








Elaine Lawless, Holy Women, Wholly Women: Sharing Ministries of Wholeness Through
Life Stories and Reciprocal Ethnography, focuses on a group of mainstream women minis-
ters as they interact with each other and the folklorist/author. The details of their life stories
indicate the reciprocal trust between them, and the study of their lives shows the complexities
women face in a male-dominated profession.

McCarthy, William B., editor, Jack in Two Worlds: Contemporary North American Tale-
tellers, gathers together recent original scholarship on the Jack Tales, shifting the focus from
the tales themselves to the tellers and to storytelling in performance contexts. This reevalu-
ation takes into account the influence of the storytelling revival and popularization of Jack
Tales on the original field recordings thus increasing our understanding of the complex proc-
esses of the invention of tradition.

Barre Toelken, Morning Dew and Roses: Nuance, Metaphor, and Meaning in Folksongs,
also looks at texts within specific performance contexts in order to analyze the rhetoric of bal-
ladry and related folk songs. The close reading of both texts and contexts produces a new un-
derstanding of how singers engage their audiences through artistic means.

Patrick B. Mullen

Report of the Long-Range Planning Committee

The Long-Range Planning Committee met in April 1993, and after lengthy discussions
and deliberations, recommended that the American Folklore Society focus on four major
goals. The October 1993 AFS Newsletter presents areview of the meeting. The four goals are
as follows:

1. To expand our engagement with the issues of cultural diversity in all aspects of society
membership, deliberations and activities.

2. To engage the Society with a wide audience of people who share a common interest in
folklore and/or its philosophical, historical and theoretical underpinnings.

3. To seek new ways to provide folklorists with a wide range of career opportunities.

4. To serve as advocate for the field.

Jane C. Beck

Report of the Meetings Committee

The work of the Meetings Committee was limited during the past year. In the course of
their communication and one meeting of the partial Committee membership, the Commit-
tee’s attempts to guide the Society’s meeting policies were hampered by the past orientation
of the Committee’s composition. Their discussion about needed changes in the Committee’s
make-up coincided with discussions which took place within the Long-Range Planning
Committee meeting and the subsequent Executive Board meeting. The result of these discus-
sions was the proposed bylaws revision presented to the AFS membership in the August bal-
lot to change the composition of the Meetings Committee. It was the Committee’s own rec-
ommendation that with the adoption of the bylaws revision, the Meetings Committee will
finally be able to meet its responsibility.

Shalom Staub



Report of the Nominating Committee

This year’s Nominating Committee—Pat Jasper, Olivia Cadaval and Hal Cannon—con-
ferred during the months of March and April by conference call several times and in person
once in Washington, D.C. We prepared a slate consisting of six candidates to fill three slots
on the Society’s Executive Board and two candidates for one slot on the Nominating Com-
mittee. Recent bylaw changes making the Presidency a two-year term meant that we were not
responsible during this year’s deliberations for generating names of nominees for that office.
I can report that my fellow committee members and I worked hard to forward a set of can-
didates that was balanced by geographical distribution, gender, race, educational background
and employment, both in relation to the slate itself and in relation to the current membership
of the Society’s governing body.

The Committee offered the following slate for the membership’s consideration in the 1993
elections: Glenn Hinson and Rosan Jordan for a single three-year term on the Nominating
Committee; Patrick Mullen, Gerald Pocius, Adrienne Seward, Sharon Sherman, Henry Wil-
lett and Steve Zeitlin for three three-year terms on the Executive Board. The candidates
eagerly accepted and each expressed their sincere interest in serving the Society.

It is my impression that this year’s Nominating Committee received a fair number of rec-
ommendations for potential candidates and I believe this to be a positive development. Any
further suggestions for future nominations should be directed to the Committee’s new Chair,
Olivia Cadaval. Her address is: Smithsonian Institution, Center for Folklife Programs and
Cultural Studies, 955 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Suite 2600, Washington, DC 20560.

Pat Jasper

Report of the Program Committee

The 1993 meeting of the American Folklore Society addresses the special theme, “Folk-
lore, Civil Rights and Social Justice,” as resolved upon by the Executive Board in response
to the circumstances of our meeting in Eugene in the aftermath of the balloting on Measure
9 in the November 3, 1992, election. Participants in this year’s program responded enthusi-
astically to the proposed theme with a wide variety of viewpoints and perspectives. In addi-
tion, a number of paper and session proposals which address a wide array of other topics de-
veloped from diverse perspectives allowed for the development of a balanced program. The
local arrangements committee has developed a creative and attractive array of activities dur-
ing the meeting.

