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EDITOR' S COMMENT 

Folk lore  Forum has  always at tempted t o  b r i n g  
i t s  r eade r s  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  of a r t i c l e s  and 
reviews i n  an a t t r a c t i v e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  format .  
In  r ecen t  y e a r s ,  however, w e  have faced  inc reas -  
i ng  postage and paper  c o s t s  which have fo rced  
us t o  maintain our  l e v e l  of q u a l i t y  wi th  g r e a t  
f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  W e  have none the less  
managed t o  avoid r a i s i n g  our  p r i c e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  
years  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  of i n f l a t i o n .  The 
t i m e  ha s  come, however, t o  make some type  of 
f i n a n c i a l  adjustment  i n  our  r a t e s  i n  o rde r  f o r  
us t o  cont inue opera t ing .  Af t e r  much d i s c u s s i o n ,  
we have decided t o  i n s t i t u t e  a  new r a t e  schedule  
beginning with volume 13: $5.00 f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  
$6.00 f o r  non-students ,  and $7.00 f o r  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  ( fo re ign  s u b s c r i b e r s  add $2 -00 f o r  pos tage  
and hand l ing ) .  I n  t h i s  way, we hope t o  s t i l l  
keep Forum a f fo rdab le  and enable  us  t o  de f r ay  
some of our  i nc reased  c o s t s .  Back o rde r s  of  ou r  
s i n g l e  numbers of r e g u l a r  i s s u e s  w i l l  remain 
a t  $3.00, while  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  Bib l iographic  and 
Spec i a l  S e r i e s  w i l l  s t a y  a t  $4.00 (add $1.50 
f o r  postage and handl ing  wi th  each o r d e r ) .  We 
w i l l  cont inue t o  pub l i sh  Forum t h r e e  t i m e s  
yea r ly .  

Readers should n o t i c e  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
improvements implemented i n  t h e  journa l  wi$h 
volume 12. Thanks t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of Egle Zygas 
w e  have rep laced  t h e  reduced type  of  p rev ious  
i s s u e s  with a  much more r eadab le ,  l a r g e  type  
f o r  our  a r t i c l e s .  Second we have added t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of pub l i sh ing  photographs ; s e v e r a l  
enhance t he  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  on American m a t e r i a l  
c u l t u r e  (volume 12 ,  nos.  2-3) .  Thi rd ,  t h e  
journa l  is  bound wi th  an improved b inding  t h a t  
w i l l  be more permanent, manageable, and 
a t t r a c t i v e  than t h e  prev ious  one. 



Forum's "Comments" sec t ion-  occasionally 

w voices the  personal  opinions of individuals  
associa ted  with the  journal ,  a s  f o r  example, t h e  
"Ed i to r i a l  Comment" i n  Vol. 11:2 (pp. 70-72), 
which proposed t h a t  Forum be a journal  devoted 
t o  works by s tudents .  This appeal ,  however, does 
not represent  the  majori ty opinion of t h e  

w e d i t o r i a l  board, o r  s i g n i f y  a pol icy  change by 
Forum. In  con t ras t  t o  t h e  case presentes ,  
Forum continues t o  maintain i t s  t r a d i t i o n  of 
accepting what it considers  exce l l en t  and 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t i c l e s  and reviews whether they 
a re  submitted by f a c u l t y  members, s tuden t s ,  o r  

w other  individuals .  

