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Eldritch 
score to the short film “Eldritch” 

directed by Duke Moosbrugger 
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Instrumentation: 

Flute 

Clarinet 

Percussion: 

Sus. Cymbal, Low Tom, Timpani 

Vibraphone 

Harp 

Violin 

Violincello 
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Program Notes: 
 “Eldritch” is a short film directed and spearheaded by now-graduated Indiana University filmmaker Duke Moosbrugger. The 
film was developed over the course of multiple semesters, and participated in IU’s Double Exposure program, which pairs 
composers in IU’s composition and scoring departments with filmmakers in IU’s media school. I had the pleasure of working 
with Duke on his film as a part of this program, which featured a live-to-picture performance at the IU cinema. 

“Eldritch” is a detective thriller that features a cop working for a paranormal investigation organization. Arriving at a house to 
investigate a case, our protagonist finds himself slipping into a dark corner of the paranormal, amalgamating in a pivotal scene 
that brings our cop face-to-face with the otherworldly. 

The score to “Eldritch” attempts to capture the dark environment and mystery of a paranormal world. The score blends 
mystery and tension in equal measure as it tracks the journey of the protagonist as he spirals down into the haunted house he 
finds himself in. When working with Duke, we realized that the final scene needed to be carefully crafted. The final scene, 
where the cop’s mind and body are invaded and taken over by the ghost he’s investigating, was designed to be horrific and 
overwhelming. In crafting the sound, Duke cited that he wanted an overwhelming sound that “assaults the audience’s senses.” 
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Tempo DLC 1 
from the soundtrack to Tempo
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Instrumentation: 

13 Synthesizers 

Trumpet 

Violin 

Vihuela 

Guitar 

Guitarron 
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Program Notes: 
“Tempo DLC 1” is written as the first of a suite of five tracks for the successful rhythm game, Tempo, developed by
Aestronauts game studio. Tempo was published on the popular online gaming platform, Steam, on November 1st, 2021. This
suite of five tracks was created for the new wave of Downloadable Content (DLC), which is inspired by Día de los Muertos, 
the Mexican holiday otherwise known as “Day of the Dead.” The game’s description on Steam is loosely as follows: 

Tempo is a single-player rhythm game that offers an audiovisual arcade experience to test your speed and accuracy. Speedrun
high-intensity levels by mastering the tracks to top the global leaderboards. Control Musa, the musical disco note. Travel 
through various surreal environments and dance across the universe! See if you can move faster than your friends and achieve 
the highest BPM. 

The composition of the first Tempo DLC track seeks to be the first thought experiment in an even blend between synthetic,
EDM, and electronic textures popular in rhythm games, and the eclectic style of a mariachi band. In seeking to strike an even 
balance between the two, as well as establish a template for the game’s sound world, the first DLC track was incepted. 
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Tempo DLC 2 
from the soundtrack to Tempo
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Instrumentation: 

9 Synthesizers 

2 Jazz Guitars 

Trumpet 

Violin 

Coro 

Vihuela 

Guitar 

Guitarron 
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Program Notes: 
“Tempo DLC 2” is written as the second of a suite of five tracks for the successful rhythm game, Tempo, developed by
Aestronauts game studio. Tempo was published on the popular online gaming platform, Steam, on November 1st, 2021. This
suite of five tracks was created for the new wave of Downloadable Content (DLC), which is inspired by Día de los Muertos, 
the Mexican holiday otherwise known as “Day of the Dead.” The game’s description on Steam is loosely as follows: 

Tempo is a single-player rhythm game that offers an audiovisual arcade experience to test your speed and accuracy. Speedrun
high-intensity levels by mastering the tracks to top the global leaderboards. Control Musa, the musical disco note. Travel 
through various surreal environments and dance across the universe! See if you can move faster than your friends and achieve 
the highest BPM. 

The composition of the second Tempo DLC track follows closely in the footsteps of the first piece. The mariachi elements
come a little more to the forefront of this piece, while slightly fewer synthesizers are used in order to create space for them. 
The addition of the coro adds a special brightness or excitement to the piece, and helps the influence of the mariachi 
instrumentation root itself in the sound palette. 
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Tempo DLC 3 
from the soundtrack to Tempo
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Instrumentation: 

13 Synthesizers 

Trumpet 

Gritos 

Vihuela 

Guitar 

Guitarron 

Violin I 

Violin II 

Viola 
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Program Notes: 
“Tempo DLC 3” is written as the third of a suite of five tracks for the successful rhythm game, Tempo, developed by
Aestronauts game studio. Tempo was published on the popular online gaming platform, Steam, on November 1st, 2021. This
suite of five tracks was created for the new wave of Downloadable Content (DLC), which is inspired by Día de los Muertos, 
the Mexican holiday otherwise known as “Day of the Dead.” The game’s description on Steam is loosely as follows: 

Tempo is a single-player rhythm game that offers an audiovisual arcade experience to test your speed and accuracy. Speedrun
high-intensity levels by mastering the tracks to top the global leaderboards. Control Musa, the musical disco note. Travel 
through various surreal environments and dance across the universe! See if you can move faster than your friends and achieve 
the highest BPM. 

