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ABSTRACT

Chen Jou-Chen

PARENTING STYLES OF TAIWANESE SINGLE MOTHERS WHOSE ELDEST CHILD IS

BETWEEN THE AGES OF SEVEN AND SEVENTEEN

This study addresses parenting styles of Taiwanese single mothers, focusing on
interactions between cultural factors and their approach to parenting, and how Taiwanese single
mothers define and perceive their parenting styles. Using phenomenological and narrative
analysis, eight participants (four divorced, four widowed) were interviewed in-depth in Taiwan,
using Chinese and Taiwanese. The study identified their self-awareness as parents in terms of
behaviors, beliefs, attitudes and values as well as interactions with their children, including the
use of discipline. Additional issues addressed include financial circumstances, social and
government resources available to single mothers, their emotional management/coping strategies
and problem solving abilities, their use of self-talk/proverbs, and their children’s personalities in

relation to family status and patriarchal cultural attitudes about single-mother households.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Research studies on Asian parenting have increased immensely in the past two decades.
Rapid changes in the last century raised interest in examining the impacts of urbanization and
industrialization on family structures and family values within Asian families (Chao, 2002).
Early research on parental control among Asians demonstrated that parents used harsh and strict
parenting practices with their children that are not in alignment with Western child-rearing
philosophies Yet recent research shows that the negative descriptions of Asian parenting may
have resulted from cultural differences or misunderstandings based on limited Western
perspectives on these collectivist cultures (Chao, 2002). Researchers posited that existing studies
and typology originate mostly from Caucasian cultural contexts that emphasize individualism
and independence for children. As such, existing research cannot fully capture the prevailing
parenting styles in Taiwan, which do not share the same social values and beliefs with
individualistic Western societies (Fung, 2003). Many researchers have thus become aware of the
impact of indigenous cultural notions on parenting, and take into consideration the similarity and

distinctions in parenting practices among diverse cultural groups when analyzing these studies.

This study attempts to recognize and understand the parenting behavior/styles provided
by single Taiwanese parents whose eldest child is between the ages of seven and 17, female-
headed single-parent families. In addition, the researcher focuses on the interaction between

cultural factors and reported parenting styles in Taiwan.

Statement of the Problem




The focus of this study is to understand the parenting style offered by Taiwanese single
mothers. Additionally, the study will address that how cultural factors influence single mothers’
parenting techniques, in particular: How do Taiwanese single mothers define their parenting and
what are the differences between their parenting styles and western parenting typologies? Is the

cultural context a major factor in influencing single mothers’ child-rearing practices?

Purpose of the Study

Studies show that parenting is relevant and contributes to children’s academic, social, and
psychological adjustment, hence the quality of parenting has a great influence on child
development (Bronstein, 1996). Furthermore, studies conducted in Taiwan demonstrated that
mothers tend to be more involved in childcare responsibilities and hold the primary
responsibilities of child training (Chao, 2002). The quality of parenting is thus directly related to
mothers’ parenting style. In addition, studies show that parents in single-parent families typically
experience higher levels of parenting stress than those in dual-parent families, as they must
sustain their families financially and fulfill both father and mother roles. As a result, they may be
more likely to abuse their children (Weng, 1999). This study will be designed to understand and
verify the parenting style provided by Taiwanese single-mothers. The results of the study may
offer practitioners a direction for developing or modifying parenting programs in order to help
single parents provide better and more sound parenting of their children. In addition, the study
may help researchers understand and depict how cultural contexts and family structure can

influence parenting behaviors.

Need for the Study




In Chinese, the term “parenting” (¥{#) has multiple meanings, such as to govern, to teach,

and to restrict children’s behaviors, and to cultivate children’s virtues. In addition, the meaning
of parenting in Chinese and Taiwanese has a great emphasis children’s education (Revised
Chinese Dictionary, 1994). According to these Chinese definitions and compare the definition
with western studies, “parenting” does not have the same applied meaning as in American
society (Cheng, 2006). Parenting may have different interpretations within cultures (Chen & Yi,

2005). More examples and studies will be discussed in chapter two.

At the beginning of the 20" century, divorce had become a common phenomenon in
Taiwan (Chen & Yi, 2005). Remarriage after divorce, however, is not the average case among

women. Taiwanese single-parent families are thus predominately headed by divorced mothers.

Children living in single-parent families are more likely to engage in problematic behavior
than children from two-parent families. Lack of discipline and weak parent-child relationships
due to their parents’ tight working schedule may result in problematic parenting styles (Weng,
1999). While there is substantial research on single parenting techniques, existing research fails
to recognize the considerable distinction of parenting behaviors/style of Taiwanese single parents.
Therefore, a research study is needed to provide a better understanding of the parenting styles

within Taiwanese single parent families.
Delimitations

This study is designed under the following specific conditions. First, it recruits five
participants among Taiwanese single mothers whose eldest child is between the ages of seven
and 17. Moreover, the mothers should be the primary caregivers of their children. Second, data

collection includes an in-depth interview. Third, the interviews collect participants’ narratives of
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parenting styles (please refer to the appendices A and B). In order to understand the uniqueness
of Taiwanese single mothers’ parenting style, this study is conducted in a particular geographic
area. Furthermore, in an effort to collect accurate data regarding the actual lived experiences of
the participants, both interviewers and participants speak Chinese or Taiwanese. Lastly, the
length of data collection period depends on the interview process with the participants and the

emerging theme/s.

Limitations

The purpose of this study is to gain a better understanding of the uniqueness of parenting
styles within a particular contextual setting. As the results of the study cannot be generalized for
all single-parent parents, seeking uniqueness rather than generality for other researchers in

referring/duplicating may become the limitation of the study.

Assumptions

As I started to explore the relevant studies and research about parenting, I discovered that
the four parenting configurations of Baumrind’s (1971) became the standard typology for latter
researchers to follow while conducting their studies. Moreover, most studies were conducted
within western cultures. Research comparing parenting styles within different ethnicities
demonstrates that parents who are not Caucasian tend to provide more authoritarian parenting
styles. Due to my cultural background, the findings of these studies aroused my interests of

delving into articles about parenting style within Asian society, particularly in Taiwan.

Chao (2002, 1994) pointed out that most related studies considered Chinese parenting
styles as authoritarian typology, which represents Chinese parents as more autocratic than

Caucasian parents. Nevertheless, Chinese parenting styles may also be considered as warm and



loving as western/authoritative parenting styles if researchers consider cultural and historical
contexts as salient factors influencing child-rearing beliefs and behaviors (Chen, 2005). After
reading more related studies conducted within Asian societies (Chao, 2002; Chen & Luster, 2002;
Chen & Yi, 2005; Dong, Chen & Zhou, 1997; Fung, 2003; Luo, 1997; Weng, 1999), I found
there is more information to be gained about Taiwanese parenting styles. Furthermore, mothers
within Chinese culture are more likely to be the primary caregivers, and they provide
considerable warmth and emotional support toward their children (Chao, 2002). Additionally, as
divorced families become a common family structure and phenomenon in Taiwan (Weng, 1999),
I believe that further understanding of how Taiwanese single mothers perceive and define their
parenting style will be helpful for parents, educators, teachers, and practitioners, helping them to

develop, improve, or modify parenting curriculum and programs in Taiwan.

Definitions of Terms

Definition of Culture

Culture----culture is constituted of multiple factors, and can thus be interpreted in various

ways. The historic-political conditions, geographical foundations, societal

consciousness, local customs, religious beliefs, perceptions of ethnicity, national

identity, language and dialects, and world trends are factors that can have a

significant impact on forming culture. In this study, the term “culture” will be

considered as a way of life and an attitude or position adopted by Taiwanese (Chun,

1996, Alasuutari, 1995). The attitudes and ways of life people adopt in any social



class in Taiwan may be influenced by specific historic-political backgrounds, such as

Confucian philosophy, Japanese colonization, authoritarian control by the KMT Party,

varied migration from China, etc. Hence, “culture” in this study can refer to

the atmosphere or belief/value system of the specific worldview constructed by

contemporary Taiwanese people. (Note: KMT, Kuomintang or the Nationalist Party,

is the major political party in Taiwan).

Definition of Parenting

Parenting------ parenting includes teaching and governing children’s daily learning and
behaviors through parents’ beliefs, attitudes, emotions, values, knowledge and

interests (Cheng, 20006).

Definition of Parenting Styles

Parenting Style

Parenting style -------- is a unique configuration that represents a combination of children’s

competence and a certain group of parents who share similar parental

behaviors, beliefs, value systems, attitudes, and knowledge of child

development (Baumrind, 2005; 1978).



Chapter 2

REVIEW OF RELATED LITURATURE

Over the past three decades, the “life course” perspective has become the major research
paradigm in family studies. People’s lives, changing society, time of living, linked or
interdependent lives, and human agency are the major themes of the life course paradigm (Elder,

1994).

The life course can be considered a phenomenon with multi-dimensions, ranging from
structured pathways through social institutions and organizations to personal social tracks and
their developmental pathways. The life course perspective can be referred to as the interaction of
age-graded trajectories such as family courses work career, which change due to external

environments or life transitions, ranging from graduate from school to retirement (Elder, 1994).

Moreover, the life course perspective provides researchers with a framework for exploring
human’s complex and interdependent pathways of life. For example, when thinking of the
interaction of marriage and parenthood, new parental responsibilities and economic demands
may be stressful, and help speed the negatives processes or outcomes of life, such as diminishing
the quality of life and mutual companionship of a marriage. In addition, at different
age/developmental stages, people have different tasks or roles to fulfill. The central premise of
life course study is thus the developmental processes and outcomes formed by the social tracks

that people follow (Elder, 1994).

Family life cycle/course can refer to family structures, constitutions, and behavioral
changes. Goldenberg (1991) defines the family life cycle/course as a series of stages or events

that help people recognize family as a systematic structure over a course of time. Other



researchers (Peng, 2003; White & Klein, 2002) concluded that family development is subjected
to related social norms and societal time lines, and interactions between family members within a
family unit are influenced by social roles. Transition from one family stage to another stage may
be predicted based on the former stage, but the order of family developments might be
interrupted or destroyed due to unexpected incidents, which may also change the original family
system. Hence, such incidents can disarrange a family’s original living pace, where the most

common incident of disruption is marriage dissolution (Peng, 2003).

In order to understand a family’s life cycle/course, the salient indicator is the children’s age
and development in the family. According to Duvall (1977), children at different ages represent a
different family life cycle/course for a family. Moreover, the major function of the family,
especially in Asian countries, is to generate the next generation which needs to be protected,
raised, and socialized within society. The observation of children’s development in the family
setting thus conveys much information for researchers in understanding a family’s life
cycle/course (Peng, 2003). Furthermore, some studies showed that parenting strongly influences
children’s academic, social, and psychological adjustments (Bronstein, Duncan, D’ Ari, Pieniadz,
Fitzgerald, Abrams, Frankowski, Franco, Hunt & Oh Cha, 1996). Parents’ behaviors and
attitudes toward their children, as well as their beliefs, values, and practices are directly related to
the outcomes of child development within a family, and can also indirectly predict a family’s life

cycle/course.

Parenting style

Parenting style is an indicator of children’s competence, and it also designates the

observed parenting practices other than abuse (Baumrind, 2005). When it comes to parenting



style, Baumrind’s typology continues to have an impact, as it is frequently and commonly used
as a key reference. In her studies, Baumrind divided parents into three groups according to the
parental control that parents maintained with their children. These parenting style categories

include: permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative (Carter & Welch, 1981; Baumrind, 1966).

When permissive parents face their children’s impulses, desires, and actions, they tend to
be non-punitive, agreeable, and favorable. In addition, permissive parents may consider
themselves as the child’s resource; nevertheless, they allow children to govern and take
responsibility for themselves rather than being an active parent who takes control over the

children’s life.

Training their children to be obedient is often the first priority for authoritarian parents.
Authoritarian parents tend to hold strong attitudes and give firm advice when discussing or
enacting parenting. Furthermore, authoritative parents do not generally attempt to demand
obedience from children, but tend to share their reasoning policy with firm parental control while

providing direct advice with warmth and love (Carter & Welch, 1981; Baumrind, 1966).

Baumrind’s parenting studies developed typologies within parenting style prototypes.
These typologies include authoritarian-directive, non-authoritarian-directive, permissive, and
democratic parenting style. Also, rejecting and neglecting are two disengaged subtype parenting
styles (Baumrind, 2005; Smetana, 1995). Authoritative parents are considered to be very
demanding, very responsive, and not overly invasive. Hence, adolescents who appear to be most
competent and well-adjusted are often those whose parents practice the authoritative parenting
style. Poor academic performance, yet well socialized, are characteristics of adolescents whose

parents provide both the authoritarian and non-authoritarian parenting styles. Nevertheless,



children who are reared using the authoritarian-directive parenting style appear to be more
stressed than adolescents who experience non-authoritarian-directive parenting styles (Baumrind,
2005). As seen in related studies, while many researchers refer to Baumrind’s work regarding
parenting style and child development, these studies fail to recognize the influences of cultural

and contextual factors on parenting styles.

Chinese parenting style

While several studies indicate that Asian parents often endorse absolute parental control,
which means overly controlling behavior and a tendency toward harshness in dealing with their
children, other research studies reveal that many contemporary Asian parents guide their children
with reasonable expectations and requests rather than absolute parental control (Chao & Tseng,
2002). Although Asian parents view parental authority as important under the filial-based
cultural mechanism, love and affection are still considered the most important aspects of child-
rearing (Chao & Tseng, 2002). Chao and Tseng also discovered that Chinese mothers noted that
parental love and sacrifice were important to developing a harmonious relationship and

atmosphere within families.

Moreover, the researchers described that parental respect can be viewed as “family
harmony” and “love and affection,” which reflect the emotional aspects of filial piety rather than
behavioral aspects. Asian children are therefore socialized to follow and respect parental
guidance as well as provide a certain level of financial, instrumental, and emotional support to
their families (Chao & Tseng, 2002). Other studies also showed that Taiwanese parents and
Chinese immigrants in the United States provide a more direct and strict, yet equally warm,

parenting style as European or American parents (Chao & Tseng, 2002).
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Several researchers (Chao & Tseng, 2002) noted that Confucian philosophies, such as
family devotion and respecting parents and other authority figures, are linked to parental
authority among Chinese parents. In Confucian-based societies, filial piety has been described as
a guided principle of socialization, as well as a set of rules on intergenerational conduct. Parents

and the elderly gain greater authority, obedience, and respect from their children (Chao & Tseng,

2002. The essential concept of Chinese parenting and training (3{&)l- jiaxun and & -guan), refers

to the introduction of the obedience and proper manners by exposing the child to explicit

examples, or by comparing them to other children. While the English translation of “guan (&)

has a potentially negative meaning, in Taiwan’s society or Asian cultures “guan”(&) has a

positive meaning which means “to care for” or “to love” as well as “to govern” (Fung, Lieber &

Leung, 2003).

In spite of the statements demonstrated by several studies, according to the Ho (1989),
Chinese/ Taiwanese parents tend to provide lenient or even indulgent parenting toward children
under the age of six. Yet a stricter or even harsh discipline/parenting style would be provided by
Chinese/Taiwanese parents with children after the age of six. The reason for this is
Chinese/Taiwanese parents consider children under the age of six to be too immature to
understand adult concerns, and thus are not capable of being responsible for mistakes or actions
that fail to fulfill parents’ expectations. Furthermore, there is a lack of dramatic transformation
(such as rebellion or acting out) in children from childhood through adolescence to adulthood

among Chinese/ Taiwanese compared with western societies (Ho, 1989).

Taiwanese Parenting styles
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Several studies examining the different roles played by fathers and mothers in Taiwanese
rural families found that Taiwanese fathers are considered to offer the family economic support,
moral instruction, and discipline. In contrast, mothers play the role of providing emotional
support and developing warm and loving relationships within the home (Chao & Tseng, 2002).
Fathers are expected to tolerate emotional indulgence; however expressions of love toward their
children are constrained by the traditional parental role in Taiwan. Research conducted in East
Asia indicated that mothers in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Mainland China were warmer and less
restrictive than fathers, but they appeared to be more demanding. Asian mothers may therefore
build up a more intimate relationship with their children than Asian fathers (Chao & Tseng,

2002).

Research examining influences of the socio-economic status on parenting indicated that
parents with lower socio-economic status tend to have more restrictiveness in parenting than
those among higher socio-economic status (Chao & Tseng, 2002). Within single-parent families,
financial stability is always a major issue, or a stress point, as they may need to provide financial
support for their elderly parents (Son, Lin & George, 2008). Furthermore, studies showed that
parents in single-parent families typically experienced higher levels of parenting stress than those
in dual-parent families, as they must sustain their families financially and play both father and
mother roles. Children in single-parent families are more likely to engage in problematic
behavior than children from two-parent families, sometimes due to the lack of discipline,
supervision, or strong parent-child relationships created by the single parent’s tight work
schedule (Weng, 1999). Single parents are also more likely to use a less suitable parenting style

due to the daily stress they encounter, which may result in abuse of their children (Weng, 1999).
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Not surprisingly, some studies showed that parenting is relevant to children’s academic,
social, and psychological adjustment. Poor parenting may result in poor school performance,
poor social skills, and poor emotional management (Bronstein, Duncan, D’ Ari, Pieniadz,
Fitzgerald, Abrams, Frankowski, Franco, Hunt & Oh Cha, 1996). The quality of parenting
therefore has a great influence on child development. As it the case worldwide, studies have
shown that Taiwanese mothers tend to bear more of the childcare and child training
responsibilities than men (Chao & Tseng, 2002). As a result, the quality of parenting and child

development are positively related to mothers’ parenting style.

The increased numbers of single-parent families in Taiwan have caused practitioners and
researchers’ attention to focus on the related issues and outcomes of divorce and widowhood
(Huang, 2007). The Taiwanese divorce rate has tripled over the past two decades, from 0.8
couples per 1,000 persons in 1981 to 2.7 in 2001. Divorce appears to have become a common
phenomenon in Taiwan at the beginning of the 20" century, where compared to other Asian
countries, with the exception of Korea, Taiwan has the highest divorce rate among Asian
societies (Chen & Yi, 2005). The rate of remarriage among divorced and widowed female is not
common among women, and is much lower than the rate among divorced and widowed males in
Taiwan. . In 2002, the Taiwanese male remarriage rate was 50.9 per 1,000 persons and only 16.6
per 1,000 persons for females. As far fewer women got remarried after divorced and widowed
than men, and women take responsibility for child-rearing, single parent families are usually

headed by single mothers in Taiwan.

The modification of laws on child custody enacted in Taiwan after 1996 resulted in the
increased number of female-headed single-parent families, as an increasing number of judges

decided to relegate children to the custody of their mothers (Tsai, 2002). Within Taiwanese
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society, the major reason for single-mother families is the death of the husband, and the second
major reason is marriage dissolution/divorce (Tsai, 2002). The vulnerability of single-parent
families is usually greater than the two-parent families due to weaker financial status and the
pressure of double-parental roles falling to a single parent. Furthermore, among the population of
single-parent families, female-headed single-parent families often tend to have weaker financial
resources when compared with male-headed single-parent families (Huang, 2007; Tsai, 2002).
According to the Tsai’s (2002) study, males often have higher education levels than females, and
thus have better opportunities for obtaining well-paying jobs. Nonetheless, single mothers tend to
build and maintain better relationships and interactions with their children when compared with

single fathers (Tsai, 2002).

Since the 1990s, however, a new family structure has formed in Taiwan. Families with
foreign brides have emerged in Taiwan’s society, with the brides immigrating from Southeast
Asia and Mainland China. The notable cultural differences and values these couples engage has
resulted in unstable marriages and increased divorce rates (Chen & Yi, 2005). Single parents’
families are thus likely to become common family structure in Taiwan, making the parenting

style of Taiwanese single mothers a timely and relevant topic.

In summary, the factors influencing Taiwanese parenting styles vary due to complex and
various situations that have created change in the society. Parents may identify with a specific
parenting style, but there are always differences of behavior and attitude between one parent and
another. We should thus keep in mind that parenting styles and domestic circumstances may be
more varied than in the past. Parenting styles categorized with the same prototype might vary

due to different contextual settings or specific situations parents confront (Carter & Welch, 1981).

14



As such, a study regarding Taiwanese parenting styles is essential in gaining a sense of new and

meaningful trends in family and parenting practices.

15



Chapter 3

METHODOLOGY

The focus of this study is to understand the impact of culture/context on the parenting
styles of Taiwanese single mothers. This chapter focuses on (a) methodology overview, (b)

selection of participants, (c) data collection, and (d) data analysis.

Methodology Overview

Phenomenology is the study of how people make sense of what they experience in certain
phenomenon by transforming the experience into their consciousness level in our everyday life
(Patton, 2002). When researchers try to think phenomenologically, they attempt to understand
the nature of how people experience the world. One thing to keep in mind is that perception is a
description, or a form of interpretation, of a person. Phenomenology provides insight into the
essence of the lived experience that we may have been unaware of but can recognize (Richards,
2007). Understanding the participant’s focus of an experience is a way to know how he/she
interprets the world (Patton, 2002). To better understand these experiences, researchers need to
transform themselves from “outsiders” to “insiders” to understand the interpreted world of
participants. The phenomenology process focuses on the lived experience, and is thus an
appropriate way of understanding the lived experience of Taiwanese single mothers.

