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Introduction

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation 
report (2010), technology has become a 
major part of everyday life for young 
people. On average, households had 3.8 
televisions and 2.3 video game players that 
hook up to a television. That’s more than 
just one television and video game player 
for the family room.

Martins and Harrison (2011) created a study 
that looked at the relationship between 
media consumption and self-esteem. They 
found that: higher self-esteem was 
significantly negatively correlated with 
hours of television watched per week for all 
children.

Faught and Eisenhower (2016) analyzed the 
dialogue from each Disney Princess movie 
to see how compliments regarding females 
have changed over time. Female characters 
are not portrayed as “powerful, respected, 
useful, or comedic,” the main character’s 
posse is made up of males by default, and 
more than half of the compliments that 
females received related to appearance.

Method

Sample: this includes 150 top-
grossing animated films released 
from 1990-2019. The ranking was 
found on boxofficemojo.com based 
upon their 2019 lifetime gross in 
North America.

Coding: Dr. Hare and her research 
assistants coded the 150 movies 
individually. They watched the 
movies by themselves, discussed any 
variable discrepancies, and made 
coding decisions together to 
establish interjudge reliability. 

Hypotheses & Results

H1: Female characters are significantly 
more likely to be portrayed with sexy 
bodies
Males portrayed with sexy bodies– 4.5%
Females portrayed with sexy bodies – 6.3%

H2: Male characters are significantly more 
likely to hold occupations
Males with jobs– 51.8%
Females with jobs– 33.8%

H3: Significantly more female-titled films 
pass Bechdel Test than male-titled films. 
Male-titled films pass – 36.5%
Female-titled films pass – 100%

H4: Whether or not the film passes the 
Bechdel Test has no significant impact on 
box office earnings
Passed – $211.3 million
Failed – $195.1 million

H5: The majority of the films are produced 
by the two top-grossing studios
First top-grossing studio – Disney
Second top-grossing studio – Fox
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