ON THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY IN INDIANA IN 1902.

By W. 8, BLATCHLEY.

Once again we have to record a banner year in the history of the
Indiana Petroleum Industry. Since 1898 the tendency has been up-
ward and forward, and each year has shown a production greater than
the one preceding. That the yearly output depends largely upon
the price, and not upon the capacity of the field, is shown by the
fact that the years 1897 and 1898 were the only ones, since the
striking of oil in the State, in which the production fell off, and dur-
ing those years the price was low, ranging only between 40 and 60
cents per barrel. Since 1898, there has been, for the most part, an
upward tendency in price and as a result the output has been more
than doubled.

The price of oil was more uniform during the year 1902 than in
any year in the history of Indiana production. From January 1st
until October 4th, there was a change of but four cents per barrel.
Starting the year at 80 cents, it was raised to 83 cents on April 16th,
and to 84 cents on June 26th. This price it held until October 4th,
when it began to rise each week or ten days, reaching a maximum
of $1.10 at the very close of the year. There was no fall in price
during the year, and nothing to dishearten or lessen the hope of the
operator for better conditions. As a result new work went on rapid-
ly, the number of bores sunk was greater than in any preceding year,
and the output far exceeded that for any other year. The average
price per barrel, taking both time and amount received into consid-
eration, was 85.6 cents as against 83.4 in 1901.

The total production of Trenton Rock Oil in Indiana in 1902 was
7,535,561 barrels which, at the average price of 85.6 cents, amounted
to $6,450,440. Compared with 1901, this was an inerease in produc-
tion of 1,810,087 barrels, or 31.6 per cent. as against a gain of 16.5
per cent. in 1901. The amount received by the producers was
$1,675,395, or 35.1 per cent., more than in 1901.

The tables 'which follow comprise the principal statistics of the
Trenton Limestone Oil Producing fields of the State for the year
1902. The first table gives a complete record of the monthly pro-

—b71—




572 REPORT OF STATE GEOLOGIST.

duction of petroleum from these fields for the twelve years beginning
January 1, 1890, and ending December 31, 1902. This does not
include the amount used in the field for fuel and other purposes,
but only that shipped or piped by the companies who purchase the
oil from the operators. The second table shows the annual produe-
tion, the average yearly price and the total value by years for the
same period.




I. TOTAL PRODUCTION OF TRENTON LIMESTONE PETROLEUM IN INDIANA FROM 1891 TO 1903, BY MONTHS.

(Barrels.)
MONTH. 1891. 1892, 1863. 1894, 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 1901. 1902.

January.. ...oeoeeeiin el 6,171 15,841 111,824 259,000 300,568 365,582 290,746 317,014 297,291 353,451 425,140 554,038
February.....co..ooveinienl. 5,981 18,946 96,025 232,107 230,559 241,743 309,922 | * 272,780 220,440 302,493 384,785 460,073
March.........coooiiiiinnen 5,159 24,794 134,549 282,376 310,303 386,586 341,961 325,301 290,257 364,590 432,922 573,412
April ., it e 4,973 26,184 146,493 287,330 352,077 395,032 328,719 310,034 825,774 381,804 447,261 579,711
May... cene 5,757 31,033 186,939 321,502 397,001 417,963 340,023 311,208 344,831 426,363 482,118 635,752
June 8,136 40,888 209,616 333,479 403,569 434,167 369,803 320,477 334,282 446,492 481,807 633,452
July 10,809 | 49,203 | 221,666 | 327,849 | 434376 | 422968 | 375249 | 314861 | 3290086 | 437,087 $ 696,911
Angu, 11,603 56,109 248,353 345,031 420,132 407,238 371,921 332,777 347,621 466,127 623,106 697,040
Septem 16,500 66,034 245,615 319,588 409,169 415,675 362,528 326,264 332,283 418,716 519,087 672,611
October... .l 19,029 95,699 252,568 339,424 393,153 894,283 408,179 319,490 326,781 467,521 532,960 725,973
November.. . 20,801 129,270 245,607 304,030 373,789 337,331 430,958 200,644 326,302 406,684 510,788 656,457
December................e.. 21,715 | 144,067 236,038 337,450 361,436 362,164 423,069 300,457 332,266 441,347 479,485 650,131

Totals. vovvevnnniennnnens 136,634 | 698,068 | 2,335,203 | 3,688,666 | 4,386,132 | 4,680,732 | 4,353,138 | 3,751,307 l 3,807,714% 4,912,675 | 5,725,474 | 7,535,561

IT. PRODUCTION OF TRENTON ROCK PETROLEUM IN INDIANA FROM 1891 TO 1903, WITH VALUE.

1891. 1892. 1893. 1804, 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898, 1899. ' 1900. 1901. 1902.

YNVIAONT NI A¥ISQANT WAHTOHIEd §HY,

|
Total production (barrels of |
42 gallons) ..... .......... 136,634 | 698,068 | 2,335,293 | 3,688,666 | 4,386,132 | 4,680,732 | 4,353,138 | 3,751,307 | 3,807,714 | 4,912,675 | 5,725,474 | 7,535,561

Total value at wells of all
oils produced, exclud- | $54,787 | $260,620 | $1,050,882 | $1,774,260 | $2.807,124 | $2,954,411 | $1,871,849 | §2,228,276 | $3,331,750 | 4,740,731 | $4,775,05 | 86,450,440
. 8040 | %037 $0 45 %0 48 0 64 % 63 $043.0 90598 | $0873| 80963 | $0 83z | 0 852

ing pipeage ....
Value per barrel..

