Opening the Activism and Postsecondary Education
Black Box: Relating High-Impact Practices and Student
Identity with Activist Behaviors
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Standing Up, Speaking Out, Making Change:
Student Social Movements, Protests, and Activism

Hardly a day passes without a media story highlighting the actions of students making
change on their campus, in their community, or in the world. Student activism is a topic
throughout this years convention. Building from the opening sessions description of the
Maple Spring student protest, this panel will talk about what motivates their activism and
sustains their commitment. If you have wondered how your voice can matter, you wont want

[more]




Characteristics of Recent Research on
Activism

o  Examples:
Qualitative

I * (Linder & Rodriguez, 2012): Student activism in
response to sexual violence,

* (Munoz, 2015): Student activists navigating
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
and Development, Relief and Education for Alien
Minors (DREAM) Act policies.

Foctised » (Baker & Blissett, 2017): Institutional
characteristics that correspond with the
emergence of the #ITooAm campaign,

* (Davis, 2018): Examines the Dream Defenders,
college students whose activism around “Stand
Your Ground Laws” in Florida manifested in

SSHEFOEHSES spaces beyond their campuses, such as on

social media and in surrounding communities.

Identity




The connection between
activism and educational

experiences that institutions | , .
intentionally offer and promote : i

(e.g., HIPs) is pivotal in helping
institutions understand how
they might shift to seeing /
student activism as an asset | ‘
and an important learning /’
outcome. o i



https://unsplash.com/photos/PDxYfXVlK2M?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/connection?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText




Operationalizing Activism and High-
Impact Practices

Dimensions of Activism

* Target of Activism Behavior (Hoffman & Mitchell,
2016)

* Tactics Employed (Barnhardt, 2015)

* Collective or Individualized Benefit (Coleman,
2009)



Operationalizing Activism and High-
Impact Practices

High-Impact Practices (HIPS)

* HIPS help students experience proven educational practices in a structured
and prolonged manner

e Learning communities, service-learning courses, research with faculty
members, internships (e.g., co-op, field experience, student teaching, or
clinical placement), study abroad programs, and (culminating) senior
(capstone) experiences, among other practices (Kuh 2009; Kuh et al. 2010)

* Linked to desirable educational outcomes (e.g., improved retention,
persistence, graduation, and openness to diversity among undergraduate
students (Kilgo et al. 2015; Kuh et al. 2010; Mayhew et al. 2016))





















e 2017 Administration of the National
Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)

* Supplemental item set on social and
political activism and perceptions of
institutional support for political
engagement was electively administered
at 25 participating institutions



Participants

 Administered to 7,000 first-year and senior students attending 25 4-year
institutions

*nN=3,257 seniors who completed the supplemental item set
* Response rate of 78.1%.
e Sample Demographics

e ~66% identified as women, identified as white, and attended master’s
degree-granting institutions.

* ~41% identified as a first-generation student

* ~39% attended university elsewhere before arriving at their current
institution

* ~25% lived on campus or in a fraternity or sorority house
e ~11% identified as Queer



e Student Level
e Gender?
e Sexual Orientation™

 Race/Ethnicity”
e Participation in Various HIPs

* (*denotes measures that were recoded using effect coding (Mayhew and
Simonoff 2015))



* Institutional Level
e Carnegie Classification Degree Type
* Enroliment Size
e Selectivity



e Student Activism Factors

e How often they had participated during the current academic year in 10 forms of political
activism:

e Response Options:
e Never
e Sometimes
e Often
e Very Often
e Participation in various forms of activism on their campuses or in their communities
e Response options:
e Have not decided
e Do not plan to do
e Plan to do
e Done or in progress
e Ordered by ease of participation or frequency.



L ppendr: &
Iterns Corpreng the 5todent Lotrsm Factors

Dehberatre [Thalbmie (Cronbac s o= 0.66)

Dryving the current school pear, about how offen have you done the following?

Deowssed a socml or poltval ssue with fiends, firady, or coworkers in person [ACT17014)
Deoweszed a socnl or poltval ssue with fiends, firody, or coworkers on social media [ACT1T01H]
Lddreseed a social oy polhcal Bme m cowse discwssiors or as part of anassirevent [AC T1701c]

Corecosress Rakrg (Crorbachis = 0.57)

Drring the current school pear, about how offen have you done he following?
Dstringed paraphlets, sicke s, or other mfbrrvatoral raterial o prormote a socil or politcal cawse [ACT1701d]

Wore sore thmg (shrt, wristhand, battor, ete ) to prorote a social or polhcal canse [ACT1701e]

Lttended a puble event (protest, rally; march, praser or candkelsht vzl ete.) about a socalor pobbeal camse [ACT17011]

Wrote a blog post, opraon pece, or Eiter to the eddor fo promote a socil or pobbeal cavse [ACT1701g]

Cortacted college, wmne sy, or goverenertal kade s o promote a socklor polical cause [ACT1T01h]

BErached ot to peoplk on caragme or ;owour coraanmraty{knocked ondoors, dishdged pethors, phone banked, ete ) to prorwote a
soclalor pokbical cause [ACT1701Y

Lgked others to dorate morey or 4 social or polheal canse [ACT1701)]

Crac and Pohbcal Az ton (Crorbacks o = 0.69)

During the current school year, which have you done/plan fo do on campus oF I Your communiipy

Paricmpate ma grop that has subratted or will subrot a Bst of derands to colkge, wrneersity; or goverroeent kaders [ACT1 7024]
Pamicpate na bowwott, stnke, si-m, walk-out, or the hke [ACT170Z0]

Drzarze a puble evernt (a protest, rally march, praserorcandiebzht izl ete.) about a socsl or polbeal canse [ACT1702c]




Data Analysis

Yii = Boj + By Womany + B2; Another Gender Identity;;

+ B3; Gender Prefer Not to Respondy; + B4 Queer;

+ Bs; Sexual Orientation Prefer Not to Respond;;

+ Be; Asian, Native Hawaiian, Other Pacific Islander; + By Black or African Americany
+ Bs; Hispanic or Latinoy + Bo; Multiracial; + Bio; Other Race or Ethnicityi;

+ By First-generationy; + B12; Transfery + Bi13; Traditional Agey;

+ Bi4; Veterany; + Bis; Disability; + Bis; gpcService-Learning;;

+ B17 gpcLearning Communityy; + Bis; gpcResearch with Faculty; + Big; gpcInternshipy;
+ B2o; gpcStudy Abroad;; + B21; gpcSenior Experiencei; + B22; gpcSTEM Major;;

+ B23; gpcFraternity or Sorority; + B24; gpcOn Campusi + B2s; gpcAthlete; + Ry

Boj - Yoo + yo1(Private) ) + yo2(Doc),) + yos(Masters) ) +vyos(Stze),) +

vos(Selectivity) ) + Uo;



* Generalizability

* Self-Selection Bias

* Institutional Level Variables
* “Why” questions






Outcome of Interest: Student Activism
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