
Rosenberg contends, with the  help of the Reverend D r .  Joseph Washington, 
Jr., t h a t  t he  roots  of the  American "chant sermon" a r e  embedded i n  the 
" ~ a p t i s t  Whine" of preachers l i k e  James Davenport and George Whitfield. 
Rosenberg wri tes  : "the hypnotizing e f f e c t  of t h e  Bzptis t  was impelling, 
and very quickly many slaves took up preaching on t h e i r  own. It i s  
possible,  therefore,  t h a t  t he  chanted sermon as we know it today was 
a l s o  influenced by these f i r s t  black 'exhorters. '" (p. 15)  In coming 
t o  t h i s  conclusion Rosenberg t o t a l l y  overlooks the s i m i l a r i t y  of the 
formulaic qua l i ty  found i n  the  epic poem of the  g r i o t  and the  pra ise  
poetry of the  pra ise  singer of West Africa and the  chant sermon of the  
Afro-American preacher. It does not seem too  unreasonable t o  assume 
t h a t  the  s laves brought t h i s  o r a l  a r t  form with them t o  the  New World. 
Perhaps i f  Rosenberg had had William Pipes' book, Say Amen, Brother!, a t  
hand when he was doing h i s  reaearch t h i s  weakness could have been averted. 
Pipes' book i s  based on chant sermons col lected i n  a smaU Georgia county 
an.' was done under the  d i rec t ion  of D r .  Charles S. Johnson, perhaps the  
e a r l i e s t  co l lec tor  of Afro-American fo lk  sermons. With t h i s  one major 
exception, The A r t  of t h e  American Folk Preacher i s  an excel lent  study of 
the American "chant sermon." 
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Campbell, Marie. Cloud-Walking; Indiana University Press, Bloomington \: \ 
and London, 1971. 272 and xv pp. Table of contents, no notes,  no .- 
no index, no glossary, no i l l u s t r a t i v e  sketches by John A. Spelman 
111. $7.50. 

For those f o l k l o r i s t s  rshowere impressed with Marie Campbell's Tales from 
the  Cloud-Walking Country, there  are  glad t id ings .  cloud-walks-o - 
be confused with Tales from, e t e . )  i s  being reprinted by Indiana University 
Press "as background f o r  a f i v e  volume col lec t ion  of fo lk- ta les ,  nearly 
a l l  of which a re  from the area  which i s  the loca le  of cloud-Walkinq." 
(pa  x i i i )  

About t h i s  projected se r i e s  Miss Campbell t e l l s  us "1n the  intended order 
of t h e i r  publication, the  volumes of the t a l e s  a r e  a s  follows: (1) 
mostly Marchen -- what we usually mean when we say ' f a i r y t a l e '   ales -- 
from the  Cloud-Walking Country, already published), (2)  c l a s s i c a l  myths - 
preserved i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  through several  i l l i t e r a t e  generations, (3)  
t a l e s  of the L i t t l e  People (proving t h a t  the f a i r y  fo lk  - did migrate t o  
~ m e r i c a )  [!!I, (4) t a l e s  of the supernatural -- of devi l s  who walk the  
ea r th ,  of ghosts and haunted houses, of witches, and a l l  manner of scarey 
th ings ,  (5) a second volume of marchen." (p. x iv)  

The jacket blurb informs the  prospective reader t h a t  "The author has 
l ived  i n t i m t e l y  with the stubborn quie t ,  the quick sympathy, and the 
sub t l e  humor of these mountain people s o  long t h a t  she f inds it possible 
t o  portray them only i n  t h e i r  own language and thought s t ruc ture ."  
Stephen Vincent ~ e n 6 t ,  again i n  a jacket blurb, c a l l s  the work "A cur- 
ious ly  moving book. There i s  plenty of fun i n  it and much t h a t  is  robust. 
And ye t  the whole e f f e c t  has a minor i n  it, l i k e  folk-music." Not being 
an ethnomusicologist, I f e e l  unqualified t o  discuss the book's minor 



q u a l i t i e s *  The Nashvil le Banner, i n  y e t  another jacket  blurb,  says,  "As 
a s t o r y  it g r ip s  us. A s  a soc io log ica l  document it i s  tremendous." Un- 
fo r tuna t e ly  f o r  t he  soc io log i s t s ,  the  geographical a rea  i s  i l l - de f ined  
and t h e  informants poorly i den t i f i ed .  

