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The list of “Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century” was developed by first identifying individuals who obviously warranted being on the list. These individuals were then asked to suggest others who they felt should appear on the list. As a result, a total of thirty-seven individuals were identified as being “Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century.” Eleven were classified as “Early Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century,” while twenty-seven were classified as “Later Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century.” Two individuals added to the list of “Later Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century,” recommended by those previously identified as being notable recreational therapists, were Linda Buettner and Judi Voelkl’s whose lives were shortened by cancer. Of course, there is bound to be disagreement as to who should appear. The selection process employed would seem to be the best means to identify worthy individuals. 
I must say that having had the privilege of personally knowing practically every recreational therapist on both lists of early and later notable recreational therapists and that the individuals named certainly deserve to be acknowledged for their contributions to the recreational therapy profession. I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity to personally have known John Eisel Davis, whose work I admire greatly but was before my time.
Some individuals on the lists may not be familiar with many of today’s recreational therapists. These include several on the “Early” list. For example, John Eisel Davis authored what could be heralded as the first book on the principles and practices of recreational therapy, although his contribution has been largely ignored in the history of recreational therapy. Another whose name is perhaps not widely known among recreational therapists is John Nesbitt, a professor at the University of Iowa who was tremendously active in the developmental years of the profession and a highly prolific author. Mary Virginia Frye and Martha Peters are two other names that might not be known to today’s recreational therapists, although they contributed significantly to the profession by authoring the first textbook in therapeutic recreation. Their book, Therapeutic Recreation: Its Theory, Philosophy, and Practice was published in 1972. 
A brief synopsis appears for each of those judged to be notable figures. Those who could be contacted were requested to author their own synopsis. David Austin prepared the write-ups for those who could not be contacted. 
Early 20th Century Notable Recreational Therapists
Edith Ball
Doris Berryman
John Eisel Davis
Mary Virginia Frye
Beatrice Hill
Fred Humpjrey
Ira Hutchinson
John Nesbitt
Gerald O’Morrow
Martha Peters
Janet Pomeroy

Later 20th Century Notable Recreational Therapists
David Austin
joan burlingame
Frank Brasile
Linda Buettner
Melinda Conway Callahan
Marcia Carter
David Compton
Peg Connolly
Mary Jean Erwin
Ann Huston
Ann James
Jerry Jordan
Jerry Kelley
Martha E. Kemeny
Terry Kinney
Bryan P. McCormick
Sandra K. Negley
Tim Passmore
Carol Peterson
Marieke Van Puymbroeck
John Shank
Jerry Singleton
Thomas K. Skalko 
Glenn Van Andel
Judith E. Voelkl
Ray West
Pam Wilson


Synopses of Early 20th Century Notable Recreational Therapists

Edith L. Ball (1905 – 1996)
A delightful, soft-spoken, and gracious lady, Dr. Edith Ball’s pioneering career opens a window into the beginnings of therapeutic recreation. 
Ball taught health and physical education at several locations before landing at the Western Reserve School of Nursing. Out of this experience grew her interest in using recreation as motivation for giving patients a will to live. 
She served as the state supervisor of recreation in Maryland under the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and was executive director of a settlement house in New York City while she worked on her doctorate at NYU. She was involved in the formation of the Recreation Workers of America that led to the establishment of the American Recreation Society (ARS) of which she served as president. She was president-elect of ARS during the merger talks about a unified national parks and recreation organization in 1962 and was a charter trustee of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) when it was formed to bring together all organizations related to parks and recreation. 
Edith Ball was a renowned professor at New York University (NYU), serving as instructor, assistant associate, full professor, and chairman in the School of Education. She played a pivotal role in shaping the therapeutic recreation program at NYU, creating the precursor to what is now known as therapeutic recreation. A highlight of her career was the establishment of what would develop into the highly regarded therapeutic recreation curriculum at NYU. Ball was highly involved with the beginnings of the accreditation program for parks and recreation curricula in colleges and universities, an interest she maintained throughout her career. Ball retired in 1973 and was appointed professor emerita, continuing to teach as an adjunct professor at NYU and George Washington University until 1975.
Knowing Ball’s career provides wonderful insights into the formative years of both the recreation and parks profession and the recreational therapy profession.

Doris Luverne Berryman (1926 – 2000) 
Doris Berryman was a distinguished American college professor and specialist in therapeutic recreation. She taught courses in leisure, recreation, and therapeutic recreation at New York University from 1973 to 1997, where she retired as an emerita professor. She is widely recognized for her significant contributions to developing professional standards and evaluation criteria for recreation services for individuals with disabilities.  
Berryman was born in Denver, Colorado. She graduated from the University of Denver, earned a master's degree at Teachers College, Columbia University, and completed doctoral studies at New York University in 1970, with a dissertation titled "A Method of Evaluating Recreation Services for Disabled Children and Youth in Institutional Treatment Settings, Based on the Establishment of Standards and Evaluative Criteria.”
Her early career included working as a therapeutic recreation specialist at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and for Comeback, Inc
She is credited with the first major effort to develop therapeutic recreation standards, which served as a major reference in the development of standards through the 1970s. She authored numerous publications, including reports like Recommended Standards with Evaluative Criteria for Recreation Services in Residential Institutions. Her research focused on areas such as activity analysis and program evaluation.
Dr. Berryman held leadership roles in professional organizations such as the National Therapeutic Recreation Society. Berryman was a member of the Academy of Leisure Sciences, the World Leisure & Recreation Association, the National Therapeutic Recreation Society, the Society of Park and Recreation Educators, and the American Educational Research Association,
Berryman died from pancreatic cancer in 2000, at the age of 74, at her home in New York City. The Metropolitan New York Recreation & Park Society gives an annual Doris Berryman Lifetime Achievement Award, named in her memory.

John Eisele Davis, Sr. (Active 1930s – 1950s)
 John Eisele Davis, Sc.D. was a true pioneer in using exercise and recreational activities as therapeutic tools for individuals with mental illness and physical disabilities. From the period of the 1930s through the 1950s, he was a key figure when the recreational therapy profession was just beginning to establish its professional identity.
While serving in the Army, Davis was rescued from a transport when it was torpedoed off the coast of Ireland. Following this, he was placed in charge of recreational activities for the 18th Battalion, 20th Engineers. From this experience, he became deeply interested in the effects of recreational activities on patients. This began his work in recreational therapy that eventually led him to become Chief of Corrective Therapy at the Perry Point Veterans Medical Center in Virginia.
While at the Perry Point Veterans Administration Medical Center, he developed comprehensive corrective therapy and recreational therapy programs. Later, he served as Chief of Corrective Therapy for the Veterans Administration in Washington, DC (1946-1955). While in this position, he became the Founder of the Association of Physical and Mental Rehabilitation, an affiliate of the American Association for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation (AAHPER).
Davis was best known as a pioneer in the development of recreation in the treatment of mental patients. His work mainly focused on the rehabilitation of patients hospitalized for psychiatric purposes. Among the first books Davis authored were Play and Mental Health and Principles and Practice of Rehabilitation. 
While somehow rarely acknowledged in the history of recreational therapy, Davis was a prolific author about recreational therapy, having published many articles and books. Examples of just some of his articles follow:
•	Davis, J. E., & Dunton, W. R. (1937). Principles and Practice of Recreational Therapy. AJN The American Journal of Nursing, 37(8), 939.
•	Campbell, D. D., & Davis, J. E. (1940). Report of research and experimentation in exercise and recreational therapy. American Journal of Psychiatry, 96(4), 915-933.
•	Davis, J. E. (1942). Psychiatric Concepts of Recreation. American Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, 21(1), 1-16.
•	Davis, J. E. (1943). Recreation as an Aid to the Community Life of the Mental Hospital. American Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, 22(1), 1-8.
•	Davis, J. E. (1945). Recreational therapy for the chronic alcoholic. Psychiatric Quarterly, 19(3), 450-464.
Davis’s most significant publication was his classic book, Clinical Applications of Recreational Therapy, published in 1952. This contribution is the first book on recreational therapy. It covered both theory and clinical practices in recreational therapy. In the book recreational therapy is defined as "medical employment of free play, exercise, and activity to meet treatment aims.” (p.3)." He believed that such activities were important, dynamic components of treatment when they were directed toward clearly defined therapeutic goals. Further, Davis wrote “Recreation is accepted today as a valid treatment adjunct” (p. 105). 
Within Clinical Applications of Recreational Therapy, Davis stressed to derive the potential benefits of treatment the therapist must be adequately trained and that the provision of diversional programs does not compose recreational therapy. Instead, prescribed activities serve as vehicles to restore function to the maximum level of which the patient is capable. He wrote, “It should be understood that everything which happens to the patient of a diversional nature does not constitute recreational therapy. There is a need to carefully delimit the field to include medically prescribed activities administered by those who have attained the status and dignity of therapists upon the basis of clinical experience supplementing specialized instruction in psychiatric techniques” (p. 98).
Thus, John Eisele Davis set a foundation for much that would follow in the clinical practice of recreational therapy. To Davis, recreational therapy was much more than the provision of recreation activities for patients. He continually emphasized the importance of using recreational activities to meet treatment aims.
Why Davis has not been heralded as an individual that has had a significant impact on the practices of recreational therapy remains a mystery. Anyone familiar with his writings must arrive at the conclusion that he significantly influenced the recreational therapy profession.

Mary Virginia Frye (1918–1995)
Mary Virginia Frye, primarily known as Ginny Frye, was an early pioneer in the field of therapeutic recreation, best known for co-authoring one of the discipline's foundational texts, Therapeutic Recreation: Its Theory, Philosophy, and Practice, with Martha Peters in 1972. 
The book she co-authored with Martha Peters was instrumental in establishing the theoretical and philosophical basis for the emerging field of therapeutic recreation. It was a core text for early practitioners and educators, helping to define the scope and purpose of the profession. Its philosophical basis rested on humanistic psychology where the therapeutic recreation specialist deals with the patient as a person and as a social being. In addition to providing with a comprehensive historical review of the use and value of recreation in the treatment and rehabilitation, Frye and Peters provided the first comprehensive overview of therapeutic recreation that included its history and philosophy, its values and applications, its professional concerns, and its future and trends.
Frye entered the profession of therapeutic recreation as a Red Cross Recreation Worker. She then gained her PhD from the University of Illinois (U of I). Following achieving her terminal degree, she was asked to join the faculty at U of I where she would develop the therapeutic recreation curriculum. While at Illinois, her students included two notable recreational therapists of the twenty century, David Austin and Terry Kinney. Later in her career, she was recruited by Iowa State University to establish the therapeutic recreation program.
Through her writing and practice, Frye advocated for the professional recognition of therapeutic recreation as a distinct and valuable healthcare discipline.
 She was a highly respected figure in academia and published articles in various professional journals. She retired in 1981 after a career dedicated to the advancement of the field.
Frye was active during a crucial period when therapeutic recreation was moving from a collection of diverse activities into a professionalized, theory-driven practice. 
Mary Virginia Frye is remembered for her significant intellectual contributions that helped to formalize the practice of recreational therapy