Forum w i l l  continue t o  br ing  our readers  
the  bes t  i n  cu r ren t  f o l k l i f e  scholarship.  
Readers can look forward t o  more i s sues  
devoted t o  s p e c i a l  top ics  including Approaches 
t o  the  Studv of Material  A s ~ e c t s  of American - & 

- ---- - - -  - 

Folk Culture,  Medieval Studies  a n d ~ o l k l o r e  , - 
and Translat ions of S ign i f i can t  Foreign- 
Language ~ 0 1 k l o r e A r t i c l e . s .  I n  add i t ion ,  
general  i s sues  w i l l  f ea tu re  a r t i c l e s  on 
various aspects  of f o l k l i f e  , record,  book and 

cI f i lm reviews, and more t r a n s l a t i o n s  of 
foreign-language essays.  W e  need our readers '  
continued support  f o r  our endeavors. Urge your 
l i b r a r i e s ,  col leagues,  and f r i ends  t o  subscribe 
t o  Forum. With your he lp  we s h a l l  continue t o  
grow and t o  produce the  highest  q u a l i t y  journal  

v poss ib le .  

Simon J. Bronner 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The l d e a  f o r  t h l s  Index t o  t h e  a r t l c l e s  I n  t h e  f l r s t  t e n  
y e a r s  of  F o l k l o r e  Forum was born  I n  June 1978 on t h e  s e v e n t h  
f l o o r  of  t h e  I n d i a n a  U n l v e r s l t y  1:brary where t h e  f o l k l o r e  
collection is housed. I had found myse l f ,  a  member of  t h e  
Forum s t a f f ,  unab le  t o  e a s i l y  l o c a t e  an a r t l c l e  t h a t  had been 
recommended I n  c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t l o n .  "Maybe 1974 o r  1975" 
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be an inadequa te  g u l d e ,  s o  I s a t  i n  t h e  a l s l e  
patiently f l i p p l n g  th rough  volume a f t e r  volume. Although t h e  
a r t l c l e  I n  q u e s t l o n  e v e n t u a l l y  made ~ t s  appea rance .  I dec lded  
t h a t  F o l k l o r e  Forum r e a d e r s  shou ld  n o t  have t o  be  p l a c e d  I n  a  
s l m l l a r ,  frustrating p o s l t l o n .  The suggestion o f  compiling 
an Index was e n t h u s l a s t l c a l l y  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  s t a f f ,  and t h e  
p r o j e c t  was p u t  In  my hands .  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  none o f  us  r e a l l z e d  t h e  e x t e n t  of this 
t a s k .  I t  has  t aken  much l o n g e r  t h a n  a n t l c l p a t e d  because  of 
t h e  amount o f  r e a d i n g  and c l a s s l f l c a t l o n  t h a t  had t o  be done. 
But we o e l l e v e  t h e  e f f o r t  nas  been a  u s e f u l  and productive 
one. 

My g o a l  i n  maklng a  s u b j e c t  l i s t i n g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
a u t h o r  index  was t o  make t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  a s  e a s i l y  
accessible a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  s e c t i o n  was n o t  l i m i t e d  t c  t h e  b road  g e n r e  and a r e a  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  whlch a r e  o f t e n  used ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  a r t i c l e s '  
c o n t e n t s  were a l lowed  t o  d i c t a t e  t h e i r  own categories. For 
t h i s  r e a s o n ,  most a r t i c l e s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  by a t  l e a s t  two 
e n t r i e s .  When 3 s i n g l e  t o p l c  had o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  e n t r l e s ,  
I lumped t o g e t h e r  some of  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  under  an  i n c l u s i v e  
heading.  

C i t a t i o n  of  a r t i c l e s  conforms t o  s t a n d a r d  p r a c t i c e .  Book 
reviews a r e  l i s t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  a u t h o r  of  r ev iew,  " r ev iew o f , "  
a u t h o r  of  book, book t i t l e .  volume number, and page number. 
Record and f i l m  reviews a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  words " r e c o r d  
review" o r  " f i l m  r e n e w "  a f t e r  t h e  r e v i e w e r ' s  name. 

1 welcome any o b j e c t i o n s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  improvement. 
Comprehensive index ing  of t h e  F o l k l o r e  w i l l  b e  an on-going 
p r o j e c t  and we would l i k e  t o  have it accomodate t h e  needs  of  
t h e  f o l k l o r e  community. 

V i r g i n i a  A.P .  Lowe 
A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r  
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