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NSWC Crane, located in Martin County, is the 
largest Department of Defense asset in Indiana and 
the world’s third largest naval installation. The base 
provides infrastructure to detect threats, provide a 
layered, integrated missile defense, and offer global 
strike capability. Crane cites that its goals are to 
deter, defend, and defeat. Martin County prides itself 
on having such an important national defense entity 
and a major regional employer in their county.6

Household Demographics
According to population estimates, there are 10,212 people who live in Martin County.1

The median household income for Martin County is approximately $3,500 lower than the state average.2 There is a notable 
wage disparity between women and men in the county, with women earning approximately $15,000 less than men on average. 
This pay gap is almost $1,000 greater than the state average.3 The employment rate for Martin County is about 1 percent 
higher than the state average, with most residents of Martin County being employed.4

Facts, figures, and things to know about the people and places in Martin County.
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The median age for Martin County is approximately five years higher than the state’s median age. Martin County has a very 
similar age distribution as the rest of the state, with slightly more residents age 65 and higher than the state average.5
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Martin County residents are slightly more likely to own their home 
than the average Hoosier. Residents also pay about $290 less in 
monthly rent payments on average.7 Slightly more than half of the 
homes in Martin County are 40 years or older and approximately 
42 percent are worth less than $100,000.8 Multi-family housing 
comprises approximately 9 percent of housing options in Martin 
County, and 13 percent of houses in the county are vacant. About 
9 percent of households in Martin County qualify as having a 
severe housing problem (overcrowding, high housing costs, or lack 
of kitchen or plumbing facilities), which is lower than the state 
average.9

Housing
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Approximately 46 percent of Martin County workers both 
work and live in their county of residence, with about 5,000 
people working and living in the county. This is much lower 
than other counties in the Uplands region. 17 percent of 
workers live in Martin County and work elsewhere, and 37 
percent live in a different county and work in Martin county.10

COMMUTING

The top three industries in Martin County are Government 
and Government Enterprises; Professional and Technical 
Services; and Manufacturing.11 The top three major 
employers in the county are NSWC Crane, United States 
Gypsum Corporation, and Great Lake Escape, located in 
Crane, Shoals, and Loogootee, respectively.12

Industry

Technology
Access to the internet provides communities with a number 
of opportunities, from educational tools, to telemedicine, to 
the ability for local businesses to sell to people around the 
world. High speed broadband (25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps 
upload) allows for the most effective use of new technology 
that links rural communities to resources worldwide.13 The 
median household in Martin County has internet speeds 
below the definition of broadband internet, with the median 
download speed being 12 Mbps and about 26 percent of 
households in the county have no internet access at all.14 
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Educational Attainment
Martin County is home to two public school districts, the Loogootee Community School District and the Shoals Community School 
Corporation. Approximately 88 percent of Martin County residents age 25 years or older are high school graduates and 14 percent 
of county residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher. Compared to the rest of Indiana, Martin County has an average percentage 
of high school graduates and a lower percentage of college degree holders.15 87 percent of high school graduates in Martin County 
complete their degree within four years, which is about the same as the state average.16 In comparison to the rest of the state, 
students in Martin County are more likely to pass the ISTEP 10th grade math and language arts exams combined, with approximately 
35 percent of students passing.17 12th grade students in Martin County are more likely to take the SAT than the ACT; about 54 percent 
of 12th grade students take the SAT while 11 percent take the ACT.18 
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Health
Health indicators for Martin County indicate that 
residents are less likely to be diagnosed with 
diabetes or drink excessively than the average 
Hoosier. However, residents are more likely to 
smoke and much more likely to be obese and 
physically inactive. Almost half of Martin County 
residents are considered obese, compared to the 
34 percent rate of obesity in Indiana.19
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Health Provider Ratios
Medical and behavioral health providers 
can help address issues such as diabetes, 
obesity, smoking, and excessive alcohol 
consumption, and can provide assistance 
to those struggling with mental health 
and substance use—issues currently 
facing many Hoosiers. Residents of Martin 
County have significantly less access 
to both primary care physicians and 
behavioral health practitioners than the 
average Hoosier. In Martin County, there 
is one primary care physician available for 
every 10,262 residents and one behavioral 
health practitioner available for every 1,833 
residents.20,21
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Highlights

With almost 8,000 acres of parkland, 
Martin State Forest provides 
opportunities for camping, fishing, 
hunting, hiking through the onsite 
arboretum, and picnicking in Shoals. 
The Arboretum features more than 
60 different species of plant life 
which are identified by trailside signs. 
This enjoyable outdoor experience is 
a great way to learn about Indiana’s 
vegetation and its importance for 
the ecosystem. It also provides an 
opportunity for residents and visitors 
to be physically active.22

Cultural and artistic opportunities exist throughout the year 
but especially during the summer and fall at local festivals. In 
July, the annual Shoals Catfish Festival features 92 vendor 
booths packed with crafts as well as freshly-prepared steak 
and catfish. Fun exists for all ages at the festival with activities 
including sporting events and contests, a cooking contest, 
fishing contest, music, The Great Catfish Parade, fireworks, 
and a 5k run.23

Access to healthy food is of great importance to any 
community. Martin County residents are able to meet this 
need thanks to access to locally-raised produce. Businesses 
like the Produce Patch in Loogootee are providing 
affordable, quick access to local residents via a community 
supported agriculture program (CSA). The CSA provides 
weekly, seasonal produce boxes to local residents at a 
remarkable value. The Produce Patch, known for its award-
winning sweet corn, and other local farmers provide access 
to healthy food for residents.24
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