The central idea of narrative analysis is that the story and text from participants provide
researchers with a path to social and cultural meanings (Patton, 2002). The concern of narrative
analysis is to understand the meanings of experience and living stories that people tell us. Hence,
the meaning-making process is the linkage of relating stories together and articulating the

significance of these stories (Gubrium & Holstein, 1997). Therefore, according to the focus and
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concerns of phenomenological and narrative analysis approaches, this study utilizes in-depth
interviews as the primary data collection method.

Selection of Participants

The study used the qualitative approach, with convenience and snowball sampling
methods. Eight participants were recruited in Taiwan, four divorced and four widowed
Taiwanese mothers whose eldest child is between the ages of 7 and 17 from the cities of Chiayi
and Keelung in Taiwan. These were located by asking or being introduced by friends who are
counseling and guidance teachers, two divorced single mothers were recruited from Chiayi and
other two divorced and four widowed mothers from Keelung, who were introduced by a social

worker at the Social Bureau at Keelung.

The participants of the study were originally to include divorced single mothers only,
but due to the difficulties and time limitations for the Taiwanese researcher/interviewer,
widowed single mothers were included the study as the participants after the discussion and
approval of committee chair/supervisor of the study. Two of the participants (divorced single
mothers in Chiayi) are students’ parents who were introduced to the study by the guidance and
counseling teacher in Chiayi. Five participants (four widowed single mothers and one divorced
single mothers) are colleagues of the social worker in the Social Bureau at Keelung, and the
other one participant (divorced single mother) is a relative of the social worker. Hence, two of

the interviews were conducted in the Chiayi and the other six in the Keelung.

For confidentiality purposes, the names and any information that could identify these
participants were removed or modified. Pseudonyms are used within the interview transcripts

and descriptions in the study.
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Data Collection

Face to face interviews are the primary source of data. The length of each individual
interview depended on the actual atmosphere and condition with each participant. The interviews
were audio recorded. Before conducting the interviews, the interviewer was trained on how to

conduct interviews and was familiar with interview skills.

The interviewer/researcher followed the interview guide to conduct in-depth interviews
(please refer to the appendices A and B). Based on the steps and leading questions on the
interview guide, the interviewer /researcher asked (1) participants’ demographic information
(e.g., mother’s age, mental and physical health conditions, marital status, socioeconomic status,
family genogram, educational level, etc.); (2) mothers’ perception of her parenting attitudes and
behaviors (e.g., mothers’ knowledge of child development, beliefs, attitudes, values, and
behaviors toward childrearing); (3) the relationships and interactions between mothers and
children; (4) where and how mothers receive certain resources to enhance/support their parenting
and to reduce their perceived stress (e.g., how their social network functions and how they
receive social support, and what kind of difficulties they confront), and (5) mother’s
advice/suggestions/reflection on being a single mother. These leading questions are the key

dimensions about parenting that interviewer /researcher addresses.

The interviewer was careful not to mislead the participants or judge their answers, and
did not divulge her personal opinions while interviewing. While interviewing, the interviewer
was responsible for clarifying questions for participants, and the interviews were conducted in

Chinese and Taiwanese in order to have better communication and understanding of participants’
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responses about parenting style. In addition, the language also demonstrated the underlying

meanings which come from cultural influences.

During several interviews in Keelung, there was an observant/change agent sitting aside
participants and the interviewer. After those interviews, the observant gave her feedback and
reflections both about the interviews and interviewer/researcher (The training background of the

observant is a counselor).

Moreover, before interviewing, the researcher received the IRB approval to conduct the
study and followed the related protocols. As the study was conducted in Taiwan, the
interviewer/researcher had regular online meetings via Skype with her University committee

chair/academic advisor to receive appropriate supervision.

Data Analysis

Researchers bracket a main knowledge about the topic by writing their assumptions,
knowledge, and expectations. They get involved in a conversation without a hypothesis, and
follow a “clue-and-clue-taking process” while the conversation takes place. When they analyze
the data, phenomenologists often reflect on their personal experience and as well as others
experiences (Richards, 2007). After collecting the data from selected participants, the interviewer
should suspend her own assumptions and prejudice of possible results in order to concentrate
attention on essence of the participants’ narratives. The concepts recognized in the transcribed
interview notes should include not only the researcher’s interpretations of parenting but also
reveal the perceptions of participants’ stories. Bracketing also helps researchers temporarily
suspend their original beliefs about parenting so that other perspectives and questions may

emerge (Richards, 2007). Researchers should thus be as objective as possible.
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Before interviewing each participant, the interviewer/researcher tried to bracket herself by
noting down thoughts, feelings, and assumptions in journals. In addition, as the
interviewer/researcher was trained as a counselor when studying in university for four years, she
kept in mind the difference in roles between an interviewer and a counselor, and maintained
notes about personal reflections and interviewees’ narratives. After each interview, the
interviewer/researcher also noted down her thoughts, reflections, and observations about herself
and the interview. She also summed up the similarities and differences of participants’ narratives

and modified the interview guideline in order to conduct better interviews.

After collecting data via in-depth interviews from participants, the interviewer/researcher
transcribed the audio records of the interviews into Chinese verbatim manuscripts. She then
picked one divorced and one widowed single mothers’ Chinese manuscripts from all the
participants to translate into English transcripts along with cultural explanations and specific
customs and circumstances in Taiwan. In addition, the interviewer/researcher followed a
systematic process to analyze and code the collected data (Leydon, 2000). Collected transcripts
were sorted, color-coded, and categorized based on the research questions of the study, and
leading questions listed on the interview guideline in order to find emergent themes and key
issues (for more on the processes of analyzing please refer to appendix). The transcripts were
read repeatedly to recognize identical themes and key concepts, and coding and the development
of patterns or frameworks from the body of collected transcripts were used to interpret the
narratives of participants. Furthermore, while analyzing the transcripts and adding explanations
of cultural contexts and specific customs and circumstances from transcripts, the researcher not
only verified the translation and her personal interpretation of the transcripts with both the

Taiwanese and Americans, but also took journal notes to record any personal confusion,
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feedback, and reflections about herself and transcripts via writing and audio recording, no matter

when they were being analyzed, in her daily life.

After analyzing each transcript, the researcher summed and categorized all the emergent
themes and sub-themes together on a big tree diagram, and then organized them on a big
table/column that followed the order and categories for the purpose of comparing and

restructuring the emergent themes.
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Chapter 4
FINDINGS

In this chapter, the researcher introduces each participant’s story in brief summaries, where
pseudonyms are used and any identifying information has been modified. The researcher
discusses findings within emergent themes along with quoted conversations from each
participant’s interview transcripts that demonstrate literal and underlying meanings the

participants are implying or trying to express.

Summary of each participant’s story

Divorced Single mothers

Chiayi City ~ Ah-Juan

Ah-Juan is a single mother in her thirties who has two daughters, aged nine and ten with a man
to whom she was not married, and who had his own family before meeting up with her. The
couple cohabited and had their children before separating, and Ah-Juan’s social economic status
is not good. She has custody of their children and is their primary caregiver. Ah-Juan usually
has to work many part-time jobs to sustain the expenses of her family, and thus she doesn’t have
much time to with them. She is optimistic, however, and willing to seek help from different
social organizations and resources, but she faces difficulties when trying to apply for subvention
or child support from the Social Bureau. These government bureaus were confused in their
dealings with her, and were unwilling to offer child support at first because they considered her
kids to be “legitimate.” The fact that there is no marital relationship between Ah-Juan and her
partner was a huge obstacle when she applied for various forms of subvention and child support.

Luckily, her mother and siblings have been willing to take care of her kids when she is not
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available. As the eldest child Ah-Juan helped her parents take care of her younger siblings, and
in fact gave up her studying opportunities to sustain the finances of her parents and family. Her
siblings have a better education than she, and thus have a higher social economic status. They are

also willing to support her family expenses as needed.

Ah-Juan considers the most important parenting principles as, “Always be your
children’s friends rather than being a parent,” “Try to put yourself in your children’s shoes as
much as possible,” and “Adjust your attitude and beliefs at all times.” Also, a central idea she
held when facing difficulties is the Chinese saying, “Kui Le Shi Y1 Ten, Tong Ku Shi Yi Ten”

(PR32 — K, T /& — K), which means, Time passes no matter if you feel happy or sad, and

holding an optimistic attitude rather than a pessimistic attitude about life will help you live
happily every day instead of living painfully, or, To live happily or painfully each day is a choice

one must make.

Ah-Juan and her children usually watch TV together or sleep late in the morning on
weekends or after work. She works all day every weekday, and seldom has holidays or day off to
rest. She usually stays home to do inside activities with her children in order for leisure and rest.
When her children would like to have an outing, her siblings would usually be willing to take her
children to have some fun. As a result, her children have great relationships with their aunts and
uncles. She described her eldest as an independent child when compared with other ten year-olds.
Her elder child also helps her to discipline her younger child, assists in doing some house chores
as well. Her younger child is very thoughtful and considerate to others, and often says sweet

words to Ah-Juan.
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Chiayi City Ting-Ting

Ting-Ting is a divorced single mother in her thirties who owns her own business in the city, a
piano studio. Most of the time, she needs to work in during the day and usually has to take care
of her son while she is working. The first floor of her studio is used for business and the second
floor is where she and her son live. Although she has to work in most of the time, even when her
son finishes school, her son can still reach her if he needs to. Ting-Ting doesn’t consider that she
has less time spent with her son. When talking about her parenting attitude and beliefs, she said
she would like to give her son a happy childhood rather than push him too hard on everything,
especially academic performance. She is afraid of her son would be discriminated against by
other classmates due to his coming from a single-parent household. She often asks her son
hypothetical questions on how he would deal with classmates’ questioning and mockery about

their unique family structure in order to teach or provide him support.

Ting-Ting suffered from her ex-husband’s violent behavior and verbal abuse, and was
even threatened by her husband and in-laws that she needed to pay his debts. She talked a good
deal about her negative relationships with her ex-husband (whom she referred to as “the man”
instead of her “ex-husband”) and family-in-laws, and how these people threatened her verbally
and spiritually. Moreover, she worries that the domestic violence from the dissolved marriage
resulted in negative impacts on her son, who experienced marital conflicts of his parents and his
father’s abusive behaviors to his mother. And she is afraid of her son’s development because he
lacks of a male model to imitate. She avoids discussing their marital relationship and current
conditions between her and her ex-husband with her son. She considers that “divorce” is a vague
idea for her son’s age group, and believes marriage should be an adult topic that should not

worry the children. Before the marriage dissolution, Ting-Ting and her ex-husband had a long
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separation, but she didn’t discuss this in detail with her son at the time. She revealed that her son
was expressed disappointment about the separation and wondered why they couldn’t get together
anymore. When she gave a brief explanation of the separation and dissolution of their marriage,
she tried not to utilize negative descriptions and imagery, to avoid ruining her son’s image of his
father and to protect his generally sound and happy childhood. She considered the phrase “single
parent” to be a “defective” term, and tried hard to maintain the marital relationship since their
son was little. She had communicated with ex-husband and family-in-laws about solving the

marital issues, but in vain.

Ting-Ting said that her marital relationship was actually dissolved when his son at
kindergarten, and she made up the story that his father was working at other city, as her ex-
husband is not local to Chiayi. Nevertheless, when her son studied at elementary school and
needed to fill in certain family information on forms, she faced the dilemma of having to tell her
son the truth, and informed the class teacher of the family situation. As there is much related
information required for helping or supporting single-parent families, which needs to be passed
out to the parents through students, she had to tell her son about the divorce. Along with the
negative relationship with her ex-husband and family-in-laws, who threatened her verbally and
spiritually, Ting-Ting told me about her hopes for her son, that he lives a happy and sound life
and not be discriminated against by classmates or others due to his “special” family structure, as
a child of a single mother who may have “misbehaved” or who is part of a minority. One of the
major reasons why she works hard to provide a better quality of life to her son is to prevent her
son from being influenced by prevailing negative stereotypes of single-parent families. When
talking to discipline her son, for example, Ting-Ting said she would not take too seriously the

terms her son uses if they are not too negative or impolite, choosing to ignore them in hopes that
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he could become tougher when facing mockery and discrimination from others. In fact, she
talked a lot about the stigma of being a divorced single parent or the child of single parents. She
felt that these negative stereotypes and stigma are serious obstacles for single parents in raising
their children, and adds a lot of pressure for these parents. She wishes that other single parents
could hold a positive and formative attitude about their status when facing the stigmatized

attitude of others.

Ting-Ting also mentioned that her own mother often encourages her, that if she meets
someone “nice” she can try to start a new relationship. But her former experience with her ex-
husband makes her usually think twice before considering any relationship development or
decision, or just give up on the option. In any case, she said that she feels content to live with her

son, and just enjoys their life together as a family of two.

Keelung City  Ah-Ling

Ah-Ling is a divorced single mother in her early thirties who lives with her only child, a seven-
year-old girl. When talking about the issue of parental discipline, she said that she is usually
open-minded when teaching and rearing her daughter. In discussing the serious discrimination
between boys and girls in her own family growing up, she revealed that she used to be treated
unfairly and unreasonably and thus does not want her child to suffer this uncomfortable feeling.
Wanting her child to grow up happily and carefree, she often would not punish or nag her
daughter if she doesn’t make big mistakes or admit them after the fact. Ah-Ling would teach her
daughter patiently, and wouldn’t correct her unless her daughter does something wrong or speaks

impolitely. However, that is not usually the case. She complimented her daughter a lot while
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interviewing, saying she is a very considerate and precocious child who knows what to do and
what to say. Her daughter seldom asks for extra toys or snacks because she probably knows that
those things are not affordable in their financial circumstances. Sometimes, Ah-Ling would try
to convince her daughter to buy the items she wants, or encourage her to reveal her true thoughts
on a subject. But her daughter generally acted mature or content with the situation. While Ah-
ling felt gratified that she has a really mature and considerate children. She felt heartbroken at
the same time that she could not afford a better quality of life and that her daughter may be
concealing her real desires. She also mentioned that her daughter doesn’t have food dislikes and
is easy to raise. Oftentimes, they would go window shopping, chatting with each other as friends
or riding bicycles after school and work or during the holidays. They would usually take a walk
or bicycle ride in the nearby park, or they would take the train to Taipei (the capital of Taiwan,
about 40 minutes away by regular train) for a short trip. Ah-Ling said that her daughter is very

extroverted and active, and she is easily contented.

Ah-Ling’s social resources, however, are limited. She told me that her parents and family exhibit
a careless attitude toward her condition. Although she comes from a family that is a respected
family in the community where she born, they discriminated against girls to the point that they
don’t care about Ah-Ling’s condition at all, even when she found out her ex-husband’s extra
marital affairs. At the beginning when she found out her ex-husband’s affairs, her parents-in-law
would tell her they were sorry or ask for her forgiveness. After they found out Ah-Ling’s own
family was not on her side, her parents-in-law started to defend their son and criticize her as not
being a good daughter-in-law. She was not her ex-husband’s first wife, and her ex-husband loves
to gamble. They became separated but not divorced for a long time, due to his avoidance. As he

was initially a really good father and treated their daughter very well, after their separation Ah-
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Ling explained to her daughter that her father was working outside of town. Since he did not
want to come home, he started to visit their daughter at school from time to time. After the
daughter saw her father brought other children and an aunt to visit her at school, and when he
would come home to ask money and abuse Ah-Ling when she refused, the daughter started to
refuse seeing him when he came to their home. Because the ex-husband’s family wants the
daughter back, and the ex-husband began to grab her from school and frighten her, she felt
scared when she saw her father or someone discussed him. Because of these incidents and her
ex-husband’s abusive behavior, Ah-Ling decided to apply for a Restraining Order. Based on the
request, the social worker told her to apply for a diagnosis certificate as well and go to the police
office to report the case for her own good. In the end, the judges forced her ex-husband to

divorce Ah-Ling and give her custody of their daughter.

Before the court judgment, however, the manager of the school was not willing to make the
promise of contacting Ah-Ling when her ex-husband went to school to see their daughter and
tried to take her away. The school manager said that they have no right to disagree with the ex-
husband’s visit unless the custody was clearly declared. But Ah-Ling asked a class teacher who
was familiar with her family condition to contact her immediately when her ex-husband went to
the school and tried to take away her daughter. After the judgment, the manager and teachers
were willing to contact her as long as something unusual happened. Although Ah-Ling doesn’t
forbid her ex-husband to visit her daughter, as long as he doesn’t try to abduct her, their daughter

refuses to hear from, talk to, or see her father out of fear.

When talking about the differences of her parenting style before and after her separation, Ah-
Ling mentioned that for the first half year, when she found out her ex-husband had extra- marital
affairs, she treated her daughter with a little bit of indifference and carelessness due to her
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unsteadily emotions about her situation at the moment. She was trying to adjust and deal with all
the negative emotions and poor financial conditions the separation created, and thus paid less
attention to her daughter than usual. Nevertheless, her daughter was so considerate and mature;
she usually took care of herself and was well-behaved. After one incident when her daughter
broke the water container on her feet, Ah-Ling realized that she had to adjust her attitude and
started to focus on her daughter that she shouldn’t let her daughter carry heavy container to pull
water for herself at a such young age. Furthermore, when I asked her about how she cheered and
sustained herself in her family financial difficulties, while taking good care of her daughter, she
related her discovery that she would never receive the support and care from her own family or
in-laws, and she knew that the only person she can count on is herself. Before the separation, she
had no employment experience except for working in her family’s company. She therefore had
to take all kinds of odd jobs to sustain her daughter and their expenses. When making a
sustainable income became impossible, she started to sell out her own jewelry to support them.
The mainly belief she held is that she will choose to live happily rather than with continual upset
and anger. The life of being alone with her daughter makes her feel content and satisfied, even
though she has had to work more than one job. She wants to provide her daughter with the same

quality of life like other children from two-parent families.

When Ah-Ling talked about the social support she had, she mentioned an elder female friend
who helps her a lot, even sharing resources when her family is not doing well financially. Before
her current job (as temporary staff in the Social Bureau), she usually had to work from early
morning or until late night, so she was unable to take care of her daughter. This female friend
would help take care of the child for a while and even tried to help her when she was ran out of

funds. Luckily, she was introduced to her latest job by the social worker who took care of her
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case when she applied for the Restraining Order. And thus she only has to work during the day,
which fits perfectly with her daughter’s school schedule. Ah-Ling said that from time to time
when she felt exhausted and tired, she would think of her daughter and become strong and
energetic again. She always thinks that she should take great responsibilities in allowing her

daughter to live in a single-parent family without sufficient resources.

Keelung City Hsiao- Jin

Hsiao-Jin is divorced and lives with her ten-year-old son, mother, and sister-in-law. She works
during the day and studies during the night to complete her master’s degree in the Chihlee
Institute of Technology. Before the divorce, she was a housewife who took care of her child by
herself, and she felt unhappy about losing part of herself in marriage. Her ex-husband didn’t care
about their son or help her with raising him when he came home from work before the divorce.
However, after the divorce, she not only feels happy and relief, but also stated that her ex-
husband had built up a closer relationship with their son, calling or visiting him actively on
holidays, and wanting to take him out for fun. Hsiao-Jin said that after the divorce her ex-
husband seems to realize that he has to cherish the time with their son, and thus cares for and
spends more time with their son when he is capable. When the couple decided to dissolve their
marriage, Hsiao-Jin asked her son’s permission and agreement to divorce her husband. Her son
said he could accept this and he believes his mother would become happier. In addition, after the
divorce, Hsiao-Jin started to fulfill her dream to saves personal time to find herself again. She
became happier and has more confidence in herself. She didn’t think that the love they give to

their son decreased, nor was the quality of life she tried to provide for him insufficient. She thus

30



feels her son also became happier than before. She never forbids her ex-husband to contact and
hang out with their son, and she believes he still “owns” both his father and mother despite the
fact that they are divorced. She also told me that because she has to work during the day and
study at night, the primary caregiver becomes her mother instead of herself. But she claimed that
she tries to spend time with her son when she finishes school later in the evening. To make sure
he has enough time to spend with her, she takes her son travel outside of the country each

summer vacation.

When Hsiao-Jin talked about her focus of parenting, she emphasized cultivating children’s
confidence and better living habits. She considers that letting her child gain as many skills and
knowledge as he can will help him gain more confidence, especially when he has more abilities
than others. She sends him to many “cram schools” to learn these different skills, as she doesn’t
want her son to lose out to others, and encourages him toward better performances than other
kids at a similar age. Yet she also points out that forcing the child to study all the time is not a
good idea. She lets her son to play video games and watch his favorite TV programs when he
finishes his homework on time, and gives an extra bonus of entertainment time or toys when he
does a good job on his academic performance. Nevertheless, she will punish her son when he
doesn’t finish his homework or what he needs to do by cutting back his entertainment time.
Furthermore, she emphasizes his need to build up a fixed daily routine, such brushing his teeth

and washing his face at bedtime, or finishing his homework first before his entertainment time.

Hsiao-Jin also mentioned that the adults should keep their promises and build up a positive
model for the kid, such as buying the gift he is promised after doing a good job. If you break the
trust with a child, she feels you will never gain it again. She finds that while good parenting is
hard to practice, there’s no big difference between her parenting practices before and after her
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divorce. The environment didn’t change and the people who live with her son are the same. The
only thing that changed is her ex-husband’s moving out. When I asked her if the lesser amount of
time she spent with her son after the divorce due to her job and personal fulfillment made any
difference to her son, and whether the different parenting styles she and her mother utilized
confused her son or not, she told me that her personal time did not seem to cause much
difference between her and her son, but the different parenting practices of her mother did cause
some inconsistency. Nonetheless, she made an agreement with her mother that her mother’s
opinion comes first and her opinion comes the second in this case, so there was seldom any
confusion or conflict resulting from their different parenting approaches. Also, she usually would
first discuss these approaches with her mother to maintain the same attitude and similar parenting
practices for teaching and governing the child. He often reports his stories from school to his
grandmother more than to herself. When I asked her if she feels jealous about this closer
relationship between her grandmother and son, Hsiao-Jin replied that and she feels great that
there is another person who gives love to his son. At some special holidays or events, he may

also go to her ex-husband’s home to visit her parents-in-law.

