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Purpose

• We will discuss the basics of the Beginning 
College Survey of Student Engagement 
(BCSSE), including administration and 
making use of the data. This session is 
intended for those wanting to know more 
about BCSSE, specifically using BCSSE data 
FY writing assessment.
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Overview

• Description of BCSSE

• Administration & Reports

• Using BCSSE data to assess writing in 
the first year

• Questions and Discussion



Description of BCSSE
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Purpose of BCSSE is to measure entering first-
year students’ pre-college academic and co-
curricular experiences, as well as their 
expectations and attitudes for participating 
in educationally purposeful activities during 
the first college year.



4

There are 3 sections to the BCSSE survey

1) First section asks students about their high 
school experiences

2) Second section asks students about their 
expectations and beliefs regarding their 
first-year of college

3) The last section asks students about 
background characteristics.

Description of BCSSE
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High School Experiences

Description of BCSSE
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Expected First Year Experiences

Description of BCSSE
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Attitudes and Beliefs

Description of BCSSE
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Background Characteristics

Description of BCSSE



9

Many of these questions are designed to be matched 
with the National Survey of Student Engagement

Description of BCSSE

BCSSE
NSSE
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Expected First Year Experiences

Description of BCSSE

NSSE

BCSSE
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Two primary considerations:

1) The survey is locally administered prior to 
first-year students starting fall classes

2) How to choose between paper and/or web 
administration

Administration
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There are three reports

1.BCSSE Report

2.BCSSE Advising

3.BCSSE/NSSE report

Reports
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BCSSE Report

Reports
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BCSSE Report

Reports
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BCSSE Report

Reports
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BCSSE Report

Reports
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BCSSE Advising

Reports
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BCSSE/NSSE Report

Reports
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BCSSE/NSSE Report

Reports
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Using BCSSE data to assess 
writing in the first-year

How high school writing preparation relates 
their incoming expectations for writing as 
well as their first year writing experiences.  



Writing Context

• Common Goal:

 We all have a vested interest in knowing and understanding how 
students are doing – at every level, but the most important is 
“whether or not they are succeeding” (Plata).

• On-going Dilemma

 “Institutions still struggle to find useful ways to assess student 
achievement, especially in writing” 

• Why Writing?

 “Developing students’ writing ability is a goal shared by virtually all 
college and universities” (McCormick, 2008, pg. 8). 

21National Survey of Student Engagement
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H.S. Writing Preparation

Used data from 3 BCSSE questions regarding 
high school experiences with writing:

Q7b. Writing short papers or reports (5 or 
fewer pages)

Q7c. Writing longer papers or reports 

(more than 5 pages)

Q9g. Prepared two or more drafts of a 

paper or assignment before turning it in
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H.S. Writing Preparation

HS Writing Preparation
Low Med High

Gender Female 31% 33% 36%
Male 39% 35% 26%

Race/Ethnicity White 35% 34% 31%

Black/Afr. Am. 32% 30% 38%
Hispanic 32% 33% 35%
Asian 32% 32% 36%

First-Generation? No 32% 34% 34%
Yes 36% 33% 31%
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Writing Expectations

Q14c. First-year expectation to work on a paper or project that 

requires integrating ideas or information
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Q17a. How prepared are you to write clearly and effectively?
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FY Writing Experiences
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FY Writing Experiences
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Questions?

About BCSSE?

About NSSE?



Contact Us
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