Beatrice H. Hill (1926-2000)
Beatrice H. Hill, sometimes known as Bea Hill, was a pioneer in therapeutic recreation. While visiting a relative receiving treatment for tuberculosis in 1940, Hill observed the lack of recreation activities and services available to hospitalized patients. Recognizing this void in their treatment, the effects of excessive boredom, and the lack of stimulation, she volunteered to serve as consultant for recreation rehabilitation services in the Institute of Hospital Medicine of the Goldwater Memorial Hospital in New York City. Shortly thereafter, she met Dr. Howard Rusk, director of the Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and together they worked to establish recreation programs throughout all of New York City’s municipal hospitals.
In 1953 Hill was employed by the National Recreation Association (NRA) to direct its consulting service for the emerging field of hospital recreation. This service was later renamed the NRA Consulting Service on Recreation for the Ill and Handicapped. Over the years, the NRA’s interest in this area was only marginal. However, one of the first committees created by the Playground Association of America in 1907 focused on play in institutions. Despite this early interest, it was not until 1953, with the employment of Hill, that the NRA assumed a major role in promoting recreation services for the ill and handicapped. This new service provided advice and consultation to individuals and organizations including hospitals, nursing homes, special agencies, and community groups on services for the handicapped. In addition to organizing training workshops and carrying out survey research, the consulting service answered over 200 inquiries each month. In the eight years Hill served on the NRA staff, there was a phenomenal increase in the recognition and acceptance of the concept of recreation as a major force in the rehabilitation of the ill and handicapped.
Hill produced the first educational film on the therapeutic value of recreation for patients in non-government hospitals. The film, entitled “So Much for So Little,” was financed by a grant from the Hofheimer Foundation. It shows, in dramatic form, how a volunteer worker discovers that recreation in a general civilian hospital contributes to better patient morale. One of the highlights of the film is an appeal made by Howard A. Rusk, M.D., director of the Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and Associate Editor of The New York Times, for more community and professional interest in this new field.
Hill was also the author of one of the first publications on hospital recreation, Starting a Recreation Program in a Civilian Hospital, was designed to help the neophyte in a civilian hospital to understand and plan effectively for hospital recreation.
With support from the Avalon Foundation and a grant from the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, Hill established Comeback, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to “promote through recreation the social rehabilitation of the aged, ill, and handicapped.” Hill was an early advocate of the term “therapeutic recreation.” Until this time, the term recreational therapy or recreation therapy were used primarily to describe the field. The impact of Comeback, Inc, was significant by providing the first scholarship program for university training in the emerging profession and influencing the development of standards for personnel and registration of what became known as therapeutic recreation specialists. Largely because of her success and the realization on the part of the federal government that it should include recreation services as part of its matrix of human service programs, the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation in 1963 began awarding scholarships and financial support for faculty positions in a select number of universities offering graduate work in therapeutic recreation. Hill’s prominence and her use of the term “therapeutic recreation” brought the term into wider use. The term was further popularized when it was used in the title of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society in 1966, although the terms “recreational therapy” or “recreation therapy” remained prominent in describing the profession.
Hill’s life was one of dedication. Like so many pioneers, she was not professionally trained in the field she influenced, but because of her energy and vision the field prospered. She demonstrated the value of a consulting service, promoted the need for professional standards, and influenced the federal government to accept therapeutic recreation as an allied health profession. As important as these actions were, perhaps her most significant accomplishment was the promotion and recognition of the concept that the community is the natural setting for recreation programs to serve those with disabilities, that it can help in reintegration, and that recreation programs should be accessible to all citizens. Because of this advocacy, millions are the beneficiaries of her vision and effort.

Fred Humphrey (1922 – 1994)
Fred Humphrey was a pioneer and strong advocate for the profession of therapeutic recreation. His own experience recovering from a wound sustained during the Battle of the Bulge in WWII, where recreation and sports aided his recovery at a VA hospital, inspired his life’s work. Ironically, Humphrey maintained a “nonclinical” view that did not involve taking a systematic approach of assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation of programming to bring about specific therapeutic outcomes.
Humphrey entered the field he termed “therapeutic recreation,” or the provision of recreational services to persons with disabilities, at the time of its inception as a profession and was a pioneer in shaping the development of the profession. He was a member of the Hospital Recreation Section of the American Recreation Society that held the position held by G. Ott Romney who proclaimed that recreation was an end in itself and should not hide behind the “skirts of therapy.” This position contrasted with the position of the National Association of Recreational Therapists who believed that recreation was “a tool of treatment.”
Humphrey was instrumental in the forming of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS) in the mid-1960s. He served two terms as president of NTRS (1967-1968 and 1988-89).
Humphrey became a national figure as an academic. He developed the initial therapeutic recreation curricula at several universities. The first was the University of Iowa. Others that followed were Penn State University and Temple University. During the final years of his career, Humphrey was chair of the Department of Recreation at the University of Maryland.
Humphrey was a strong advocate for the provision of recreation services for people with disabilities and for the supplying of educational opportunities for persons from minority groups within the profession.

Ira J. Hutchison (1924 – 2011)
Ira Hutchison was a prominent figure in recreational therapy during the era of the 1950s through the 1970s. He was a pioneering African American recreational therapy expert who helped establish some of the first professionally developed and operated recreational therapy programs in the United States. 
 After serving in the Navy and graduating from Kansas State University, Hutchison became the recreation therapy director at Topeka State Hospital in Kansas in the 1950s. Due to segregation preventing him from pursuing a coaching career, he took on the pioneering role of using recreation as a treatment for mentally ill patients. While at the Topeka State Hospital, Hutchinson became active in the clinically orientated National Association of Recreational Therapists (NART) and eventually served on the NART Board of Directors.
 In 1965, he earned a master's degree in therapeutic recreation from Columbia University's Teachers College. He then became the recreation director at St. Vincent's Hospital in New York, where he developed recreation and rehabilitation programs for the emotionally disturbed.
Hutchison went on to be a founding member and the first president of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS), a branch of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), in 1967. He also served as NTRS’s first Executive Secretary. He remained with NRPA in various capacities until 1972 when he joined the National Park Service.
In 1977, Hutchison was named the first African American Deputy Director of the National Park Service. He later worked in the Interior Department to increase opportunities for women and minorities.
Hutchinson then was appointed to serve as Director of the Historically Black Colleges and Universities for the federal government. Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are institutions of higher education in the United States that were established before the Civil Rights Act of 1964 with the intention of serving African American students.
After retiring in 1986, he founded Roundtable Associates, an organization for distinguished African Americans in the parks, recreation, and conservation fields.

John Nesbitt (1933 – 2019)
Dr. John A. Nesbitt Sr. was a prominent figure and pioneer in the field of therapeutic recreation and community recreation for individuals with disabilities. He held significant leadership positions and worked extensively to promote inclusive recreation services. 
Nesbitt was a professor and project director at the University of Iowa's Recreation Education Program, where he directed projects and published papers on recreation for individuals who were deaf-blind and other people with disabilities.
 He served as the President of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS) and Chair for the Recreation Subcommittee of the U.S. President's Committee Employ. Disabled. He was also a member of the U.S. Secretary of Education's National Advisory Committee on Physical Education and Recreation for Handicapped Children/Youth.
 Nesbitt authored or edited several key publications, including the book Recreation and Leisure Service for the Disadvantaged: Guidelines to Program Development and Related Readings. His work focused on developing guidelines and educational materials to ensure access to leisure and recreation services for all.
 His work and publications were part of the growing movement toward establishing a professional body of knowledge and professional ethics for the therapeutic recreation field. 
Nesbitt's work had a lasting impact, helping to shape the professional standards and advocacy for inclusive recreational therapy services, emphasizing the importance of recreation and leisure for the well-being and life quality of people with disabilities.

Gerald S. O’Morrow (1929 – 2002)
Dr. Gerald S. O’Morrow, better known as Jerry O’Morrow, was an international leader-teacher, and writer in therapeutic recreation. For over 40 years, he served as a therapist, administrator, and consultant within health care facilities and as an administrator and educator in academic settings. His scholarly activity, including books and journal articles, had a significant impact on philosophy, theory, and standards of therapeutic recreation practice.
As an early leader, he edited one of the first textbooks, Administration of Activity Therapy Service (1966). Dr. O’Morrow’s scholarly activity in research and in books and journal article publications had a profound impact on the philosophy, theory, and standards of therapeutic recreation practice. In 1976 he published Therapeutic Recreation: A Helping Profession, one of the first texts to identify the role and scope of therapeutic recreation. In this text, he introduced the notion of APIE, or Assessment, Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation, that has become a hallmark of recreational therapy.
Morrow’s professional service included frequent conference presentations and service as president of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society on two occasions. He was Chair of the Department of Recreation at Indiana State University and of the Department of Recreation, Parks, and Tourism at Radford University. He also served on the faculty of the University of Georgia. He was also a visiting lecturer at colleges and universities in the United States and worldwide in China, Japan, New Zealand, and Spain. He served for many years as a consultant to public and private agencies including the World Health Organization. 
A native of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and a great fan of Notre Dame football, he earned his bachelor’s degree in recreation therapy from Sacramento State College, his master’s degree in hospital recreation from the University of Minnesota, and his doctorate in therapeutic recreation from Columbia University Teachers College.
 During his career, he received numerous awards and citations for his exemplary service including one of the highest honors given in the profession, the NRPA Distinguished Professional Service Award. He was recognized by PALAESTRA for his significant contributions to therapeutic recreation throughout his career.

Martha Peters (19   -   )
Martha Peters was a significant figure in the field of recreational therapy (also known as therapeutic recreation). She is often listed among the "luminaries" of the therapeutic recreation profession.
Her primary contribution seems to be through her influential published works that helped establish the theoretical and philosophical basis of the profession. She is a co-author of the book, Therapeutic Recreation: Its Theory, Philosophy, and Practice (1972), with Mary Virginia Frye. This work is cited as a foundational text in the field.
She also authored A Study of Some Factors Affecting Hospital Patient Behavior (1963), which appears to be an earlier contribution to the practice of recreational therapy in a hospital setting.
 Peters joined the faculty of the University of Tennessee (UT) in 1973 after having previously taught at the University of Kentucky. She was an associate professor and later a full professor on the faculty of the University of Tennessee, specifically within the Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies, where she developed the program in therapeutic recreation. She also served as a major professor for graduate students in the department. She retired from UT in 1984 as a Professor Emeritus.
Her legacy in the field is recognized at the university through the Martha Peters Award, which is given to therapeutic recreation students who demonstrate strong scholarship and 
outstanding service.

Janet Pomeroy (1912 – 2000)
Janet Pomeroy was a notable advocate for individuals with disabilities and the founder of one of the first recreation centers dedicated to providing inclusive opportunities for people with physical and developmental disabilities.
Born Esther Janet Akers, she was raised in a large family on a farm near San Antonio, Texas. At the age of 10, she contracted polio, which left her with a partially immobilized arm. After moving to Hillsborough, California, she volunteered with the Red Cross and began working with children who had cerebral palsy, an experience that inspired her to create her own recreation center in San Francisco. 
Pomeroy earned a bachelor's degree in recreation in 1953 and a master’s degree in therapeutic recreation in 1962, both from San Francisco State University. In 1952, at a time when people with disabilities were confined to their homes or institutional care, Pomeroy pioneered the idea that they could engage in recreational activities. This belief led her to establish the Recreation Center for the Handicapped in San Francisco. Initially starting with just six children in a small room near Fleishhacker Pool, Pomeroy’s program quickly gained attention. As more families sought services for their disabled children, the center expanded, becoming a model for similar organizations across the country and internationally. In her honor, the center was renamed the Janet Pomeroy Center in 2003 and later the Pomeroy Recreation and Rehabilitation Center.
The center has long been noted as a model for similar centers in cities across America. The center now provides many types of recreational activities including swimming and camping, along with vocational training. Thousands of individuals with disabilities are served each week at the center. The facility, now located on a 5.5-acre site on Skyline Boulevard, includes a playground, theater, gymnasium, wheelchair-accessible pool, and garden, and employs more than 200 staff members.
Pomeroy authored several publications, including the textbook Recreation for the Physically Handicapped (1964) and a memoir titled Among the Roses (1993). 
For her many contributions, Pomeroy received numerous awards, including an honorary degree from the University of California, San Francisco, the San Francisco State Alumni of the Year award, and the St. Francis of Assisi humanitarian service award.