This year’s meeting offers 117 sessions, including 52 paper sessions, 35 organized panels,
19 organized forums, 3 workshops, 5 video sessions, 3 roundtables, as well as continuous
video screenings, section meetings, and several special events. In addition, the meeting fea-
tures three plenary sessions. One plenary has been organized by the Folklore Fellows, one by
the program committee and the third is the AFS Presidential invited lecture.

After consultation with past program committee chairs and a review of previous written
program material, we developed the following procedures for developing the 1993 program:

1. We enlisted the assistance of approximately twenty area folklorists who served as read-
ers. They were asked to blindly evaluate proposals for individual papers, organized panels,
and forums based on the long abstracts submitted. Those proposal deemed weak by the read-
ers were re-read and evaluated by the chairs of the program committee to determine whether
they should be accepted with reader suggestions included in acceptance letter, be returned for
major revision, or be rejected outright.
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2. Acceptance letters were mailed out in June. We sent acceptance letters to all paper pre-
senters whether they submitted their proposals individually or as part of a panel. In addition,
all chairs of panels, paper sessions, forums, workshops, and roundtables were sent letters ad-
vising both of acceptance and the need to communicate directly with participants in their ses-
sions. In an innovation this year, we gave participants in the sessions we assembled the
names, addresses and paper titles of all the other presenters in their session in hopes of en-
couraging communication among individual paper presenters. We also sent out only one
mailing to each presenter, notifying of acceptance and giving details of their schedule. (In
previous years, a letter of acceptance preceded the scheduling letter. Our procedure meant up
to two weeks later notification for some participants, but avoided duplication of work.)

3. The program theme, “Folklore, Civil Rights and Social Justice,” received wide support
and drew a relatively large response in the form of proposals for papers and panels. The re-
sponse to the theme can be seen throughout the program and especially in the series of ses-
sions devoted to gender studies, gay and lesbian folklore and folklore and politics. In addi-
tion, the theme is reflected in many of the sessions devoted to Native American
representations and Public Folklore and Folklife.

We would like to express our thanks to a number of individuals and groups who provided
invaluable assistance throughout this process, including Sylvia Grider, AFS President; Sha-
lom Staub, AFS Executive Secretary/Treasurer; and Lucille Horn, Elizabeth Price, and
Suzanne Mattingly in the AAA office. We would also like to say a big “thank you” to Leela
Prasad and Lars Jenner who worked as graduate assistants with the program committee as
well as Kenneth Goldstein and Miriam Pitchon-Camitta, program committee members, and
Diane Goldstein whose assistance and advice was invaluable. Again this year, Beverly and
Dan Patterson organized the video screenings; Charles Briggs organized the Folklore Fel-
lows’ lecture and Sharon Sherman chaired the local arrangements committee whose offer-
ings greatly enhance the program.

Margaret Mills and John W. Roberts

Report of the Publications Committee

The Publications Committee last met at the meeting in Jacksonville, where we talked about
anumber of issues, none of them fully resolved. They include Society subvention for certain
publications (with the concomitant possibility of the Society receiving royalties), the prob-
lem of key books going out of print, and the issue of whether some sort of distributor might
be interested in handling a wide range of books, catalogs, sound recordings and other signifi-
cant materials produced in public folklore projects. We will continue to talk about these mat-
ters, hoping this year to resolve them.

Burt Feintuch

Report of the State of the Profession Committee

The State of the Profession Committee consists of John W. Roberts (chair), Robert Baron,
Jane Beck, Gerald Davis, Cheryl Keys, Kirin Narayan, Mario Montaiio, and Beverley Robin-
son. The committee’s work over the last year has been guided primarily by the charge given
to it by past AFS President Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett to develop recommendations for
enhancing minority participation in the profession. The committee’s work in this regard con-

11



tinues to be facilitated by the grant thatitreceived in 1992 from the Nathan Cummings Foun-
dation. This grant has made it possible for the committee to meet twice during the past year.
In addition, the committee used the occasion of the 1992 annual meeting of the American
Folklore Society in Jacksonville to further its work in substantial ways. At the meeting, we
held open sessions in which we solicited advice from colleagues representing diverse con-
stituencies, dialogued with members of affected groups, and, in a plenary organized by the
committee, informed meeting participants about issues related to minority participation in
the profession.

