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Overview 

Today we will cover: 

 Brief description of the Beginning College Survey of 

Student Engagement (BCSSE) and the National 

Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 

• Purpose, survey content, administration, reports 

 Describe an example of using BCSSE-NSSE data to 

examine student financial stress and their 

engagement. 



Purpose 

Purpose of BCSSE is to measure entering first-

year students’ pre-college academic and co-

curricular experiences, as well as their 

expectations and attitudes for participating in 

educationally purposeful activities during the first 

college year. 



Survey Content 

There are 3 sections to the BCSSE survey 

1) First section asks students about their high 

school experiences (Q’s 1 – 12) 

2) Second section asks students about their 

expectations and beliefs regarding their first-year 

of college (Q’s 13 – 18 & 21 – 23) 

3) The last section asks students about background 

characteristics (Q 19, 20, 24 - 32) 



Administration 

Paper, Web, or Mixed Modes 

1. Paper group administration 

• Orientation, Welcome Week, etc. 

2. Web group administration 

• While students are in computer lab, etc. 

3. Web email administration 

• Web link emailed to students 



Reports 

Four reports are provided: 

1. BCSSE Report (Summer/Fall 2012) 

2. BCSSE Advising (Summer/Fall 2012) 

3. Grand Frequencies and Means (Fall 2012) 

a) Overall 

b) Institution types 

4. BCSSE/NSSE report (Summer 2013) 
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Survey Content 

BCSSE Scales 

High School Academic Engagement 

  
Engagement in educationally relevant 

behaviors during the last year of high school.  
  

Expected Academic Engagement 

  Expected engagement in educationally 

relevant behaviors during the first year of 

college.    

Expected Academic Perseverance 

  
Student certainty that they will persist in the 

face of academic adversity. 
  

Expected Academic Difficulty 

  
Expected academic difficulty during the first 

year of college.  
  

Perceived Academic Preparation 

  
Student perception of their academic 

preparation.   
  

Importance of Campus Environment 

  Student-rated importance that the institution 

provides a challenging and supportive 

environment.    
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Reports 

The BCSSE Student 
Advising Report 

 The Beginning College Survey of Student 

Engagement Student Advising Report is an 

individualized report designed to help you 

understand how your students’ expectations 

about college activities and learning might 

affect their actual first-year experiences. This 

report uses information from the recently 

completed BCSSE survey.  



Reports 

The BCSSE Student 
Advising Report 

 The BCSSE is not an achievement test, but 
rather a survey that can help you to better 
advise your students so they can get the most 
out of their college experience. The BCSSE 
Student Advising Report communicates the 
activities and experiences each student 
expects from their college experience. 



Very Brief Description NSSE 

National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 

 Collects data from first-year and senior students near 

the end of the academic year regarding their academic 

engagement. 

 NSSE collects data regarding "good practices" in 

undergraduate education that reflect behaviors by 

students and institutions that are associated with 

desired outcomes of college. 



Very Brief Description NSSE 

National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 
 

 Level of Academic Challenge 
 Time spend preparing for class (Q9a) 
 

 Active and Collaborative Learning 
 Worked with other students on projects during class (Q1g) 

 

 Student-Faculty Interaction 
 Talked about career plans with a faculty member (Q1o) 

 

 Enriching Educational Experiences 
 Talking with students of a different race or ethnicity (Q1u) 

 

 Supportive Campus Environment. 
 Campus provides support you need to help you succeed academically 

(Q10b) 



Survey Content 

Many of these questions are designed to be 
matched with NSSE data. 

NSSE BCSSE 



Survey Content 

BCSSE 

NSSE 
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Financial Stress and Engagement 

NSSEville State is concerned about the success of their 

first-generation students. Feedback from admissions 

staff and academic advisors gives the impression that 

these students experience higher financial stress that 

compromises their academic engagement. NSSEville 

State’s goals are to investigate financial stress and 

academic engagement of first-generation students in 

order to better serve these students.  



Financial Stress and Engagement 

Indicators of financial stress: 
 

 

 BCSSE data 
 High school experience (Q8a-b) 

 Anticipated college experience (Q13a-b, 16c, 18d) 
 

 

 NSSE data 
 Actual college experience (Q9a-c, 9f, 10d) 

 

 

 

 

Note: Survey questions will also be identified on each subsequent 

slide. 
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Wrap Up 
 

 

 What we’ve covered 
 How much financial stress do your students have? 

 How does this stress affect student engagement? 

 Do the services your school provides serve your students well?   
 

 

 

 Begin appropriate discussions on your campus 
 BCSSE and NSSE data can help frame questions 
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Any discussion, questions, or comments? 



Please contact me with any questions: 
Jim Cole (colejs@indiana.edu) 

 

Over the next several months, BCSSE will be updated to correspond with the NSSE 
2014 administration. Part of this process includes getting feedback. Please help us 
to make BCSSE an even better survey instrument. Your input is critical so that we 
make changes that are in the best interest of our participating institutions. 

BCSSE 
Update 

Planned! 

BCSSE Updated in 2013! 

To arrange a meeting please visit the 
NSSE/BCSSE exhibit or call/text Jim Cole, 
BCSSE Project Manager, at 812-320-5651 
 

We need to hear from you! 

Share with us your ideas, comments, and questions 



Thank you! 

Copy of this and past presentations can be found at: 

http://bcsse.iub.edu/pubs.cfm 

 

Additional BCSSE information can be found at: 

http://bcsse.iub.edu/ 

 

Feel free to contact me with any 

questions regarding BCSSE & NSSE. 

Jim Cole 

BCSSE Project Manager 

colejs@indiana.edu 

http://bcsse.iub.edu/pubs.cfm
http://bcsse.iub.edu/