In addition, when I asked her about the child-rearing differences between single-parent families
and two-parent families, she told me that there are certainly some variations but make no huge
differences. She mentioned that there are many two-parent families where the husband/father
goes to other country for work, and doesn’t stay with family members for a long time. The parent
who stays in the family has to take care of children without the spouse, a situation that is much
like single-parent families. Moreover, during her son’s early development, his father was not

absent and they are on good terms.
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Hsiao-Jin does not limit her son’s interests and hobbies. She tries to help him explore and
experience as much experience as possible, and learn various skills. But his grandmother is not
favorable toward his interest in dancing. For their leisure activities on holidays, Hsiao-Jin often
rides bicycles in the park with her son, watches TV with him, goes to local temples to worship

the Mother God, or shops in the department store when the weather is hot outside.

She suggests that other single parents be independent and not hold the attitude of raising kids for
the sake of the parents, as when assuming that when the kids grow up, they have to take care of
their parents as well. Furthermore, she mentioned that adults should never bring their own issues

to their children or express negative emotions against them.

Widowed Single mothers

Keelung City Shu-Chi

Shu-Chi is a widowed single mother of with a 15 year-old daughter and a 10 year- old son. She
shared her experience of raising her children as a single parent, which she found to be more
difficult. She tends to train her children to be more independent than other kids of two-parent
families. There are many situations where she cannot be present, and helps her kids deal with
many issues in hopes that they can be capable of caring for themselves. Furthermore, she stated
that if children are not independent enough, parents will not be able to focus on their own work.
Shu-Chi said that her elder daughter is an independent child who performs well on academic
subjects at school. She usually doesn’t need to pay extra attention to her or worry about her
academic performance. In giving her opinions about building up mutual communications with
her children’s school/class teachers, Shu-Chi said that she would talk to their teachers on the
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first day of school about their special family structure and conditions. Usually there are flyers
and application forms from social organizations for teachers to pass on to single-parent families
in order to offer various kinds of support. However, as children are very sensitive about labeling
by others, Shu-Chi would try to explain the family situation to teachers to protect her children’s
feelings and keep them from discrimination. Moreover, she also mentioned that poor financial
status is usually a weakness in most of the single-parent families, where parents would usually
have no extra money to enroll their children in extra-curricular activities and classes after school.
She thus tells her kids to do their best to gain as much skill and knowledge as they can at school
and that having a higher educational level changes living environments and conditions for the
better. She also considers that children who love to study rarely become misbehaved, and she
therefore does her best to provide a better studying environment for her children. Moreover, she
hopes that she can help her children cultivate some specialties that will allow them to live

independently in the future.

In terms of familial support, during recent years Shu-Chi’s father suffered from cancer and
moved into her place to live with them. When her children finish school and before she returns
from work, her father cooks and cares for them. Her interaction with her children is limited
because they need to focus on their academic performance and have to study at school late or do
their homework until midnight. She told me that her younger son usually does things very slowly,
which boys should not do. Her son usually does his homework slowly, and takes lots of time to
finish it. While she worries about his ability in time management, she said that he is a good kid,
and that no matter how late he goes to bed, he always finishes his homework first. On her days
off, Shu-Chi and her children usually do house chores, or she takes her son to his grandmother’s

(on his father’s side). While her elder daughter is in her teens and is sometimes rebellious or hard
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to discipline, Shu-Chi said that she is generally very open-minded in dealing with her, and
usually maintains a friendship with her children. They usually chat with each other while riding
on the motorcycle, or talk about the stories that occurred at school, commenting on different
situations they experience. There are no limited phrases or words for them to use when
communicating or conversing with each other. Unless her daughter utilizes speech that is
improper or impolite to others, she would not correct her daughter. Shu-Chi said that she would
take the opportunity to teach or correct her children when they shared other classmates’ negative
stories to her in order to help them differentiate what is right and what is wrong. She also told her
children that making friends should depend on personality and temperament, not on one’s

academic performance.

She confessed to me that sometimes she would feel upset or annoyed after work, and might have
less patience with her children when she tried to teach them. She explained to them that everyone
makes mistakes and will never do things right every time, and they should therefore be
considerate to each other at all times. Shu-Chi would try to utilize verbal discipline rather than
physical punishment toward her children when they did something wrong or were not being
obedient. She also teaches her children that one should cultivate character, morality and the
ability of sound judgment. Also, seeking greater academic performance is not the only thing they
should care about. In the past, she often asked her elder daughter to help her do house chores and
take care of her younger brother, but the daughter felt this to be unfair just because she is the
elder child. And the daughter also hates for her mother to nag her first, or tell her that she should

take the responsibility when something wrong happened because she is the elder one.

After Shu-Chi came to work at the women’s and children center, she learned many things from

her co-workers and volunteers. As most co-workers have their own children at similar ages as
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hers, they would share experiences or ask each others’ opinions when facing parenting
difficulties. As a result, Shu-Chi feels that her parenting became much more fair-minded than
before. Yet compared with the mental health between her daughter and son, she is much more
concerned about her elder daughter’s condition, as she had tried to hurt herself once and was
discovered by the class teacher. This incident caused some tension because Shu-Chi only found
out about the incident from someone who saw her daughter at the school’s health center, where
she was taken to heal her wounds. When Shu-Chi asked the teacher about this, she found out
that the teacher had made a deal with her daughter not to tell her parents if she agreed not to hurt
herself again in this way. Shu-Chi felt upset that this teacher didn’t inform her of the incident,
and asked the teacher to tell her about any related events that occurred in the future. She is thus
afraid of pushing her daughter too hard, or nagging her too often, but she tries to explain to or
teach her daughter issues around suicide when they see it on the news or TV. Shu-Chi now
keeps a close eye on her daughter’s actions and moods in order to discern her real thinking and
feelings. She also mentioned that she would encourage her daughter to set up goals to achieve at

school.

Shu-Chi explained that one rule her children must obey is to make phone calls to her to report
their safety. If the children don’t make this call when they go home, their punishment would be
more serious than if they don’t finish their homework or do poorly on their tests. She told me
that being a single parent sometimes is more a sensitive position than parents in two-parent
families, as they generally pay more attention to children’s safety when guardians are away. A
critical issue for single parents is also parent care. For example, as Shu-Chi’s father is at

hospital now and is not in a good shape, she has to take care of him and her children, moving
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back and forth between her work place, home, and hospital. So sometimes she cannot take good

care of her kids or pay extra attention to them.

During the time when she lost her husband, Shu-Chi went to see the counselor to become more
aware of how to manage her “dead-alive” life. She discovered that she should go to work to
sustain her family’s financial condition. She also told herself that it is one’s choice to have a
happy day or a miserable day, depending on what attitude one holds (per the expression, Kui Le

Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku Shi Yi Ten P82 — K, Ji # & — K ), and everyone should be grateful for
what they have and be content (per Zhi Zu Xi Fu Gan En %12 &5/ &), Shu-Chi would try

her best to provide a better life to her children, and she doesn’t want others to treat them
differently because they come from a single-parent family. Despite of the things she teaches her
children, she also talks about death on a regular basis with them. Her husband died from liver
cancer and her father now has colon cancer as well. The three of them (mother and children)
would chat about their feelings and ideas about dying and death. When they talked about
something unusual, Shu-Chi would try to tell them a relevant scenario and ask her children’s
opinion about it, while correcting or teaching them the better coping strategies. She tries to be as

open as she can about these important issues.

Keelung City Mei-Li

Mei-Li is a widowed single mother who raises three kids by herself, a 16 year-old girl, a 14year-
old boy and an eight-year-old boy. She feels that parents should become their children’s friend
when parenting, but she also holds strict parental attitudes while teaching her children. She told

me that before her husband died, she taught her children very seriously and asked for full
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obedience. After her husband’s death, she felt sorry for her children and became less strict when
teaching her children. She started to seek help from religious resources and she found support
from Buddhism. She sent her children to a Buddhist class and hopes that they can find peace and
learn from the meaning and beliefs of Buddhism about life. After she lost her husband, she hated
others criticizing her children, saying that they misbehaved or mocking her children due to their
special family structure. Therefore, she asks her children to be well-behaved, and they would be
punished if she heard complaints from others due to their improper behavior. She thus plays
three roles depend in different situations while practicing her parenting -- that of mother, father,
and friend. When her kids choose to hang out with friends or make some decisions about
activities, they must ask for her permission and opinion. Mei-Li corrects her children’s improper
or impolite behavior and language expression. She told them that everything they do or say at
home is okay as long as they respect each other, but doing deeds that cause others to report their
misbehavior or impoliteness is never allowed. Nonetheless, she will seek the truth and facts
before correcting or punishing her kids. She does not allow others to discriminate against or
mock them. She tries to offer a better quality of life for her children in order to prevent the

mockery of others for having no father.

Mei-Li discussed her children’s psychological growth as well, and she said that her three
children were forced to grow up and be mature. Losing her husband and the mockery of her
family in-law gave her painful memories, as they brought her many moments of heartbreak and
sorrow instead of offering support when she dealt with her husband’s suicide (who hanged
himself) and having to all of the sudden raise three children alone. Her children have been
through all of these processes with her, and also understood her sorrow and pain. They

sometimes would protect and defend her from the family-in-law’s blame and mockery. She spent
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three months trying to cheer herself up after her husband’s death, and chooses to live a happier
life rather than a miserable one, using the same expression about one’s choice to have a happy
day or a miserable day depends on what attitude does one takes (Kui Le Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku

Shi Yi Ten [R&% 2 — K Ji 5 /& —K). The language abuse and intended physical attack from the

family-in-law gave her strength to be strong. She doesn’t allow people to criticize her children
because they have no father, and she provides her children the same quality of supplies as other
children. Mei-Li has rules for her children, where house chores are separated and done by every
family member. Schedules must be followed, and children should never be reminded about more
than three times, or she would punish accordingly. The elder children help to take care of
younger children, and they usually watch TV at home together on the weekends and holidays.
She also told her children that once they make their decisions, they should not change their
minds, and should hang on to finish their goals. Moreover, the major expectation she has for her

children is that they be well-behaved.

Keelung City Hui-Jan

Hui-Jan has been a widowed single mother for nine years and raises three children by herself.
When I asked her about most important concerns of parenting, she said a higher educational level
and cultivating great character and ethical behavior are her expectations for her children.
Regarding the differences in her parenting before and after the death of her husband, she
mentioned facing great pressures and difficulties when raising her children. Many times she feels
frustrated and has no one to talk to about this. She feels depressed and it is not easy to cheer up,

for her quality of life is not as good as before. When her children ask for some stationery or
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supplies, she would tell them to be considerate and learn how to restrain their desires because
they lost their father and life is much tougher than before. Moreover, she said it was very hard
for her when at the time she just lost her husband and her children asked for their father. During
the time, she worked in Taipei (the capital city in Taiwan) and had a better salary. However, she
had to ask for her extended family members to take care of her children while working.

Afterward, she decided to quit her job and moved to Keelung to take care of them by herself.

Regarding her use of discipline in parenting, Hui-Jan said that she tried to remind her children
of the right action at first, but if they are not willing to listen to her advice she would practice
physical punishment. She told me that sometimes it was hard for her to discipline her children, as
two are in high school and the eldest son is working at gas station where he learned how to
smoke and became gradually more rebellious. Hui-Jan also shared a story about her eldest son
when he was in junior high school. He was threatened by his classmates, who bullied him into
providing money for a long time, but he was too scared to tell her and the teacher. One day when
one bully came to Hui-Jan’s mother’s store to ask for money from her son, she found out that he
hadn’t eaten his lunch for a long time because he gave all his allowance to the bullying students
every day. The total amount of money taken is not small, and she felt bad and sorry for her son,
and she thinks that this might be a result of the absence of his father. The difficulty of raising
children without a partner is tough and painful for Hui-Jan, and she felt she had no place to turn
to when she faces difficulties. However, her working experience and environment at the Women
and Child Center now gives her some resources and support. Her siblings and parents also help
her sometimes as needed, and she also brings her children back to the family-in-law during the

Chinese New Year.
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Keelung City Chu-Kuo

Chu-Kuo is a widowed single mother in her forties who has two daughters aged 13 and seven.
The elder daughter lives with Chu-Kuo’s mother and young sister during the week due to the
school district. She believes that parents should train and discipline their children well when they
are young, but once the children cultivate great habits and become well-behaved, parents would
not need to worry a lot when the kids grow up. If her daughters don’t listen to her advice after a
couple times, she utilizes physical punishment, disciplining them even if they hate her. She
explained that she would prefer to let her children hate her when they are little rather than
becoming the “black sheep” of society and hate her when they are adults. She told me that
children’s mistakes would count on the parents. In addition, a parent has the responsibility of
protecting, restraining, and taking care of their children until they are 18. Her children need to
ask her permission to hang out with friends, and she emphasizes their proper behavior and

politeness.

Chu-Kuo often makes phone calls to remind and supervise her elder daughter’s life, since they
only live together on the weekend. During the holidays, she and her daughters would hang out or
stay at home to watch TV together in order to save money. Her mother and younger sister are

physical disabled, and she usually has to take care of them as well.

Chu-Kuo shared that when she lost her husband, it was very painful and she was depressed for a
while. But she changed her mind one day when she saw her children, thinking that she needed to
cheer up and live a happier life. The spiritual and physical pressure of sustaining a family by
herself would sometimes crash down on her at the beginning. Although she is surviving the

change now, she still feels heartbroken, especially when she thinks of the indifference of her
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family-in-law. She stated, “Ren Zai Qing Zai, Ren Zou Qing San” (ATEEE , AEER),

meaning, the physical existence of the person is the connection between relationships. The
family-in-law acted indifferent when she needed help after her husband died, even though they
made promises to her husband to help care for his family. She also mentioned that she never
wants her children discriminated against by others because they don’t have father, and thus tries

to provide them the best quality of life and discipline them strictly.

Themes and subthemes of study results

Cultural Context/Social Climate Influences on How These Single Mothers Form, Practice,

and Learn Their Parenting

(Note: the context of the social climate about single-parent-families in Taiwan I described below are based on the

stories of eight participants)

Throughout my interview processes and the analysis of transcripts, I found that the cultural
context/social climate as a common theme emerged from all participants’ stories. Despite the fact
that narratives of each single mother depict how traditional customs and social climate influence
their parenting practices, not every single mother revealed this theme deliberately. Some of the
single mothers didn’t address the phenomena directly, and the researcher had to discover, unfold

and pull out their underlying meanings by reading their interview transcripts repeatedly.

In addition, I would like to point out several phenomena from almost every participant
regarding the influence of cultural context/social climate on their parenting. First of all, during

the interviews they mentioned that they would like to provide the best quality of life for their
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children, and their expectations for their children would mostly include the characteristics of
being well-behaved and disciplined in order not to be criticized about their parenting, family

structure or financial condition.

Quoted statement: Mei-Li (Widowed-Tanscripts§8-Page5)

“I don’t like my children...My personality is that...I don’t like people to say
something like ‘Your son is so naughty!” Or ‘Aren’t your children having any
food to eat?’ Because my sons’ appetite is very good and they usually eat a lot,
[ dislike my children having to watch others eat; therefore, I strictly

discipline my children.”

In Chinese:

"RAEENET . BRUATHNEAERTERIARNMFR. AEER -
"TRRFEBEEK?. B B, ERHR: "RETRRERAE? .
RARR FEMAREEZ  BFEBRBENKTFEIALCER, UMK

HYLEE R, 1R

Quoted statement: Mei-Li (Widowed-Tanscripts8-Page8)

“...whatever you like is okay at home but you cannot do so outside of the
family. I don’t like to hear others talking about my kids, ‘your child is cursing
and.... If I hear such comments from others, they are dead!! ... [ wouldn’t
utilize physical punishment except for very special occasions. I would make
them squat at most.”

In Chinese:
MRERREREAN , AIRAE—EFT , AARFERARERR :
TR DNEBEREER. B, 0 IRARBREBHRERRES—KT. ...
BERGA [E¥IB] BR , RTEETHRM ; RERRBHERORRT S ,
ARRD..

Quoted statement: Mei-Li (Widowed-Tanscripts8-Pagel9)

“...Don’t become misbehaved....that’s all. Well, I just ask that they could be
well-behaved and don’t let others criticize them about anything”

In Chinese:



"TESERT. G RERZEMAEEEN , FTEZBARMEMR. RIRZR
FIEERER...

Quoted statement: Mei-Li (Widowed-Tanscripts8-Page21)

“Because the absence of their father...I wouldn’t let them be discriminated
against by others, such as ‘You don’t have anything because you don’t have a
father!” For example, I have a friend who still has her husband with her and
also has three kids...but their children do not necessarily have the things that
my kids have!”

“... And I will tell them that they couldn’t say things like ‘because you don’t
have a father, you don’t have something’ ... would do my best to reduce
their chances of saying this.”

“I said that ‘I would do my best to offer you this and working very hard is
totally fine for me, but I don’t like you to do this.’ I also told them that ‘You
just do your best to show others that without having your father, you can still
perform very well!! Just do it as usual.’. .. that would be fine ...”

“Yeah! Well! ‘You just don’t having a father and you’ve done nothing wrong!
You just don’t have your father and you should not steal or rob things..."”

In Chinese:

"AAREBES/MEERIEEE. AAREFMATFRE/NEDHER . "REER
BEBW K, FEEHRE. o BE. E&. GEBRBER=@ P ZF ,
BRAREEBRE, HPMEAXEEHRE  TRENEXFENER , N2 F
FREGHEE | ERRBENZFREMAIEREERR . "RIEEE M EE
RE1 2B, RBETERIRERE,

&R "RBETERMRMER , TERELRIEBR , AIRKRTEERME
BFo. o BR : "IRARMMBMIGRIAET , REEEBHLAUMERY , AEE
DREFT. 1 EEBRHEFT. 4

T | TMRRRRZEEEME , REHN | TRREEE.. IRIREEM.
RER , BHEHEE.. .0 2

Secondly, according to these single mothers’ stories, there are many negative stereotypes or
stigma about single-parent-families in Taiwanese society. Many people’s impression of a single-
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parent-family is that of financial insecurity or having misbehaved children. Though some of the
people provide sympathy towards single-parent-families, they still label these single parents as
the population who is weak and poor. In addition, within a male-dominant or patriarchal societies
such as Taiwan, most people consider females as weak and disadvantaged compared with males
(Brandwein, Brown &Fox, 1974). Based on the narratives of some of the participants, the elder
generation or people who hold conservative attitudes usually consider women as subordinate

within a family and in society at large.
Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Page3)

“In Taiwan, I think that many people still can’t accept the single-parent-
family ... In their opinion, they would think that...”

“So, people would think of some negative stereotypes about single-parent-
family...Although, I knew some of the single-parent-families aren’t
good...there must some issues within the family ... but I don’t think that we
can consider single-parent-family equal to defective or unsound...single
parent should just be a noun not a negative word.”

In Chinese:
CRBGANSSERNETER B AYEER..

- BESRESFGIRLETHNEE K FRRANEF —LEH ITHEE
TRARY , —TEERE., TERESRTEREN. AERERE.
=EBHHMER OKMEERTHNE , RESERRR—EEH , BT
£, |

%

Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Page6)

“I always think that the education in Taiwan should broaden in openness
toward being discriminated against based on your gender ... But, I found out
that the gender issue is still very conservative in Taiwan and there are still
many people who don’t consider that women could be financially
independent... women could be outstanding and excel in their work as
well ... and if you perform better than some of men ... within some
families. .. this is not acceptable.”
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In Chinese:

"MER-EBGR , RALGESINHEEXUERBEES K EEREE
ZEEL, IREAXBRERFERIA.DEEBNESREGERRE

 MERBSFGETEREARLEERELARATUBIY, MARA
L.RRRAUARREHE , 8T RRHE  RERE—RUNRLEHHE
BERELREABERETERE.

Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Pagel7)

“...Tjust feel that in this society . .. people would think that if you grow up in
a single-parent-family . .. you would be labeled . . .”

. they said that it’s as if you are abnormal . .. that’s the way it is!! You are
unsound!! Or something else ... to tell the truth. .. take me for example, [ am
glad that now [ am not with my ex-husband anymore..."

In Chinese:
. HRbkBESRtgLFEeerEERER tH.. REERRANRE ,
A —EER, .

ARRPIMBFETEEW | MEBERT | TREW | BN, HE
33?. BRUBKE  RRESRELBSERRRERLE. ...

