
she  r a r e l y  o v e r s t a t e s  h e r  c a s e .  She a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r c e s  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e  i n  

t h e  I n g r i a n  l a m e n t  t r a d i t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  s h e  p o i n t s  o u t  

some v a l u a b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  

m i g h t  t a k e ,  e v e n  b r a v e l y  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  

f a i l u r e s  a n d  o m i s s i o n s  i n  h e r  own w o r k .  F i n a l l y ,  N e n o l a -  

K a l l i o  d o e s  n o t  succumb t o  w h a t  l e s s e r  s c h o l a r s  m i g h t  f i n d  

an i r r e s i s t i b l e  t e m p t a t i o n - - n a m e l y ,  t o  make t h e  s t u d y  o f  

t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  women's  f o l k l o r e  a  f e m i n i s t  d i a t r i b e .  C e r -  

t a i n l y ,  f r o m  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i b e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h e r e  i s  

much i n  t h e  l a m e n t  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  o n e  m i g h t  f i n d  o b j e c t i o n -  

a b l e  b u t  a  s c h o l a r l y  monograph  i s  n o t  t h e  p r o p e r  c h a n n e l  

f o r  s u c h  r e m a r k s .  I n  a v o i d i n g  s u c h  f o l l y ,  N e n o l a - K a l l i o  

does  a  g r e a t  s e r v i c e  f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p .  

Barca t  Skipper:  Tales o f  a  Tangier  I s l a n d  Waterman. By 

L a r r y  S. Chown ing .  C e n t r e v i l l e ,  Md.: T i d e w a t e r  

P u b l i s h e r s ,  1983 .  Pp. 155 .  $11.95 c l o t h .  

R e v i e w e d  by  J a n e t  C. G i l m o r e  

More t h a n  m e r e l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  one  w a t e r m a n ' s  o c c u -  

p a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  Barcat  Skipper  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  way 

o f  l i f e  o n  Chesapeake  Bay,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on T a n g i e r  I s l a n d  

n e a r  t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e ,  a t  a t i m e  n + e n  f i s h i n g ,  f ~ w l - h u n t -  

i n g ,  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  commerce oy  w a t e r  were  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t s  o f  d a i l y  e x i s t e n c e .  The n i n e t e e n  s c o r i e s  p r e s e n t e d ,  

b a s e d  m o s t l y  on t h e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w a t e r - a n  E l m e r  

C r o c k e t t ,  span  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  a n j  p r o g r e s s  

f r o m  C r o c k e t t ' s  c h i l d h o o d  f i s h i n g  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h r o u g h  

h i s  e a r l y  manhood w o r k i n g  a l o n e  a n d  . i t h  h i s  b r o t ~ e r s ,  i n t o  

h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s  when he f i s h e d  w i t b  i i s  s o n .  R o d ? 4 1 y  h a l f  

o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  a r e  wha t  one m i g h r  c a l l  t r u e  f i s h e r m a n ' s  

t a l e s ,  d e t a i l i n g ,  a s  t h e y  do,  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  f i s h i n g  u n d e r  

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  b a d  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o u t - o f - t h e  3 r d i n a r y  

c a t c h e s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  new o r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  f i s h i n g  g e a r ,  

a  n e a r  b r u s h  w i t h  t h e  l a w  o v e r  i l l e ~ a l  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  a  con-  

f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  a  c r a b p o t  p o a c h e r .  I n  t h e s e  s t o r i e s ,  

C r o c k e t t  a d d i t i o n a l l y  r e l a t e s  a  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

d a i l y  a n d  s e a s o n a l  r o u t i n e s ,  p r o p e r  f i s h i n g  e t i q u s t t e ,  a n d  

t h e  u s e  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f i s h i n g  g e a r .  n e  names a n d  des -  

c r i b e s  l o c a l  s a i l - ,  o a r - ,  and  m o t c p - p o w e r e d  f i s h i n g  b o a t  



types and discusses their care and operation. Another four 
stories similarly cover duck- and goose-hunting adventures, 
technique, and technology. The remaining stories relate 
other kinds of significant events in the life of Crockett 
and other islanders. 

Journalist Chowning does not disclose how he recor- 
ded these stories--whether by tape, notes, or notes pri- 
vately taken down from memory. I suspect the latter method, 
for in spite of preserving what appears to be Crockett's 
terminology, idiomatic expressions, and first-person narra- 
tive style, Chowning has definitely exercised journalistic 
license, rewritten the stories, and in some cases,he admits, 
combined several stories together. Nor does Chowning ex- 
plain his selection of stories. 

Thus, unlike comparable but more extensive works 
regarding life and work on the Chesapeake such as George 
Carey's A Faraway Time and Place and William Warner's Beau- 
tiful Swimmers, this book is of limited folkloristic value. 
It can only be used with great caution to study Crockett's 
storytelling technique and repertoire or to understand 
Crockett's view of his work and life on Tangier Island. 
And in spite of the comparative information which the 
stories yield regarding fishing, hunting, and life on the 
Chesapeake in the recent past, there simply is not enough 
to satisfy the folklorist. Ultimately it seems the purpose 
of the book is to appeal to Tangier Islanders who, as they 
read the stories, can relive old times, rounding out the 
picture with memories of their own experience. 

The Wood Wright's Companion: Exploring Traditional Wood- 
craft. By Roy Underhill. Chapel Hill: The Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press, 1983. Pp. xi + 191, 
bibliography, index. Cloth $19.95, paper $12.95. 

Reviewed by Warren E .  Roberts 

The folklife researcher shares interests with many 
fields. Because folk crafts are important to .folklife 
studies, the folklife student has interests in common with 
others concerned with folk crafts such as revivalist crafts- 
men like Roy underhill. Underhill can and does put to use 
the old skills he has learned about. He works as master 
housewright at Colonial Williamsburg, has done two PBS tele- 




