


WAHLSTROM, BILLIE J. Women and the Classic Blues: A Feminist Model for Analysis
(Feminist Theory and Folklore Research - Session 50) Because the women’'s movement has
provided a context for understanding the images of women in popular media, we are now
able to move toward a feminist, analytical theory which explains those images, explores the
reasons behind their perpetuation, and, ideally, provides some new models for women. A
reexamination of the Classic Blues period is a good place to begin. This period provides a
paradigm for analysis of a popular medium where material has been shaped and gathered by
non-feminists. Unlike many analyses, this paper considers the economic and social forces
working upon the medium. This ‘is particularly important in studying blues because its
language is one essentially antagonistic to values held by the white, androcentric society at
large. The values of the dominant culture have shaped what has been preserved of the period
as well as our understanding of its dynamics. The economic and social contingencies—
questions of power, finally—which were shaping the blues and which shape our
understanding of them and those who created them, must be consistently reexamined.

WALKER, WARREN S. Comic Characters in Turkish Folktales (Verbal Art and Verbal
Conflict - Session 10) Turkish folktales abound with comic figures, some of which seem to
have some historicity but most of which are clearly character types. Many of these types are
also widely known in other cultures, but at least half of them are peculiar to the Turkish
scene and/or the Islamic background. Economic, historical, geographic and ethnic factors all
contribute to the creation of a whole gallery of Turkish caricatures. Most Turkish oral
anecdotes—of which there are literally thousands—feature one or another of these
caricatures; they also appear, however, in longer folktales.

WALLE, ALF H. Folklore and Archaeology: Anasazi and Apache Childhood Training
(Native American Folklore and Folklife - Session 2) The deformed skulls of the Prehistoric
Anasazi Indians of the Southwest are clearly correlated with the emergence of a sedentary
lifestyle. It is remarkable that the nineteenth-century Apache Indians show a highly similar
pattern. As soon as they began to live sedentary lives, cranial deformities among the Apache
became common. Based upon this similarity and a study of Apache folklore regarding
childhood training, | will attempt to explain the rapid emergence of prehistoric cranial
deformities. | will also attempt to offer a generalized discussion of the folklore of childhood
training among nomadic peoples.

WARD, BARRY J. “Going Yander”: The West Virginia ‘“Guineas’” of Ohio (Regional
Folklore - Session 1) The ‘Guineas’ of West Virginia are a group of one-thousand to fifteen
hundred individuals of tri-racial heritage (Caucasian-Indian-Negro) living primarily in
Barbour and Taylor Counties. They are one of a small number of tri-racial colonies existing
in the United States, generally in the Southeast. Although they bear the same racial
background as the other colonies, they do not bear the same family names and seem to have
formed their culture independently. The families who made up the early nucleus of this
colony moved into the Barbour County area between 1770 and 1830, and upon
encountering hostility from the established white settlers, withdrew to the remoter parts of
the area where they have remained in isolation until recent times. This isolation made them
seem exotic to the other residents of the area, giving rise to some fanciful legends
concerning their origins. One outlet for group members has been to ‘‘go yander’’—that is, to
go to Ohio in search of employment and in hopes of outdistancing racial prejudice directed
at them in their home counties. In their lore, Ohio has become a unique place, only
remotely related to the actual state or to the experiences of those group members who have
gone to live there.

WARD, DONALD. The Little Man Who Wasn't There: On the Perception of the
Supranormal (From Wild Men and Jack-o’-Lanterns to ABSM’s and UFQ’s: Continuity and
Change in a Persistent Set of Traditions - Session 8) In man's imagination, the real world is
frequently opposed by another world, a world in which creatures and elements of abnormal
size, shape or behavior roam about. These creatures from the dark, the underground, or the
sky frequently invade man’s world, or man himself trespasses into the borderland between
the two worlds where the supranormal is perceived as real. An intensive and systematic
investigation of such experiences could supply answers to some intriguing questions: Why
and under what circumstances do such perceptions occur? How does such an experience
reflect and/or affect the social context in which it occurs? To what degree do existing
narrative traditions affect such experiences, and, conversely, how do the experiences affect
narrative tradition?

