The CS/ Effect: The
Possible Dangers
of Forensic Fiction

By Amber Dalrymple




¥

STIGATION

(TMDB) (IMDb)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CSI: Vegas (https://www.themoviedb.org/tv/122194-csi-vegas )
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Identify who was at a crime scene through

analysis

Durable and long-lasting

Risk of damage and skewed results from

testing

(Dotzert 2020)
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Image (https://www.labmanager.com/insights/a-closer-look-dna-profiling-in-forensic-investigations-23692 )


Perceptions of DNA

« Completely or very reliable
 More likely to convict in the presence of DNA

* C(lear self-perceived understanding of how it works



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention how Brewer and Ley also found that information about DNA is presented in the media a lot. If multiple popular news outlets are talking about DNA (like the New York Times, which is seen here), it could feed into people's beliefs of DNA. 
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THERE WERE 10 EYEWITNESSES
HE HAS MOTVE AND MY CLENT PLEAD SLATY



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image (https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/TheCSIEffect )


The CS/ Effect

« Jurors are disappointed by forensic evidence presented in a trial and are more

likely to acquit

e Who cares?




Evidence for the

CS/ Effect

Multiple studies have found that:

Watching CS/ does not affect juror

decision-making

CHARTII
MOCK DELIBERATION #1: FACTORS USED IN DECISION-MAKING

CSI Viewer | Acquittals | Jurors using | Jurors using | Jurors using 3 | Jurors Using

Profile (n=250) 1 or more |2 or more | or more CSI | 4 CSIfactors
CS1 factor CS1 factors factors

Heavy 187 B 5 2 0

Viewer

Non-heavy 63 5 4 1 0

Viewer

Statistically No No No No

significant '*

(Podlas 2006-2007)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention how the picture here only shows the results of the first deliberation study Podlas conducted. The other studies she did afterward show the same results. 
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e
Continuous
Verdict

What Studies
Have Found

Watching CS/ influences how jurors

perceive forensic evidence

Perceived realism of forensic crime

shows



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain that the picture presented here demonstrates how all of these aspects (words in boxes) are linked to how a juror perceived forensic evidence and that these perceptions led jurors to their verdicts. Also mention that this picture comes from Maeder and Corbett's study 


How reliable is forensic evidence (including ballistics, DNA, fingerprints, and so on)? How essential is DNA evidence in reaching a verdict in a criminal trial?

1,838 L 0.93%
19.44% 16.67%
31.82%
£3.64%
62.04%

@ very reliable [ Somewhat reliable [ Meither reliable nor unreliable [} Somewhat unreliable @ not important atall [ Of little importance () Of average importance (i) Very important

Wery unreliable Absolutely essential




Have you heard of the term “C5| effect” To what extent does popular media influence jurors’ perceptions of forensic evidence?

2.80% 6.54%

37.38%
47.62%
52.38%

53.27%

Bres Bnro B Aways  [@orten [ Sometimes [ Rarely Never




Final Thoughts

 Watching CS/ doesn't influence juror's decision-making, but it does influence

jurors' perceptions of forensic evidence

* Further research into people's forensic beliefs is necessary to understand them
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