
IJOTW f o r  QUERIES 

Even folklore has got ten i n to  the  by - n ~ w  celebrated Edmund Wilson-MLA 
American edi t ions controversy, I n  ttProfessional Standards and American 
Editions: A Response t o  Edrnund ldilson,H the U t s  pcmphlet countering 
Wilsont s - New York Review -- of Books a t t b k s ,  G.srdon h. Ray had commented: 
"This F i l s o i F a t t a c k  derives i n  pa r t  from the  alarm of amateurs a t  see- 
ing rigorous professional standards applied t o  a subject i n  which they 
have a vested in te res t .  Here, a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  i ssue  is not i n  doubt. A s  t he  
American learned w ~ r l d  has come t o  f u l l  maturity since the  Second World 
War, a similar animus has shown i t s e l f  and been discredited i n  f i e l d  af- 
t e r  f i e ld  from botany t o  folklore. I n  the  long run profession;zl standards 
always prevail." Asks Wilson ( i n  a l e t t - r  to the  N ~ W  - York Review, June 5, 
1969, p. 36): 'What does ha mean by th i s ?  P e r c y T s ~ l i q u e s  i n  which Bish- 
op Percy allowed himself a p re t t y  f r ee  hand i n  revising the  t ex t  of h i s  
a ld  English ballads, is a more valuable and more important book than 

Child's enormous repository f o r  which he took down and published so  
many inept and i l l i t e r a t e  versions, so many tiresome repet i t ions  of the  
same ballad,'' 

The October, 1969, Ram. arts (p. l h  ) r e p ~ r t s  t h a t  Zimbabwe African Pea- + riles Union and African nt ional  Congress g u e r r i l l a s  operating i n  Rho- 
desia had decided t h a t  it would be p o l i t i c  t o  consul t - local  Maswikeros 
(fortune t e l l e r s )  on t h e i r  chances of success, u n t i l  one of t h e i r  un i t s  
was betrayed a f t e r  such a csnsultation. 

The FORUM ed i to rs  were delighted t o  l ea rn  t h a t  t h e i r  l e t t e r  supporting 
Senator Ralph Yarboroughfs b i l l  t o  es tabl ish  an American Fo lk l i fe  Found- 
ation had been read i n t o  the  Congressional Record by Senator Yarborough. 
We hope t h a t  the  attempts t o  es tab l i sh  t h i s  foundation continue. 

EDITORIAL (Cont'd f r ~ m  p. 118) 

Russell Kirk is an in f luen t i a l  and respected spokesman f o r  the  conserva- 
t ive viewpoint and h i s  ideas generally merit ca re fu l  consideration. Thus 
"Anti-Culture a t  Public Expense" i s  a l l  the  more disturbing. We sincere- 
l y  hope t h a t  he w i l l  reassess h i s  position. And we hope t h a t  h i s  a r t i c l e  
w i l l  n ~ t  mislead "swinish hordev---one thing you can say f o r  Kirk; 
h i s  biases cer ta in ly  a r c n f t  mic4dle class---into misconstruing the  na- 
ture of the  legi t imate soc i a l  research t h a t  i s  being carr ied on a t  
Bowling Green. Any concerted interference with such soc ia l  s c i en t i f i c  
inves t iga t ims  would be anti-knowledge and anti-culture indeed. 