WARE, NORMA. Sex Differences in Non-Verbal Communication: Implications for
Folkloristic Research (Feminist Theory and Folklore Research - Session 50) Non-verbal
communication has traditionally received less attention than its verbal counterpart. Yet it is
an important component of the communication process and folklore researchers have much
to gain from developing an awareness of the non-verbal mode. Non-verbal messages are less
conscious, and therefore less governable, than verbal ones. Also, they combine with speech
to create a ‘‘division of communicational labor,” transmitting the bulk of the emotional
tone of the message, while verbal language focuses on its informational content. Thus
accurate perception and interpretation of informant data requires knowledge of both. Like
verbal language, however, non-verbal communication is sexually, as well as socially and
culturally, differentiated. Patterns of touching, eye contact, posture and space organization
have all been shown to differ according to sex. This paper will describe some of these
differences and explore their implications from a feminist perspective.
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WEIGLE, MARTA. Pilgrims and Penitentes in Northern New Mexico (Pilgrimages and
Shrines in Cross-Cultural Perspective - Session 19) Pilgrimages to El Santuario de Chimayd, a
popular healing shrine north of Santa Fe modeled after Esquipulas in southeastern
Guatemala, are compared to certain customs of the Brothers of Our Father Jesus, the
“Pemtentes ' Penance and pilgrimage are interrelated in Hispanic New Mexico and
Colorado; the sacred network is most apprent during Holy Week. Both walking to Chimayo
and undertaking corporal penance place the pilgrim or the Brother of Blood in what Victor
Turner has described as a liminal state ideally characterized by communitas—direct
confrontation with human identity and the sacred. The analysis of this pattern in various
Brotherhood beliefs, particularly legends about ghostly penitents, is emphasized.

WELDY, MARY HELEN. The Use of Folklore in-Geriatric Therapy Programs (Functions of
Folklore - Session 48) Descriptions of several geriatric therapy programs used by mental
health workers to promote the resocialization and remotivation of residents in a nursing
home in western Kentucky. Numerous examples of how folkloristic materials are useful in
implementing and expanding these mental health programs with older adults are given, as
well as examples of how folklore can successfully be used to help residents retain their
individual identity and self-respect. Included is a discussion of the role of the mental health
specialist as an applied folklorist.

WELSCH, ROGER. Shifting the Load: Students in the Field (Fieldwork and Ethics - Session
39)

WEST, JOHN O. (Co-Chairperson, Regional Folklore - Session 1)

WEST, SUE A. A Proppian Analysis of the English Language Folk Ballad (Ballad and
Folksong - Session 11) This presentation will describe the results of a Proppian analysis of
the narrative action of 200 ballads, an analysis which has been performed in response to the
“pallad problem,” and undertaken in the hope that it might be of some interest or use to
ballad criticism as a means of furthering the process of genre description and of beginning to
try and answer questions raised during the last twenty years about what a ballad is, how it
can be distinguished from other folksong, and whether the genre can be delimited on the
basis of its action.

WHITE, LINDA C. A Development of Woman’s Role on the Farmstead (Women’'s
Folklife - Session 23) From materials gathered for my master’s thesis, | would like to deliver
a paper describing woman’s role on the farmstead and some of the philosophies she has
formed concerning that role. After talking with a number of farm women in Cumberland
County, Kentucky, | began to discern that they had played an important part in the
development of their family farms and it was apparent that their efforts had been largely
understated in most studies. In order to develop the farm woman’s work role | interviewed
seven women from the Cumberland County area, ranging in age from sixty-five to eighty-six,
and from these interviews | was able to discuss the farm woman’s philosophies and views of
life as well as her role on the farm. It would be this development of the household, field and
recreational role which would compose a large segment of the paper.

WIGGINS, WILLIAM H., JR. The Impact of Traditional Oral Narratives Upon Black
Literature (Literary Transformations and Simulations of Folkloric Phenomena - Session 18)
AND *“In the Rapture’: A Black Religious Drama (Chairperson, Folk Drama - Session 6) In
terms of plot the play evolves around the acting out of about fifteen religious songs from
both the spiritual and gospel traditions. Central characters are the devil, a sinner, Jesus, and
the narrator. All of the action and dialog is improvised. Props include hearts and mountains
made out of plywood. Like Atlanta’s HEAVEN BOUND, the church becomes the stage with
elaborate backdrops with angels and clouds are taped to the walls of the church to create a
heavenly effect. The choirs are in white and the two guardian angels wear four foot wings,
while the devil is replete in a snappy outfit consisting of a btack cape with maroon satin
lining and cummerbund, ruffled white shirt, bow tie, hat and dark shades. We are currently
waiting for the final word from the NEA on our proposal to film this drama in the fall. To
date we have one black and white videotape of the play.