*This sum in the table on page 12, Report of this Department for 1899, was 11,000 barrels greater, that being the amount of Corniferous rock petro-
leum produced at Terre Haute in that year and included in the monthly production of Trenton rock oil.
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From the first of the above tables it will be seen that the largest
production of Trenton Rock Petroleum in Indiana in any one month
was in October, 1902, when 725,973 barrels were brought to the
surface. -The total production of Indiana Trenton Rock Oil for the
twelve years reached the enormous total of 46,011,394 barrels, which
sold for $32,300,175, or an average of $2,700,000 per year. In 1901
Indiana ranked fifth among the oil-producing States of the Union,
being exceeded by Ohio with 21,648,083 barrels; West Virginia with
14,177,126 barrels; Pennsylvania with 12,625,378 barrels, and Cali-
fornia with 8,786,330 barrels, produced. Unless California made de-
cided gains in 1902, Indiana bids fair to soon rank fourth in output.
The percentage of increase in Indiana was greater in 1902, than in
any year since 1893. ,

In the third table there is shown the number of wells completed in
Indiana by months from June, 1891, to January, 1903.

III. NUMBER OF WELLS COMPLETED IN THE INDIANA TRENTON LIMESTONE
OIL FIELDS FROM 1891 TO 1903, BY MONTHS.

DL O O e e I R 6 6 15 15 15 8 65
1892........ 11 13 18 13 17 19 17 30 25 52 33 47 )
1893........ 20 30 31 36 45 47 47 55 27 72 56 76 542
18%4........ 90 103 103 80 110 107 84 123 100 107 97 85 1,189
1895........ 61 45 81 111 122 ( 153 | 132 | 140 { 129 ( 106 | 102 85 1,267
18%........ 76 90 86 136 148 150 [ 113 121 70 58( 66 66 1,180
1897........ 41 35 40 47 49 52 60 45 55 89 119 54 686
1898........ 41 23 29 43 38 55 53 80 72 82 92 86 694
1899-<....... 5 48 68 64 87 9 77| 104 106 | 118 | 106 | 105 | 1,057
1900' ........ 113 87 98 148 | 165 | 163 | 158 | 155 | 135 152 | 118 108 | 1,580
1901........ 111 72 81 1217 167 171 167 169 184 207 220 132 1,802
1902........ 176 113 169 182 247 297 288 279 323 295 320 | 243 2,982
Total...|oovedivveeiovviii e e i i e AR —— -1378§

"From this table we learn that 1,130 more bores were sunk for oil
in Indiana in 1902 than in any previous year. Of the 2,932 bores
put down, all but three were in the Trenton limestone fields. The
three excepted were in the Corniferous limestone field near Loogoo-
tee, Martin County. The great increase in new work was due to
several causes, chief among which was the fair price of oil which
increased whenever a change was made. The great majority of bores
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were sunk in already proven territory, by companies whose mem-
bers are content to drill fair producing wells and secure what oil
they can find beneath their leases, rather than seeking far and wide
for new territory which is apt to produce a “gusher” or two.

From the table it may also be learned that up to January 1, 1903,
13,289 bores had been sunk for oil in Indiana. On that date there
were 8,963 producing wells in the State as against 6,765 on January
1, 1902, a gain of 2,198 for the year. By subtraction, it may be
learned that of the total number of bores sunk for oil in The State,
4,326 have proven dry or have been abandoned as nonproductive.
The number abandoned in 1902 was 291, or 53 more than in 1901,
while the number of dry holes drilled during the year was 443, or
152 more than in 1901. Of the total number of bores drilled in 1902,
15.1 per cent., or one per cent. less than in 1901, were dry.

The following table shows the *

NUMBER OF PRODUCING WELLS, NUMBER OF DRY HOLES, TOTAL BORES AND
AVERAGE INITIAL PRODUCTION OF WELLS DRILLED IN EACH OF THE
OIL-PRODUCING COUNTIES OF INDIANA IN 190t AND 1902.

- - T s 5. T el -
2= | = | p2 | 23| £5| £2 || 5AS | 2AS | 35343 |EEds
=¥ [~ i A =) [l E= Q-o_ Ay - -«

Adams....... it o6l 18l sl 15| el w2l 12 295 23.

Blackford .| 211| 283| 41| 75| 28| s8] 182] 2 209 157

Delaware....| 23| 21|l 19, sof 42| mw| 2| & 16. 158

Grant........ 48| o2l 80| 08| e8| 1050l 11| 102 21.6 185

Hamilton.... 1 S 3 | U RPN 1 ) 3 | OO FOS 40. 12.

Huntington..| 69| 1417 61 25| 75| 164 8 | 14 2.7 2.

§ PR so |- 7all 20| 20l vo| et 85| 23 176 141

Madison....| 50| 41]] 5| st|| 104 5| asg| 568 217 136

Marion ..%...f....e.. 28 | R IR | DO 2 | DO IO S | T 3

Miami ....... el 3|l 8] 4 1wl e | st 187 116

Randolph ...| 13| 2| 5| 33| 18| 594 orv] 5.9 42 2.1

Wabash...... g 2l 2. 6| 2f 383]..... 5. 75

Wells........ 0| el w| 2 | | 85 55 12 171

Martin....... o 2l 1 2l 3l 233 75 7.5

Totals....| 1,511 | 2,489 || 201 | 443 || 1,802 2o || 1160 | 15 | f21s | fis7

“These columns include bores sunk for oil which yielded gas.
t==average.
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The two producing wells at Terre Haute yielded 9,214 barrels of
Corniferous rock petroleum during the year 1902. The Pheenix Well,
which is the oldest and best oil well in the State, was shut down two
months for repairs.

The output at Loogootee for the year was 3,763 barrels, making a
total production of 12,977 barrels of Corniferous rock petroleum in
the State, or a grand total of 7,548,538 barrels of petroleum in Indi-

ana for the year.
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