The committee is presently preparing a report to be presented to the Executive Board of
AFS within the next few months. This report will reflect the discussions and include recom-
mendations that we have developed from our consultations with diverse constituencies
within the profession as well as our own considerable and considered deliberations as a
group.

The committee wishes to express its deepest appreciation to Jillian Sandrock and Peter
Matair of the Fund for Folk Culture (which has been administering the grant from the Cum-
mings Foundation). They have consistently provided the committee with excellent adminis-
trative supportas well as the counsel of their wisdom and the benefit of their expertise as suc-
cessful fundraisers for folklore projects.

John W. Roberts

Report of the AFS Archival Liaison

In August, 1991, the portion of the Society’s papers actually in the Society’s possession
were deposited at the Utah State University Library in Logan, selected by the Executive
Board earlier that year as the official repository for those papers. During the past eighteen
months Utah State folklore studentand archival assistant Lara Nattrass has organized and re-
housed in acid-free containers a large proportion of those papers. Her work has been sup-
ported by funds from the University and Society; to both go my thanks. Since the time of this
original deposit, several Society members, sections, and former officers have donated Soci-
ety records still in their possession to the archive; to all of them go my thanks as well. I urge
all Society members possessing such records to donate them to the archive for the benefit of
the Society and the use of future folklore historians. To do so contact Brad Cole, Special Col-
lections and Archives, Utah State University Library, Logan, UT 84322.

I am leaving the position of archival liaison as of August 31, 1993. The new liaison will
be Barbara Walker. Director of the Fife Folklore Archive at Utah State, she is an accom-
plished and thoughtful archivistand will serve the Society well. My thanks, finally, to the Ex-
ecutive Board and to Executive Secretary/Treasurer Shalom Staub for their support and
counsel.

Timothy Lloyd

Report of the AFS/American Folklife Center Liaison

Again this past year the American Folklife Center has had to spend much energy to insure
its own survival. Because in summer 1992 Congress reauthorized and funded the Center for
only one fiscal year, October 1, 1992, through September 30, 1993, the campaign for future
reauthorization has loomed very large on the Center’s agenda. In response to a proposal sub-
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mitted by the Librarian of Congress, the Senate in February 1993, passed a bill calling for a
four-year authorization with only inflationary increases in the appropriation ceiling. The
House of Representatives, however, passed only a two-year authorization bill, with no in-
creases (not even for inflation). As of the date of this report (August 31), it seems likely that
this is the best the Center can do in the present budgetary circumstances; the Senate will prob-
ably accede to the House.

The long and strenuous campaign to assure the future of the Center will continue, there-
fore. There may be a modest silver lining to the two-year reauthorization, if in two years the
health of the national economy has significantly improved: it may at that time be possible for
the Center to gain some increases in its funding. Meanwhile, the reauthorization—if it is
passed—will actually mean a cutback in the Center’s resources.

In recognition of this season of dearth, the American Folklife Center is planning supple-
mentary private fundraising and partnerships with outside organizations. Fundraising efforts
are underway, in various stages, for several projects, including an education initiative, a sum-
mer field school, the Library’s Neptune Plaza concert series and broadcast, a possible quilt
research information needs study, and a possible storytelling project in collaboration with the
Reader’s Digest; in 1993 the Center received funds from the Maria Yasinsky Murowany
Foundation for its Ukrainian cylinder project as well as a significant in-kind donation of film
editing equipment from the Bureau of National Affairs.

In the midst of these efforts the Center has not neglected its primary mission to “preserve
and present American folklife.” The year has seen several successful projects. The Old Ties,
New Attachments: Italian-American Folklife in the West exhibition has traveled to sites in
the West and opens at the Library of Congress in October 1993. Fieldwork for the New River
Gorge project in southern West Virginia is complete, and the collection is being documented
and entered into computer records; ultimately, partnerships with regional, govemnmental, and
private entities will develop a cultural heritage center to conserve and interpret the folklife of
communities along the New River Gorge National River and, more broadly, to interpret the
folklife of central Appalachia. Another project in the making, to be coproduced with several
South Carolina organizations, is a summer field school for folklife documentation and cul-
tural conservation, to train professionals in these skills and to develop grassroots leadership
to deal with cultural resources at the community level.