Synopses of Later 20th Century Notable Recreational Therapists

David R Austin (1941 -     )
Dr. David R. Austin is best known as Dave Austin. He has been termed by colleagues as “history's most influential scholar in forming and directing the future of the therapeutic recreation profession!” and “No one else has had the impression on the profession as much as he has.” Austin completed his undergraduate degree at Union College in Kentucky (now Union Commonwealth University). He obtained his MS in recreation from Indiana University, and his PhD in recreational therapy from the University of Illinois. While at Illinois, he was greatly influenced by U of I faculty Jerry Kelley and Mary Virginia “Ginny” Frye, who strongly believed in the clinical practice of recreational therapy and by receiving his cognate area in social psychology. Austin’s philosophy of practice was also heavily influenced by Dr. Al Grubb with whom Austin served as Recreational Therapy Director at Evansville State Hospital in Indiana. Dr. Grubb was the part-time Executive Director of the National Association of Recreational Therapists (NART), as well as the Activity Therapy Coordinator for the hospital. NART viewed “recreation as a tool for treatment.”
Austin’s first professorship was at the University of North Texas in 1973, where he established the recreational therapy curriculum. He then began 29 years as a faculty member in recreational therapy at Indiana University Bloomington in 1976, rising to (full) professor with tenure in 1986. While at IUB, he contributed over 200 articles to the literature of recreational therapy, including 14 articles coauthored with his colleague Bryan McCormick. He has given more than 150 presentations, including keynote addresses at conferences of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association and the Canadian Therapeutic Recreation Association. He also has given lectures in Canada, England, Australia, and Puerto Rico.
 AT IU, Austin also developed and administered the first distance education program in recreational therapy when, in the 1983-84 academic year, he initiated Indiana University’s recreational therapy master’s program taught over interactive television to sites in Indiana, Ohio, and Maryland. Austin regularly taught courses in the unique televised teaching program, which was conducted until 2007, when the program was moved to an online format. Later, at IU, Austin obtained and directed a federal grant project from which 23 recreational therapy instructional videos (known as the RTV videos) were produced. No videos were available to the profession prior to the RTV videos. The videos have been used in university recreational therapy instruction throughout the United States and Canada. The RTV project received ATRA’s Excellence in Education Award.
Austin was named a Distinguished Fellow by the Society of Parks and Recreation Education, the American Therapeutic Recreation Association, and the Academy of Leisure Sciences, the only individual to receive all three of the societies’ highest honor. Austin was active professionally, serving a president of the Recreation Therapists of Indiana, the American Therapeutic Recreation Association, and the Academy of Leisure Sciences, as well serving on the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Board of Trustees. In 2005, the Recreation Therapists of Indiana initiated the David R Austin Award to honor him for his contributions to recreational therapy and RTI. The award is given annually to the RTI Member of the Year. Austin and legendary recreational therapist Ray West, in 2011, also served as founders of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists, an honor society that recognizes the top recreational therapists. 
Perhaps Austin’s greatest contributions to recreational therapy have been his authorship of numerous recreational therapy textbooks, his contributions to recreational therapy education, and his development of his Health Protection/Health Promotion Model of Practice. His major single authored text, Therapeutic Recreation Processes and Techniques: Evidence-Based Recreational Therapy has been published in nine editions. In total, Austin was the single author or co-editor of eight textbooks in recreational therapy. 
Austin loved classroom teaching and received Indiana University’s highest teaching honor, the Frederic Bachman Leiber Award for Distinguished Teaching in 1988. He also received the Teaching Excellence Award from the Society of Park and Recreation Educators in 1994.
Austin was among the first to provide a theoretical model for recreational therapy practice. He first published his popular Health Protection/Health Promotion Model of Practice in 1991, which he reformulated in 2011 to give attention to not only acute care but chronic care as well. His model is directed toward helping recreational therapy clients to overcome problems or concerns that cause barriers to health (i.e., health protection) and then assisting them to achieve the highest possible level of health (i.e., health promotion).
For his contributions to the profession of recreational therapy, in 2001 he was honored by Palestra magazine for his lifetime achievement in the provision of leadership for recreational therapy. Austin and four others honored by Palestra are featured in the video Portraits of Pioneers in Therapeutic Recreation, Part II, available via streaming from Indiana University.

[bookmark: _Hlk219306925]Frank Basile (1945 -    )
[bookmark: _Hlk219306998]Dr.  Frank M. Basile (aka Frank Brasile) devoted his career to advancing recreational therapy and adapted sports, leaving a profound and lasting imprint on academic programs, professional practice, and the athletes he mentored. His journey began at the University of Illinois, where he combined teaching with coaching in wheelchair basketball. From 1973 to 1977, he served as a faculty member in the Department of Leisure Studies at Urbana-Champaign and as Supervisor of Recreation and Athletics at the University of Illinois Rehabilitation Center. In 1978, he became a professor and Director of Recreational Therapy at Longwood University where, over six years, he built a program that blended theoretical foundations with practical, hands-on experience, preparing graduates to enter the field with confidence and skill.
In 1987, Basile joined the faculty at the University of Nebraska–Omaha. As professor, he shaped the profession through teaching, research, and mentorship, becoming a respected voice in interdisciplinary approaches to wellness. He championed evidence-based practice and helped elevate recreation therapy’s credibility within allied health. 
His professional service was equally influential. He was a founding member of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association. In 1995, he served as President of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), reflecting his deep commitment to advancing recreational therapy through clinical excellence in adaptive sports, inclusive programming, professional, and mentorship. In 2001, he was named an ATRA Distinguished Fellow, the association’s highest honor, recognizing his pioneering work in adaptive sports and his ability to bridge academic research with clinical application. Two years later, he received the ATRA Scholarly Achievement Award, underscoring his impact on research and scholarship. His work advanced functional classification systems in adaptive sports and deepened understanding of motivation, inclusion, and performance among athletes with disabilities, shaping how recreation therapy is taught and applied.  He also served as the first president of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists 
Basile’s career in wheelchair basketball reflected a remarkable blend of coaching, scholarship, and leadership. At Illinois, he coached and led efforts to establish the Intercollegiate Wheelchair Basketball Tournament. In 1983, he formally moved for the creation of a collegiate division within the National Wheelchair Basketball Association, a contribution so valued that the NWBA’s Intercollegiate Division named its sportsmanship award in his honor. His research contributions were equally groundbreaking. He developed the first wheelchair basketball skills test, which has since become a global standard for evaluating and improving athletic performance, and he conducted comparative analyses of elite athletes, demonstrating skill parity across disability levels and genders.
On the international stage, Basile served as a coach for the U.S. Women’s Wheelchair Basketball Team at the 1992 Summer Paralympics in Barcelona, the 1996 Summer Paralympics in Atlanta, and the 2000 Paralympics in Sydney. He also was a coach for the team at the 1990 Gold Cup in Étienne, France, the 1991 World Wheelchair Games in Stoke Mandeville, UK, and the 1998 Gold Cup in Sydney. Over this time period these teams achieved an overall international record of thirty-eight victories and eleven losses.
His impact on sport of wheelchair basketball was recognized through multiple halls of fame. In 2003, he was inducted into the National Wheelchair Basketball Association (NWBA) Intercollegiate Division Hall of Fame, and in 2005 he entered the NWBA Hall of Fame, joining other influential figures who shaped the association through leadership, advocacy, and long-term service. That same year he was inducted into The Boys’ Club of New York All Sports Hall of Fame, honored alongside Jackie Robinson, Jim Brown, Frank Gifford, Dan Jansen, Carly Patterson, Dot Richardson, Gayle Sayers, and Frank Shorter.
[bookmark: _Hlk219307069]Through his teaching, coaching, research, and leadership, Dr. Basile helped in the growth and recognition of recreational therapy and adaptive sport. His vision and dedication elevated wheelchair basketball from recreational activity to respected collegiate and international competition, while his scholarship and mentorship ensured the profession’s continued growth and credibility. His legacy endures in the athletes, students, and colleagues he inspired.

joan burlingame  (1954 -    )
joan burlingame gained prominence as a notable author and contributor in the profession of recreational therapy. Her contributions are primarily in authoring literature for recreational therapy, that include:
·  She is the author or co-author of several editions of the book, Assessment Tools for Recreational Therapy and Related Fields, which is a standard reference book on the assessment process, specific tools, and standards in the field. It is often referred to as “the Red Book.”
· Perspectives in Recreational Therapy: Issues of a Dynamic Profession with Frank Brasile and Thom Skalko.
· Recreational Therapy Handbook of Practice: ICF-based Diagnosis and Treatment with Heather R Porter. The RT Handbook prepares readers to use the ICF. Every code and the coding process are described in detail. The book is packed with practical how-to information on assessing, treating, adapting, and documenting every physical, cognitive, and social skill you can possibly think of. Over 30 diagnoses that are common to RT practice are reviewed in an easy-to-read format. Detailed information about the RT approaches and interventions for each diagnosis are provided... and the interventions are even in the book. 
· Idyll Arbor's Therapy Dictionary and Idyll Arbor's Glossary for Therapists with Thom Skalko.
She has served as a professor or mentor, guiding students and staff on research projects related to the effectiveness of recreational therapy, such as a study on off-site recreational therapy activities and their impact on patient's perceived freedom and self-efficacy.
 burlingame received a Certificate of Recognition from the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) in 1987 as a notable author and contributor in the profession of recreational therapy.

Linda L. Buettner (1956–2012)
Linda Buettner was a prominent figure in therapeutic recreation and gerontology, renowned for her research and practical guidelines for treating individuals with dementia, depression, and apathy in long-term care settings. She was a professor at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG) and Florida Gulf Coast University.
Dementia Care Research: Buettner was a renowned researcher focused on non-pharmacological interventions for older adults with dementia. Her research demonstrated the effectiveness of prescribed recreational therapy activities, such as sensorimotor programs and therapeutic cooking, in reducing agitation and apathy and improving functional abilities.
 	She co-authored the Dementia Practice Guidelines for Recreational Therapy: Treatment of Disturbing Behaviors, which provides an evidence-based approach and 82 recreational protocols for clinical use in dementia care.
 Buettner developed practical, evidence-based tools for practitioners, such as the use of personality traits to guide activity prescriptions and the "AD-venture" therapeutic biking program for depression.
 	She mentored numerous up-and-coming professionals and served on the board of directors for the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA). She was also the founding Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of Recreation Therapy. She also directed centers focused on aging and research, such as the Center for Positive Aging at Florida Gulf Coast University.
 	Buettner was a passionate advocate for animal-assisted therapy and conducted research demonstrating the importance of animals to health outcomes, working as a trainer for Pet Partners. 
Linda Buettner left a legacy by bridging the gap between research and practice, significantly shaping the role of the recreational therapist in geriatric care. An academic award at the University of Tennessee and a practice prize are named in her honor. Her life was cut short by cancer in 2012.