Quoted statement: Hui-Jan (Widowed-Transcripts4-Pagel 1)

‘...Because others did once say to us that... although your kids have no
father ... still, they shouldn’t become the black sheep of society...” (The
participant is sobbing)

In Chinese:

N EARENARBETH~NETFREECUIEERHLENEBEREW
~BE.. (B |

Quoted statement: Hui-Jan (Widowed-Transcripts4-Page20)
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“

.. ... When I just worked here, | was responsible for the children’s library;
therefore, I had more opportunities to contact with children. The children’s
library limited children between the ages of 3 to 6 needs to be accompanied
with their parent. So I often heard people say, ‘See. .. they must be a single-
parent-family . .. and he/she is the child of single-parent-family’. . . they
would say that kid is misbehaved ... when I heard that...I felt upset...
because [ am a single parent and if you teach your kids attentively ... they
should perform as well as the average . . . at least not like what others said,
that children from single-parent-families are misbehaved. .. so, what should
Isay...? I couldn’t express..."” (wiping her tears and smiling dishearteningly)

In Chinese:

T ERBEER-RABRREEREEREE , 8. . NASR/ M AREBL
B%  AZRABRMEEE - BRRREREEL , A2BERSEISE
AR TIR~BREHR WP B NER. .0 tHERBENZKRE | R
EIEEK , VERRHEE, NEgEER , RURERTRRURALVE
BN, FERXIE Okay , T ERREBEERN/NZERLTF , FIAHE. EE
#. . (BIRR).. T8#8... .(BR%)...0

Quoted statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Tanscripts2-Chinese Pagel8-English Page34)

“...and nowadays, some people would think that the minority groups or a
family like us can get a lot of benefits and subvention. Nevertheless, it
depends on how you define the situation. For examples, my sister believes
that our [Shu-Chi and her kids] lives are pretty good and we don’t have to
hand in tuition fees at the cram school. .. She would think that because we
have some benefits . .. so my children could go to cram school but in fact, my
daughter only takes one course and during other times . . . she just goes there
to study other subjects on her own. Also, | have to negotiate/communicate
with the teacher about paying the money by stages ... in private...”

In Chinese:

TARRENARSESHRBRARMESZNRE , MRS, RES
BLEEREMMAEELRHE  GRABHRTER | BEMELTH , #5..
BFEALUEHE , THERMARBH—F , HeR S EMEFEEN , A
REBRMEERMBEEERY  ERVLET....



Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Page45)

“Yeah, I thought that people in Taiwan tend to be more conservative because
they blame all the faults on women when divorced. They believe that the
divorce would be the result of women'’s faults. They wouldn’t believe that. ..
just like what I mentioned. .. if males do something wrong women could
choose not to have the relationship anymore ... so if you are a man.. .. first of
all, just be a man and take the responsibility when it’s yours!!...”

In Chinese:

"H I RESLENBLBER K EARRRBEDBRLETHE , LETE
FEER, TRARREZRIR. RERBMEN , BEFHZETUR
ER, MURSE-—EE.F—E FNEER—H. BERBEEF! .

Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Page46-47)

“...Like what I said. . . some of the dissolved marriages are unhappy but
some of these divorced women are mature and decent. .. they are probably
trying to move on, disclose the marital status and get rid of the shadow of the

divorce but they couldn’t. .. they might experience the negative impressions
from society...”

“...For example, when we fill out some forms we usually need to tell our
marital status by checking the boxes of being married, unmarried or other,
and so on. Sometimes I feel uncomfortable to be categorized in a certain
marital status unwillingly.”

In Chinese:

"RERBIEEN A -EER ETRRAR  ERLAEHRERTEN. R
AR REEHRIJUTE , BERTEH  EBERLEELHME..

T.REBRMAZEER  NRREERRICE, RE. Htt, W I1E-H
AEREREMEAEN LEEEEE—H..0 "HRBE-EEEZ2EERT.

In addition, single parents in Taiwan tend to be more subject to the traditional customs and
social climate under certain circumstances than parents within two-parent families. Single

parents provide their parenting based on these social climates and traditional customs as well.
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There are many old proverbs in Taiwanese that perfectly describe this phenomenon, some of
which were cited by these single mothers while interviewing. Mention of these proverbs imply
that the impeded social climates and customs underlying the Taiwanese culture play an important

role in influencing single mothers’ parenting directly or indirectly. They include:

“Gia Chou Bu Wai Yang” (RELF7145): “Never tell/chat with others about the inner workings

of your family, especially something embarrassing”; “Gia Chu Qu De Nu Er Jiu Xiang Po Chu

Qu De Shui” (I i £ #Y &z 5 B 4578 i £ HYK): “A daughter is just like the splashed water;

when they get married you will never be able to get the water back™; “Ching Guan Nan Duan Gia

Wu Shi” (BB # BT X #ZE): “It is hard for outsiders to judge the right and wrong of a family’s

incidents.”; “Hao Shi Bu Chu Men, Huai Shi Chuan Qian Li” (AP , BEETE):

Good things do not spread out as quickly as the bad things.”; “Gong Po Bai Di Y1, Niang Gia Bai

Di Er” (N EBIBE— |, IBRIEZHE =): “A daughter-in-law should put their parents-in-law first

instead of their own parents after marriage.”; “Gia Ji Sui Ji, Gia Gou Sui Gou” ((REEFEEE |, &

FEX): “Follow your husband or family-in-law after you married no matter what kind of job

your husband has or the circumstances of the family-in-law,” and “Zhong Nan Qing Nu” (& 5

#827): “People pay more attention to or emphasize male more than female.”

Quoted statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Tanscripts3-Page23)

“...to probe into the reason why I felt very uncomfortable mentally,
physically, and in all aspects ... First of all, there is no one to support me
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because I felt that the traditional social climate reveals an atmosphere that...
even my mom would think, that if your marriage doesn’t work out well, it is
an embarrassing thing.”

“... Therefore, the situation occurs that you never chat with others about the
inner and embarrassing things of your family ... the only thing you could do
s...to pretend everything is fine and endure what you are confronted

with . .. I felt very strange about the phenomenon...”

“...Ithought that stories like mine are common in society and this is truly
unfair to women..."

In Chinese:

FBRSERATESER?E—E , RAEBREAXER , KRARES

BLEERNHESERAR. EERBHSESEHE . "HHRIEFANRERFER
HER—H4RERESE. o . FTUREBHRBMTENEG. FTAETEER

M—{/D\Eb....J

LSENEEHRFNREER. ARREBINEESERREM , BRT2
MERBM , RRBEBHEEFE , R/MTEEER? .

. RESEEHELERA. REBYHHRLRBENRTE. .

Quoted statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Tanscripts2-Chinese Page7-English Page14)

“... Maybe it is because my parents-in-law, unlike my own parents, lived in
the generation that was usually fond of boys rather than girls; therefore, they
always showed their pity for my son more often and then she [Shu-Chi’s
elder daughter] would feel rejected.”

In Chinese:

ARERERNERHBMNPBALNEEE  BERETLEBREERL , I
DENHE  EERLRRBELREIHS , IARMERMENERER
M....

Quoted statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Tanscripts2-Chinese Pagel4-15-English Page27-28)



“Well ... when I talked about my father. .. He needs to go to the hospital to
change the substitute bag that’s connected to his reconstructed anus.. . . all
his daughters are married. He had a huge surgery at that time and the cut
from the operation is large ... I told my father that he could live with us for
we have an elevator in our apartment. The apartment of my parents is a
three-floor old-fashioned building. Considering his surgery, I am afraid that

he will be inconvenient to “Ki Ki Lo Lo” (£}#27& %) [climb the stairs up and

down] if he needs to go to the hospital to change the substitute bag that
connected to his reconstructed anus. Also, my mom doesn’t know how to
change his bag, and it would be hard for me to take care of my two children
and go back and forth between my parents’ apartment, my apartment and
the hospital at the same time; so [ asked him to live with us. In the beginning,
it was really difficult for me to negotiate/communicate with the elderly about
this issue, and it took me a long time. Even if you have already moved out and
are not living with your parents-in-law anymore, he [my father] would still
consider that it would be inconvenient for me, because that I still have my
parents-in-law. But I told him it wouldn’t influence me. Anyway, my parents-
in-law never visit us so it would be okay ... you can just live here! At first, he
was not used to it and felt awkward but finally . .. he lives with us and cooks
for us.”

In Chinese:

LHEFERMAAIENERRT  BRURREZD , RFFAE+—,
E+Z7 , BBBHEETERT  KRZ8EE T, BRERNIRA, B0
RR, BEORKEMERF LR , RRREERMURRERE , RARAE
B, BREEALE=8 , BTHEREREEHE) MRKTNFEZSEM
MEOBETSE BRERBRFREFS , REMEPHRERRER
2, BREMMARERET , BEREARBILZARTEBES A , BIER
BEAEEMBEERRFELE , FIAMRATHE  BRTEH | RER
NERHKB , BRTER | RRVEEEZ , MIRGEE - RRNRRLEEE
BIE , EIRR.. RERMEFERMCHE T, o LBRE— , BREED)

Quoted statement: Hui-Jan (Widowed-Transcripts4-Page24)

“Because we live near the mountains . .. and if something happened to you
and others know ... it would be awful when others spread the news...”



“Yes!! The news spread very fast. .. So I think that [ have to govern and
educate my children well to let others know that my kids are well-behaved!!
In case someone heard something and spread the bad/embarrassing news!!”

In Chinese:

"TRARMBE.. EREBLE  RARMFURE—EEEZARRESR , A
REHEENREE. .. (FETHM, FSETE)

THEF ! FERRARGERR | MUERRR N ZECEHISERY ,
EMIFNBARE , TERBAREITHN...0

The Impact of Social Resources and Financial Status on Single Mothers’ Parenting

and their Interactions with Children in Taiwan

In spite of the fact that single mothers are subject to the traditional customs and social
climate, including the negative labeling and stigmatized impressions of Taiwanese society, some
of these single mothers also point out that they lack information on social resources at times,
such as related laws, social subventions or child support that is available from the social welfare
system. Some of them were having difficulties receiving social support and resources as well as
financial support. Many of them have to fumble about in handling the resources to support
themselves at first, and then become more experienced afterwards. The major difficulties for
these single mothers are in balancing the financial needs of the family or between families (the

parents’ family, family-in-laws, and the single mother and her children).

Social resources and financial status have therefore become emergent themes which
influence Taiwanese single mothers’ parenting and their interactions with children as well. In
this study, social resources available to single-parent families could include support or resources

from extended families, colleagues, friends, school systems, and social welfare systems. As for
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lacking information about social resources among single mothers in Taiwan, some of my
participants mentioned that some legal issues and ambiguous or limited circumstances would

stop them from applying for these social resources, especially the subvention.

Quoted statement: Ah-Juan (Divorced-Transcripts7-Pagel)

“When my children are little, to tell the truth. .. because my eldest daughter
is in her third year at elementary school now ... and she went to school
since she was very little and no one told me that from that time we were
qualified to apply for the subvention from the government. .. for example,
when your kids are studying at kindergarten ... you may receive an amount
of money per month ... and no one had told us!!”

(*) Note: The meaning of the word “School” here is similar to the “daycare center” in the United States;

however, daycare centers in Taiwan usually offer curriculum for toddlers to gain certain skills and knowledge
as preparation for entering kindergartens and elementary schools.

“Yes! No one told us, and even if someone knew ... they didn’t tell us.
Gradually, we came to know and collect the information afterwards. .. And
now the government passes out the information via Television ... and we....
[ would think, ‘Should I go?””

In Chinese:

BN FERYHEENER  HERMAGS.. BARMABRARE=F
AR | R LIEERE ERT | AR WIRE ARRFIZRBAT A LA BY TE
REGHE—BATUEYZL , B AREME. o

"H 1 RBERMRREARREME L MENARBEARRERME. BRERE
BN, BERRURRFERREER LBENE , RERMAHR... RACS

.. BERERR: "RERETR...0 ...

Quoted statement: Ah-Juan (Divorced-Transcripts7-Page3)

“Actually, now when I apply for the social subvention... The subvention is
only offered to the children, not the adults . .. and I could only apply for the
lower amount of the subvention ... Because... my children are still under
the custody of their father...”
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“...Yousee...because both of my two kids are having their father’s last
name and [ didn’t change the identification descriptions of my kids on their
ID card ... which means that their father and I share custody; however, their
father didn’t offer any help or support...”

“...No financial support... and he didn’t help to raise the kids as well ... Not
atall ... Well, at the beginning, I didn’t change their last name to mine
because [ don’t want others to judge them because they utilized their
mother’s last name instead of using the father’s...but...in the end, [ didn’t
know that it would become that complicated . .. ‘whatever you want to apply
for? ‘You couldn’t!’...”

In Chinese:

"HERREERFLSMEE , RREFFPEAL , RERRPEF A
il BAANRE , BANETFHEBERRE.....

CLY, REERSRE.. . RARWEW | BMENET  RERRE2LE
FEENEY. LHAEENETF  RERRMAMELEBRERME K HEE
REEEBRREBE.

RAEERMEERER, WRBEENET , EHRE, . HEREVN
BEREE  BTHNERRBBEEREN , "BREERFMNEL . "W | IR
AU, HEREVHNRERREEN. .

CBERBIEFUUREERHERT. A ERURRMARE—E
I 4\5‘2%!3’9%%... T RRBEE , IRIRIRIBE — R, 1 .

Quoted statement: Chu-Kuo (Widowed-Transcripts6-Page12-13)

“...No...we barely maintain contact with the family-in-law. The only person
we still keep in touch with is my husband’s grandma....”

“...well...what should I say... the relationship lasts as long as the person
still exists ... nevertheless, as soon as the person is dead . . . the relationship
no longer exists). . . everything they’'ve promised is not true. . . at that

time ... I already learned to give up ... I have asked nothing from the family-
in-law.”

(*) AEBTE , AFEEBEERHE T — it is speaking in Chinese



“At the time when we were in the hospital and my husband was about to
breathe his last . .. they have promised to my husband to take good care of
my kids and me ... After my husband died, I still had to depend on myself!
When I decided to move back to my parents’ house, I told myself that I have
to be strong and stand up by myself!! I have to deal with everything on my
own and not hope to depend on someone else.”

In Chinese:

"RERE , RBMAMBESETHRE T , RG0ME , RERLEMMAE, |

T RAHSBHNEERE ? AEENKRE , AERBE , ATEREERR
B, BEEHZWmANM | FRAABEHREREBR T |, FAREN A, |

EBRNER  BERNER  EERHBTEFTERW  REERM
¥, 8z, gRERM , IRFIA-—ENHR , EREREECW , &
REEMBBEREMEAR , W, BRERWEE , RREH B SR,
R  EEEMECEN , BCFW , FERIAER T,

The unstable financial status of single-mother-families is always a tough obstacle to
overcome. These single mothers are often busy balancing their families’ financial needs,
including living expenses, children’s tuition, mortgages or debts, and financial support for the
elderly or siblings either from their original family or family-in-law. Except for the financial
issues that these single mothers confront, they also need to deal with related problems, such as
limited working hours due to children’s routine, or the lack of intimacy or interactions with
children. These single mothers usually have to make their choices from the dilemma of making
more money but having less time, to spend with children, or having limited work hours to match
the children’s daily routine yet making less money to support the family. Insufficient time with
their children may result in reducing needed interactions that can lead to delays in changing their

children’s habits, daily routine, and school life. Although every single mother is trying her best
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to maintain an intimate relationship with their children, the working schedule and exhaustion
from their jobs usually consumes their energies for hanging out with children. In addition, many
of them have to manage these demanding issues while lacking suitable social resources and
supports. Hence, the living situation for these single mothers is usually difficult, which in turn
influences their parenting adjustment to adversities they need to confront. Mostly, children
growing up in the single-parent-families tend to be more independent and more mature than

those who grow up in the two-parent families.

(Financial Difficulties)

Quoted Statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Transcripts2-EnPagel-ChPagel6-17)

“I felt even more terrible when I had no job. When you think of the idea
that...it’s fine if [ don’t have money to eat, but my two kids need to eat. ..
they are so young, one is seven years old, and the other is two years old . . . it
is scary but I wouldn’t tell my family. At last, I found out that a woman can
take temporary setbacks! Women have their resilience.”

“But at least  had a job. At least my kids have food to eat. Assume that I have
to spend five hundred dollars (*) 1 in a day; if [ don’t go to work today, then I
have a five hundred dollar debt. So the more [ work the less my debt. ..
When I started to find jobs . .. for our situation as a single parent family, I
was concerned about the kids’ age, our personal educational background,
and my [older] age when I was looking for a job. It’s hard to find a job and I
was worried. Therefore, we did everything we could do and we cherish every
chance for jobs. .. Actually, your conceited attitude makes you lose the job
and every job is an opportunity. Take me for example. [ started a job as a
short term worker . .. I get paid about twelve or fourteen thousand dollars a
month (¥) 2, and people wonder, how can we keep up our living? I said how
come we couldn’t?.... Because I had adjusted our lifestyle... Well...it
depends on your attitude, whether you complain the money is insufficient or
not. .. Probably it is because we are sensitive about our reputation/face, so
people couldn’t tell the quality of our lives. Shut the door of the house and no
one would know what you eat or use.. .. For our living, I could try to balance
the expenses but the cram school’s fee is quite expensive, especially for my
daughter in junior high school ... so I let my daughter ask the teacher if we
can pay the tuition fees in stages, for we take only one course. People would
not know our situation unless we talk about it. .. but at the end, it’s really
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difficult for us to pay all the tuition fees at one time; so I tried to
adjust/change our thinking; we are not stealing or robbing money from
others!! In order to show our difficulties and hoping to pay the tuition fees in
stages, I tried to tell the teacher about our embarrassing condition . ..”

(*) 1--500 TWD is approximately equal to 15 USD

(*) 2--12000~14000TWD is approximately equal to 364 ~424 USD

In Chinese:

TR TEMEHR X B2 |, RINRERBMRRL LI, B—EARIZE
E2  BREMENBERER , @fE0m , —@EmE. —EtaFamh , &
HAGRARE  BRRERAZEEN , BIEEMH ! ...

FLEDBETFEZRETH , BRE-—XERRILARL , SKERLURRE
BHEERL , RELMTERRSLBNEESDO . .. , I BA A B B
& BEMABFEGERTHE  GRAERKEEARE , EXRITHFDBE
X, BAHEEERSIBER , AFEBRXTSRENEFLE , THEK,
RERMAE , 7 BEETHERMADBY  ARSEREN.. HESERHRER
g, BERREZRMERT , RRESTRABM. ... AR IBRHR R E—1E
AXBIR—EBoER-BUEALA , ARRERERIELE ? RRWREH
EEE  RARKBESR.. BFHATHA  BATRLBEEE FENE
ARBEFHRM | FEEMBRERICFICERNE  RiFRARHMEADE.. B
BEHEERAEE  HEMRRRLAEE , BARGENY , EREENE
FFARMAA TS H 2 EEAERELSHANE ? RMBRARIRIVE |
BEMRARFE , RFARERE  ERARERERUWETFERER B
AERFR  (RUTTURERR ...

Quoted Statement: Ah-Ling (Divorced-Transcripts1-EnPage 42, 51-ChPage 32, 39)

“When I got up the next morning, [ would speak to myself that... maybe it’s
just that [ have to go borrow some funds from my elder sister. Because I sold
all my jewelries and gold accessories I had before... because the price of the
gold was rising up at the time and I could sell the gold for more money ... but
[ pretty much had sold them all ... . because I am too embarrassed to borrow



money from others during that time, but when I really can’t afford our
expenses ... when we moved out of the former house ... I had to pay the cash
pledge for renting an apartment ..."

“And just like this, instead, I had a huge amount of debt... around one
million dollars (Twp) (*)!!... To tell the truth, I am not paying. .. I have no
money to pay back...how could I pay it back? I have problem with living a
life ... Yeah! When the bank urges me to do so, I tell them that I can’t! I
already have problems raising my daughter and make a living! Where would
[ have the money to pay?” ‘You have to deal with it! Or you can borrow the
money,’ they said. [ answered them, ‘If | borrow the money, I would use it for
my living expenses ... would pay for the rent. .. there is no way for me to
have extra money to pay you back! I am not out of my mind!!"" What would I
do, right?”

(*) One million TWD is approximately to 30,303 USD

In Chinese:

"RRRLERER K AEBEREBAALFAOE—T. BARZIMNZE
BERA , E2BNEFEBETT , Bl FRER | IUESLERS
HF | MRETSREGETSZET TH | RAMHRXAFEERARE
0, RIENE-XREFHREHRR , pEETERE. EFHENRME.. L

TRERTT  RMIET—KREE , KT —BZEBEHN! .. HEREHE
MERE  BREE , REEE? RAEEEHRB[ET, ... ¥ 1
IRITEMNGE , BEHR . THRRWEW | RELETFLERZAHREBEET ,
EMAEE, HAY TREBPEMIBREE, o BR: "REGRER
ol , BRABEHE , REBRERYRHER L BRH?

(Limited working hours/Insufficient time to interact with children)

Quoted Statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Transcripts2-EnPage29-ChPagel5)

“I always worried about my kids at work when they were still young. Even
though they were very well-behaved, as a mother, I would never let go of the
worries and anxieties. Therefore, the biggest support for me.... for a single
mother, is her family and friends. Because there is no one to take care of us
and being alone outside makes me feel uneasy/unsteady. When you feel



uneasy /unsteady, you are not able to do a good job on your work. It’s
impossible!”

“Well ... I believe that my opinions are what an average people would also
consider. I think it is all about ‘time’ when it comes to single parents. Because
sometimes when you are at work. .. well ... It's lucky for me to work here
because the schedule is more stable...”

In Chinese:

FAERHMEMEE RN EEZTEREREL K BEELHBAL LM | BEETE
BISHHARL , MABRREFRHFRMEANIREEZRZERRERA. E
RIRREAEERERE , —BAEAEERRTR , FTLRNHMEEIELR
S B ?

LREARES—HREUEERER/E , ERLUERELE | RARK
ZEH , GRERBAMLBFEREEE L, BREBLEREE....