The Center is planning some revisions in its menu of services to the field of folklife study,
based on a questionnaire distributed in the fall of 1992. A survey of elementary and secon-
dary school programs has also been completed as part of the Center’s new education initia-
tive.

On March 15, 1993, a symposium on “Music and Cultural Conservation” kicked off the
Endangered Music Project, a collaboration between the Center and Rykodisc to issue a series
of recordings based on material from the Archive of Folk Culture. The first disc in the series,
The Spirit Cries: Music from the Rainforests of South America & the Caribbean, coproduced
by Alan Jabbour and Mickey Hart, has been released. During the year Folk Music and Folk-
lore Recordings 1991: A Selected List, was issued, and a panel of specialists met and made
the selections for the 1992 list.

During 1992-93 the Center has developed new clarity about its acquisitions program.
Meetings between AFC’s Alan Jabbour and Tony Seeger of the Smithsonian have led to un-
derstandings about the archival priorities of the two institutions. In addition, the Center staff
have proposed criteria for future Archive acquisitions: they should reflect “the subject mat-
ters of folklife . . . and ethnomusicology™’; each collection’s “national importance” should be
assessed; the Center should be mindful of “the Library’s special ability to preserve out-dated
formats”; and the Archive “should insure the accessibility of materials acquired.”
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One notable acquisition this year was a large wax cylinder collection documenting village
musicians of Ukraine, especially the blind minstrels who traveled the countryside perform-
ing dumy and psal’my to the accompaniment of the kobza (plucked lute) and /ira (hurdy-
gurdy). The collection was celebrated with a public lecture in December 1992, “Music, Life,
and Death among the Village Bards of Ukraine.” The Center is giving priority, as well, to ac-
quisitions of collections made with AFC Equipment Loans and of Hispanic-American and
Amazon Rain Forest collections.

Publications of the year include two books that developed from AFC cultural surveys:
David Taylor’s Documenting Maritime Folklife: A Guide, and Old Ties, New Attachments:
Italian-American Folklife in the West, edited by David Taylor and John A. Williams. Two
new free publications have been issued: an illustrated booklet outlining the scope of the Ar-
chive of Folk Culture, by Tim Lloyd, and Zora Neale Hurston: Recordings, Manuscripts, and
Ephemera in the Archive of Folk Culture and Other Divisions of the Library of Congress, a
finding aid compiled by Laura K. Crawley and Joseph Hickerson.

The Archive of Folk Culture has been seriously short of staff because of recent departures,
budgetary restrictions, and the Library’s new rules allowing only professional staff access to
the stacks. Nevertheless, the staff have given attention to the Archive’s traditional crazy quilt
of reference tools, and Stephanie Hall and Gerald Parsons have developed a new tool to give
surer and easier access to materials: a template written in the database management program
“askSam.” This is being implemented.

Jo Radner

Report of the AFS/National Endowment for the Arts Liaison

We are not out of the woods yet. Last year I reported on the ill-informed and hostile attack
on the NEA Folk Arts Program by critic Edward Rothstein. This year I give you Robert
Hughes, author of The Culture of Complaint, who, in a recent speech at MIT which was re-
printed in The Washington Post, railed against funding “middlebrow kitsch,” defined as
“Hmong needlework, coastal seagrass basketry, southeast Alaska native dance, American
Indian basketry and woodcraft, Pacific Island canoe building, and Appalachian banjo-play-
ing.” Thislist was lifted from a NEA brochure. His argument for preserving elitism in the arts
was so full of innuendo, devoid of fact, and characterized by such a haughty tone that several
people were moved to respond, including former NEA director, John Frohnmayer, and Joe
Wilson, director of the National Council for the Traditional Arts. The Rothstein and Hughes
episodes indicate how invisible and voiceless the field of folk arts is in the public conscious-
ness.

On Capitol Hill, folk arts is highly regarded. This summer the NEA Folk Arts Program
won a political victory when Congress approved the transfer of $200,000 from one NEA pro-
gram into Folk Arts. This was made possible by a concerted lobbying effort lead by NCTA
and a Washington-based professional lobbyist. This means that the program should not suf-
fer the effects of a 2.5% across-the-board cut to NEA approved by Congress.