Melinda Conway Callahan (19  -    )
Melinda Conway Callahan was a key figure in the early days of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), serving as a Director-at-Large on its founding board, but she's primarily known for a distinguished career in philanthropy, non-profit leadership, and fundraising for major Michigan organizations like Focus:HOPE, Forgotten Harvest, and DMC, raising nearly a billion dollars. :
Callahan was part of the original board of directors when ATRA was incorporated in 1984, alongside figures like David Park, William Hillman, Jr., and Peg Connolly. Callahan showed her long standing commitment to ATRA when she served as ATRA president 2003-2004.
She spent decades in leadership roles, focusing on development, fundraising, and public relations for non-profits and healthcare systems and held executive positions at Crittenton Hospital Foundation, Presbyterian Villages of Michigan Foundation, Focus:HOPE, and Forgotten Harvest.

Marcia Jean Carter (1946-    )
Marcia Jean Carter, also known as Marcia Carter, made many significant contributions to the recreational therapy profession as a practitioner, author, editor, national leader, and professor. She had been recognized on several occasions for her work on behalf of the recreational therapy profession.
Carter completed her bachelor’s degree from Hanover College and upon graduation enrolled at Indiana State University in the master’s program in Recreation.  She was privileged to serve as Dr. Gerald S. O’Morrow’s graduate assistant during his initial year of teaching in higher education. Upon his advice she directed experiences involved with individuals in nursing homes and day care settings providing therapeutic recreation. Dr. O’Morrow would later invite Carter to co-author a management book in therapeutic recreation. Following completion of the master’s degree, employment in Cincinnati Ohio provided opportunities to initiate a gym-swim program in a YMCA with youth with various disabilities followed by employment with Stepping Stones Center for the Disabled that also provided opportunities to develop programs with individuals from six months of age through older adults with various disabilities. A return to Indiana University to earn the doctorate presented the opportunity to experience Dr. Carol Ann Peterson as an instructor who later invited Carter to replace her at Michigan State University to continue a professional preparation grant with master’s students focusing on systems design and development of instructional manuals. Dr. Peterson later recommended Dr. Carter to author an introductory book on therapeutic recreation, which was also supported by Dr. O’Morrow.
Dr Carter held professorships at several institutions including stints at Eastern Kentucky University, Northern Iowa, Baylor, Northern Colorado, Western Illinois University, Ashland University, and the University of Tennessee. Of note at the University of Tennessee, Dr. Martha Peters was the recreation program coordinator and coauthor of one of the earliest books on therapeutic recreation (1972). Under her supervision, Dr. Carter was familiarized with historical programs in the Red Cross and became involved in grant writing and professional organizations. Dr. Peters also encouraged practical experience. Professional positions with Dallas Parks and Recreation Department and Bradford Woods exposed Dr. Carter to management responsibilities and operation of year-round outdoor centers and seasonal camps. These positions also brought the opportunity to benefit from supervision and engagements with notable individuals including Gary Robb and Dr. David Austin.
Throughout her career Dr. Carter served on community and professional boards and volunteered for non-profit organizations. Summers were spent with special recreation associations, residential and day camps, and in clinical settings. Dr Carter has been on the Board of Directors for the YMCA, an Equine Therapy Center, Special Olympics, and a Disabilities Expo. Volunteer experiences in aquatics with youth and adults with disabilities occurred throughout her career. Under the Medicaid waiver program with individuals with developmental disabilities Dr. Carter provided in-house and inclusion experiences.
Dr. Carter has co-authored multiple editions of several textbooks including Therapeutic Recreation a Practical Approach, Effective Management in Therapeutic Recreation Service, and Recreation Therapy with Individuals Living in the Community: An Inclusive Approach. She serves as the Editor-in-Chief for the Therapeutic Recreation Journal and is a member of the editorial board of Activities, Adaptation, and Aging.  Dr. Carter chaired the editorial board of JOPERD, served as the Managing Editor of Leisure Today, and as an associate editor for the Annual in Therapeutic Recreation and SCHOLE.
Dr. Carter served as Chair of the Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism and Related Professions, National Certification Board, and National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification. Dr. Carter was instrumental in the creation of this Council and was the initial Chair. She was also President of the American Association for Leisure and Recreation and the National Therapeutic Recreation Society. She has been recognized with receipt of the J.B. Nash Scholar Award, American Association for Leisure and Recreation; Distinguished Fellow Award, American Therapeutic Recreation Association; Distinguished Service Award, National Therapeutic Recreation Society; and the Distinguished Service and Literary Awards, Christian Society for Kinesiology and Leisure Studies. Honorary society memberships include the American Leisure Academy, National Academy of Recreational Therapists, the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, and the Academy of Leisure Sciences.

David M. Compton (1937 -    )
David Compton, also known as Dave Compton, was a highly influential figure in recreational therapy. Following receiving his doctorate from Indiana University, Compton went on to have distinguished academic career.
Compton chaired departments of recreation at several universities, including the University of North Texas, the University of Missouri-Columbus, and Indiana University Bloomington. Additionally, Compton served as Dean of the College of Health at the University of Utah. He still is a Professor Emeritus at the University of Utah and Indiana University.
Compton was active professionally throughout his career. Leadership positions he held included serving as President of the National Therapeutic Recreation Association, being on the Board of Directors of the World Leisure Organization and serving as a member of the National Consortium on Physical Education and Recreation for Individuals with Disabilities.
Compton made several contributions to the literature of recreational therapy. Major contributions included editing two editions of the book Issues in Therapeutic Recreation: A Profession in Transition and authoring two books: Leisure and Mental Health with Seppo Iso-Ahola and Perspectives of Leisure Counseling with Judith Goldstein.
Compton also contributed to recreational therapy as a researcher. He was Project Director or Principal Investigator on numerous research grants, including a seminal grant project that led to the development of the Leisure Diagnostic Battery, a widely used assessment instrument.
In summary, David Compton was a prominent academic, researcher, and professional leader who made significant contributions to the development of the recreational therapy profession.

Peg Connolly (1950 -    )
Peg Connolly was an Associate Professor and Clinical Coordinator of the Recreational Therapy Program at Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, North Carolina until her retirement. Before this position, Connolly became widely known as the Executive Director of the National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification (NCTRC) 1986 to 2002. Her birthplace was Chicago in 1950.
Connolly began her career in therapeutic recreation in 1974 working in general hospitals for the National Red Cross. Her education includes doctoral and master’s degrees from the University of Illinois with majors in therapeutic recreation and leisure studies. Her bachelor’s degree is in psychology and sociology from Southeast Missouri State University. 
Connolly had over 39 years of professional leadership activities to her credit. She served on the National Therapeutic Recreation Society Board of Directors from 1980 to and in 1984 she was elected the Founding President of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association. She is a Fellow of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists.
Dr. Connolly is a well-respected speaker and has delivered over 200 speeches, lectures and workshops since 1974. Her areas of research interest include program accountability and evaluation and professionalization of the field of therapeutic recreation. She has published several articles and chapters in books.
She served on the Board and was Secretary of the Committee for the Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education of the Commission for Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, and she continues as a CARTE Site Evaluator. She has chaired and worked on a variety of professional service committees and received Distinguished Service awards from the American Therapeutic Recreation Association and the New York State Therapeutic Recreation Association.

Mary Jean Erwin (19__-    )
Mary Jean Erwin was an important figure in the profession of recreational therapy, particularly with the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) where she served as president in 1993-1994.
Erwin was the ultimate practitioner as Chief of Recreation Therapy at the Memphis VA Hospital. There she developed extensive recreation therapy services, earning recognition as a top RT program. She also initiated an outstanding internship program that was widely recognized to be among the best internship programs in the United States.
Her recognition as an exceptional practitioner vaulted her into national prominence. In 1990, Erwin received ATRA’s Presidential Award. She was then elected to the ATRA Board of Directors and ultimately to the ATRA presidency. 
Erwin served as ATRA President during the 1993-1994 term, playing a key role in the development and structure of the national professional organization. During her presidency she developed financial resources to hire an Executive Director for ATRA and set the foundation for employing an Executive Director.
During her time as the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) President, a key accomplishment for Erwin was the national expansion and strengthening of the organization's chapter network. She helped initiate the establishment of the Indiana Chapter. She was directly involved in guiding Indiana recreational therapists to form a state-level organization. She visited Indiana in 1993 to discuss the process, which led to the establishment of Recreation Therapists of Indiana (RTI) as the 21st official ATRA chapter on December 10, 1993. This initiative demonstrated a focus on grassroots involvement and national unity for the profession.
Her presidency occurred during a period of rapid change in the healthcare industry, where ATRA was intensely focused on advocating for the inclusion of recreational therapy in hospital staffing requirements, securing third-party reimbursement for services, and establishing state licensure laws to protect the professional title. These efforts were central to solidifying recreational therapy's place within the evolving healthcare system.
While part of a larger ongoing effort, the association during her term as president, continued to emphasize professional standards of practice (SOP) to meet the requirements of healthcare regulatory and accreditation agencies like the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) and CARF (The Rehabilitation Accreditation Commission).

Ann Huston ( 19    -       )
Ann Huston, MPA, CTRS, is a significant figure in the history of recreational therapy, primarily known for her leadership role in the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), where she served as its first Executive Director and a past president. Huston was appointed Executive Director of ATRA in August 1994, a role in which she helped establish the association's national office in the Washington D.C. area and solidify its professional infrastructure.
 Her contributions were pivotal in the professionalization and advocacy of recreational therapy as a distinct health-oriented practice. As the first Executive Director for ATRA, she was instrumental in managing the growth of the largest professional society for therapeutic recreation. In that role she was an influential advocate and spokesperson for the profession.
Representing ATRA to media, stakeholders, and allied professions to help raise awareness of recreational therapy’s value and regulatory issues. ATRA President, Ray West reflected on the work of a member who was then emerging national leader and later became ATRA’s first Executive Director. Her name was Ann Huston. West wrote this
regarding Huston’s efforts to establish the profession within the health care community:
Ann Huston provided excellent leadership to the Standards Committee as we struggled
with changing the perception held by members of the JCAH Professional Technical and
Advisory Committee that TR was a service that provided recreation to people with
disabilities to that of TR as a treatment service. This change of thinking required building
relationships with member organizations on the PTAC, or Professional Technical and
Advisory Committee (APTA, AOTA, ASHA), in order to move toward changing the way
TR was written into the JCAH (later known as “The Joint Commission”) standards. Ann
did a great job of building the relationships with PTAC representatives and JCAH staff to
begin the process of change.
	Thus, as Executive Director of ATRA, the main national professional organization for recreational therapists, she was an influential advocate and spokesperson for the profession. 
Representing ATRA to media, stakeholders, and allied professions she helped to raise awareness of recreational therapy’s value and regulatory issues. the Standards of Practice. The Standards for the Practice of Therapeutic Recreation (SOP) were authored and edited by Huston. She was a strong advocate for the "treatment oriented approach" in recreational therapy, which focused on utilizing recreation as a clinical intervention to address specific patient needs. This perspective helped differentiate ATRA from other, broader organizations that focused more generally on recreation for people with disabilities.
	During her tenure, she was a key advocate for recreational therapy within the federal government, including the VA’s recreational therapy program, testifying before Congress on behalf of the profession. Her work emphasized that the VA is the largest employer of recreational therapists in the United States, and she worked to ensure the profession remained integrated into VA rehabilitative services.
	Through her leadership, Huston helped the profession reach key milestones, including the development and publication of standards of practice for clinical settings and the adoption of professional ethics. She was also instrumental in ATRA's formal support for the use of the World Health Organization's International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) terminology in recreational therapy practice, policy, and research. This alignment helped clarify and enhance practice guidelines within a recognized international framework.
	In short, Huston was a strong advocate for recreational therapy as an ATRA president and ATRA’s first Executive Director. She was proud of ATRA’s grassroots beginnings and often told how ATRA was begun, “In a hot, smoke-filled room in Kansas City ATRA was formed.”