Quoted Statement: Ah-Ling (Widowed-Transcriptl-EnPage 36-38-ChPage 27-29)

“...Yeah! Before, like where I work, the working schedule of O-TEN (*) 1 was
not working because [ had to work at 6:00 am in the morning. .. The work
over there is 24 hours a day! And staffs in your age group usually want to
work from 8:00 in the morning; no one wants to work from 6:00 in the
morning. So they would ask people like us to work from the 6:00. I told them,
‘But I have kid!" ‘There is nothing we can do, and you have to work from 6:00.’
He would not ask you to quit, and he would not give you the work shift from
8 in the morning either; they would just wait for you to quit the job! Just like
this! I told them, ‘I really can’t do this, and I still have my kid with me at 6:00.’
At the time, I was still living where we used to live and it’s impossible for me
to take her to where I worked at 6:00 ... and my kid had to get up at 5:00!?
It's impossible!! So I decided to quit the job ... well I still would try to fit it
into [my daughter’s] time schedule! Yeah ... to tell the truth... this time is
because your mother’s help (*)2...1 met my Gui Ren (& A), someone really

nice who gave me timely help (*) 3.”

(*) 1---O-TEN is a bakery in Keelung, Taiwan.

(*) 2--- The participant was talking to my friend who helped me find the participants in Keelung,
and she is also the observer for the interviews at Keelung.

(*) 3--- In Chinese Gui Ren/& A is close in meaning to significant others at

the turning point in your life.



In Chinese:

CUHW ) R ZARO-TENIRERT , REAA/ME LB, ... {7
=T INEERE | T B ARG IRMIERABELN\ARERE , S¥2E
AEL , RRERMERE. WHRHEAR. BR: TARRENEW 1 4 T
EH ! MREAR, o tHEFWRE |, REYREER LR B S BB | S8R
FH L ERER : TEMNREHE LI, AEREN/PIEF...0 BEERERAE
FEEBER | BT ATERENEER , MAASHENG , BIOPEXERT2EHR
ERRT ?TUENEN | ERERBETEMHT , EREEHRREER
BRM RN | HW ERREEN , RENSERBBAEL , REBIFA.
WHEA. o

LY RAR. BNR.. AW | GRIBRBEFBEER | R\, E
RAMWE LW | F—KARTY. AARERER: "HEEV ? RREE
RETE . L BFEAR, BERBARNK , BAH ? RSREZEPEF
EEBEAGR , REFAHFEERW | RATEME—FF. .. BERERS
ERERA.. . EDALERN, |

Quoted Statement: Ah-Juan (Widowed-Transcript7-Page4-5, 9, 11)

“...when my children were still little . .. when they hadn’t yet gone to
elementary school ... when the younger one still couldn’t walk ... my father
helped me take care of them. Because at the time, my father was still healthy,
and haven’t had a stroke. So he took care of my children for me at the time
and he would pick up my elder daughter when she finished school. I go to
work at 8:00 in the morning and come home late at 2:00 in the morning. I go
out when my daughters are still sleeping and I come home when they are
also already in bed. Well.... . to tell the truth, people said of us that we are
poor...because ‘every time I saw my mom, she is sleeping..."... Yeah,
‘Every time I see my mom, she is always sleeping.’ What should we do?
Except, sometime, when you take a day off, you would not want to go out
because you are exhausted!!”

“...well...it's okay...butactually, in Taiwanese ... we have an old saying:
‘Hua He Zuo, Gan Wan Shiu’ (*)... when you apply the saying ... you would
not feel tired!! And you shouldn’t think that you work for the money, you
have to make yourself believe that you work because you like the job, so you



wouldn’t feel tired and exhausted when you go to work. I only rest during the
Chinese New Year, and I don’t rest throughout the year!”

(*)Hua He Zuo, Gan Wan Shiu (B{E# , HEES) ---
In Taiwanese this means that when you decide to do something, you should consider that it is what you

like/want to do; therefore, what kind of consequences come along with it are what you would be willing to
accept.

In Chinese:

TLRARZANEFERB/N . EREHEBEPHRER  PETE
ERR, REEEHET. ARRPRHEREETERIATE. HBERESHEF , A
BREALZABRESEEL TR RELNAKEM, B EMEEP, RHM
MHERZREEER K REMRZZAEREES, | HERGATBHER
=R, TEEREIREGE  REERENEER, o HE! TEEX
BRRGBE  BEFHREER,  EEMME , RER | RT.. . HEAK
RUEBRBRT  RERRA, REFBHE , BRBEKTF , ...

LORESW | BAUEEN  AFERN THREM. HEZ. . BT
BE¥Ew | MASBTEBBRATREMEIHE  REATHRERERT
BETHE , BRTEEERXEBETIHRT, XEBEEIHRT, BRRBEREN ,
BReF8K, RTBFNRR. . RER. ARRBEATEGR , BER—.
WAENE, W, =R/NFEWERE. |

Based on the emergent themes listed above, I found that social resources, financial
status, and former marital experiences are all extrovert factors in influencing these single
mothers’ parenting. Their emotional management/coping strategies/problem-solving
behaviors and proverbs (called “self-talk” in this study) are introvert factors in

influencing these single mothers’ parenting.

How Emotional Management/ Coping Strategies/Problem-Solving Ability Influences

Single Mothers’ Parenting



The single mothers in this study often need to adjust themselves and their lifestyle
after the absence of their husband either due to death or divorce. They have to take care
of their kids and balancing their psychological condition at the same time. In addition,
even if these single mothers already tried to adjust to what they have been through, they
still need to figure out solutions to all kinds of situations in their daily life, such as poor
financial status, tight and limited working schedule, and lack of social resources without
their partners. They usually need to create their own coping strategies and strengthen
their resilience and their problem-solving abilities while trying to maintain their
emotional steadiness. I found incredible resilience coming from these single mothers

while listening to their stories.

(Emotional Management, Coping Strategies, and Problem Solving Ability)

Quoted Statement: Chu-Kuo (Widowed-Transcripts6-Page8-10)

“How should I say . .. Compared with one person to share the childcare and
family duties ... now it appears that all the strains and pressures are on
you... the feelings of this kind of situation ...How do I describe it ...?
Sometimes, when I think of this.. .. I really want to wail out loud . . . Because if
my husband was still by my side . .. at least wherever we went. .. he was by
our side. .. but things are different now ... although kids are never
mentioned ... however, it never can be a two-parent family again . . . there
must be some differences...”

“When he just passed away ... we lived in Chun-Ho and we . .. my mom asked
us if we would like to move to Taipei ... I have to take care of two children
on my own and would be very tired ... so she told me to move back. Well,
frankly . .. they helped me a lot when I moved back! At that time, I felt
myself...I had serious depressed symptoms for a while. .. Ijust couldn’t let
go .. .then my younger sister would try to take me out... but I didn’t want to
go out... most of the time... I just stayed at home ... didn't want to go out
and felt upset. Until I started to go to work and then met a lot of colleagues...
[ started to let go and move on ... I thought that. .. It was wrong to let myself
live a painful and depressed life. ‘Kui Le Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku Shi Yi Ten.” (*) I
slowly adjust myself to an optimistic attitude ... just let go and move on!



After all, everyone eventually will end up dying ... if I followed my
husband . .. what about my children?

The researcher then asked her about the parental role exchange experience:

“Well, would you have difficulties when playing both father and mother roles?
And would you have problems while exchanging the parental roles? Like

what you said, that after your husband’s death, your parenting tended to
become stricter because you considered that you are parenting alone... do
what your husband responsible for as a father. .. you have to cover his part
aswell...”

The response to the interviewer/researcher:

“Yeah, that’s right! I became stricter than before.... [ became stricter to my
children... Hmmm...you mean parental roles’ exchange? Well . .. how
should I describe it. .. [ would think that. .. I need to be stronger in order to
raise them and take care of them until they grow up ... and I couldn’t have
ignorant or neglected parenting with my children...ifIdid...once I didn’t
pay more attention to my children. .. well... the children’s education issue
might be difficult for me.... but at the time.. .. all  could think of is that if  am
not doing well in parenting . .. my children already lost their father. .. they
would be very pitiable. .. they already had no father... I couldn’t neglect the
parenting ... that was not right!! That’s what I thought at that time!”

(*)Kui Le Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku Shi Yi Ten (fRER2—XK , &R — X) --- In Chinese this sentences means

that it is one's choice to have a happy day or a miserable day, depending on what attitude one has.

In Chinese:

F.EER L—EAD#E BREBC—EAFRARMENGEHEWE, BHR
HEPEACHE LW  BERZ , EER , ARRE-BHLRERER , H
RIFMRREBLENHRE  EOHEBEWBEAEW , BHAH 2 WRE
T—FKl , MEAFRERE  LBREBEZTENRE , SLEREHE. |

") R 4t Y B AR BFR R A R AE P A | ARER B T AREHR I | FR AP
M. REBRERTEREEAL  B—EAETHENKERE , AT
RURRE R  HEREORRERBFHELMACENEBRRSW | BER
BT, Rk . REECREN K TE - MHETEBECEN , X
BIWEEHRRE T  RARBRHKKEE , RIRABBESHREE , BEIR
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BAR, W FAHE , REBHZREBREREEARE T , FEHMARY
, BERE, BERRKLMURHMEARSEASW , RRIESEHMEFT |
BRBEEERE , —EERBHTRIE , MREBEBE-RW , BEHER
3 —KW , Bi2I81888  —EXFERCHBELER | RREE -2,
W Bk, REAESEAREEEREW , BIY  SFEFREE
BNPNEFAREAR , BORRBMBRRERENE , MEAFHRFRE
REEVREREZTF  RERFMMARK , BUMAMIIBERIIBERN , &

MYRUERIERM | 4

And then the researcher asked her about the parental role exchange experience.

"MERFEILESEACELNEE ? GRERIBER X X BItE
BEFEERE K RABBRITRAEENEH K SESSBUNEMNE
BIREIEECERM, 1 ----from the interviewer/researcher

gl gl g IREREREERAN  ENEBA-HERT. ... BIRE
REER. EER 6 TRREBBNREFMARK , ARTREHRRE , MR
i 63 —EE&Z% , BAREERHE TR TS BRE | RERRHR
ERIER , MRBRABNFEFARTE , ELRFEE , RERHGMARN
E, BRI ATRERY | MEHRERHIEERER,

Self-Talk Proverbs as the Major Personal Belief System of Single Mothers, and their

Influence on their Attitudes, Beliefs, Values and Behaviors of Parenting

When it comes to introvert factors of influencing these single mothers’ parenting, I would
like to further extend the discussion to other emergent themes; such as how these single mothers’
self-talk and self-awareness efforts via proverbs to help them deal with the difficulties in their
lives, what kind of experiences or interactions with the parents, siblings and family in-laws could

cause such an impact on their parenting beliefs, attitudes, values and behaviors.
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The following sentences are the self-talk proverbs these single mothers have mentioned

while interviewing, with notes on who said them. Some of them were speaking in Taiwanese and

some were speaking in Chinese. These proverbs and words of wisdom helped these single

mothers to adjust, to cheer themselves up, and to confront all kinds of problems and difficulties

in their everyday life. Some of these proverbs are the quick quip/traditional words of wisdom

based on Taiwanese cultural climates and customs, and others are the respondent self-talk of

these single mothers.

Taiwanese cultural proverbs/self-talk:

Kui Le Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku Shi Yi Ten (847 — K | Ji &% —K): It is one’s choice

to have a happy day or a miserable day, depending on what attitude does one holds (used
by every single mother in the study);

Zhi Zu Xi Fu Gan En (12 [5£88&): Everyone should be grateful for what they have
and be content.
(every single mother in the study)

Hua He Tzo, Gan Wan Shiu (k= , H#E~) (Taiwanese): When you decide to do

something, you should hold a positive attitude and joyful mood rather than whining and
complaining all the time.
(Shu-Chi, Mei-Li, Ah-Juan, Chu-Kuo, Hsiao-Jin, Ah-Ling, and Ting-Ting)

Single mothers’ responding self-talk/proverbs:

As long as my children and I live a happy life, I don’t care what others’ say.
(used by every single mother in the study)

Take whatever chance/any job I could take/do in order to make a living.
(Shu-Chi, Ah-Ling, Hui-Jan, Chu-Kuo, Mei-Li, and Ah-Juan)
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e Have faith in yourself (self-assurance/self-affirmation)
(Ting-Ting, Ah-Juan, Shu-Chi, Chu-Kuo, and Hsiao-Jin)

e Don’t label yourself base on the social climates
(Ting-Ting, Ah-Juan, Shu-Chi, Chu-Kuo, and Hsiao-Jin)

e People do not show their sympathy all the time, so you have to stand up by yours
(every single mother in the study)

e Men are useless, so you have to count on yourself.
(used by every single mother in the study)

I realize that these self-talk proverbs are actually these single mothers’ personal belief
systems, mottos that help sustain and psychologically enable them to strengthen their will and
courage to cope with the adversities and stressors in their lives. And single mothers’ self-talk not
only influences their personal belief systems and values, but also has impacts on their parenting
behaviors, their attitudes toward their children. Based on their frequent usage during the
interviews, and the way they provided comfort and wisdom during difficult times, I conclude that

single mother’s use of these proverbs influences their parenting style as well.

Aside from the impact on parenting practices from single mothers’ use of self-talk, the
interaction with children and their personalities and behavioral/academic performance are later
factors in influencing these single mothers’ parenting. (Continually modified parenting after
former experience/getting with along with their children). Furthermore, most of the single

mothers in Taiwan focus a lot on their children’s public behavior and academic performance.

Children’s Personalities and Single Mothers’ Parenting Mutual Influence

Children who grow up in the single-parent families tend to be more independent and

mature than children who grow up in two-parent families. Almost every single mother mentioned
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that their children are very mature, considerate, and independent, and these mothers also have the
tendency to train and teach their children to become more independent and mature due to their
family conditions. They would also modify their parenting behavior/attitudes/belief/values due
to their children’s personalities and their families’ specific conditions. Single mothers would like
to educate their children to have the ability to confront different kinds of situations while they are
absent due to working or other difficulties. Therefore, I believe that children’s personalities and

single mothers’ parenting behavior/attitude/beliefs/values influence each other.

(Children tend to be more independent and mature)

Quoted Statement: Ah-Juan (Widowed-Transcript7-Page 9)

“...She isin her third grade in elementary school ... and sometimes when
they finish school, [ don’t have to ... To tell the truth, the elder one would
take the younger one home. My children are very independent!!”

In Chinese:

TLBNZFR, FUERA. ARBRTREREETA. BEIEEN , £
REFPMAENEE, . HY  RAPMKTFREL. #REM, o

Quoted Statement: Mei-Li (Widowed-Transcripts8-Page9)

“...well, it’s different!! My children are forced ... my three children are
forced to grow up!”

In Chinese:

"FT-HBNE-REFREREN.. B=EAIEKEREMERK, |

Quoted Statement: Ting-Ting (Divorced-Transcript3-PageS8)

“For me, I felt that children in the single-parent-families tend to be more
mature, and when he was born... his father...well...Idon’t know.... And
then when you asked about the kids, he is precocious because when he was
born, he saw us argued and fighting . .. Yeah! And sometime, when my ex-
husband abused me ... when he was just two or three years old ... even
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when ... I felt that he was very precocious and he would say to his father,
‘You can’t abuse mother!! You couldn’t hit mother!!" Just like this, he already
was being very mature...so...”

In Chinese:

"REGHEER LEANRERE A FHLERER , MAG-—HERESW
MK, RESRERRITER. . BIHE... RAREFR P& T LERER
AE, ELEEBRR  TUARARNER, —HERBRRMAESEY  H 1A
BRESMHRREERIENE B | ARBIW, —BZHNHR , BEER..&
BEMARER  SER . RTUUREEE , (RAATLHTER. 1 E&T,
BEBMEERERA. AAEIEM....

Quoted Statement: Chu-Kuo (Widowed-Transcripts6-Page10)

“I didn’t aware of it but all of my colleagues and friends who have seen my
children felt that they are very mature. I didn’t felt like that because I just
taught them as usual....”

In Chinese:

'ZECRRERE K TREEEHNES K REBRN/DZMFEBRIES
HPBEEEN K RESHMRER , RECEKGRREESH , HARKE
=—BRERHM ! ..

Quoted Statement: Shu-Chi (Widowed-Transcripts2-EnPagel1-ChPagel)

“...So I trained my children to become more independent. And then I hope
our children can study by themselves and use any possible sources at school
because a single-parent-family usually is financially challenged. So we may
not afford them too much. Then we’ll let nature take its course, depend on
their personalities ... Right! If they can be independent, it will be easier for
me to make a living. Otherwise [ would worry about them all the time during
my work..."

In Chinese:

FAURARIRNEZTFERBEY —H. RREBBFETRE , RAER
L ARREEBEEDI S ARLEREZY , FE MR EERSENRAC
R, EAER, ARBIPROEEEERE , IBEER, . 8| tEFM
BYEMSEEERFW | WARDARMRFTHABILNE , MREEIELR

gBBREAL...
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Quoted Statement: Ah-Ling (Divorced-Transcripts1-EnPage#-ChPage2, 19)

“Yeah...Yeah...Yeah...She will...she may... other people say that she is
mature and she would know that... thisis... for example, she would like to
buy things and she would think that you don’t’ have to buy it for her until one
day you make a fortune ... For example, sometimes she wants to buy things
but she would say, ‘We seem to have this thing at our home so don’t buy it!’
She is really considerate.”

“...Afterward I thought that. .. actually. .. although my daughter is six or
seven years old, she is really very independent. .. she is pretty ... she would
not let you worry about anything. .. if she wanted to drink a glass of water...
even if the bottle is full, she could pull the water by herself. She also knew
when you are not in a good mood. But I discovered afterward that. .. looking
ather...One time... it seem that she spilled water all over the floor or
something . .. She spilled everything all over the place ... and smashed on
feet... Originally I was pissed off and about to angry at her but I think that. ..
well ... I could not describe the feelings...”

In Chinese:

THEH | U REAS. ARREREAL | b S HNERMLERR.. B
MRpBERA , wEERTEEHFT , SHRRENKR, RRZE, B2
BNRREMBE, ¥, pEEkT. BORMEREERE , "RMAX
FHEETH ! FTEEHT, o thEEREOHW !

TEBRREAR. HERLRHHAR A, tEME , tENEEB UM,
WEE. AEEMTEEHEME  wECEBRK , kBERttthBIER
ol hHERMMERF. RRERMECER , BHBERT. F&A
—RMIEKFR TERMER | A BEREGRFET. SMIABHR , K
RABEERT , RER. RUFTEE , /KTER-XRBEED.. o

(Emphasis on children’s academic performance)

Quoted Statement: Shu-Chi (Transcripts2-EnPage16-20—ChPage9-10)

“At this moment, I've asked her about which school she wants to enter when
she’s a senior high school student. She answered me, “senior high ... don’t
know what I am going to do when I grow up.” I told her that ‘whatever you
would like to do in the future ... many people don’t necessarily have their
work related to what they majored in college. You should at least go to
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college; if possible, you want to study at higher levels, then we’ll talk.” By that
time ... probably...well...whatis your major? (*) 1 For example, the boy
who is the first person that served in the military service here... he
graduated from the Department of Psychology in National Chengchi
University () 2. She knew the boy. The elder brother (*) 3 studied in
psychology and now he works for Yang Ming Marine Transport Corporation
(*) 4. [ told her that his work is different from what he learned in college as
well. So I told her that ‘No matter what kind of major or work you will have,
English is the basics and the foundation of all.” That is what she should have,
and if some professional knowledge or skills are insufficient, she could learn
them later on; however, at least, you have the foundation already. So that is
how and what I told her. Therefore, my parenting is pretty casual and easy ...”

“I've asked her. She is going to be a junior threes student. I said to her that
‘You are already becoming junior three, and you should at least know which
senior high you would like to go to! Because each high school has its
requirements for entering, and you need to set up your goal first and then
you would have the motivation to make the efforts on it!! Senior high school
comes first and then finishing college. Although you don’t have to think about
entering college right now, what you should think of is . . ." she said, ‘1 don’t
know! Which high school’s uniform looks better? ‘She asked. Because she is a
girl...so [ answered, ‘The Affiliated Senior High School of National Taiwan
Normal University looks the best!!” She answered ‘What? They don’t have a
uniform!’ I said ‘Yes! No uniform looks the best!! You wear what you like,
that's why their uniform is the best looking.” And then she said ‘The entering
grade is too high!” I answered ‘It’s up to you! If you can enter any senior high
school in Taipei, I'll let you study in Taipei. But [ don’t think you can enter the
best five senior high schools in Taipei, so it would be better for you to study
in the National Keelung Girl’s Senior High School (*) 5." Then she said, ‘I better
go to Keelung Girl’s Senior High School.” Although I said so, I still think this
school is not as good as the former schools that I mentioned above. I am the
mother and I told her about that but in reality, I felt such a waste for paying
the entire tuitions fee to the after-school program to just study in the
Keelung Girls’ Senior High School. I didn’t tell her frankly that teachers of
cram schools/ after-school programs think so as well, and she/he thinks that
she doesn’t need to attend the program anymore because her current level is
capable for entering the school already. The former students in the Keelung
Girls’ Senior High School were talented indeed; nevertheless, students at the
school do not seem to perform as well as the former students.

So I told her that, ‘Oh! Your choice is Keelung Girls’ Senior High School? Good!
The advanced class of Keelung Girls’ Senior High School seems great but if
you can enter the schools in Taipei City ...” Well... My personal opinion is
that Taipei City is a different place for me.... so I think that if you want to go
to college, it’s better to study at the public schools in Taipei City (*) 6 From my
points of view, I feel that if she can go to Taipei’s public senior high schools,
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she would have more opportunities to go to the public universities. Of course,
[ am not saying that it is impossible if study in Keelung Girl’s Senior High
School, but only the top two classes get this chance.... so this is the
selfishness of a mother who wishes her daughter the best...”

