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C(EUR FIDELE

directed by JEAN EPSTEIN
written by JEAN EPSTEIN and MARIE EPSTEIN

music by YI-CHEN CHIANG

TOTAL RUNTIME — 84:14



INSTRUMENTATION

CEUR FIDELE (1923)

directed by Jean Epstein
written by Jean Epstein and Marie Epstein
music by Yi-Chen Chiang (2022)

Flute
(Doubling on Alto Flute and Piccolo)
Oboe
(Doubling on English Horn)

F Horn
Trombone

Percussion
(Cymbal, Turkish Finger Cymbal, Marimba, Crotales, Tom-tom)

MIDI Keyboard with Small Amplifier
(Composer will supply MIDI interface and laptop with specific piano sound)

2 Violin I
2 Violin II
2 Violas
Cello
Double Bass

Note: All transposing instruments are written at concert pitch. Piccolo sounds one octave higher
than written. Crotales sound two octaves higher than written. Double Bass sounds one octave

lower than written.
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PROGRAM NOTES

CEUR FIDELE (1923)

directed by Jean Epstein
written by Jean Epstein and Marie Epstein
music by Yi-Chen Chiang (2022)

Ceeur Fidele (1923) is a French black-and-white dramatic silent film directed by Impressionist Jean Epstein. The film is
considered a brave work of French Impressionist Cinema in the 1920s due to its many bold breakthroughs in cinematography and
editing.

The film tells the story of a love triangle at the Marseille docks. Marie is an orphan who is adopted by a couple running a bar. She
works there as a barmaid and is often bullied and verbally abused by them. The couple want to marry Marie to Petit Paul, a
deadbeat alcoholic, but Marie is already in love with Jean, a longshoreman who she is secretly dating. Petit Paul forces Marie to
accompany him to the amusement park, where they run into Jean. Realizing that he has come looking for Marie, a furious Petit
Paul viciously attacks Jean. In the ensuing brawl, a policeman who has come to stop the fight ends up getting stabbed. Jean is
arrested and taken to prison while Petit Paul successfully slips away.

One year later Jean is released from prison. After some searching he finds Marie again, but she is already living with Petit Paul,
with whom she now has a child. Petit Paul is constantly yelling at Marie and spending all his money drinking. With the help of the
neighbor, a disabled woman, Jean and Marie resume secretly seeing each other. However, another nosy neighbor tips off Petit
Paul, who returns home furious and armed with a gun. During the fierce fight between the two romantic rivals, Petit Paul
accidentally drops the gun on the ground. Trembling, the helpful neighbor picks up the gun and shoots Petit Paul, killing him.
Some time later, a publicly in love Marie and Jean return to the amusement park, perhaps hoping to find the idyllic date they never
got to have. However, their faces betray an unshakeable trauma. Their complicated and melancholic feelings cement that
innocence is fleeting. Some things cannot be undone.

In the score, each character is given a leitmotif: a representational fixed melody. The major seventh in the piano repeated
throughout the film symbolizes both Marie and Jean’s fear of being controlled by Petit Paul. The dissonant and conflicted melody
in D major is Marie’s leitmotif, and the melancholy alto flute melody is Jean’s. Petite Paul’s leitmotif, played on the trombone, is a
more darkly twisted variation of Marie’s, representing his one-sided obsession with her. It is interwoven with the recurring major
seventh in the piano, echoing out throughout the film just as his presence seeps into and controls Jean and Marie’s lives. Finally,
the helpful and nosy neighbors are respectively represented by the marimba solo and the string pizzicati.

Outside of leitmotivic composition, certain scenes have fixed music. Near the beginning of the film, a heartbroken Jean pines for
Marie on the beach after learning of her planned betrothal to Petit Paul. Here the film employs close-ups of Marie overlaid on the
waves. The music is sad and emotional with descending harmonies symbolizing Jean’s melancholy. The amusement park segment
is filled with rhythmic montage, so the score is primarily energetic and fast scales in the woodwinds and piano to express the
cheerful atmosphere of the amusement park and match the quick pace of the montage. Additionally, the music here contains
elements of 19t century French Impressionism, and the tonality wanders between harmony and dissonance, mirroring the tense
undercurrent in the relationship between Marie and Petit Paul. In the fight scene between Jean and Petit Paul, the twelve-tone
technique is used in the music, abandoning traditional forms of harmony in exchange for a more complicated, amorphous kind of
sound to depict the love triangle’s violent climax.

Ceeur Fidele was filmed in France a hundred years ago, and did not originally have a music score. As the composer who was given
the opportunity to create the first score for this film, it felt appropriate to evoke the lush colors of 19t century French
Impressionism in the composition and orchestration. In 1923 (the same year this film was produced) Armold Schonberg developed
the twelve-tone technique, a form of serial pitch organization designed to give all 12 pitches of the chromatic scale equal weight,
resulting in a brand new atonal approach to writing music. I adopted this technique in some scenes as a means of trying to capture
the treacherous and malleable human heart. I imagined the original audience a hundred years ago watching this brand new film
with contemporary music for the first time. I believe it would be an unforgettable experience for them.

— December 2022, Pasadena, CA
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Written for the Jon Vickers Film Scoring Award (2021/2022), which received its world
premiere on Saturday, November 5, 2022, 7:00 pm, Indiana University Cinema.
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Composed for the Jon Vickers Film Scoring Award (2021/2022)

CEUR FIDELE

The Faithful Heart

CONCERT SCORE

Flute/
Alto Flute/
Piccolo

Oboe/

English Horn L

Horn in F

Trombone

Percussion

MIDI
Keyboard

2 Violin I

2 Violin II

2 Violas

Cello

Double Bass

2 Bars Count-Off

Film and Music start at Bar 3

Music by Yi-Chen Chiang

December, 2022

Copyright © 2022 Yi-Chen Chiang
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