- Meanwhile, the staff and panels at the Folk Arts Program are hard at work disbursing
grants and rethinking policy and guidelines. During a recent grants panel policy discussion,
the staff raised the issue of changing the program’s name in light of the movement towards
inclusion in the guidelines of world classical music and dance traditions. Suggested names
included Traditional Arts, Traditional and Folk Arts, or including heritage in the title. One
panelist grinned and suggested that the Folk Arts Program be renamed the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the rest of the NEA be called the National Endowment for the Elitist,
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Western, Classical Arts. There was also discussion about how to allocate potential additional
funds in the realm of arts education. Staff suggested shadow touring, in which a music tour
is preceded or followed in a town by a performance in local schools. Others felt it should all
be used on a big media project geared to a national audience, rather than several small pro-
jects. One visiting panelist pointed out that “multiculturalism and education” is often under-
stood as bringing Beethoven to the inner cities, but that the ways in which other culture
groups are invited to arts presentations has the effect of making them feel uninvited.

This is not so for the annual National Heritage Fellowship concert. This year’s concert pro-
gram honoring twelve outstanding folk artists will take place on Thursday, September 23,
1993, in Lisner Auditorium on the campus of George Washington University in Washington,
D.C. The program is free. This year’s recipients include Santiago Almeida, Tex-Mex con-
junto musician (Washington); Kenny Baker, bluegrass fiddler (Tennessee); Inez Catalon,
French Creole singer (Louisiana); Nicholas & Elena Charles, Yupik woodcarver/maskmaker
and skinsewer (Alaska); Charles Hankins, boatbuilder (New Jersey); Nalani & Pualani
Kanaka’ole, hula masters (Hawaii); Everett Kapayou, Mesquakie singer (Iowa); McIntosh
County Shouters, African American spiritual/shout performers (Georgia); Elmer Miller, bit
and spur maker/silversmith (Idaho); Jack Ownes, blues singer/guitarist (Mississippi); Mone
& Vanxay Saenphimmachak, Lao weaver/needleworker, and loommaker (Missouri); and
Tang Liangxing, Chinese-American pipa (lute) player (New York). Any citizen may nomi-
nate folk artists for a Heritage Fellowship. The deadline for 1994 is November 1, 1993.

On the staffing front, Norma Contu will be joining the Folk Arts staff in the fall as a senior
arts specialist. Ms. Contu is currently associate professor of English at Laredo State Univer-
sity in Laredo, Texas. Also, the program continues to hire arts administration fellows on a tri-
ennial basis. Anyone interested should contact the NEA Arts Administration Fellowship Pro-
gram.

On a final note, October 1993 is National Arts Month. The NEA is coordinating activities,
but there does not appear to be any attention given to folk arts.

Susan Levitas

Report of the AFS/Smithsonian Institution Liaison

Budget issues and new directions

As of late August 1993, there’s good news and bad news about funding for Folklife (the
Center for Folklife Programs and Cultural Studies, hereafter cited as “Folklife”) at the Smith-
sonian.

The Good News: The appropriations hearing in February 1993 praised the Festival and its
various restagings throughout the country, and Congress did increase the FY 1993 Smith-
sonian budget, earmarking those funds for a one week festival and a cultural education spe-
cialist (a position which Folklife had been seeking for several years).

The Bad News: Richard Kurin notes that since 1984 there has been a 300-400% increase
in the number of administrators at the Smithsonian, many of whom are managers, not re-
searchers. Subsequently, Kurin notes, the Smithsonian’s emphasis seems to be on facilities
and collections, not on research. Memos and administrative tasks have burgeoned, further re-
ducing research time.

Citing the Festival’s money-making concessions and records, the Smithsonian now
charges Folklife for services (such as plumbing and electrical work) that used to be covered
by the Institution. Also, some monies that were to come from other agencies for the Festival
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were withdrawn. Staff are paying some of their own expenses and have refused awards and
raises to prevent anyone from being let go.

Fundraising has also become more important so that Folklife can sponsor Festival pro-
grams from countries and states that cannot pay their own way. “We can have Japan and Swit-
zerland every year,” Kurin explains, “but that’s not what Folklife is about.”

The Smithsonian, in retrenchment, has begun asking, “What is our core? s it history? Sci-
ence?” Folklore and folklife have not been mentioned as core areas. Kurin believes that the
discipline—inside and outside of the Smithsonian—faces these challenges of relevancy and
suggests that folklorists increase their awareness of cultural politics and show how they can
contribute to the discussions about how culture is made, displayed and contested, especially
in situations of cultural conflict such as those that Los Angeles, Germany, and Bosnia have
faced in 1993.