Ann James (19   -    )
Ann James worked as a recreation therapist in several settings overseas and in the US as a Red Cross Recreation Worker. She completed her Ph.D. and began teaching at Clemson University in South Carolina in 1975. Along with Professor Fran McQuire, she established and grew Clemson’s recreational therapy program into the exceptional program it is today. From her experiences working in isolated areas, James learned to appreciate and cherish opportunities to gather with colleagues at professional conferences where they could compare notes, update skills together, and commiserate about shared stressors.
Although RT conferences had been independently hosted by Florida State University (1980) and by the University of Georgia (1981), no coordinating body existed to oversee the perpetuation of an annual continuing education opportunity in southeastern US. In 1981 James invited practitioners and educators from the southeast to meet at the NRPA Congress in Minneapolis to form such a coordinating body. The group met the following summer at the RT Symposium in Clemson and formed the Board of Directors of the Southeast Therapeutic Recreation (now the Southeast Recreational Therapy Symposium). James continued to work closely with the Symposium, serving as Board Chair for two years and presenting many educational sessions. She also served national professional interests as President of National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS) and a member of the Board of Directors of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA). 
Her research and writing contributed chapters to several textbooks and many articles to journals. Two of her greatest contributions were the report she submitted to Ray West and David Park after a thorough examination of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS), within the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). The report indicated the relationship was no longer feasible and that a new professional association for recreational therapy needed to be established. This led to the establishment of the grassroots organization, the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA). Many of the details surrounding the breakup with NTRS/NRPA are contained in a second exceptional contribution by James. An excellent chapter James authored was titled “The Conceptual Development of Recreational Therapy” that appeared in the text Perspectives in Recreational Therapy edited by Frank Brasile, Thom Skalko, and joan burlingame in 1998. 
 Upon her retirement from the Board in 1993, Board members recognized her contributions to the leadership and literature of the profession, and primarily her love and enthusiasm for Southeast Recreational Therapy Association Symposium (SRTAS), by establishing the Ann James Award, presented each year to the outstanding symposium presentation. James was also recognized nationally. For her exceptional leadership, Ann was recognized by the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) in 2000 by receiving the Distinguished Fellow Award, ATRA’s highest award.

Jerry Jordan (19   -     )
Jerry Jordan Ed.D., CTRS was a prominent and influential figure in the field of recreational therapy. He has been recognized for his exceptional accomplishments through several high honors and leadership roles within professional organizations. 
He was a key figure in the establishment of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists (NART), serving as the initial secretary/treasurer of the Board of Directors, and was later inducted as a Member Emeritus in 2014.
He has been recognized with a major award from the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), the primary professional association for recreational therapists in the United States. Jordan received the ATRA Distinguished Fellow Award in 1993. This is the highest recognition the Association presents.
Jordan holds a Doctorate in Education (Ed.D.) and the CTRS credential, indicating his significant expertise in both the academic and practical aspects of therapeutic recreation. 
He is regarded as a seasoned and highly respected professional who has made substantial contributions to the advancement of the recreational therapy field, particularly in the areas of professional standards and organizational leadership

Jerry D. Kelley (1938-2021)
Jerry Kelley was active in recreational therapy during the period of the 1960s until the 1990s. He began his career of dedication and service as a recreational therapist in psychiatric hospitals in Chicago in the 1960s. He initially served at the Illinois State Psychiatric Institute and later at the Read Mental Health Center.
He then was asked to serve on the staff of the great psychiatrist Karl Menninger at the Stone Brandel Institute in Chicago. It was while he was in his position that he organized and directed the widely acclaimed Metamorphosis Conference for which Karl Menninger gave the keynote address. The unique conference focused on mental health and took participants into a variety of sociological districts in Chicago to gain firsthand understanding of mental health services offered in the community. Luminaries in recreational therapy, such as Ira Hutchinson, Dave Park, and Gerald O’Morrow took part in the conference.
Kelley was then invited to serve as the recreational therapy consultant in the Office of Recreation and Park Resources at the University of Illinois in Champaign/Urbana. At ORPR, his primary task was to provide educational resources and conduct training for recreational therapists. In that role, he initiated the Midwest Therapeutic Recreation Symposium which was the largest recreational therapy conference in the United States at the time. 
He also contributed to leadership for the profession. For example, he began and edited Expanding Horizons in Therapeutic Recreation, a collection of papers from the Midwest Therapeutic Recreation Symposium. Another contribution Kelley made was serving as the Project Director for a study to develop two-year recreational therapy aide curricula for community colleges. His close associate on the project was David Austin who was working on his PhD at Illinois at the time.
Following gaining his PhD, Kelley joined the faculty of the Department of Recreation at the University of Maryland where he taught recreational therapy. Later, he served on the President’s Committee on Employment of the Handicapped under the administration of George H.W. Bush. 
 Kelley was the editor of a book titled Go For It! A Book on Sport and Recreation for Persons with Disabilities that was published in 1989. It was inspired by the Swedish book KOM IGEN, but it was not a translation. The book provided information on how for a person with a disability to become an active participant, recover after illness or injury, and find active participation to be fun and rewarding. It emphasized participation in sports and recreational activities is essential for the physical and psychological well-being of all people. Go For It! was modeled after a book sponsored by Queen Silvia of Sweden who was invited to come to the White House by First Lady Barbara Bush for the announcement of the book. Kelley was recognized and thanked at that time by Mrs. Bush for serving as Editor of the book.
Kelley served in many national leadership positions during his career. A major position was serving as President of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS). Kelley will be remembered as a major part of the formative efforts to formalize recreational therapy as a legitimate profession.

Martha E. Kemeny (1962   -     )
Dr. Martha E Kemeny, better known as Betsy Kemeny, is a prominent figure in recreational therapy, serving as the Program Director and a (full) Professor in the Recreational Therapy Program at Slippery Rock University (SRU), specializing in geriatrics, adaptive services (e.g., equine therapy), and intergenerational programs, with extensive leadership roles in national organizations like the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) and the National Academy of Recreational Therapists (NART). She's a distinguished scholar, author, and practitioner with over 35 years of experience, spanning clinical practice and academia focusing on older adults, autism, and animal-assisted interventions. 
Kemeny holds a PhD, is a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist (CTRS), a Certified Professional Gerontologist (CPG), and a Fellow Distinguished in Recreational Therapy (FDRT). Her academic degrees include a BA in Sociology from Wake Forest University, an MS in Recreation Administration with a concentration in therapeutic recreation from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a PhD in Administration and Leadership in Nonprofit and Public Sector from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
	She has expertise gained from extensive practice in adult day care, skilled nursing, hospice, and assisted living. A major contribution to recreational therapy has been her authorship of Recreational Therapy for Older Adults published by Sagamore-Venture Publishing. Until the first edition of the book, there were no textbooks in existence for teaching college courses in recreational therapy for older adults. Thus, the book has made a tremendous contribution to the literature of recreational therapy.
	In addition to her expertise in gerontology, Kemeny also has extensive experience in equine-assisted therapy for veterans. She regularly leads student programs connecting Slippery Rock University students with veterans.	
Her research interests include equine-assisted services, recreational therapy for individuals on the autism spectrum, competencies in recreational therapy practice, and interventions for older adult populations. She has published extensively. In addition to her textbook, she has 30 peer-reviewed articles and has made 70 presentations at national conferences.
Dr. Kemeny has held leadership roles in the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), including President and Secretary, and served many years on its board of directors. She has also been President of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists.


Terry Kinney (1947 -    )
Dr. Walter Kinney, better known as Terry Kinney, was one of the most prolific researchers and authors in recreational therapy during the 20th Century. Those who knew Terry well respected him as a humble individual who was a difference maker in the profession.
Kinney holds three degrees, all in therapeutic recreation/recreational therapy.  He received a bachelor’s degree from State University of New York at Cortland (1969), a master’s from the University of Illinois (1970), and Ph.D. from New York University (1976).  Following his graduation from SUNY Cortland, Kinney was awarded a summer fellowship with the National Recreation and Park Association where he worked with David Park, Executive Director of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society.  Kinney was a Certified and Licensed Recreational Therapist.
Kinney has significant clinical experience in recreational therapy having worked in physical medicine and rehabilitation at Gaylord Hospital in Connecticut followed by several years in psychiatry at Long Island Jewish Hillside Medical Center, one of the nation’s premier psychiatric treatment centers.  He then joined Drs. Doris Berryman and Claudette Lefebvre at New York University as a Research Scientist.  At NYU he worked as co-project coordinator, along with Jerry Dickason, developing the computerized prescriptive recreation therapy program which was funded by the US Department of Education.
Kinney’s academic career began at the University of Waterloo in Canada for four years followed by Southern Illinois University.  He then moved to Temple University in Philadelphia where he served for the next nineteen years.  While at Temple, Kinney was the Department Chairperson and Graduate Coordinator for numerous years.  It was at Temple where he conducted the bulk of his research along with Drs. John Shank, Cathy Coyle, and Judy Kinney.  He finished his career at University of North Carolina at Wilmington where he served as Department Chairperson for many years.
Kinney’s major area of research interest was in designing and assessing interventions for heath behavior change in at-risk populations and individuals with a disability.  He has received twenty research and demonstration grants totaling just under five million dollars during his career.  Chief among these was the Efficacy of Therapeutic Recreation Project (with Shank and Coyle) in 1988 and funded by the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.  This research led to the publication of the seminal book, Benefits of Therapeutic Recreation.
Kinney’s research has been disseminated in sixteen books or chapters in books, twenty-three articles published in referred journals and 80 national and international presentations.  Kinney has been awarded research commendations by the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS), the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), and Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Association.  In 1990 he was awarded the commendation of Outstanding Researcher at Temple University.  He received the integral presentation of ATRA’s Scholarly Achievement Award in 1995 for his significant contributions to the knowledge of recreational therapy. Dr. Kinney was honored by the National Academy of Recreational Therapists as a Fellow Distinguished in Recreational Therapy.

Bryan P. McCormick (1961  -  )
McCormick began his professional career working in inpatient psychiatric settings, eventually transitioning to academia to study how shared activities can help people overcome loneliness and build social connections.
McCormick is a distinguished professor, researcher, and leader in recreational therapy, known for his work at Indiana University and Temple University, past presidency of ATRA, and focus on improving social functioning in severe mental illness through connection and community participation; he's an expert in recreational therapy, especially 
mental health.
	McCormick received has BS and MS degrees from Penn State in recreational therapy. He did his PhD at Clemson University. He served as a professor at Indiana University from 1995 until 2017 when he joined the faculty at Temple University,
	He has been a coauthor of four textbooks, including the widely used Recreational Therapy: An Introduction and author of 22 chapters in books. Undoubtably the most productive scholar in recreational therapy, McCormick has been single or coauthor of 92 refereed articles and 8 invited articles and has received 23 research grants.
	He has done 48 peer reviewed presentations and 80 contributed or competitive presentations. In addition, he has given 19 workshops and institutes. He has been a widely sought speaker who has given numerous invited presentations, including six keynote addresses to ATRA Chapters, as well as keynoting Canadian Therapeutic Recreation Association Conferences.
	Among his professional activities, McCormick has served as President of ATRA (2005-06) and Chair of the Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education (CARTE).
	For his contributions to his profession, McCormick has received many awards. These include ATRA’s Scholarly Achievement Award (2004), being named a Fellow in the Academy of Leisure Sciences, being named a Fellow in the National Academy of Recreational Therapists, receiving ATRA’s Presential Award, being the Inaugural recipient of the Recreation Therapists of Indiana David R Austin Member of the Year Award, and being named an ATRA Distinguished Fellow. McCormick has been the only recreational therapy educator to be awarded not one but two prestigious Fulbright Scholarships that provide grants for international academic exchange.