The book i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Obviously drawing from already over-worked 
f i e l d  notes ,  Miss Campbell has created a  s e r i e s  of sketches and drawn 
them i n t o  a  novel-l ike cont inu i ty  t o  give an accurate  impression of her 
informants '  community l i f e .  One i s  tempted, however, t o  wonder what 
Appalachian community performed mummers' plays a t  Christmas. I n  s p i t e  
o f  i t s  many shortcomings, my t e n  year old  daughter enjoyed reading about 
Sary and Nelt ,  e t  a l .  

Cloud-Walking might wel l  prove good reading f o r  the  non- fo lk lor i s t  who 
could be persuaded t o  p a r t  wi th  the  $7.50 purchase price.  As a  s t o r y  
about a  f o l k  community it i s  indeed gripping,  and Miss Carr.pk.11 gives a  
d i g n i t y  t o  her charac te rs  t h a t  should c r ea t e  a  bond of sympathy between 
them and a l l  bu t  the  most blas6 reader.  While they a r e  romanticized and 
f requent ly  bigger  than l i f e  ( ~ e l t  i s  a good example) t h e  fo lk ,  a s  Miss 
Campbell por t rays  them, a r e  appealing, and though one r e j o i c e s  t h a t  they 
have been brought some of the  bene f i t s  of t he  f l a t  lands,  such a s  e l ec t -  
r i c i t y ,  which w i l l  l i gh t en  t h e i r  too heavy l i f e ,  one a l s o  f e e l s  a  c e r t a i n  
nos t a lg i c  r e g r e t  t h a t  such a  l i f e  i s  no longer possible .  

Unfortunately, a s  fo lk lo re ,  t h e  book f a l l s  f l a t  on i t s  cover. I was unable 
t o  l o c a t e  Laurel Mountain on the  few maps I checked. This might i nd i ca t e  
t h e  community name has changed s ince Miss Campbell's L i t t l e  Teacher days. 
The community i s  not located accurate ly  by the  author wi th  reference t o  
roads ,  l a rge  c i t i e s ,  o r  o ther  coordinates t h a t  would enhance t he  r e a l i t y  
of the  geographical s e t t i n g .  Miss Camsbell uses mountain d i a l e c t  through- 
ou t  her work and it i s  done cons i s ten t ly ,  g iving an a i r  of au then t i c i t y  t o  
t h e  whole. This makes it a f o l k l o r i s t i c  chocolate e c l a i r  -- very appetiz- 
i n g  but  one couldn ' t  e a t  chocolate e c l a i r s  a s  a  steady d i e t .  The question 
of how a Christmas mumming play survived i n  t he  community i s  l e f t  up i n  
the  a i r ,  except t o  s t a t e  "The mountain fo lk s  learned the  mummers' show 
from t h e i r  foreparents .  Like way back i n  the olden country, mountain 
fo lk s  went mumming a t  Christmas t i ne . "  (p. 207) Nelt t e l l s  L i t t l e  Teach- 
e r  "It a i n ' t  noways pe r f ec t  t he  way we a c t  out t h i s  here mummer's show, 
bu t  it a i n ' t  been acted out  amongst our set t lement  f o r  uppards of twenty 
o r  t h i r t y  year ,  maybe more. " (p*  207) Such an i n t e r e s t i n g  community, 
which had managed t o  preserve m m i n g ,  should have been more exac t ly  loca t -  
ed by Miss Campbell. 

As suggested above, Cloud-Walking could be i n t e r e s t i n g  reading f o r  a non- 
f o l k l o r i s t ,  al though it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine such a  person pa r t i ng  with  
t h e  r e q u i s i t e  purchase p r i ce  f o r  what appears t o  be a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
t e x t .  There i s  a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  non- fo lk lor i s t  reading t h i s  
book would confuse fo lk lo re  with c r ea t i ve  wr i t ing ,  a p i t f a l l  I s incere ly  
hope Miss Campbell avoids i n  the  projected f i v e  volume s e r i e s .  
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