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the model trains that run through the
museum’s diorama of Washington County. Jim sipped a cup of coffee while his friend and
collaborator Brian Allen tuned his Martin guitar. As I positioned the microphones, Jon
discussed a potential list of songs from Jim’s vast repertoire. These included bluegrass
standards and folk tunes, but also a number of original songs Jim penned over the years.
Jim played through dozens of his favorite tunes in quick succession, pausing periodically
to share a story or a quip. Following the recording, he captivated us with tales of touring
with Bill Monroe, gracing the stage of the Grand Ole Opry, and performing at the Bean
Blossom Jamboree in the 1950s. This recording combines the banjo player’s creative skill
with Brian’s artful accompaniment and celebrates Jim Smoak as an Indiana musical treasure.

Kyle Fulford “Snuffy Jenkins actually perfected the

Co-Fraducer [three-finger] style...I didn’t know what he was
doing until I saw him playing with a thumb and
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two fingers, so I had to go buy me a new pick!
~ Jim Smoak






Jim Smoak grew up surrounded by music and learned to play from his mother at an
early age. When he was twelve, he purchased his first banjo from Sears, Roebuck & Co.
after winning a 4-H prize in South Carolina. Shortly after his high school graduation, Jim
hit the road with his banjo. He spent much of his early career performing live shows both
in person and on television, working with bluegrass greats Bill Monroe, Earl Scruggs,
Little Jimmy Dickens, and Hylo Brown. Jim stopped touring in the 1970s when he met
his wife, and the couple settled in her hometown of Pekin, IN. For more than fifty years,
he has taught banjo and a variety of other instruments to children and adults and has
twice served as a master artist in the Traditional Arts Indiana Apprenticeship Program.
In 2008, Jim was recognized as one of the “Pioneers of Bluegrass” by the International
Bluegrass Music Museum, and in 2022 he was named an Indiana Heritage Fellow. Now
in his eighties, Jim Smoak continues to play music throughout Kentuckiana.



Elder Music Series
This limited series of recordings aims to celebrate the talents of older musicians
and create a rich archive of Indiana’s diverse living musical traditions.

Recording Notes

Recorded live at The Depot Railroad Museum with a matched pair of Neumann
KM184 microphones facing the guitar and a Neumann TLM103 facing Jim. The
microphone signals were balanced and panned for matching stereo response
and recorded on a Sound Devices MixPre-3. No artificial reverb or other effects
are used in the production of this recording.

Jon Kay: Project Director, Producer, and Field Recording Engineer
Kyle Fulford: Field Recording Engineer, Audio Editing, and Liner Notes
Claire Gillett and Katya Chomitzky: Editing and Liner Notes

Emily Bryant: Graphic Designer

Mike Bridavsky: Mastering Engineer
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Jim Smoak: At the Depot

Recorded live at The Depot Railroad Museum in Salem, Indiana, April 25, 2022.

Jim Smoak, Banjo and voice; Brian Allen, Guitar

1. Old Dan Tucker 2:54
Dan Emmett, 1843

11. This Heart of Mine 2:37
Jim Smoak, 1968

2. The Charleston & Western Carolina Railroad 2:14 12. Cumberland Gap 2:04
Jim Smoak, 2002 Traditional, ND
3. Rattler’s Pup 2:23 13. Old John 1:56

Louis (Grandpa) Jones, 1958

4. Carolina Boy 3:37
Jim Smoak, 2002

5. The Waltz You Saved For Me 4:41
Wayne King and Emil Flindt, 1927

6. Back Home Again in Indiana 2:51

Traditional, ND

14. Don’t Care How You Shear'em 1.29
Traditional, ND

15. Mama Don't Allow 2:53
Traditional, ND

16. | Won't Let You Down 3:10

James F. Hanley, 1917 Jim Smoak, 1971

7. Reuben’s Train 3:13 17 Sea Anemone 2:06

Traditional, ND Jim Smoak, 1970

8. Nine Hundred Miles 3:13 18. The Lakes of Ponchartrain 2:41

Traditional, ND
9. Who's Going Down to Wilmingtown 1:38

Traditional, ND
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