The composition of the third Tempo DLC track features two start musical color palettes, including a stark shift in the
composition. These contrasting ideas help to form the bedrock of the track, and add interest to the game as the player plays 
through the level. This track and its decisive hits inspired the studio’s cinematographer to create a promotional trailer cut and 
edited to the strong beats of this piece. 
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Random Engine - Quixilium

Tempo DLC 3
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Tempo DLC 4 
from the soundtrack to Tempo
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Instrumentation: 

15 Synthesizers 

Organ 

Gritos 

Piano 

Vihuela 

Guitar 

Page 65



Program Notes: 
“Tempo DLC 4” is written as the fourth of a suite of five tracks for the successful rhythm game, Tempo, developed by
Aestronauts game studio. Tempo was published on the popular online gaming platform, Steam, on November 1st, 2021. This
suite of five tracks was created for the new wave of Downloadable Content (DLC), which is inspired by Día de los Muertos, 
the Mexican holiday otherwise known as “Day of the Dead.” The game’s description on Steam is loosely as follows: 

Tempo is a single-player rhythm game that offers an audiovisual arcade experience to test your speed and accuracy. Speedrun
high-intensity levels by mastering the tracks to top the global leaderboards. Control Musa, the musical disco note. Travel 
through various surreal environments and dance across the universe! See if you can move faster than your friends and achieve 
the highest BPM. 

The composition of the fourth Tempo DLC track takes a darker approach. Its darker, more covered and low synths create a
sound world with more intrigue to serve as a juxtaposition to the rest of the tracks in the suite. The mariachi ensemble takes a 
backseat in this composition, with even the guitarron being removed to create more low-end space in the frequency spectrum 
so the bass and sub-bass of the synthesizers can shine. 
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Tempo DLC 5 
from the soundtrack to Tempo
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Instrumentation: 

9 Synthesizers 

Soprano 

Piano 

Alto Saxophone 

Vihuela 
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Program Notes: 
“Tempo DLC 5” is written as the fifth of a suite of five tracks for the successful rhythm game, Tempo, developed by
Aestronauts game studio. Tempo was published on the popular online gaming platform, Steam, on November 1st, 2021. This
suite of five tracks was created for the new wave of Downloadable Content (DLC), which is inspired by Día de los Muertos, 
the Mexican holiday otherwise known as “Day of the Dead.” The game’s description on Steam is loosely as follows: 

Tempo is a single-player rhythm game that offers an audiovisual arcade experience to test your speed and accuracy. Speedrun
high-intensity levels by mastering the tracks to top the global leaderboards. Control Musa, the musical disco note. Travel 
through various surreal environments and dance across the universe! See if you can move faster than your friends and achieve 
the highest BPM. 

The composition of the fifth Tempo DLC track remains in a more synthetic compositional space, with mariachi instrumentation
stripped down to just a vihuela. However, unlike track 4, this composition is not as dark as the previous one, allowing the 
players to end on a far more upbeat note when completing the DLC levels. 
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Game Show Music 
from the soundtrack to the game “Short Fuse”

developed by minituna
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Instrumentation: 

Soprano Saxophone 

Alto Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone 

Trumpet in Bb 

Trombone 

Xylophone 

Piano 

Bass 

Drumset 
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Program Notes: 
“Short Fuse” is a fun, almost party-style game developed by a small team of student developers from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, my alma mater. Having worked closely with a lead programmer on their team, I was invited to collaborate with the 
team on the score for the game. Having reached a certain threshold on development, the team took the game to the Game 
Developers Conference in San Francisco, the largest game development conference in the world for games. 

“Short Fuse” presents players with a series of bombs that need quickly need to be defused. The caveat, however, is a 
omnipresent voice commentates on your actions as you defuse, adding to the tension and absurdity of the situation. Usually 
passive-aggressive, the voice antagonizes the player in silly ways as they seek to complete a series of levels, mastering their 
bomb defusal skills. The level that I was specifically commissioned to write music for was a level themed as a game show. 

Given that the environment for this specific piece was going to be on a pseudo-game show platform, the audio directed cited 
aural inspiration by the likes of late-night talk shows and old-fashioned game shows, such as “The Price is Right.” Straddling 
the line between these two venues of leisure, I sought to craft a jazz score that captured the excitement and star-struck vibe of a 
game show, while also casually adding to the absurdity of the game’s premise as a whole. 
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Game	Show	Music
submitted	in	part	of	the	requirements	for	the	IU	M.M.	Music	Scoring	for	Visual	Media	Thesis	'24

Gabriel 	Pr iem
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