Sandra K. Negley (1955  -  ) 
Sandra Negley (also known as Sandy) is a prominent figure in the profession of recreational therapy (RT), known for her extensive leadership, clinical practice, and academic contributions. She holds the position as Associate Professor (Lecturer) Emeritus at the University of Utah (UU). She served as the first Program Director of Recreational Therapy within the Department of Occupational and Recreational Therapies and Coordinated the Therapeutic Recreation Emphasis in the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, at the University of Utah. She taught at the university for over 30 years and coordinated clinical education in the establishment of a new program. The University of Utah established the Sandra K. Negley Endowed Scholarship in Recreational Therapy to honor her dedication to the profession and her students.
Negley was a prominent figure in recreational therapy. She is a past President of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), the Utah Recreational Therapy Association (URTA), served on the Board of Directors of the National Council of Therapeutic Recreation Certification and was a founding member of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists.
Sandra established the Expressive Therapies program for the Western Institute of Neuropsychiatry which became the University of Utah’s Neuropsychiatric Institute (UNI).  For over 20 years she served UNI as the Manager of Expressive Therapies, Director of Adolescent Services and Founded and Directed the Self-Esteem Institute.
Her academic work focused on mental health, life balance, and self-esteem. She authored the book Crossing the Bridge: A Journey in Self-Esteem, Relationships and Life Balance as well as numerous clinical manuals and research articles. She co-hosted the podcast, "Mental Health Pod Squad" focusing on the mental health of college students.  She is recognized for her ability to work with all ages building self-efficacy and specializing in women and self-esteem.
However, some of her greatest professional work was focused on credentialling of recreational therapists and specifically licensing. Her legislative work began in 1974 as a college student advocating for licensing of RT in the State of Utah. She served on both state and national legislative committees and spoke before many congressional committees promoting individuals with disabilities and RT licensing. 
Sandra received the UU College of Health’s Outstanding Teaching Award and many of the highest honors in the Recreational Therapy profession. These include, the Utah Recreational Therapy Association’s Outstanding Member Award (multiple times), Distinguished Service Award, and Legacy Award. The American Therapeutic Recreation Association’s, Outstanding Professional Award, and ATRA’s highest award, the Distinguished Fellow Award.

Tim RJ Passmore (1960  -    )
Dr. Tim Passmore, Ed.D., CTRS/L, FDRT, is a prominent academic and leader in the profession of recreational therapy (RT), currently serving as a Professor and the Interim Head of the School of Kinesiology, Applied Health and Recreation at Oklahoma State University (OSU) as of 2025.  
Passmore has been a highly influential Professor of Recreational Therapy at Oklahoma State University (OSU) who has left his mark on the recreational therapy profession. In essence, Dr. Passmore has been a pivotal figure in advancing the theory, practice, and policy of recreational therapy nationally, focusing on evidence-based interventions and professional standards.
Passmore earned his BS, MS, and PhD from Oklahoma State University where he has led the recreational therapy program since 2005. His academic work has focused on practical and clinical aspects of recreational therapy — especially programs designed for populations such as individuals with Parkinson’s disease and other conditions where balance, motor skills, and quality of life are clinical concerns. Passmore has authored and contributed to research publications and professional literature on therapeutic recreation practices and policy — topics that help guide practitioners in delivering compliant, effective recreational therapy services within healthcare and community settings. He is also nationally recognized for his knowledge of Medicare/Medicaid regulations affecting recreational therapy in healthcare settings.
Passmore has been a leading figure in recreational therapy. One significant initiative he led was establishing and maintaining the RT LISTSERV through Oklahoma State University. The listserv allows ready communication among recreational therapists throughout American. He has also assumed the editorship of one of the leading journals in recreational therapy, the American Journal of Recreation Therapy. Additionally, he has served as ATRA President (2018-2019) and on the Committee on Accreditation of Recreation Therapy Education (CARTE). For his significant contributions to the profession, he was awarded ATRA’s highest honor, the Distinguished Fellow Award in 2025.	



Carol Ann Peterson, Ed.D. (1941 -    )
Carol Ann Peterson, also known as Carol Peterson, is known as a prominent figure in the recreational therapy profession. She has made her mark primarily as a scholar. Through her writings, Peterson helped professionalize recreational therapy — moving it beyond informal leisure programs to systematically designed, evidence-informed services.
She is the author (with co-authors) of the major textbook Therapeutic Recreation Program Design: Principles and Procedures — widely regarded as a “go-to” foundational text for students and practitioners in recreational therapy. Her textbook is still widely used by academic programs and practitioners today, shaping how new graduates approach assessment, program planning, client documentation, and outcome evaluation.
An influential contribution by Peterson to the profession may have been the Leisure Ability Model (originally developed with Scout L. Gunn). It was among the first conceptual models proposed to serve as a basis for recreational therapy practice. The core idea of the Leisure Ability Model is that recreational therapy should aim at enabling a meaningful, satisfying leisure lifestyle — especially for individuals with illnesses, disabilities, or other limitations. The model organizes therapeutic recreation services into three components or phases that run on a continuum from more therapist-controlled interventions toward more independent, client-centered leisure. The three major components of the model are Functional Intervention — interventions aimed at restoring or improving functional abilities (physical, cognitive, social) so clients can participate in leisure. Leisure Education — helping clients learn the knowledge, attitudes, and skills needed to make informed, meaningful choices about leisure, develop repertoires of leisure behavior, and manage leisure time and Recreation Participation — providing structured, meaningful leisure and recreation experiences — ideally ones that clients choose and enjoy — with the aim of integrating leisure into their daily lives. The goal, according to Peterson & Gunn (1984), is a “satisfying, independent, and freely chosen leisure lifestyle.” 
Over time the model has become subject to critique and debate — especially from those who argue that recreational therapy should have a stronger clinical/rehabilitation focus, rather than a leisure-based focus. Nevertheless, the Leisure Ability Model remains one of the primary conceptual models for recreational therapy.
In short, Peterson has helped to build much of the theoretical and practical infrastructure for recreational therapy as a profession.

Marieke Van Puymbroeck (1972   -    )
Marieke Van Puymbroeck has been a prominent figure in recreational therapy, known as a researcher, professor, and administrator who has championed the profession and the training of future therapists. Her research has focused on the therapeutic benefits of yoga for neurological conditions and fall prevention in older adults. Marieke has secured external funding for her research and has published extensively. One focus of her academic work in recreational therapy has been on enhancing graduate student well-being. She is known for launching mentorship programs and promoting professional development for graduate students, aiming to improve their well-being and career readiness 
She has over 20 years of experience as a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist, working in diverse settings including psychiatric, rehabilitation, and nursing facilities. Van Psymbroeck holds a BS in recreational therapy from Longwood University and her MS in therapeutic recreation and a PhD in Rehabilitation Science from the University of Florida. She is a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist (CTRS). Her "recreational" identity is rooted in the professional application of recreation for therapeutic outcomes, a passion she shares as an educator and leader in the field.
 Her research has primarily explored the benefits of activity-based interventions on psychological and physical health. Specific areas of study have included:
• Fall prevention for older adults.
• Yoga and Mind-Body Exercise: Investigating yoga's impact on chronic stroke recovery, brain injury, and stress reduction for informal caregivers.
• Developing family recreation interventions for families with children or adolescents with autism.
• Older Adults & Chronic Conditions: Studying aquatic therapy for arthritis and the use of technology (like the Wii) to increase physical activity in older adults.
Before arriving at Clemson University, Marieke held faculty positions at the University of Illinois and at Indiana University, where she was promoted to (full) professor with tenure. At Clemson, the recreational therapy program flourished under her direction. She developed an advanced MS program and the first online PhD program specifically for recreational therapy.
Marieke has authored or coauthored several books. These include Yoga Therapy for Stroke: A Handbook for Yoga Therapists and Healthcare Professionals, Recreational Therapy: An Introduction, and Management Functions in Recreational Therapy.
She has been professionally active, having served as president of both the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) and the National Academy of Recreational Therapist. For her tremendous contributions to recreational therapy, in 2021 she was presented with ATRA’s highest award, the Distinguished Fellow Award.
Recently, Dr. Puymbroeck joined the University of Tennessee Knoxville as the Vice Provost and Dean of the Graduate School. Before this role, she spent over a decade at Clemson University as a professor of recreational therapy and Associate Dean of the Graduate School. Her work in the field is distinguished by her leadership, academic contributions, and research on holistic health.

John W. Shank ( 1949 – ____)
John Shank’s earliest exposure to the need for recreation for individuals with disabilities was through his high school summer employment at a large developmental center, then known as a state institution for children and adults with mental retardation.  He learned first-hand how recreational activities could bring pleasure and enjoyment, even if momentary, and could transform the residents’ dehumanizing conditions. His experiences ignited his desire to find a career path serving others.
Shank pursued the humanistic philosophy espoused at Springfield College, Massachusetts, and earned a BS degree in Community Recreation and Youth Services.  His first employment was as an activity therapist at a private psychiatric hospital.  While at McLean Hospital he developed and co-led the first adapted Outward-Bound program in the country (a therapeutic process that came to be known as Adventure Therapy).  Shank’s career-long interest in research and scholarship was launched through his master’s thesis investigating the program’s impact while earning his MS in recreational therapy at Penn State University.  The research project also resulted in his first professional journal publication.
Following graduate studies Shank worked at other psychiatric hospitals and was the Director of Social Rehabilitation at a large community mental health center in Boston. During this time, he also served as the City’s Coordinator of Special Olympics.  His longstanding career in higher education began at Northeastern University, Boston, where he simultaneously worked on his interdisciplinary doctoral degree in Leisure Studies at Boston University.  Immediately following that he served for more than two years as a full-time consultant for recreational therapy at the Clinical Center, National Institutes of Health.
Shank’s longest professional experience was at Temple University in Philadelphia.  He served as the Program Director and then as Chairperson of the Therapeutic Recreation Department.  Along with his colleagues (Drs Terry Kinney and Catherine Coyle), Shank established “TempleTR” as a leader in the profession.  Federal grants were secured to advance graduate and doctoral training and education.  Significant levels of funded research related to recreational therapy practice, along with a continuous stream of related publications were produced by Shank and his Temple colleagues.  Of special note was the federally funded national consensus building conference on the efficacy of recreational therapy, which charted a course for research and evidence-based practice.  Temple University’s curriculum received several awards from professional membership organizations for its leadership and service to the profession.
Shank was an active contributor to the advancement of recreational therapy through his teaching, research, and service to the profession.  He delivered more than 70 professional training workshops and conference presentations locally, nationally, and internationally.  His professional service started when he founded and chaired the Legislative Coalition for Therapeutic Recreation (1985), which unified public policy efforts by NTRS, ATRA and the NCPERH He served as Board member and chairperson of various committees for the National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS), and as the chairperson of the Health Care and Public Policy committee of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA).  Shank was a Board member of the NCTRC and served on several of the Council’s committees.
Shank received numerous awards honoring his contributions.  His teaching effectiveness was recognized with Temple University’s 1994 Lindback Distinguished Teaching Award.  His record of funded research and training grants ($2.85 mil) was recognized with the National Research Award in 1992. His publication record (2 co-authored books, 12 book chapters, and 36 refereed publications) was honored with ATRA’s 2013 Scholarly Achievement Award.  He received ATRA’s highest award, the Distinguished Fellow Award, in 1995, and in 2011 he was inducted as Fellow in the National Association of Recreation Therapists.  That same year Shank was recognized in the U.S. House of Representatives for his academic and research achievements and contributions to the field of recreational therapy, as noted in the Congressional Record (Vol 157, 105, p H5022).  John Shank retired in 2014.