WILGUS, D. K. “You've Come a Long Way, Baby’: Folk Record Reviewing Since 1948
(Folk Music and the Phonograph Record Il - Session 45)

WILLIAMS, LANCE A. Differential Sensory Modalities as an Heuristic Device in
Folkloristic Presentation: Introducing the Ethnographic Performance Workshop (Innovative
Uses of Media - Session 32) The involvement and employment of differential sensory
modalities (varied. sense-stimulation mechanisms) allows one to work with diverse
techniques of observation to achieve a possible multilevel appreciation of cultural
phenomena. At present, cultural research is greatly preoccupied with the visual aspects of
research—proxemics, kinesics and ethnographic film. At the same time, the oral character of
human behavior (as expressed in interaction theory, an isolatable ‘““performance mentality’
and various folkloristic genre) is as significant as to compel one to develop a frame through
which one may experience culture, to perceive how man experiences concepts on an
auditory level. This presentation attempts that.
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WILSON, WILLIAM A. The Evolutionary Premise in Folklore Theory and the “Finnish
Method’ (History of Scholarship - Session 36) It has been argued by Dundes and others that
nineteenth century ideas of evolution and progress had little impact on folklore scholars,
who remained firmly committed to a devolutionary premise in their research. Quite the
contrary is true. Finnish folklorists, strongly influenced by the positivistic ideas of the time,
originally based their famous historical-geographical research method on an evolutionary,
rather than on a devolutionary, premise. Thus if we are to reject their method, we must do
so by means other than by associating it with a now-defunct devolutionary model.

WORKMAN, MARK E. Professional Wrestling: A Contemporary Ritual Event (American
Expressive Culture - Session 17) Professional wrestling matches are considered as ritual
events in which traditional and popular symbolism is employed to establish the identities of
stereotyped heroes and villains. The matches themselves are highly structured battles
between these agents of good and evil, and over time the result is analogous to a tale of an
episodic nature. The social significance of the symbols, the participants, the wrestling and
the overall event is examined on the basis of audience and wrestler exegesis.

WREN, ROBERT M. Folktale into Drama: J. P. Clark’s OZIDI (African Folklore - Session
38) OZIDI today exists in three versions: a filmed extract from an Orua (Niger delta,
Mid-West State, Nigeria) festival, a recorded ljaw folk-hero tale which has been translated by
J. P. Clark, and a play by Clark which has been published but not performed. Other
versions—including the one Clark first heard when he was a schoolboy—are now apparently
lost. The play uses elements from both the festival and the tale. From the festival arises the
narrator-hero and the partially-stated ritual cleansing of the community, together with the
concept of ritual festival as drama. The substance of the play is an adaptation of the tale. In
view of its length, the tale is properly a saga; it involves a series of events many of which are
inherently undramatic, and others which involve elements of magic and other supernatural
powers that cannot be translated into stage action. In adapting the tale to drama, Clark has
made a series of compromises. While he has preserved much of the magic, he has by doing sp
made production—which is the only means by which the festival-drama can be
recreated—impossible. Clark has eliminated—probably as an unnecessary complication—that
part of the Ozidi tradition which connected the hero to Benin, with the result, among
others, that an alien political pattern is attributed to the locale of the drama, Orua. Also an
element of retributive justice has been added, in the death of Ozidi's grandmother. Finally,
Clark’s play is not (as has been suggested) ‘‘translated’’ from the ljaw into English poetry.
Rather, Clark created for the drama an English rhetorical correspondence to the ljaw idea;
in his translation of the saga, in contrast, he has sought precise, accurate and graceful
English equivalent to the ljaw words.