Models for the Future

Folkways provides a model, Kurin believes, for Folklife to help itself. Folklife built Folk-
ways slowly: at first, the staff even licked on cassette labels. Now, it’s a self-sustaining,
multimillion dollar business.

Folklife also plans to produce more educational materials that are needed by classrooms
and that can be offered at affordable prices. Since films are hard to fund, Folklife will turn
more to other media. Learning about Folklife, a curriculum packet, is one such venture. Co-
funded by the Department of Education of the US Virgin Islands, it provides lesson plans,
photographs, tapes and videos in English and French of materials from the Virgin Island sec-
tion of the 1990 Festival. Completed in the spring of 1993, this kitcomes packaged in aplastic
briefcase-like carrier. Using these materials in draft form, Olivia Cadaval, Diana N’Diaye
and Betty Belanus trained Virgin Island school teachers to teach about folklife. Also, in a
joint venture with the Kodak Company, Folklife made a CD-ROM photo disk of New Mex-
ico folklife several weeks after the 1992 Festival. Folklife recently received a grant for a fea-
sibility study that will enable the staff to look into the production of more curricular materials.

Some results of the 1993 Festival

Olivia Cadaval stresses the importance of intemships to Folklife. Continuing to find mo-
nies, especially for younger scholars, will strengthen the Festival programs and can help in-
crease the number of people of color in the discipline. This year, Olivia worked with interns
Cynthia Vidaurri from Kingsville, Texas; Lisa Yarger, a folklore graduate student from the
University of North Carolina; and Joseph Amisi, the director of the National Folk Festival of
Kenya.

Folklife hopes to work with the Museum of the American Indian to sponsor atravelling ex-
hibit of Festival materials to Native American reservations.

Olivia Cadaval, Betty Belanus, and Peter Seitel are making a video to train Festival pre-
senters since many community-based fieldworkers and some folklorists have never pre-
sented Festival participants on stage.

Emily Socolov will chair a forum at the October AFS meeting to discuss the Borderlands
Festival section. Participants include both Smithsonian staff and non-Smithsonian folklorists
who work in the border region.

Future Festivals

1994: Bahamas: Maroons, Cherokees, British Loyalists
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Thailand

Culture and grassroots development (with the Inter-American Foundation) will feature
Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, Brazil, Chile and possibly others.

Heritage Award Winners

Jerusalem (?): Folklife has some of the money it needs from Cummings Foundation, Mott,
and Microsoft. Fundraising has been harder this year since many donors have given to
the presidential campaign and to the new Holocaust Museum. The research is done.
When more money comes in and when the political climate allows, Jerusalem will be
presented.

1995: Chesapeake Bay

1996: Iowa

Deputy Director Position

The Deputy Director position remains on hold because of funding shortages. Federal funds
for Fiscal Year 1994 and Smithsonian Institution trust fund monies are supposed to be an-
nounced in October; funds for a Deputy Director are not likely.

To contact Folklife at the Smithsonian, call 202/287-3424 or fax 202/287-3699.

Margaret Yocom

Report of the ACLS Delegate

The 1993 annual meeting, held on the campus of William and Mary College, Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia, marked the end of my two terms as AFS delegate to the American Coun-
cil of Learned Societies. At the mid-year meeting, the AFS Executive Board approved the
nomination of Tim Lloyd to be the new delegate. During the past eight years, I have watched
with fascination as the delegates increasingly made common cause to have more voice in the
decision-making mechanisms of the ACLS. As was reported in the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation(May 5,1993), for the first time in anyone’s memory, the delegates at this year’s meet-
ing voted down a motion presented to them. The proposal was to raise the dues of constituent
societies. (AFS and our small sister societies of similar size would have been hit by a propor-
tionally greater dues increase than the larger societies, such as MLA; this inequity was the ba-
sis of the delegates’ voting down the proposal.) The increasing activism of the delegates, as
represented by this unprecedented vote, is a strong indication that the role of the scholarly so-
cieties is strengthening within the overall structure of the ACLS. I view this as a very positive
development.

The sessions during the 74th annual meeting were more varied than usual. The Conference
of Administrative Officers heard a panel discuss the topic of “Cooperation Among the
Leamed Societies in the Changing Environment.” Panelists were George Behlmer, North
American Conference on British Studies; Barbara DeConcini, American Academy of Relig-
ion and Director of Scholar’s Press at Emory University; Felice Levine, American Sociologi-
cal Association; and Robert Schnucker, Sixteenth Century Studies Conference. Another
panel addressed this same group later in the day on the topic of “Leamed Societies and
ACLS.” Panelists were Susan Hall, College Art Association; Sylvia Grider, American Folk-
lore Society; and John O. Voll, Middle East Studies Association.