Jerome F. Singleton, PhD (1950-     )
Jerome F. Singleton was better known in the profession as Jerry Singleton. He played major roles in the development of knowledge in leisure and aging and as a leader in the evolution of recreational therapy professional preparation in Canada.
Singleton was born in Kitchener Ontario. He attended the University of Waterloo to complete his bachelor’s degree in recreation. He was influenced by the work of Dr. Elliot Avedon and Dr. Gene Hayes during his undergraduate degree. He completed a senior honors thesis titled “A Comparative Study of the Recreation Patterns of Mentally Retarded Adults Residing in the Community Versus Those Residing in an Institution” under the supervision of Gene Hayes. This experience strongly influenced Singleton’s scholarly work within a biosocial psychological approach of empowering individuals. 
He completed his master’s degree at Pennsylvania State University and his PhD at the University of Maryland. He also completed the Doctorate Certificate in Gerontology. Singleton a became a Masters’ Trained Therapeutic Recreation Specialist in 1979 while attending the University of Maryland. While at the University of Marland, Singleton was influenced by Dr. Fred Humprhrey, an early pioneer in therapeutic recreation, and by two PhD students that became career long colleagues, Dr. Stuart Schleien and Dr. Thom Skalko.
Singleton taught therapeutic recreation in the Recreation and Leisure Studies department at Dalhousie University for 37 and half years. His research focused on the area of leisure and aging.   Singleton published over 100 journal articles, ten chapters in books and two books during his career.  The books were Leisure and Aging Theory to Practice (2012) with H. Gibson and Recreational Therapy Assessment (2019) with T.K. Skalko.
Singleton served as guest editor for such journals as Therapeutic Recreation Journal, Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation, and the Annals in Leisure Research.  As a highly sought speaker, he made over 500 presentations locally, nationally and internationally, related to the area of leisure and aging.  He has presented at the American Therapeutic Recreation Association, Canadian Therapeutic Recreation Association, Australian therapeutic Recreation Association, New Zealand Therapeutic Recreation Association, South Africa Recreation Association, and the World Demographic Association conference, as well as many provincial and state associations. 
He served on the National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification (NCTRC) Board, the Council on Accreditation of Recreation Therapy Education (CARTE) Board. He also sat on the International Therapeutic Recreation Coalition.
Singleton has been involved with a variety of professional groups and has been recognized for his contributions. He was made a Fellow of the World Demographic Association in 2006, received the Distinguished Alumni Award for the 40th Anniversary of the Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of Waterloo in 2008 , the Dr. Gonzaga Da Gama Memorial Award, Canadian Therapeutic Recreation Association 2011, named a Fellow of the Academy of Leisure Science in 2011, received the Friends of Health Sciences Award Faculty of Health Science University of Lethbridge in 2018, and became a Fellow in the National Academy of Recreational Therapists (NART) in 2024.

Thomas K. Skalko (1951-    )
Dr. Thomas K. Skalko, better known as Thom Skalko, has been referred to as an influential recreational therapy leader, university instructor, and, at times, an antagonist for change in the profession. Skalko completed his undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia (UGA). He entered practice as the first recreational therapist and program creator for the first recreational therapy program with the Middle Georgia Community Mental Health Center and Middle Georgia Hospital. Skalko went on to work with the Outdoor Therapeutic Program engaged in primitive camping as a treatment option for children and adolescents with emotional disabilities. He completed his master’s degree from the University of Georgia under the tutelage of Dr. Gerald O’Morrow. Skalko went on to pursue his doctoral degree with the University of Maryland (UMd). While at UMd, Thom also worked at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in the Department of Psychiatry, was transferred to the Department of Pediatrics where he created the U.S. Army’s first Child Life program and then returned to the Department of Recreational Therapy as Chief. 
Skalko’s first professorship was with the University of North Carolina-Wilmington in 1981 followed by professorships with the University of Southern Mississippi and as the first RT faculty at Florida International University where he also served as Chair of the Department of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation. In 1996, Skalko assumed the position of Chair of the Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies at East Carolina University (ECU). During his tenure as Chair, ECU established one of the profession’s early Bachelor of Science Degrees in Recreational Therapy.  
Skalko has been credited with multiple grants for the advancement of recreational therapy and numerous publications and books with over 100 publications, and over 200 state, national and international presentations. 
He is a Founding Member of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), has served as President of the Association, and has been recognized as a Fellow of the Association. During his career, Skalko has received over 30 awards for service at the state and national levels. Among his contributions to the profession has been his work in advancing state level recreational therapy licensure and serving as Chair of the North Carolina Board for Recreational Therapy Licensure. 
Perhaps Skalko’s most notable contribution to the profession has been his work as an initiator and driving force in the establishment of the Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education (CARTE) with the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP). Research has demonstrated that students graduating from CAAHEP/CARTE accredited professional preparation programs perform statistically better on the national certification exam of the National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification than students graduating from other RT/TR programs. Skalko served three terms as chair of CARTE, as well as 3 terms as President of CAAHEP, receiving the Commission’s highest award for service, the William Goding Award for Service.

Glen E. Van Andel (1943 -    )
Van Andel’s career as a recreation therapist began in 1964 at Pine Rest Christian Hospital, a private mental health center in Grand Rapids, Michigan where he worked part-time while completing his undergraduate degree at Calvin University (formerly Calvin College). This experience was pivotal in his decision to pursue his Master’s in recreation therapy at the University of North Carolina.  Upon completion of this degree in 1968, he returned to Pine Rest for two and one-half very formative years to direct the Activity Therapy program for emotionally disturbed adolescents. 
Through his work with an excellent, innovative team of health care professionals, Van Andel developed a therapeutic philosophy and treatment skills that guided him throughout his career. He believed that play and recreation, when skillfully used, could contribute to hope and healing for individuals in a variety of therapeutic settings.
In 1971 he returned to Chapel Hill to direct the Recreation Therapy Department for the Department of Psychiatry and serve as a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Curriculum in Rehabilitation Counseling in the Department of Allied Health. As an Assistant Professor, he also taught introductory therapeutic recreation courses in the Curriculum in Recreation Administration at UNC.  Over the next several years, Van Andel developed and expanded that program beyond the use of recreational therapy as a tool to improve the health and quality of life for individuals with disabilities or illnesses. He expanded the program to beyond psychiatry, developing a comprehensive Recreation Therapy Department at UNC Hospitals, a position he held until he joined the faculty at Calvin University in 1980.  
He also co-authored two other books with Paul Heinzman, Christianity and Leisure: Issues in a Pluralistic Society and Christianity & Leisure: Issues for the Twenty-first Century, The latter two books developed from annual academic conferences Van Andel initiated and hosted at Calvin that led to the birth of the Christian Society for Kinesiology, Leisure Studies, and Sport (CSKLS) which he served as the first president and then secretary/treasurer for several years.  For this ground-breaking work, the Society awarded him its Distinguished Service Award and the Literary Award for his contribution to numerous academic publications.  
Van Andel was a founding member of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA) in 1984 and served as its Vice President during its early years and as a member and chair of the Standards of Practice Committee from 1994-2002.  He also served as a co-editor and associate editor for the Annual in Therapeutic Recreation and associate editor for the Therapeutic Recreation Journal.  For these and other professional contributions, ATRA awarded him the Distinguished Fellow award in 1996, and he became a member of the 2011 inaugural class of inductees into the National Academy of Recreational Therapists.
Over the next twenty-eight years, Van Andel established a flourishing curriculum in recreation and recreation therapy at Calvin where he later served as chair of the Kinesiology Department. During this time, he also completed his doctorate in Recreational Therapy at Indiana University (1986) and co-authored a popular introductory text with Marcia Carter and Gary Robb entitled Therapeutic Recreation: A Practical Approach published in 1984. In later editions of the book, he introduced his widely used “Service Delivery Model” and “Outcome Model” in recreational therapy. 
To continue this legacy of service, Glen and his wife Gloria have established The Glen and Gloria Van Andel Family Scholarship at Calvin University to support future generations of students who will develop their gifts to love and serve others.

Judith E. Voelkl (1957-2009)
	Judith Voelkl was known by her many friends as Judi Voelkl. Dr. Voelkl was a prominent professor and scholar in recreational therapy, known for her research on quality of life for older adults in nursing homes, her impact on students at the University of Iowa, University of Illinois and Clemson University, and her dedication to the profession.
	Voelkl was born in 1957 in Boston, MA. She grew up in Lisle, IL. She received her B.S. from Illinois State University, her M.S. from Indiana University, and her Ph.D. from The Pennsylvania State University. She was a Professor of Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management at Clemson University at the time of her death.
	Her dedication to research became evident while a graduate student in recreational therapy while at Indiana University. While pursuing her master’s degree she won First Place in the Research Category, Fund for the Advancement of Camping/American Camping Association Writing Contest, for "The Effect of Social Support and Locus of Control on Burnout Among Camp Staff.”
	As a professor, her scholarly work focused on quality-of-life issues for elders residing in nursing homes. Her research focus centered on improving the quality of life for elderly individuals in long-term care facilities, exploring concepts like daily experiences and flow. Her work was published in the top journal of recreational therapy and gerontology. She also coauthored the book Therapeutic Recreation Programming: Theory and Practice.
 She received numerous awards for her work, including the 2005 Scholarly Achievement Award from the American Therapeutic Recreation Association and in 2006 she was inducted into the prestigious Academy of Leisure Sciences.
	She was an influential teacher and mentor, adored by her students and admired by fellow faculty. Judi’s spirit, passion and laugh will be sorely missed by all who knew her.
	The high level of esteem felt for Judi Voelkl is reflected by the dedication of the Winter Issue, 2009, of the American Journal of Recreation Therapy to her along with a tribute titled “Remembering Judi Voelkl, Friend, Extraordinary Teacher, International Scholar, and Leader.”
	In her honor, Clemson University established the Judith E. Voelkl Scholarship Award to recognize a student who exhibits the qualities of caring, compassion, commitment and contagious spirit exemplified Professor Voelkl.
	