(*) 1--- Interviewer is asking interviewee

(*) 2--- It is one of the prestigious national universities in Taiwan. The university is famous for its
institutes/studies in sociological and linguistics fields. After taking entrance examination exams, senior high
school students all decide their first choice for university and hope to enter this university when interested in
certain fields. In addition, unlike rankings in the U.S., most of the national/public universities/colleges have
higher rankings in Taiwan.

(*) 3 --- In Taiwan, we usually refer to an elder sibling as brother/sister to show the closeness or simply just a
title, where they do not necessarily have to be the sibling.

(*) 4 --- A worldwide company in Taiwan whose employees receive good pay which proves that their
working ability is excellent.

(*) 5 --- The top ranking of (girl’s) senior high schools in Keelung City

(*) 6 --- Using the same rules of counting the ranking of college/university in Taiwan. Without some
exceptions, public senior high schools usually have higher rankings than private senior high schools.

In Chinese:

"RARERER  BEERANR . "REFESWE?. iR TEPE

BREXTHERRAZMEETE? . BRBMER . "TTEREMERE
T, BEABLEBNNRTRGH EHNRNRRRER , REVEFTER
By, BERBHIAE  MRRELEBFLENRBRBE , RIKRETE
FREERNEEE. EBERKE. o GRAEENANE-BEREBAVER ,
RERX SRS  FEFTFHBEOEN , REREGHBELE  ©F
—EEERME  ERFT—K  REHREEREERNEAEET , RRMFEE
AWE , MV BERTERRER  TEMRBEENRB—K , Z5HE
MEBETFR K  FLEEXRNRERTE , WEZ2EMEN | HMUNEF
REA , RUERN S ABRME , MUARNAETLSARRRE. ...

"RARN. RAREEABE=T , BR : "RHBEKEAR=T , RED
BEHEMRNSTEB—BEM | RAHRE—EFERN  RIBEERTEEEN
SEPURBREKREN  BRRETHEIARE | FREERD.. o RRK
THE , FH—ES2RHREBESR ? RALER , RRMAMFRES
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WEREAE ? BILEFFR , RFHE | REZHRSZZESM | (REERZE
BRFEE, twRMARPIBAST , KRBER , BRFERSILEEE
EZHREEREEALE , SRR ABNEEASHRESRE , RERSEBE LT
MEFT , tRIRFRERER  BRSERLPRET , BRUERER  E=RE
#, IRELCEREH , BERZPRERGIREE , RRZEtEMSE , B
AURNEEREZDENTE  MREHFEREE—MEEZ  RAATEHENT ,
BRRERESERLZY  EMBNEMER , BETTRE , RENEER
ARET | FARBEMRBREE LR ? R | EELZPEIREBREY
B, MEREW | RFW | RERMUOREER/INGE , BASILEEREA

BELRT—% , RNIREEXRE SRS —HLUMN , BREKRE
KEBS THERKREACHRE , BREEBSER KL ERIRURAEE
SFRELNGE  RAMHNEASILTREBRMEES & , EBZPFRRE
WEHREMNEHAAS—, MEME , RENFGERER , FTUSHNRAC
Ba....

Quoted Statement: Hui-Jan (Transcripts4-Pagel, 12, 21-23)

“Important? Because [ didn’t have a high education level, I hope my children
study higher if they can! I think that the education level is very important as
well...”

“Because I used to work in the children’s day care center/cram school, I was
able to teach my children when they were at elementary school ... but now
they are all studying in junior high schools and senior high schools... the
level is too difficult for me to teach them ... so after they studying in junior
high school, I send them to go to cram schools for academic help, and the
tuition fees are quite expensive.. . there are three of them and each of them
needs to go to the cram school...”

“Yes! I used to ask for higher scores when they take tests. I like them to
receive 100points for each test; however, the exams from junior and senior
high schools became more difficult. .. so they were unable to receive great
grades every time . .. And I had to adjust my attitude, lower my standard ... I
only ask that their grades are above 60points. If they can’t understand the
questions or homework, they could ask teachers or their classmates. I didn’t
set up the standard as high before now.”

“Well, at the time my eldest child didn’t like to study and when he studied in
junior high, he usually received bad grades, lower than 60points. I felt upset
when I saw he received bad grades. When my second child went to junior



high, she studied very well and she always received the first place in her class.
Then, [ would talk to my eldest child and that, ‘you should study harder-...
you see, your sister could apply for scholarship...” Because some of the
organizations offer the opportunities for students from lower SES families to
apply for scholarships yet his grades are too bad to apply forit... so he could
just watch his sister apply for it.”

“...However, my second child is the senior one now ... and probably this is
because the majors are different or other reasons. .. she didn’t do well on
her tests and her brother laughed at her. .. [ asked her, ‘Why didn’t you do
well on your tests? Is it because you had some parts, so that you didn’t figure
it out? Do you need to go to cram school?” She answered, ‘No, [ don’t want to
go to cram school!” and I told her, ‘You didn’t do well ... so what would you
like to do?’ ... And she unexpectedly answered me that, ‘It is not fun at all if I
am always first place in my class ... now I did terrible this time but if I could
get good grades to receive better ranking in the class next time ... doesn’t
that sound exciting?’ ... and then... she improved 19 ranks in her class this
exam from almost the bottom of her class!!”

“I told her, ‘You are going to have the exam next week and you should do
your best this time and see if you can get better grades!” and ‘If you could
improve again this time, we could apply for the scholarship this time . .. and
if I could I would buy you what you want from the money we received!"”

In Chinese:

TEER RARAGRETERBRES , AMURESARNARMRETN
e, PEESREEN...

"RAUREECHHBRHI , ATUB/ NS RiTokay. .. AIRREEPS
B, FIBREERACR T, PREARBUR B AH M , ARIR & AR R o #R i £ 4
HE , FEEBRtERAESH  WEA=@TR  (RES—EH—
E....

"B BUAIERLERS , URIEEE100087 , T RERRBRIER... B
CHRBERESE , BAREMARERERFTH | WESH-MRENTE ,
EEBEMARBEE ? FTUREEREBIRBIRES

"AR/EZEABEERTRW~-ARIEPEMBR. BRBEFIREH , BE
TREB , BRA/MTEEER ? ARE_FJNRR ,  -Hokay , EI LR
RE—F. ARBREREAER . READ—HA-BIRKEREAIUE

73



REBS, RAERRE-LERRNLEH. . BREEMNAHRES , W5
IR 35 SR W~ P AL B IR IR FE I~

N HEREZRES—HWLEH . BTBREETEWaHES , B
MER—& , AR ESRTE  REFIRABREL. ... mRER
R, BEM.. BER . "TRATE. . REFTER?RETERRET 2. It
M THFTERE, BRMEER. RRWRESEMER ? BIREEHR ? 3R

TRRHE—2  BEETR , ARBEFLEZERIARHRRA! 14 ... Pt
Bl th E—IR. B~ ZBENEBRE | ARRREHFER=, O+HEE
ERREETE-FRE—REEN.. MBELS T198 | | BER...L

"HRERBBBRRE , TRARERT , BHR . "HREERY , BHERK
fBEETREBES 7. B . "RURBES  REWURFERBSRFEM
B, REWEESAREREER 4

Many of my participants mentioned their children’s academic performance or children’s
learning conditions while interviewing. Although many of them stated that they would not set up
high standards for their children and ask for nothing but only their healthy bodies, I found they
had definite expectations and attitudes toward their children’s academic performance and
achievements. As some of the mothers don’t have high education levels, they all hope that their
children could perform well in academics, and hope they will have promising futures that give
them a better quality of life. Thus, despite the fact that these single mothers may not able to teach
their children by themselves, they would seek many kinds of support to help their children
receive adequate amounts of quality resources when learning. The most commonly used
resources and methods they used for their children were sending them to cram schools or

afterschool programs in order to solve any learning difficulties and to gain all kinds of skills and
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knowledge. In summary, I consider these single mothers as actually emphasizing their children’s

academic performance and achievement when parenting.

How These Single Mothers Define, Describe and Perceive their own Parenting

I have discussed and mentioned many different themes and examples above about
different kinds of factors that resulted in various parenting styles of Taiwanese single mothers.
While interviewing these single mothers, from their descriptions of perceived parenting and the
narratives of conversations with their children, I could recognize that their parenting
behaviors/attitudes/beliefs/values are influenced by many interactive factors. Although theses
single mothers have their own personal situations and stories and that generate various parenting
styles, these stories and interview transcripts allowed me to conclude that each of their parenting
styles share several similarities. Of course, due to distinct backgrounds and living conditions, I
discovered the uniqueness of each single mother’s parenting style within their stories. The
following paragraphs provide several examples that illustrate these parenting similarities and

differences of participating Taiwanese single mothers.

First of all, regarding the general parental attitudes that these single mothers hold toward
their children, based on the emergent themes/sub-themes I found, most of them would try to be
as open-minded as they could while also doing their best to maintain accessibility to their
children when they need help. In addition, they also tend to build up a mutually communicative
relationships in order to have effective and immediate conversations with their children
(children’s personalities and conditions would influence single mothers’ parenting). Many

emphasize both the psychological and physical wellness of their children. Though they pay more
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attention to children’s academic performance and achievement, they are more focused on their

children’s virtue and personality first when prioritizing the importance of child development.

Aside from the general parental attitudes single mothers have, some also hold different
attitudes about parenting their children. Some of the single mothers like to follow their children’s
own will rather than restricting or intervening in their curiosities and interests about everything.
In order to build up mutual and trusted relationships with children, a number of them believe that
having faith in their own children and trust in what they said and did in the first place is useful,
before trying to understand the underlying meanings and reasons behind their children’s words
or behavior. Despite the fact that many of the single mothers try to be open-minded and build up
mutual, trusted, and effective communication relationships with children, some of them altered
their parental attitudes after their husband’s absence (either becoming stricter or more lenient).
Mothers who hold stricter parental attitudes toward their children after the husband’s absence
usually believe that training their children to be well-behaved is one of the indexes to verify the
correctness and sufficiency of their parenting. Children’s behavioral performance usually
represents that they provide “good” parenting toward their children, and people would thus not
judge and criticize them and their children due to the absence of the husband/father (social

climate/cultural context/traditional customs have impacts on single mothers’ parenting).

Secondly, after organizing these single mothers’ parental beliefs and values within the
emergent themes and sub-themes from the interview transcripts, I realized that every single
mothers of the study insist that children should be mother’s first priority and they shouldn’t be
distracted by other men or depend on others (especially men) while raising children. Also, these
single mothers are convinced that offering the best quality of life to their children, including

sufficient financial resources, academic help, and appropriate parenting, are what they need to do
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every day. They refuse to let others look down on, criticize, discriminate against, and mock their
children for any reasons, especially their financial status and the absence of the father.
Furthermore, several single mothers also suggest that the idea of raising children as the backup
plan for care when parents become old is false. Raising and taking care of children should not be
for the parents’ own benefits, and parents should not expect children to take care of them, or
paying back the efforts they made on children when children grow up and they grow old. Except
for the parental beliefs/values of most single mothers listed above, other single mothers have
pointed out that cultivating children to have the abilities of making correct judgments and

differentiating what is right and wrong are also very important.

Regarding parental practices aimed at molding behavior, most of these single mothers
would teach and guide their children to have proper manners, social skills, virtues, common
sense or other living skills for different circumstances. They like to discuss with their children or
remind them about others’ opinions and thoughts about single-parent-families, and teach them to
be responsible for their own choices and decisions. Again, due to the influences of others’ views
on single-parent-families (social climate/cultural context) they greatly emphasize their children’s
behavioral performance outside of the family. Despite the fact that these single mothers focus
more on children’s behavioral performance, some of the single mothers also try to understand the
reasons and feelings of these behaviors with patience rather than depending on others’ comments
and critiques. Except for the general parental behaviors most single mothers practiced, some
believe that providing children with a sense of steadiness and security about their life via an
unchanged living environment, caregivers, daily routines, and sufficient availability of parents or
grandparents for children are crucial parenting issues. Furthermore, other single mothers also

indicate that giving timely and suitable compliments and positive reinforcement to children to
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facilitate their appropriate performance is essential. Some of the single mothers would also
remind their children to always protect themselves and to be cautious when having close

relationships with the opposite sex.

When it comes to the difficulties of parenting for these single mothers, providing their
children with suitable, sufficient, and correct academic support, practically and financially, is
probably the most difficult things for them to do. Many of them don’t have much education, and
usually cannot handle the problems and questions posed by their children’s homework and
exams. They often try to solve this problem by sending children to afterschool programs or cram
schools for certain subjects. These programs usually require certain amount of tuition expenses,
which often leads to worsening financial straits for single-parent-families. In addition, almost all
of the single mothers believe that helping children achieve higher educational levels is the most
important element for having a promising future and successful life. They all devote themselves
to providing a better living environment for their children in order to maintain their academic
performance at a certain level. In addition to the disability of limited financial means and
educational resources while parenting, the children’s inappropriate behaviors or rebellious
attitudes are another difficulty for these single mothers. Struggling for the financial steadiness of
the family or playing two parental roles as children’s mother and father already consumes a lot of
energy from single mothers; yet facing the rebellious attitudes of their teenage children, such as
smoking and other harmful behaviors may become the last straw for these single mothers. Trying
to maintain their own psychological and physical wellness while managing the expenses for the
family and providing suitable and effective parenting becomes an arduous task for these single

mothers.
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Furthermore, while these single mothers discipline or punish their children differently
based on their various parenting attitudes/beliefs/values/ behaviors, they tend to train their
children to become more independent and mature than children from two-parent families. They
would not only train their children to help out with the house chores and take certain
responsibilities, but also teach and remind their children of the correct attitudes and concepts of
money and time management. Some single mothers punish their children by removing their
privileges or limit time of watching TV, using the computer, hanging with friends, and the
amount of allowance. Other single mothers practice physical punishment (e.g., spanking) after
repeated teaching, speaking, persuading, reminding, and explaining to their children their
mistakes and misbehaviors. In addition, several single mothers ask their children’s obedience
about their decisions and guidance in behavioral performance, and in some cases children should
ask for permission before hanging out with friends. These single mothers would remind and
teach their children to recognize the importance of their own safety and chastity. Some single
mothers even use abusive language with their children to emphasize the consequences of certain

issues, but also to remind them children about how their existence is valued by their parents.

According to the examples demonstrated above, these single mothers often try overly hard
to manage the balance between offering appropriate parenting and providing a better quality of
life for their children. But as most of the time theses single mothers are struggling with financial
issues, personal emotional conditions, and many other stressors in their life; co-parenting
becomes another sub-theme in this study. Although these single mothers are the primary
caregivers of their children, they sometimes receive help from their extended family, friends,
colleagues, and even their elder children when rearing and parenting. Among the cases of the

study, siblings and parents from the single mother’s family, friends, and elder children are major
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sources of social support for these single mothers. Tied up in living problems, these single
mothers usually need to discuss with their siblings or parents their parenting priorities, and have
certain agreements in order to prevent conflicts, disagreements, and inconsistency of parenting
provided by others. The advice and suggestions of their siblings, parents, friends, and colleagues
is also seen to partially alter the single mothers’ parenting. Also, the interactions and
relationships between some of the single mothers and children tends to be as friends, without any
taboos that may result from the co-parental role the elder children plays and the mutually
communicative relationships built between single mothers and children. Occasionally, the elder
children would also remind and “educate” their mothers about certain habits, or offer their
personal suggestions and advice to their mothers. Except for the friendship-like interactions and
relationships with children, some of the single mothers interact with their children are still like
parents rather than friends. Nonetheless, all these single mothers tend to practice their parenting
with authority; they still hold an open-minded attitude and build up clear communications with

their children.

Last but not least, no matter what kind of parenting these single mothers provide toward
their children, how many resources they receive from others, the conditions that resulted in
single-parent-family structures, the financial status, the emotional management/problem solving
ability/coping strategies of these single mothers, and how their self-talk proverb function, these
single mothers only hope for one thing: that their children grow up soundly and happily, and

have a promising future.

In summary, these single mothers’ parenting styles are influenced first by the Taiwanese
cultural context/social climates/traditional customs and secondly, by the resources they obtain

either from social or financial supports from their extended families, friends, colleagues, and the
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social welfare systems. And finally, their emotional management, problem solving ability or
coping strategies are also central factors in influencing the quality and style of these single
mothers’ parenting. In addition, these single mothers’ personal beliefs and self-talk practices are
also a salient indicator of altering and forming their parenting beliefs, attitudes, and values that
become parenting behaviors. The interactions with their children and children’s personalities are
also related to these single mothers’ parenting style, where these children of single mothers show
a good deal of maturity and constraint when it comes to pressing for their own needs, taking care
of themselves as needed, and showing support for their mothers Therefore, the living
environments, social networks, and financial status are the power and force that influences these
single mothers’ parenting. Their personal beliefs and values, and their children’s personalities
and interactions with parents, become the inner power and resilience to create their own very

unique style of parenting within a generally disapproving or non-concerned Taiwanese public.
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Chapter 5
DISSCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND IMPLICATION

This study focuses on how cultural context influences Taiwanese single mothers’
parenting style and how these single mothers perceive their own parenting attitudes, beliefs,
values and behaviors. The structure of this chapter is as follows: (1) the limitations of the study;
(2) the salient findings of the study and the existing literature; how the study findings interact
and influence each other and single mothers’ parenting; (3) the suggestions and the implications
for future research, and (4) the researcher/interviewer’s personal insights, reflections, and

journals on the study.

Discussion and Conclusion

Limitations of the Study

Although this study focuses on the impacts of cultural contexts and tradition on single

mothers’ parenting style in Taiwan, it was conducted in specific geographic areas (Chiayi and
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Keelung) in Taiwan. In addition, the structures of single-mothers families vary and this study is
only looking at the widowed and divorced single mother families. The findings of the study are
only based on the parental perspectives rather than including children’s points of view. Also,
most of the participants work in the social welfare systems and might be a group of single
mothers who receive more social resources or are more likely to seek help from others than most
single mothers in other places or circumstances. As the time periods and the processes of
interviews/data collection only lasted for two months, results of the study may not represent or
generalize about the parenting style of single mothers’ population in Taiwan. However, the study
could be the starter for further research in the future, where the findings of the study could serves
as the foundation, examples, and the basic understanding of Taiwanese parenting style under the
influences of cultural context/social climates/traditional customs. In any case, the depth and the
characteristics of this qualitative study still provide unique perspectives, understandings, and

recognition of further interpretations of these Taiwanese single mothers’ parenting styles.

Salient Findings of the Study and the Existing Literature

Taiwanese Social Climate/Cultural Context/Traditional Customs

According to the findings of the study, the parenting style of Taiwanese single mothers is
greatly influenced by social climate/cultural context/traditional customs. These single mothers
usually practice their parenting behaviors due to others’ critiques and stigma. They tend to train
their children to become well-behaved and independent. Most of the single mothers very much
emphasize their children’s behavioral and academic performance, partly to prove the quality and
adequacy of their parenting are as good and appropriate as the parenting provided by two-parent

families. For example, Shu-Chi, Mei-Li, Chu-Kuo, and Hui-Jan stated that they strictly monitor
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their children’s behavioral performance, and never want others to discriminate and criticize their
children due to the absent of father or assumed misbehavior. Within Taiwanese society, many
people still have negative stereotypes and attitudes toward single-parent families, and the
disadvantage and vulnerability of being a single mother is much tougher than a single father
when it comes to financial status, stigmatized labeling of traditional customs, and the social
climates in Taiwanese culture. In Taiwanese society, most of the people, even at the government
level, still consider single-parent families as “problematic” or “broken” families. The negative
perspectives of single-parent family structures represent the stigmatized labeling and stereotypes
of single-parent families in Taiwan (Tsai, 2002). As for widowed single mothers, in

Chinese/Taiwanese culture the old saying that, “Lie Nu Bu Shi Er Fu” (Z1Zc AN . 5K): “One

man in a life time” is emphasized, and based on these beliefs/traditional social norms, a widow
should carry on her life without a husband and raise her children on her own the rest of her life,
with no new partner to help shoulder the burden of making ends meet and raising children, or
offer personal comfort and companionship. This means that mother and children would have to
deal with the loss of the father, and the family that will no longer have the presumed benefits a
father provides to family identity under the embedded cultural context in Taiwan’s society (Hsu,

Kahn & Huang, 2002).

Based on the perceptions and traditional custom of remarriage restrictions in Taiwan,
mothers usually become the only parent within the single-parent families no matter when the
father dies. Hence, the heavy responsibilities of raising the children and sustaining the family
falls on the shoulder of the mother, who must deal with her own grief over the loss of a husband,
while also taking over his parental role (Hsu, Kahn & Huang, 2002). What’s more, Taiwanese

cultural considers “wholeness” as an important element of one’s life, and thus losing a father
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signals the incompleteness of one’s life. Both single mothers and their children therefore have to
deal with this sense of incompleteness, and fight against this stigma within society during their
entire life. Also, public discussion about the death of loved ones, or expressing one’s sorrows
and sadness about those loved or lost is a taboo in Taiwanese culture. Holding these feelings,
grief, and mourning process inside of the family or even in one’s heart is a common coping

strategy for the widowed single mothers and their children (Hsu, Kahn & Huang, 2002).

