Teaching notes: Lady Audley’s Secret, Day 6

To start:
1. Describe what you discussed in class on Friday.
2. We finished the second volume of Lady Audley’s Secret today. Based on the events in this last section, what do you believe will happen in the third and final volume?

A new theme: madness
In this section, Lucy Audley complains of a paranoid anxiety to Robert Audley. Robert Audley seems to sense spirits beckoning him onward in his quest to avenge George Talboys. And Lucy Audley accuses Robert Audley of “monomania,” or a fixed obsession with a single idea. 

In your opinion, should either of these characters be considered insane, or “mad”? Did the references to madness at this point in the plot surprise you? Why or why not? 

How do these characters’ understandings of insanity align with, or differ from, the ways we think of mental instability today?

A new theme: madness
Lucy Audley:
“People are insane for years and years before their insanity is found out. They know that they are mad, but they know how to keep their secret; and, perhaps they may sometimes keep it till they die. Sometimes a paroxysm seizes them, and in an evil hour they betray themselves. They commit a crime, perhaps. The horrible temptation of opportunity assails them, the knife is in their hand, and the unconscious victim by their side. They may conquer the restless demon and go away, and die innocent of any violent deed; but they may yield to the horrible temptation—the frightful, passionate, hungry craving for violence and horror. They sometimes yield, and are lost” (244).

In general, Lucy Audley doesn’t have a lot of long speeches in this book. She mostly giggles and flings her curls around. So this speech is unusual. Why do you think it occurs at this point in the novel? What might its inclusion indicate/hint about the rest of the book’s plot?

Relationships between men and between women
This section of the novel prominently features the relationship between Robert Audley and his uncle Sir Michael Audley, as well as the relationships between Lucy Audley and her stepdaughter Alicia, and Lucy Audley and Phoebe Marks.

In your opinion, what view does the author have of relationships between men and relationships between women? Does the author tend to depict these either positively or negatively? In what ways?

Group work time
With your thematic group:
1. If you didn’t have time to complete your annotations from the last section, do that first.
2. Discuss your notes about how this section engages with your theme.
3. Decide what sections you would like to highlight and annotate.
4. Find those sections and tag them (highlight and annotate).
5. Be prepared to share one of your findings with the class.

Looking forward
Wednesday:
Lady Audley’s Secret Vol. III, Ch. I-III
Friday:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lady Audley’s Secret Vol. III, Ch. IV-VI
