
   conferences between August 1, 2008, and August 1, 2009 (see Winter 2008  
   AFSN pp. 4-5) 
 
   Deadline for submissions for the PAS: APAL Warren E. Roberts Graduate  
   Student Paper Competition (see pp. 4-5) 
 
 
July 1   Deadline for Independent Folklorists Travel Stipend (see pp. 3-4) 
 
 
August 31  Deadline for nominations for the Zora Neale Hurston Prize and the Américo 
   Paredes Prize (see Winter 2008 AFSN pp. 3-4) 
   
 
September 1  Deadline for nominations for the Benjamin A. Botkin Prize (see Winter 2008  
   AFSN pp. 2-3) 
 
   Deadline for proposals for  “The Train Just Don’t Stop Here Anymore”: An  
   Interdisciplinary Colloquium on the Soundscapes of Rural and Small-Town  
   America (see p. 5) 
 
   Deadline for proposals for Taking Shetland out of the Box: Island Cultures and  
   Shetland Identity, see http://www.abdn.ac.uk/elphinstone/events/shetland/ 
  
 
October 22-26  American Folklore Society 2008 Annual Meeting (Theme: “The Commons  
   and the Commonwealth”), Hyatt Regency Hotel, Louisville, Kentucky. For  
   information, see www.afsnet.org/annualmeet/index.cfm 
 
 
December 1  Deadline for international travel stipend proposals to travel to conferences  
   between March 1, 2009, and March 1, 2010 (see Winter 2008 AFSN pp. 4-5) 
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N.B.: If you move, please be sure to let AFS know your new contact information so  
we can continue to provide you timely service. Contact AFS at agozzino.2@osu.edu 