Ray E. West (1948-     )
	Ray West completed his undergraduate degree majoring in Health and Physical Education at Lock Haven State College (now Lock Haven University) in Pennsylvania in 1970.  He completed a Master of Science Degree with a major in Recreation and Parks (Therapeutic Recreation Specialization) from the Pennsylvania State University in 1979.
The first summer after graduation, West was employed by the School of Hope (now Hope Enterprises) to develop a summer program in recreation and motor development for individuals (school aged to older adult) with intellectual disabilities.  After his first year of employment as a Physical Education Teacher and Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach, he was hired as the Chief Recreational Therapist at the newly opened Rehabilitation Center at the Williamsport Hospital, a 350-bed community hospital in Williamsport, PA. 
 	West’s initial views of recreational therapy practice as a treatment service were shaped by Carl Pfirman, Director of Rehabilitation Services and Robert Stevens MD, Physiatrist and Medical Director of the Rehabilitation Center and members of the team providing comprehensive rehabilitation services including Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Psychological Services, Speech Therapy, Social Work, Nursing and Vocational Rehabilitation services.  West also incorporated early recreational therapy literature into developing his perspectives of recreational therapy practice.
West’s views of practice were also influenced by Dave Park, Executive Secretary of the National Therapeutic Recreation Society ([NTRS], a branch of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) and the Pennsylvania Therapeutic Recreation Society ([PTRS], a branch of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society [PRPS]).  West became nationally registered by the NTRS as a Master Therapeutic Recreation Specialist in 1973.  During his employment at the rehabilitation center, West’s views of recreational therapy were also influenced by key members of state government.  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania employed Art Geisler as Chief of the Division of Mental Retardation Services, Bill Dayton as Chief of Mental Health Services, Phil Walsh (the last president of NART), as a Consultant in the Division of Aging, and later Jack Snyder as an Advocate for the Physically Disabled.  These individuals and many other professionals in the PTRS provided education and guidance about the profession of recreational therapy and assisted in the development of West’s philosophy of practice.  Bernie Thorn, faculty at the Pennsylvania State University, assisted in the development of an internship at the Williamsport Hospital and Rehabilitation Center and mentored Ray in providing training through Penn State’s extension and continuing education service and continued mentoring West when he joined the faculty at Penn State.   
In the fall of 1976 West was hired as an Instructor of Recreation and Parks, at The Pennsylvania State University.  He pursued his master’s degree part-time while teaching in resident instruction and developing programs in continuing education.  In the summer of 1980, after accepting a continuing appointment at Penn State, Ray was recruited by Glen Van Andel, Director of the Department of Recreational Therapy at the North Carolina Memorial Hospitals (NCMH, later The University of North Carolina Hospitals) and Doug Sessoms Chair of the Department of Recreation and Leisure Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to take the position at NCMH that Van Andel was leaving.  In the fall of 1980, West began his employment as the Director of the Department of Recreational Therapy at NCMH and Guest Lecturer in Recreation and Leisure Studies at UNC. In 1981 this appointment became Adjunct Assistant Professor in Recreation and Leisure Studies at UNC and Adjunct Assistant Professor in Medical Allied Health Professions.  After 25 years at UNC Hospitals and thirty years of state service, he retired from UNC Hospitals in April of 2005. 
West continued his professional work as a consultant for state, regional and national professional associations and the NC Board of Recreational Therapy Licensure until 2013 when he retired from professional work.  In April of 2023, at the request of the NC Board of Recreational Therapy Licensure (NCBRTL), Ray was asked to chair a committee to revise a series of PowerPoint presentations used to train practitioners to use the ATRA Standards for the Practice of Recreational Therapy and Self-Assessment Guide (2015) to assess compliance with professional standards of practice which is required by Chapter 90C, the North Carolina licensure law.  The committee began their work in May of 2023 and completed their work in early December of 2025.  Copies of the presentations and recommendations were provided to NCBRTL and the ATRA Standards of Practice Committee for their use.
Over his career, West has served the profession in various roles and capacities.  He has served as a chief recreational therapist, supervisor, department director and educator.  He has worked as a consultant for twenty agencies.  He has served as an associate editor, editor, co-author and author for twenty-eight publications. Notable among these are the Guidelines for Competency Assessment and Curriculum Planning for Recreational Therapy Practice (ATRA 2008), which became the basis of the first standards for academic accreditation by the Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education (CARTE). West served as a member of the ATRA Standards of Practice Committee and co-authored/co-edited the ATRA Standards for the Practice of Recreational Therapy and Self-Assessment Guide (ATRA 1988-2015).  West presented and/or co-presented 146 presentations at state regional and national conferences and presented 41 workshops. 
West has represented the profession in various leadership positions in state, regional and national organizations including but not limited to: the Pennsylvania Therapeutic Recreation Society (President, 1980); North Carolina Recreational Therapy Association (Board of Directors 1988, President-Elect 1989, President, 1990, Chair of Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education 2008-10); North Carolina Therapeutic Recreation Certification Board (1990-1996, Vice Chair 1992-93, Chair 1993-96); North Carolina Board of Recreational Therapy Licensure (Board Member 2005-2010, Vice Chair, 2009-10); Southeast Recreational Therapy Symposium (one of the founders, Board of Directors1982-2012, Chair 1982-83, 1992-93,1997-98, 2005-06); National Therapeutic Recreation Society (Board of Directors 1983-85, Executive Committee 1985); American Therapeutic Recreation Association (one of the founders, Board Member 1984/85, President 1985/86, member, Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals- Professional Technical and Advisory Committee [JCAHO-HAP-PTAC] 1993-2004.); National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification (Board of Directors, 2001-03); Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP): Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education [CARTE] 2010-2012, Vice Chair, 2010); He was a Founder of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists (2009).
West has been recognized and honored for his professional contributions including, but not limited to: a SRTS Scholarship named Ray E. West Scholarship, 2012; Recognized as Centennial Leader by the College of Health and Human Performance at East Carolina University, 2008; North Carolina Recreation Therapy Association renamed the Distinguished Member Award, the Ray E. West Distinguished Member Award, 2005; Presidents Award, American Therapeutic Recreation Association, 2004; Distinguished Member Award, North Carolina Recreation Therapy Association, 1997; Presidential Award, American Therapeutic Recreation Association, 1997; Special Services Award, Pennsylvania Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1993; Certificate of Appreciation, Pennsylvania Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1993; Presidential Award, North Carolina Recreation Therapy Association, 1993; Distinguished Fellow Award, American Therapeutic Recreation Association,1991; Presidents Award, American Therapeutic Recreation Association, 1988; Member of the Year, National Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1985; Presidential Award, National Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1984; Certificate of Appreciation, Pennsylvania Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1980. I got to know Glen Van Andel through national activities and later having him as a PhD student at IU. Glen remains a good friend. 

Pamela Adams Wilson (1954-       )
Pam Wilson has devoted her career to servant leadership in recreational therapy at the national, regional, and state levels, while mentoring countless students and practitioners along the way. She holds undergraduate and graduate degrees in Recreation Administration (Therapeutic Recreation option) from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she was recognized with the program’s Distinguished Alumni Award.
Pam has spent her entire professional career as Clinical Director of Recreational Therapy at Atrium Wake Forest Baptist Health, where she expanded the program from a single part-time position into a comprehensive, multi-service department. Under her leadership, recreational therapy services have grown to include behavioral health, rehabilitation, burn, medical/surgical/trauma, renal, plastics, epilepsy, antepartum, geriatrics, and the Emergency Department. In addition to recreational therapy, she manages multiple revenue-generating service lines, including Aquatic Therapy, Massage Therapy, and the Parkinson Power Moves Program. Her administrative scope also includes contractual oversight of Assistive Technology, Vocational Rehabilitation, Medical Center Fitness Centers, and the Hospital School Program. Pam has also served as an Adjunct Lecturer and Adjunct Member of the Graduate Faculty at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 	
Her reputation as a speaker and interests in grant writing, strategic planning, marketing, public policy, and student development have made her a frequent conference presenter.
Throughout her career, Pam has advanced recreational therapy through extensive professional leadership. Nationally, she served as Treasurer and President of the American Therapeutic Recreation Association (ATRA), Chair of the American Therapeutic Recreation Foundation (ATRF), Treasurer of the Committee on Accreditation of Recreational Therapy Education (CARTE), and as a founding member of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists (NART). As ATRA Treasurer, she established financial benchmarks and operational processes that enabled the Association to hire its first Executive Director and establish a national office. As President, she served as Chair of the Coalition of Rehabilitation Organizations, representing allied health professions at Joint Commission (JCAHO) Professional and Technical Advisory Committee meetings. Her presidential term also produced key publications related to ethics and internship development and led to numerous member-driven initiatives, including the creation of the Public Policy Coordinator position, Chapter Affiliate Task Force, and Technology Task Force. She also collaborated with NTRS to establish a joint alliance focused on advancing recreational therapy practice and consumer outcomes, including the development of a Long-Term Care Task Force. It may be said that no one in recreational therapy has provided the professional leadership that Wilson has.
Regionally, Pam devoted decades of service as Treasurer and later Chair of the Southeast Recreational Therapy Symposium, expanding access to high-quality continuing education for students, practitioners, and educators throughout the Southeast and beyond. At the state level, she held numerous leadership roles, including President of the North Carolina Recreational Therapy Association (NCRTA), Therapeutic Recreation Division Chair of the North Carolina Recreation and Park Society, and Member at Large of the North Carolina Alliance of Health Care Professional Associations. 
Her most significant state-level impact came through her leadership as Chair of the Certification Board and later the Licensure Board, where she was instrumental in the successful passage of the Recreational Therapy Licensure Act to ensure competent and ethical service delivery for consumers.
Pam’s enduring contributions to the profession have been recognized through numerous state, regional, and national awards, including designation as a Distinguished Fellow of the National Academy of Recreational Therapists.

Concluding Statement

	I will not be surprised if some may object to the process of selection of the “Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century.” I do believe that the system used has identified the most notable recreational therapists. Of course, there are thousands of other recreational therapists that have made significant marks on the profession during the period of the 20th Century. There are individuals who could easily be added to the list of notable recreational therapists during the 20th Century. I apologize to those who may believe that their names should have appeared on the list of notable recreational therapists for the 20th Century. 
On a personal note, I have had the district pleasure of knowing almost all of those named “Notable Recreational Therapists of the 20th Century.” Some I have known through conferences and committee work. Most in the early group would fit into this category. Others, I have known very well. I enjoyed many golf outings with Fred Humphrey, Jerry Kelley, Dave Compton, Dave Park, and Gary Robb. During my years at Indiana University (IU), my favorite time was when Bryan McCormick and Marieke Van Puymbroeck constituted the recreational therapy faculty, along with Ed Hamilton and Youngkill Lee. “Ginny” Frye, my professor at Illinois, was a special person in my life. Janet Pomeroy was so giving and kind during the occasions that we were together. I was privileged to have Judi Voelkl as a graduate student at IU where she shined and showed the potential to become a magnificent scholar and teacher. Frank Basile, Mary Jean Erwin, Ann Huston, John Shank, Thom Skalko, Ray West, and Pam Wilson became good friends during our years of service to ATRA. Terry Kinney and I were in grad school together and have remained good friends since. I first met Jerry Singleton when he was doing his PhD and have maintained our relationship since. I’ve known Peg Connolly for years through her work with NCTRC and was invited to speak in her classes at Western Carolina when she directed their RT program. I have had a friendship with Tim Passmore for more years than either of us would probably care to remember. I became acquainted with Marcia Carter back in the early 1970s when both of us were involved in the developing of a two-year program for community colleges in Illinois and ever since have admired her work in advancing RT. I have known Carol Ann Peterson for many years and admire her work as a textbook author. I got to briefly know Linda Buettner and wish I had more time with her. Another person that I didn’t get to know as well as I would have liked was Ann James, who I have long admired for her professional leadership and historical writing. Someone I am just getting to know is Betsy Kemeny, an outstanding professional who has developed a first-class RT program at Slippery Rock and who is leading the way in advancing recreational therapy for older people. 
Thus, from my account, the reader can see that the recreational therapy profession has been a close community during my career. I don’t know of a group of individuals that have worked so hard and long to advance our profession on recreational therapy. I feel so fortunate to have personally known and interacted with such an intelligent and caring group of people.

David R Austin, PhD, FDRT
Bloomington, Indiana
February, 2026