The delegates heard remarks on “University Libraries and Scholarly Communication: Im-
plications of the Mellon Foundation/Association of Research Libraries Report.” Speakers
were Millicent D. Abnell, University Librarian, Yale University; Richard Ekman, Secretary,
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The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; and Duane Webster, Executive Director, Association of
Research Libraries. The other delegate session, “The Limits of Expression in American In-
tellectual Life,” featured presentations by Kathryn Abrams, Professor of Law, Cornell Uni-
versity; Bliss Carnochan, Professor of English, Stanford University; Henry Louis Gates, W.
E. B. DuBois Professor of the Humanities, Harvard University; and Robert M. O’Neil, Di-
rector of the Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression.

The high point of the meeting was the annual Charles Homer Haskins Lecture, “A Life of
Learning.” This year’s speaker was the distinguished Dr. Annemarie Schimmel, Professor
Emerita of Indo-Muslim Culture, Harvard University and Honorary Professor of Arabic and
Islamic Studies, University of Bonn. Dr. Schimmel, mentor of AFS’s own Margaret Mills,
held the rapt attention of the assembled scholars and William and Mary undergraduates
(many of whom had to stand outside in the halls after the packed room was filled to capacity)
with her poetic rendition of her own life of learning and profound understanding of Islamic
mysticism.

Sylvia Grider



AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY

ASSETS

Cash

Prepaid Expenses

Accounts Receivable
Deposit—Secretary/Treasurer
Deposit—JAF Editor
Deposit—Newsletter 2nd Class Acct
Deposit—General

Investments

Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Suspense

Skaggs Foundation
Deferred Revenue
Total Liabilities

Restricted & Section Funds

Life Membership Fund

Other Restricted Funds

Section Funds

Total Restricted & Section Funds
Fund Balance at September 1, 1992
Results of Operations

Total Fund Balance

Total Liabilities & Fund Balance

*unaudited

Balance Sheet
August 31, 1993*

$79,689
51503
1,453
200
3,400
773
1,000
235,158

$ 9,927
(165)
2,740

66,726

$32,503
13,032
26,435

$133,092
42,888

19

$327,177

$ 19,227

$ 71,970

$175,980
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AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
Excluding Section
For the Twelve-Month Period Ends August 31, 1993*

1991/92 1992/93 1992/93
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date Budget
REVENUE
Membership Dues $ 54,645 $ 53,845 $ 50,500
Subscriptions 52,870 56,304 58,000
Offprints for Authors 638 193 600
Advertising 7,028 1,973 7,000
Royalties & Permissions 4,839 4,293 4,700
Processing Fees 144 105 200
Listings to the Guide 1,360 0 0
Prize Fund 0 0 350
Mailing List Rental 3,345 3,355 3,500
Annual Meeting 35,057 43,708 47,000
Sales—Back Issues 6,267 1,123 2,500
Investment Income 13,068 17,193 15,000
Gifts & Contributions 105 S 125
Miscellaneous Income 127 2,173 0
Total Revenue 179,493 184,318 189,475
EXPENDITURES
President 142 656 400
Secretary/Treasurer 13,759 12,335 16,800
Executive Board 11,893 12,456 10,000
Nominating Committee 217 64 600
Long Range Planning Comm. 352 789 2,000
Misc. Committees 193 0 3,500
Balloting & Nominations 1,133 7k 0
Membership Survey 0 0 3,500
Prizes 0 0 550
Archivist 661 750 750
MLA Bibliography 1,200 1,000 1,700
Public Sector Internship 2,024 2,000 4,500
Indiana University Residency 0 1,500 1,000
Meeting Expenses 29,091 26,639 40,500
Journal of American Folklore 53,811 32,861 39,000
Newsletter 13,310 13,372 10,250
Membership Guide 9,268 0 0
Publications Series 1,969 2,118 6,000
AAA Charges 40,516 40,641 38,000
Administration 3,142 2,875 3,500
General Expenses 1,801 3,076 2,550
Total Expenses 184,482 153,909 185,100
Revenue over (under) Expenses $ (4.989) $ 30,409 $ 4375
*unaudited
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