Accordingly, the taboos and traditional customs within Taiwanese culture about the sense
of incompleteness (the absent of the father), the discrimination of female, the idea of “one man in

a life,” and the proverbs such that influenced Taiwanese single mothers’ parenting styles include:

“Gia Chou Bu Wai Yang” (RBLF 7MM&): Never chat with others about the inner workings of

your family, especially something embarrassing, and “Hao Shi Bu Chu Men, Huai Shi Chuan

Qian Li” (FEFHF , |MEETE): Good things do not spread as quickly as the bad things.

Social Resources and Financial Status

Social Resources

Based on the results of the study, single mothers received social resources mostly from
their own families, friends, and colleagues, and the social welfare system in Taiwan. However,
these single mothers also expressed that the resources from the social welfare system and the
school are not as sufficient as people thought. They usually lack information and knowledge
about laws that allow them to take the advantage of the social resources provided by the
government, or fail to apply for the subvention or other social support from related organizations.

Also, due to the social climate expressed in the proverb, “Ching Guan Nan Duan Gia Wu Shi”
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(BB #ETRME): It is hard for outsiders to judge the right and wrong of a family’s incidents,

people often act unconcerned with other families’ business. Most outsiders tend to criticize and
gossip rather than offer their help or support to those families in need. For example, Ah-Ling
mentioned that others knew her husband was having an affair with another woman, but these
outsiders not only covered up for her husband, but also discriminated against her when she
suffered the pain of marriage dissolution. In addition, before she realized that she was able to
apply for the Restraining Order and fought for a divorce, the school teacher and manager were

unwilling to offer her help most of the time.

These single mothers have to struggle with this rough treatment while trying to provide quality
parenting and futures for their children. Accordingly, although many of the single-mother
families obtained supports and resources from their original families, the accessibility and
availability of suitable and sufficient resources and support from parents and siblings is not as

common among the single-mother families as two-parent households (Tsai, 2002). Furthermore,

due to the social climate that “Gia Chu Qu De Nu Er Jiu Xiang Po Chu Qu De Shui” (& H =8

Z R H X/ K): A daughter is just like splashed water when they got married; the water

will never able to get it back, single-mother families usually live separately from their extended
families, and are unwilling to bother their own family members except for emergencies (Chen,

2008).

Despite the fact that single mothers are influenced by social climate/cultural context/traditional
customs, and are often unwilling to bother others unless they are confront with a crisis, they still

receive most support and resources from their parents and siblings families when they face
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difficulties. In Taiwan’s society, the patrilineal structure is still dominant and women are
considered outsiders when marrying “into” the husband’s family. Therefore, the death of
husband usually results in disconnected, detached, or even conflict relationships with the family
in-laws. As a result, many of the widowed single-mother families tend to move closer to their
parents and siblings in order to receive some kind of supports (Hsu, Kahn & Huang, 2002). The
social resources offered by single mothers’ own families usually helps them when co-parenting
their children, resolving the difficulties of financial crisis, sustaining them in their emotional and

mental steadiness, and providing adequate and quality parenting of their children.

Financial Status and limited working schedule

Many study results show that single-parent families are more likely to live below the
poverty line and thus become more vulnerable than two-parent families. In addition, female-
headed single-parent families are more likely than the male-headed single-parent families to be
subjected to poverty and its consequences. Once the family suffers from insufficient financial
resources, other related issues such as the quality of parenting resources become a challenge for

the family (Huang, 2007; Tsai, 2002).

Compared with male-headed single-parent families, female single parents are
disadvantaged in their working ability and financial independence, and single mothers in
particular may not have a job or working experience before a divorce or becoming a widow.
Also, the salary paid to women is far less than that paid for men. In Taiwan, women’s salaries
are 60% to 70% of men’s salaries, and opportunities for women’s promotion are fewer than those
for men (Chen, 2008). What’s more, after divorce or the death of husband, many single mothers
choose to shrink their working hours in order to take care of their children, not only because they

are subject to the social climate that says mother should be the primary caregivers of children,

87



but also the stigmatized image of “single mothers” in the society. For example, Ah-Ling and
Hui-Jan shared choose to spend more time with their children rather than working overtime or
having a job with higher salary in a different city. They are willing to do whatever kinds of jobs
are needed to sustain their living expenses for the family, and also manage to provide adequate

and timely parenting for their children.

The weakness of financial conditions within single-parent families often results in chained
reactions and influences on single parents’ parenting, and thus has impact on children’s
development (Chen, 2008). This study showed that female-headed single-parent families usually
lack sufficient financial support, and they thus need to work over time or double and even triple
jobs to make ends meet. These single mothers often have little time to spend with their children,
and provide appropriate and timely parenting (Chen, 2008). The conflict of doing overtime work
to earn more money, as opposed to choosing to spend more time to take care of their children, is
a difficult decision for single mothers. Most of the single mothers in the study do not have a
great education, and thus have difficulties teaching their children when facing academic
problems. Moreover, as many of the single mothers believe that having a higher education level
leads to a promising future, they work hard in order to pay extra tuition for after-school programs
or cram schools to be competitive in academics. Such situations are demonstrated by the single
mothers’ narratives of this study. Shu-Chi, Hui-Jan, Mei-Li, Chu-Kuo, and Hsiao-Jin in fact had
mentioned these very concerns during the interviews. Yet Hsiao-Jin in particular can also pay
more attention to her son’s education and skills training, for the financial situation within her
family is much better than any other single-parent families in this study. Accordingly, the

pressure of managing the balance of living expenses, children’s education budgets, and
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entertainment fees is much lighter for her than for other single mothers, confirming that the lack

of finances has a huge impact on single-mother parenting.

Emotional Management/Problem Solving Ability/Coping Strategies

Losing a partner for single mothers often means that the only income resource of the
family is themselves. The need to sustain the family and rear the children thus become the
inspiration for single mothers to move on in their lives after the loss of a partner. No matter if
these mothers became single parents due to divorce or the death of husband, they all need to
adjust their lifestyle and thinking, and cope with the emotional issues while raising their children.
Ah-Ling mentioned that she suffered from depression for a while, and had a hard time moving
on with her life, until her daughter’s condition reminded her she has a child to take care and a life
to live. Shu-Chi, Chu-Kuo, Mei-Li, Hui-Jan, and Ah-Juan all shared their feelings that the idea of
raising the children and offering them a better life empowered them to deal with negative
feelings about the aftermaths of marital separation and the death of husband. Single mothers
have to tell and force themselves to be strong enough to sustain the family and properly care for
their children. The heavy responsibilities of raising the children and sustaining the family thus
falls on the shoulder of the mother, who has to not only deal with their own grief over the loss of
a husband, but also take over the parenting role of the absent husband (Hsu, Kahn & Huang,

2002).

These single mothers’ emotional condition becomes a great concern when their approach to
problem solving and coping strategies become the model or primary examples for their children
in dealing with their father’s absence. Moreover, the coping strategies that keep feelings and

sorrows inside in order to maintain the harmony within the family may turn to potential threats
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and anxiety that endangers the relationship and interactions between the mother and children.
Therefore, the taboo within Taiwanese culture about not talking of death, the concept of the
completeness/wholeness of one’s life being threatened in the loss of a partner or parent, the
pressure to create harmony in the household that falls on the mother, and the idea of “one man in
a life,” where emphasis is placed on children rather than new husbands, greatly influences single

mothers’ parenting (Hsu, Kahn & Huang, 2002).

After divorce or the death of husband, the steadiness of single mothers’ emotion and their
wellness becomes a critical issue when it comes to the quality of parenting. In addition, the
coping strategies and the problem solving abilities of these single mothers are the salient factors
for researchers and practitioners to evaluate the quality and the adequacy of their parenting (Tsai,

2002).

Self-Talk/Proverbs

Each of the single mothers in the study have suffered the aftermaths of marriage
dissolution, and regardless of the reasons, they all go through similar yet various stage of
adjustment to circumstances in their lives. For example, after Shu-Chi’s husband died, she
lost the direction and meaning of living, but when she thought of her children, she told

herself the same proverb that all of these single mothers said: “Kui Le Shi Yi Ten, Tong Ku
Shi Yi Ten” (JRE4/2— K |, JA /& —K): It is one’s choice to have a happy day or a
miserable day, depending on what attitude does one holds. She had reconstructed her life and
try to rear her children with quality conditions. Chu-Kuo was also empowered by this self-

talk, which gave her strength to sustain herself and to adjust her husband’s death and raising

her children alone. While adjusting and coping with the difficulties and piled stressors at
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various stages in their lives, these single mothers usually generate strength by recognizing the
responsibility of childrearing and the recognition of their inner strength expressed in their use
of proverbs. At different adjusting stages after being a single mother, the conversation and
dialogue with each single mother varies (Huang, 2007). Ah-Ling, Shu-Chi, Ah-Juan, Hui-Jan,
and Mei-Li also said that they would encourage and remind themselves to “Take whatever
opportunity or job I could take/do in order to make a living” to better their circumstances. By
reasoning with themselves, providing themselves words of self-assurance, these personal
beliefs or proverbs that applied to the circumstances and the cheering attitudes become part
of the positive strength and their self-resilience. The repeating of self-talk and self-assurances
gradually guided these single mothers to find their way and purpose of living (Huang, 2007).
In addition, the self-talk proverbs help to form coping strategies and problem solving ability
that is based on conventional and time-tested wisdom. Therefore, this researcher concludes
that the self-talk single mothers used while facing all kinds of stressors in their life can also

be directly applied to the working beliefs and attitudes of single mothers’ parenting styles.

Children’s Personality and the Interaction with Children

The fact that children who grow up within single-parent families tend to become more

independent, considerate, and mature than children growing up within two-parent families (Chen,

2008), is due to the reorganizing of the family structure within single-parent families, where

children had to adjust to these changes and deal with them more as adults than as unconcerned

or carefree children. Mei-Li mentioned during the interview that her children were forced to

grow up and become very independent, mature, and considerate and they even know that they

have to protect their mothers while arguing with family-in-laws. Also, the working schedule of

single mothers and the absence of their husband leaves them with no choice but to train their
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children to be self-sufficient and well-behaved, and to take care of themselves while sharing the
burden (family chores, parenting the younger siblings, or having part-time jobs) of sustaining the
family. Shu-Chi stated that as single mothers tend to train their children to be independent, they
could feel more relief while working. Additionally, the interaction between single mothers and
children may become closer or more intimate than in two-parent families (Chen, 2008). Shu-Chi,
Ah-Juan, Hsiao-Jin, Ting-Ting, and Ah-Ling described how the relationship and interaction
between their children and them are equal or more like friends. They have become closer and
more intimate with their children, listening to their thoughts and feelings while parenting,
educating, and disciplining them. Nonetheless, Chu-Kuo and Mei-Li also believe that they
became stricter and more serious about disciplining their children than before, because they must
pay more attention to their children’s behavioral performance in order not to be criticized by

others due to the absent of father and “problematic” parenting.

No matter what kind of relationship and interactions occur with their children, single
mothers’ parenting thus becomes altered and modified due to children’s personality and their

particular relationships and interactions with them.

Parenting

There is no doubt that parenting immensely influences child development, and parenting
style is related to the primary caregivers’ personal circumstances. The parenting attitudes,
beliefs, values and behaviors are greatly related to the family’s physical and mental wellness, and
the circumstances and atmosphere of their surroundings (Chen, 2008; Huang, 2007). According
to the findings of this study, these single mothers’ parenting attitudes, beliefs, values and

behaviors is tremendously impacted n by social climate, cultural context and traditional customs.
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Although these single mothers have mentioned the importance of “Having faith in yourself”
(self-assurance/self-affirmation), or “Don’t follow the social climate to label yourself” and “As
long as my children and I live a happy life, I don’t care what others’ say” while interviewing,
they still practice parenting based on the social climate and traditional customs in society. They
seriously emphasize their children’s performance outside of the family and hope for the highest
achievements and educational performance their children can achieve, partly because they
believe that to prove they are also good and responsible mothers, they must teach their children
to be independent, well-behaved, and perform well at school. Most of these single mothers said
that their parenting style is pretty much the same before and after the divorce or the death of
husband, but the focus and the worries of their parenting have changed, and they pay more
attention to children’ behavioral performance than they used to, due to the cultural

generalizations that children within single-parent families tend to have problematic behavior.

Despite the fact that single mothers tend to pay more attention to their children’s
behaviors, many also worry about the aftermath of marriage dissolution, where the death of
father may result in psychological dysfunction or damage, which can influence children’s
development in all aspects. Ting-Ting, Ah-Ling, Shu-Chi, Hsiao-Jin, and Mei-Li all have
concerns about the adjustment and mental wellness of their children in regards to the absence of
their fathers, and the subsequent incidents in daily life. Some of them hold an open attitude
toward their children in order to build up mutual communication and trustworthiness, while
others seek help from spiritual and religious support systems (Mei-Li mentioned the value of
Buddhism in this case). In addition, they also turn to their own families and friends for tangible,

informational, and emotional support in order to achieve the financial stability of the families, to
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protect their rights and well being, and to maintain and adjust their own emotional steadiness.

They are thus able to provide quality parenting for their children under difficult circumstances.

Parenting difficulties

The greatest concerns and difficulties these single mothers have about parenting are
teaching their children’s homework, providing for the safety of their children, and offering
sufficient financial support for their children in all aspects. In Taiwan, one study identified the
top five difficulties for single parents are parenting, children’s academic performance, the tuition
fees for children’s education, the safety of children, and the energy and time spent with their
children (Chen, 2008). Some of the single mothers like Ting-Ting and Chu-Kuo also worried
about that the absence of the father may result in maladjustment and insufficient child
development, and noted that there must be differences in parenting between single-parent
families and two-parent families. Beaty (1995) indicated that children growing up in fatherless
families tend to have a poorer sense of masculinity, and also have more difficulties in getting
along with peers (Hsu, Kahn & Huang, 2002). The self-image of children from single-parent
families tends to be lower than children from two-parent families. Also, there might be an
incorrect identification or negative impacts around sexual issues, such as intimate relationships

with the opposite sex within single-parent families (Chen, 2008).

Parenting expectations

Regardless of circumstances and parenting styles, the single mothers in this study work hard
so that their children grow up in a good environment and have a promising future. Basically, the
researcher finds there is no particular parenting style for Taiwanese single mothers, because each

has her own story and experience, and these various experiences and circumstances influence
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their personal condition. I thus conclude that the living environments, social networks, and
financial status are the power and force in influencing these single mothers’ parenting. Along
with their use of self-talk proverbs, their personal beliefs and values as well as their children’s
personalities and interactions with parents provide the necessary resilience to form their own
style of child care and training. In general, each of the Taiwanese cultural elements, social
climates, and traditional customs created a great impact on these single mothers’ parenting, even

though some of them resisted the cultural norms that put women in a lower status than men.

Future Implications of the Study

New Direction, Suggestions, and Focus of Further Study

This study is only focused on the parenting style of single mothers and paid little attention
to the single fathers. While conducting the study, the researcher discovered that the vulnerability
of single-father families is also crucial to understanding the overall issues around single
parenthood. The findings of this study are interpreted based on mothers’ perspectives about
parenting rather than including the viewpoints of the children’s experiences. I believed that fully
understanding both mothers and children’s perspectives and experiences of parenting could help
the researcher give better and more precise recommendations about depicting and modifying
single-parent families parenting in Taiwan. Moreover, the participants of this study only included
divorced and widowed single mothers, so study designs of single-parent families in the future
could also include unmarried single parents to complete study results. In addition to the fact that
remarriage is not common among women in Taiwan, and considering the idea of “one man in a

life” and the whole concept of “incompleteness” in single parenthood mentioned by Taiwanese
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widowed mothers, it would be interesting to see those who remarry and do find comfort and

steadiness from a second marriage.

Recommendations for the Government Level and Social Welfare System

According to the findings of this study, single mothers in Taiwan are not receiving
sufficient and suitable support from the social welfare systems, except for when applying for
funding for children. Yet the crucial qualifications needed to apply for subvention is limiting,
and the amounts offered are not adequate. Many of the single mothers have to seek help from
informal resources such as extended families, friends, and colleagues. As they are influenced by
the stigmatized labeling of single mothers in Taiwan, these single mothers are uncomfortable

turning to others for help, or sharing their frustration and concerns about parenting with others.

Moreover, the services and the social resources provided by Taiwan’s social welfare
system for single-parent families is often not as accessible for them, and most of the services for
these single parents require a service fee for counseling or consulting services. The
disadvantaged financial status of the single-parent families and overtime working schedule of
single parents usually keeps them from receiving services from the system. Also, the resources
and budget of the social welfare system at the government level usually depends on the annual
budget of the local government, which is dependent upon various and changing circumstances.
The resources offered by the government to assist single-parent families are therefore unsteady
and insufficient. In addition, single parents often suffer terribly after marriage dissolutions or the
death of partners. The adjustment and emotional management of single parents is related to their
appropriate coping strategies and problem solving abilities. Although the stress release issues

have already raised the attention of researchers or welfare workers working to improving the
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living conditions and personal health of single parent families, the inadequacy of resources and
services provided has not received much attention. Moreover, most of the researchers and service
providers of the government still look at single-parent families as “problematic” and a “broken”
family structure while dealing with related issues. The negative labeling usually ignores the
resilience and the positive strengths within these family units and family members themselves. In
addition, the available resources and services for these single mothers, even when insufficient,
need to be accessible and properly promoted so that all are aware of what services are available
to them. According to the narratives of the single mothers in this study, many noted that their
friends or colleagues who are also single mothers usually give them a lot of useful advice and
suggestions, providing suitable and timely support. Based on the current situation in Taiwan, the
researcher suggests that the social welfare system could adapt the “strength perspectives” in
portraying and dealing with these families, and take the advantage of the self-resilience and

protective factors of the single-parent families.

In fact, these single mothers present many qualities that society admires: resilience in
overcoming problems, putting children and others first, working as hard as possible to get ahead
in life, sacrificing for the sake of their children’s education and appreciation of ancient cultural
wisdom in the use of proverbs. Indeed, we all should alter our perspectives of viewing single-
parent families, in particular those headed by women. In Taiwan we need to reduce the
stigmatized social climates and negative stereotypes about single-parent families, and thus train
and cultivate single parents to perceive their own resilience and the elements of recovery within

their family units as valuable (Huang, 2007).

Hence, according to the findings of the study that Taiwanese cultural context, social

climates and traditional customs seriously influence single mothers’ parenting, I would suggest
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that social service providers be made aware of the potential negative impact of the prevailing
cultural and social attitudes about single mothers and their children, and to develop a
compassionate attitude and respect for the fortitude of single-parent families. Their job is to help
them practice parenting and enjoy childhood under difficult circumstances, by giving them easy-
to-use and well-advertised access to social services. It is thus important for practitioners and
service providers to be trained to handle these issues when they develop and advertise programs

and interventions that assist parents and their families.

In addition, this researcher believes that joining informal group counseling may facilitate
and cultivate single mothers’ capacity for raising their self-confidence, self-comprehension, and
self-esteem, and thus empower themselves to recognize and obtain the strength and resilience
coming from themselves. Interacting, sharing experiences, and communicating with other single
mothers is a good way to neutralize the negative feelings of single mothers, as is receiving
proper support, advice, encouragement, and knowledge from people who have similar situations

and family stories to share.

In short, I would like to recommend the creation of a place for single parents and
children to interact with each other on a regular basis, to share their frustrations, experiences, and
all kinds of feelings in a relaxing and secure atmosphere. Providing such a space with people
who suffer similar adversity can be a great help for these single parents, while effectively saving

resources/budget of the government at the same time.