WRIGHT, ROBERT L. Emigration to America in Early English and Scottish Songs
(Regional Folklore - Session 1) Of some three hundred songs concerning emigration from
Great Britain to America, about twenty date from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Appropriately enough the earliest song promotes a land scheme in West Florida, while
others touch upon indenture, transportation of felons, opportunities for religious
proselytizing among the Indians, disposal of such suspect groups as the Quakers, and (in
several instances) use of Virginia as a depository for scolding wives and pregnant mistresses.
Ballads and songs lamenting conditions in Great Britain, glamorizing life in America, or
relating specifics such as disasters at sea appeared later, especially in nineteenth century
broadsides.

YERKOVICH, SALLY. Gossiping (Chairperson, Narrating Personal Experience and
Everyday Knowledge - Session 24) ‘“‘Gossiping” will deal with the problems of defining
gossip in our own culture. Many definitions have concentrated on limited aspects of the
ways of speaking which are subsumed under the label ‘‘gossip.’”” Through an examination of
field data, | will point out some of the complexities of definition, showing that what can be
considered gossip will vary from one social situation to another and that there are
underlying rules which we know and use in tailoring our ‘““gossip’’ to these specific social
situations.

YOCOM, MARGARET R. “My Life, It's Not Been Easy, Honey': Personal History and
Ethnic Studies (Folklore and Personal ldentity - Session 12) To learn about ethnicity—
outside of sociological studies and race relations—my students and | organized an oral
history program in Amherst, Massachusetts. In the course of a semester we met and talked
with immigrants to our town and constructed personal histories of their lives. Preparation
for fieldwork, interviewing, transcription and editing proved worthwhile in terms of our
discoveries: the feasibility of using oral history methods to study ethnicity, bibliography on
individual studies of hyphenated Americans, lack of fieldwork guides in personal history,
and understanding the private motivations behind public actions. (Videotape of an
interview.)

ZEITLIN, STEVEN. To Live and Relive: Home Movies, the Photograph and Oral Tradition
in the American Family (Chairperson, Innovative Uses of Media-Session 32) This
presentation will attempt to put home movies and family photography in context with the
more well explored area of oral tradition. This will be done by comparing visual and verbal
genres, home movies and photographs with family stories, as means of preserving the past in
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American families. A portion of the film, ‘‘Home Movie,’”” made for the Festival of American
Folklife, will be used to illustrate the way in which three families respond to and make use
of their past.

ZUG, CHARLES C., Il (Chairperson, Folklore and Literature Il: English Literature -
Session 57)

ZUMWALT ELRICK, ROSEMARY. Plain and Fancy: A Collection and Analysis of
Children’s Jokes Dealing with Adult Sexuality (Functions of Folklore - Session 48) “A little
girl was taking a shower with her mother. She looked up at her mother, and said ‘Mommy,
why am | so plain and you're so fancy?’” The little girl of this joke makes a simple
observation. But other girls and boys in the nasty jokes of children’s oral tradition draw
conclusions about adult sexuality. Some continue to watch passively, but with new
understanding of their parents’ sexual prowess. Others participate with their parents on a
sexual plane. And still others suggest action, or worse, take action, destructive of their
parents’ sexual superiority. This paper will be an analysis of a collection of children’s jokes
dealing with adult sexuality. The focus will be on examining children’s feelings toward adult
(mainly parental) sexuality, as reflected in the children’s jokes.
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FOLKTALES TOLD AROUND THE WORLD
Edited by Richard M. Dorson

"“The Unbeliever and the Skull,” ““The Adulteress Rat,”’
“The King of Cheats,” and ““The Cruel Mother-in-Law"’
are just a few of the fascinating titles included in this
panoramic collection of folktales edited by the

eminent folklorist, Richard M. Dorson. Folktales Told
Around the World is the first such anthology in

English that represents orally told folktales collected in
the field from traditional storytellers. In this volume

are more than a hundred tales of storytellers from
forty-six cultures scattered around the globe.

1975 700 pages illus. Cloth $17.50

THE MAHABHARATA

Book 2: The Book of the Assembly Hall

Book 3: The Book of the Forest

Translated and Edited by J. A. B. van Buitenen
Begun perhaps in the twelfth century B.C. by an
unknown author, this remarkable collection of epics,
legends, romances, theology, and ethical and
metaphysical doctrine represents the history and culture
of the entire Indian and Hindu civilizations. This is the
second volume in what will ultimately become a seven-
volume edition encompassing all eighteen books

of the epic poem.

1975 928 pages Cloth $33.00

The University of Chicago Press
Chicago 60637
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