My Diary of the Study

Reflections and Feedback of the Interview Processes, Participants, and Study
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Interviewer’s reflection: I provided my opinions and also made my conclusions. This
does not seem to be right. I might bias participants’ perspectives. (Ah-Ling) 09/2009
Interviewer’s reflection: Participant seems to think that interviewer believes her daughter
is not smart enough to understand the common knowledge needed for daily life, etc.
Therefore, she seems to have some defensive intonation and expressions while making
her statement, noted in the sentences that are underlined above. But this observation is
only based on the interviewer’s guessing and feelings. This interviewer discovered the
possible atmosphere created when coding and coloring English transcriptions after the
interview had been conducted. (Ah-Ling) 09/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Although participant mentioned that the word “divorce” seemed
sensitive to her son, and thus she didn’t want to talk too much about the topics with her
son. However, I believe that she herself was pretty uncomfortable about the word
“divorce” or the condition of her dissolved marriage, for she was unwilling to bring up
any related topics with her son. She also showed her strong attitude of resenting others
labeling and stereotyping divorced parents or single-mothers families. (Ting-Ting)
09/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: I felt that the interviewee really hated to be labeled by the
stigmatized image of single-parent families in Taiwan. This conclusion is based on her
obvious and elaborate opinions, questions, and confusions about how the society views
single-parent families in Taiwan. (Ting-Ting) 09/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Interviewee asked the interviewer questions about her opinions
about lacking a male model in the single-mother family. Is it okay to express

interviewer’s own viewpoints? Nevertheless, the interviewer did answer at the time,
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which seemed to be okay afterwards, because I may provide wrong or misleading
information to the interviewee during the interview. I should not answer it, or answer the
question after the interview had finished. (Ting-Ting) 09/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: This is the first participant (according to interviewer’s
memories) who directly talked about the differences of parenting before and after the loss
of her husband, or the absence of the father role and the differences of parenting between
single mother and two parents. Other participants also mentioned some parts/degrees of
the differences indirectly, which were mentioned only briefly while interviewing. (Chu-
Kuo) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Interviewee seemed to think further about her children’s life in
the future: (a) intimate relationships with others, and (b) how to develop and map out
their study plan. (Ah-Juan) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: The participant kept talking about her stories of her parents and
siblings rather than her current family and parenting. Maybe it is because this is my first
formal interviews for the study and I am still adjusting and trying the best way to conduct
the interviews; therefore, it is kind of irrelevant at the beginning of the interviews. (Ah-
Juan) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Participant kept assuring me that her children are very
extroverted and vigorous, unlike other children from single-parent families. This showed
that she doesn’t want her children to be criticized by others for having no father (their
family structure). She wants to prove that she can provide good parenting for her
children, and that her children are well-behaved when compared to children from other

single-parent families. (Ah-Juan) 10/2009
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Interviewer’s reflection: Interviewee actually held very open and friendly attitudes
toward the interviewer during and after the interviews. She showed that she is willing to
help me or talk to me again to follow up the formal interviews as needed. She also made
several phone calls to the interviewer in order to make sure that the interviewer
understood her accessibility and availability. (Ah-Juan) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Maybe because the participant’s parenting style is stricter, most

of her parenting efforts involved disciplining her children a lot. (Mei-Li) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Participant utilizes “ A 3R” (an epithet of “we” or “us” in

Chinese) to refer to herself rather than utilizing “me” or “I” to represent herself while
talking. I think she would like to reduce the first impression of others about her strict
parenting while listening to her narratives about how she practices parental discipline and
punishments of her children. (Me-Li) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Participant talks a lot about their financial difficulties while
interviewing and she tended to blame their circumstances on her husband’s death.
According to her narratives, I find two possible reasons to explain her perspectives and
conclusions are her financial condition is much worse than when her husband was alive,
and the pressure on her is so huge that she needed someone to blame it on, in order to
make herself feel better. (Hui-Jan) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: I could feel that this participant has high self-awareness and is
very open to expressing herself. I also could sense that she is confident and feels positive
about her own parenting, and she is also willing to help others by giving others her
opinions and advice about parenting. She also built up her own social network for

seeking help and receiving resources. She maintains mutual relationship/communication
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with the school teacher, and she cares about her children’s condition at school and in
daily life. She provides advice and guidance when her children face difficulties or have
confusion and doubt. She tries to solve the problems and to repair conflicting
relationships between her children. She is well aware of her own emotions and is not
scared to admit her wrong doing and bad temper in front of her children. She shared a lot
of personal beliefs and self-talks about life and parenting while talking about her
children. (Shu-Chi) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: I think that there must a personal contradiction or conflict inside
the participants’ heart, because she utilizes the title of “her mother” when referring to the
relationships between her daughter and herself, rather than “I”” in the sentence. I
considered that the participant is unwilling to admit the fact that her daughter has the
tendency of hurting herself instead of this being one incident. In addition, she may feel
that this fact about her daughter points out her parenting/child-rearing practices that
resulted in this kind of consequence. Others may have accused her of being an inadequate
or inept mother in this specific case. (Shu-Chi) 10/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: I found that participants/interviewees usually use “we” to refer
to themselves when making statements or describing their stories. I believe that may be a
way to generalize her situation/behavior/feelings, placing them among average people.
This may result in a sense of belongingness, and research shows that they are indeed not
unique or different from others in the general sense. They want to be a part of the public

and they don’t want to be different. (Shu-Chi) 10/2009
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» Interviewer’s correction: I believe that the interviewee/participant is trying to say the

proverb,: BB DR “Wu Tei Mo Hun,” but she seemed confused about the order within

the sentences. (Shu-Chi) 10/2009

Personal Insights

» Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: While interviewing, both interviewer and
interviewee utilized Chinese and Taiwanese to speak. However, while listening to the
recorded interview, the interviewer found that she was unable to differentiate the gender
differences of certain epithets such as “you,” “she/he,” and “they.” Chinese language

does not specifically point out the gender differences of these epithets while talking, yet it

indicates these words when writing “Bu Shou” (Z8 8): traditionally recognized

components of Chinese characters. It is more like the prefix and suffix in English) aside

the word. For example,Qﬂ'{/Q’]qFa is a male radical word for “you” in Chinese Characters;

00 00

WR/WRAM is a female radical word for “you” in Chinese Characters; /4 are male and

female radical words for “he/she” in Chinese Characters; and ﬂiﬂf’ﬁ / ﬁﬂﬂﬁ are male and

female radical words for “they” in Chinese Characters. During the interviews, the
interviewer was used to the phrases and words used but were unable to follow up and
clarify the differences while typing the verbatim Chinese manuscripts. (Ah-Ling)

09/2009
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» Interviewer’s reflection: It is hard to be consistent and use the same first epithet while
talking. Therefore, interviewer needed to put many parentheses after certain epithets of
interviewee’s statements to clarify their statement while typing the manuscripts. (Ah-
Ling) 09/2009

» Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: I usually stuck while translating the transcripts
because I often fell into a dilemma about how to translate; verbatim and literal translation
is better for expressing participants’ meaning, or to translate the central meaning of
participants’ statements/narratives. Because the main purpose of translating the recorded
interviews manuscripts is to present these participants’ stories, I would like to reserve
both the literal and underlying meaning of their statements while also depicting their
tone, facial expression, and emotions while sharing their stories. In addition, many
sentences contain impeded cultural meanings, social climates, and traditional customs,
making it difficult to explain and describe these ideas in most cases. (Ah-Ling) 09/2009

» Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: In Chinese we don’t have the tag question as the
sentence pattern while talking and writing, so it is confusing when translating
participants’ narratives when there are sentences that should be translated into tag
question’s sentence pattern. Also, in Chinese people usually add the confirmation
sentences after their statements, and those sentences often sound like questions rather
than positive sentences. Yet these sentences are not seeking for answers when “asking”.
Hence, interviewer/researcher faces certain level of difficulties while translating. (Ah-
Ling) 09/2009

» Interviewer’s reflection: During the interviews, participants usually described a lot of the

processes and conditions or divorce and marriage dissolutions interwoven into their
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narratives in fragments. Therefore, sometimes it is hard for the interviewer/researcher to
separate the combined and mixed themes and sub-themes. (Ah-Ling) 09/2009
Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: All the themes mixed and combined together, and
the oral narratives of these participants were not as organized to the degree needed for
people to differentiate and recognize topics. As a result, he interviewer/researcher
usually found the process of coding and categorizing the emergent themes/sub-themes to
be confused and chaotic. (Ah-Ling) 09/2009

Interviewer’s reflection: Most of the participants seemed to give few definitions of their
parenting style (or I am unable to differentiate it from other themes? (e.g., parenting
behaviors/attitudes/beliefs/values) (Chu-Kuo) 10/2009

Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: I took more time analyzing divorced single
mothers’ transcripts, as they seemed to be more complicated. I need to take more time to
differentiate the various themes, or separate and recognize sub-themes that underlie the
major themes, a time consuming and energy consuming process for me. I got tired easily
when compared with the task of analyzing the widowed single mothers’ transcripts. (Ah-
Juan) 10/2009

Interviewer’s personal Journal notes: Something just came to my mind about some
themes’ name and the differences of identifying them: (a) Co-Parenting: I consider that
this is the behavior that elder children adopt to help parents to take care of younger
children within the families, (b) Parentification: It is a relationship or condition within a
family that instead of taking care of their children, parents become the ones who are
taken care of by their children, who do parenting on levels that include physically,

psychologically, emotionally, and socially caring for them.) (Hui-Jan) 10/2009
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» Interviewer’s reflection: Due to interviewer/researchers’ training background in
counseling, skills/techniques utilized during the interviews helped a lot to facilitate and
assure the smoothness of interview processes. In addition, the interviewer often utilized
the techniques/skills to sum up participants’ narratives by implying/guessing
interviewee’s thoughts and feelings. Therefore, it sometimes became awkward or a
strange situation when the researcher/interviewer usually found overlapping
conversations or confirmed statements of both interviewer and interviewees’ narratives
while analyzing. Also, while quoting/analyzing interviewees’ statements, the
interviewer/researcher often quoted her words rather than the original narratives of
interviewees’ stories although these statements were all confirmed and clarified by
participants. Thus, while the skills/techniques of the counseling training facilitate the
smoothness of the interview process, these skills/techniques also became the obstacles in
conducting interviews. The reason why the researcher/interviewer considers this as a
drawback while interviewing is the focus of the study and the approach of the study
(Narrative Inquiry/ Phenomenology) is to understand/see the world
interpreted/experienced through the interviewee’s lenses or hearing/listening their stories

in their own words. (Hsiao-Jin) 10/2009
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IRB Study #0904000238
INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON
STUDY INFORMATION SHEET

PARENTING STYLE OF TAIWANESE DIVORCED SINGLE MOTHERS WHOSE ELDEST
CHILD IS BETWEEN THE AGES OF SEVEN AND TWELVE

You are invited to participate in a research study on the parenting style of divorced single
mothers in Taiwan. You were selected as a possible subject because you are a divorced single
mother and your eldest child is between the ages of seven and twelve. We ask that you read this
form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the study.

The study is being conducted by Chen Jou-Chen, Masters in Human Development and Family
Studies, Department of Applied Health Science, Indiana University in the USA. It is funded by
Chen Jou-Chen.

STUDY PURPOSE:

The purpose of this study is to recognize and understand the parenting styles provided by
divorced Taiwanese single mothers whose eldest child is between the ages of seven and
seventeen. In addition, the researcher would like to focus on the interaction between cultural
factors and parenting styles in Taiwan.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE TAKING PART IN THE STUDY:

If you agree to participate, you will be one of five subjects who will be part of this research.

PROCEDURES FOR THE STUDY:

If you agree to be in the study, you will do the following things:
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You will be asked to participate in one face-to-face interview that will not last longer than one
hour. During the interviews our conversation will be audio recorded with your permission and
notes will be taken to collect narratives.

The researcher and faculty supervisor will be the only people to have the access to the data, and
the audio recordings will be destroyed after completion of the study.

BENEFITS OF TAKING PART IN THE STUDY:

The benefits to participation is having the opportunity to consider the relationships with your
children, finding new insights about yourselves, and to assist in providing social service network
recommendations that will serve the population of single parents in Taiwan.

CONFIDENTIALITY:

All efforts will be made to keep your personal information confidential, but we cannot guarantee
absolute confidentiality. Your personal information may be disclosed if required by law. The
obtained data will be destroyed after the study has been done, and any data that might allow you
to be identified will be removed for publishing. Additionally, the researcher and faculty
supervisor will be the only people to have the access to the collected data.

Organizations that may inspect and/or copy your research records for quality assurance and data
analysis include groups such as the study investigator and his/her research associates, the IUB
Institutional Review Board or its designees, the study sponsor, Chen Jou-Chen, and (as allowed
by law) state or federal agencies, specifically the Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP)
who may need to access your research records.

PAYMENT:

You will receive payment for taking part in this study. Participants will receive $5 USD for
participating in the study per 30 minutes, and will receive additional $5USD for fully
participating in the one-hour interview, and another $5 at the end of the study. The total amount
of the compensation will be $15 USD for each participant (approximately 500 TWD). However,
participants will not receive the final $5 USD fee if they decide to withdrawal from the study.
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CONTACTS FOR QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS:

For questions about the study or a research-related injury, contact the researcher Chen Jou-Chen
at 002-1-812-272-5614 / 886-0933363473 or mail jouchen@indiana.edu.

For questions about your rights as a research participant or to discuss problems, complaints, or
concerns about this research study, or to obtain information or offer input, contact the IUB
Human Subjects office, 530 E Kirkwood Ave, Carmichael Center 203, Bloomington, IN 47408,
812-855-3067 or by email at iub_hsc@indiana.edu

VOLUNTARY NATURE OF STUDY:

Taking part in this study is voluntary. You may choose not to take part or may leave the study at
any time. Leaving the study will not result in any penalty or loss of benefits to which you are
entitled. Your decision whether or not to participate in this study will not affect your current or
future relations with the investigator(s).
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Form date: May 4, 2009

IRB Study #0904000238
INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON

INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT (Chinese Version)

EEBMEERRRCHRAR-AF—UEFZERIMAtRET=—RM

ERBFESE-—ETHREREERBRAELANTR. HRERRMENEEMRA
ERGE  YEEREANNENFHEMTREREETZR2E , RItERIER S RARG
RHIREA. BAFEERFANREERRS  YEELRBZSEARMEH , RHE
RYSE B EESE

RKROMRBH-—NER REXS  BRERXENETNAEHREHERE , #EHN
BRAZER FBAANERREREMRNELLEET. MANRNEDEHLERRLES
Ao

WA

ARENENRATHAETHSBRBENERBE<HESR , BEHSGANK T Fin
TREtEE+TZEB. I AREERERTHEABIHEVLELSEXIHELAX
BEXENER,

BRARMAZHENEE :

NRERBESEARME , ERRALNSHTIAARZEIHENEP—8,

EAFSeEITHIBE !

HREABEZEARMRE  SEERBEREEUTHNBRE

. BBZHERZRABECLR, AARNBHKRT LT, BEZHEZIFH KBRS
URFHECHER T HAMRNENRAARNETIRRE.

2. SRBEKEEREHRERENFRRET (FHRMENBRER ) . HRBES ,

HREEUBRT IR I HRHENENEZHENRE.
3. BRARRBERERBURRIIRE THMRRAR Z5hENSEEMR .

4. BUZHESFREEEMARBERLEMRARNEN , BRHETRERYE LMK
A RKAC SR BV BRI

—
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5. MAEBEURMRECEEARKERE - FHREEEREFHRICHENA , TR
SECHRER  RARFR N, BT MR , SHEZBEAERBEUR
ZRMEBRE X EE,

SRAVRSERNERE

SERAMRS T EHERER,

SRAMRRFBINFRROME
ZHEAMRATRAPASENFRENSETRERENZIFERENERECEHATHER
URTHECHELFANEE ; B4, S IUEINERB B EARRHEFNAES
o

HtBRAMENFERNLR
BRYSRAHR N, EEFEMNBRALR  ZBATRBEREETZ2ELIWR,
RE R

EMREBHRESBANBLERR, BRMABZILANRBEBHNRE , EUTHE
MBER BB EARBERRBRENEAENE, RREMAENEAERSEENR
RIERBRBEREM R, MEARBRNVSSUENRERHRNEBXES , FTTRE
BBV EAERBREERBIR. Rtz AREXRGUREAREEELSRME—T
EFHRERN A

HENTFRABEEESRRBERTRNNFRETBENESR , FIMXT AT E LT
RECEE  URERBEEMRASTIEEETIABAINEMABKE , HETEEN
RET , HENBBIMNBUENEBAR , EFEASHEBMRAZEBAR Y RER
AREEE  FEFE  BXREREMBEZMARHEREREBAMER i F s
BRER T AR N TIBIE,

(2
BRERNANMRAREREENRINEE. EUTREFEINSEFIARNEHEA.
i 55

BRRSERXNARMEIME. ESRMRBRES , ZHERTENSRERFREZ
MERNFEWEE T, BUSRERSREFAR=T7E K IUTESHN—Bt+xHa
WMz  BEREBBRE—PRZHKRER , EVZEE Bt T iHiaBEATESH
MAME(BUZHESTERFABOLEER  BEEMAERTEEXENME). AW,
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINE (A) English Version

Demographical information questions

YV V Vv Vv V V

Date:

Name: D_\\TQ

Current Family Structure: (e.g. —

O

Marital status:

Years of being a single mother:

Educational level:

Occupation:

Number of children:

Children’s ages : (a) first child:

(c) third child:

Contact information: a) phone numbers: (H)

(b) second child:

(d) forth child:

(Cell)

b) address:

Records of medical status a) Parental:

b) Children’s:

Others:
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Open-ended Questions (Sample Questions)

Hello, how are you? First, I would like to thank you for participating in the study. Before we
start chatting, I wonder if you understand the purpose of the study and how will we practicing the
study. In addition, I would like to let you know that you can totally feel free to talk about
anything you would like to share with us. I want to let you know that you are the expert of your

own life, and I am here to listen to your story about the topic.

So, are you ready to start?

Could you tell me your ideas about parenting?

(The following list contains issues that the interviewer would like to touch on if participants

don’t bring out during the interviews.)

» Perceptions of their parenting behaviors/attitudes/beliefs/values

» Definition of parenting

» Interacting with their children

» How do you handle discipline?

» Suggestions and advices to improve other single/divorced mothers and families

» Anything we haven’t talked about that you feel I need to know?

These stories will definitely be very useful for me and help me a lot to conduct my study. I also
would like to thank you for trusting me and sharing these great stories with me. If you feel you
would like to share with me more that you come up with after the interview or you are having

some questions and ideas about the study, you are more than welcome to contact me.

Thank you very much again for participating in the study and I hope you have a great day!
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINE (B) Chinese Version

BREFER

> BHA:
O
> HH:
O L

> BREBRRERS: (B

> IERAREE:

> REBBHRE 000 F

> HERE:

> Bz
> BTHE:
> BFHFE: E—E&F: B ; =BT B
BT % ; EUEX T B
> BMERER: BFE (R) (FH)
Mok

> WEERCER: 1) B

2) M
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> Hit

P A (B )

18yF , BAREEARFIRBERSRERNMRI K. ERMMAKE T , REBTRERR

BREENZMABNREFKNBECAHEREN TH 7 1t RuBRENBEESR

N

LR RBRTP BT USRSV D ZMRBDENRE , EHENDEATAESTRER , B

BERRBRBES , E¥ERECEFHB A

BE , FRECEREFERKRTE?

anp
cvct
/
a’n'iu

BEFEEHRBAENEBNIEER ?

A TARRFIINARRHAREESKRBEED , EXHELRERBEERAT HHED)

> ERZFHENHETHEE/ G/EEE WABHER

> ROEHRHBEFANESR
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> BREZTHECRNER

> ZEES MBI RBE N K2

> ZHERTHMBMEERBHEURENER

> HttZHERCKRNEEN  REEBOMREMRTNS ZNHD

i
=

LB EHRBNMR -—ESERANEY , RUEFENBHEESHRENEELE

HETHSEENEBRCR, BN NREHREFE  CRERMEBRRHTOE

ERHEE , XEERAARRHREEANRED  BFEFBUERBEME, BARHES

BARME R , X HAREEMRE — X,

The Processes of Analyzing the Collected Data

The analysis of collected data is based on the research questions and leading questions
listed on the interview guideline to color the transcribed and translated transcripts of the
interviews. Different colors represent different categories of participants’ narratives. If sentences
or paragraphs could not be categorized or differentiate into categories, the researcher put
descriptions and notes aside the paragraphs for reference and then coded or categorized them
later on. When coloring the sentences and paragraphs from the transcripts, the researcher also
stuck colored post-it notes on the margins aside the sentences and paragraphs for future reference.

The represented colors for each category are listed below:
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1. Parenting attitudes/beliefs/values/behaviors

2. The definition of parenting and mother’s perceived parenting

3. The interaction /relationship with children/extended family and between siblings
(children’s sibling)

4. Emotion Management/ Problem Solving Ability/Coping Strategy

5. Marital issues and condition of the participants (the relationships with family-in-law or
ex-husband or the trauma of marriage dissolution; the adjustment of husband’s death)
*this part usually overlapped with categories No.3 and 4.

. Parental Discipline

Suggestions/advices of others or from the participants about parenting and single-parent-
families

8. Other: a) Financial resources/condition; b) social resources/support; c) cultural context or
traditional customs; d) irrelevant narratives.

Examples of transcripts that has been analyzed:
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Widowed Participant No.I Shu-Chi  2009/06/20 Keelung
Interviewer: Well... You may have people asked you about your parenting style or how you
educate children.... what came to your mind first? Or maybe T should say like this. .. in your
opinion, what's the more important part of education when you hear about this?
Interviewee: The more important part...
Interviewer: Or what's the aspect you would consider first or pay more attention to it? ¥ Chat
Tiwe S

Interviewee: We worked harder than inlax}f“fami.ly..., Sometimes time schedule is.... for

example, I just have a situation that my child just called me and said that he/she can’t find hi

socks... you've heard that, too (Shu-Chi is talking me). So we (I believe that Shu-Chi is talking
= Pusipline
about h:melfunly) trained children bnwme more independent. And then we (Shu-Chi herself
—— ———— pAYﬂ.uﬁ#Mﬁ
only) hope our children can study by themselves and use any possible sources at school because! /1"~
Bl

money. Then we'll let nature take its course depend on their personalities.
——
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Interviewer: So |he ﬁm! ])rian‘g,lI is making them have an independent life.
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Interviewee: Right! Iflhey cnnbe independent, it will be casier for me to make living; cnthcrw:se

I would worry about them all the tis durmg my wurk).a
n( eadly be devadtedfion ﬂd € candickn

For me, my children are qmle young, and my cldcr child is five years older than my second one J halls

so myeldepChild is more independent than the younger mg}\nd she (Shu-Chi’s first kid is a girl)
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	“At this moment, I’ve asked her about which school she wants to enter when she’s a senior high school student. She answered me, “senior high . . . I don’t know what I am going to do when I grow up.” I told her that ‘whatever you would like to do in th...
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	(*) 2--- It is one of the prestigious national universities in Taiwan. The university is famous for its institutes/studies in sociological and linguistics fields. After taking entrance examination exams, senior high school students all decide their fi...
	(*) 3 --- In Taiwan, we usually refer to an elder sibling as brother/sister to show the closeness or simply just a title, where they do not necessarily have to be the sibling.
	(*)  4 --- A worldwide company in Taiwan whose employees receive good pay which proves that their working ability is excellent.
	(*) 5 --- The top ranking of (girl’s) senior high schools in Keelung City
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