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Historiography
■ Stephen Cornell, The Return of the 

Native: American Indian Political 
Resurgence (1988)

 David E. Wilkins and K. Tsianina
Lomawaima, Uneven Ground: 
American Indian Sovereignty and 
Federal Law (2001)

 Donald Fixico, Indian 
Resilience and Rebuilding: 
Indigenous Nations in the 
Modern American West (2013)



Methodology
Primary Sources

■ Congressional laws:
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 
American Indian Religious Freedom Act. 
Indian Child Welfare Act. 
Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968.
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act.
Indian Relocation Act of 1956.
Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act. 
Menominee Restoration Act. 
Public Law 280
Public Law 91-550. 
House Concurrent Resolution

■ Autobiographies of Russel Means and 
Dennis Banks

■ Newspaper Articles

■ Interviews, mostly from Indian Self-Rule: 
First-Hand Accounts of Indian-White 
Relations from Roosevelt to Reagan

Secondary Sources

■ Books

■ Dissertations

■ Journal Articles

■ Documentaries

 Supreme Court Cases:
Antoine v. Washington (1975)
Bryan v. Itasca County (1978)
Federal Power Commission v. 
Tuscarora Indian Nation (1960)
McClanahan v. Arizona State 
Tax Commission (1973)
Northwestern Bands of 
Shoshone Indians v. United 
States (1945)
Oliphant v. Suquamish Indian 
Tribe (1978)
Santa Clara Pueblo v. Martinez 
(1978)
Seymour v. Superintendent of 
Washington State Penitentiary 
(1962)
Tee-Hit-Ton Indians v. United 
States (1955)
United States v. Sioux Nation of 
Indians (1980)
United States v. Wheeler 
(1978)
Williams v. Lee (1959)



Thesis
While the historiography continues to neglect twentieth century federal 
Indian policies in comparison to other centuries of policies, this century is 
particularly important and deserves greater attention because it 
significantly degraded Native American sovereignty during these key 
decades but also demonstrated Native American agency that created 
important policy changes.
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Termination Policy in Congress
• House Concurrent Resolution 108 of 1953 called for 

termination of tribes in Montana, Oregon, Wisconsin, 
Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, California, Florida, 
New York, and Texas.

• Public Law 280 conferred jurisdictional authority over 
tribes in Oregon, California, Nebraska, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin to the states.

Strategic Application International. Native American Sovereignty. Digital 
Image. 2018. SAI LLC. Accessed March 19, 2019. http://sai-dc.com/cops-
pl280/.

Bureau of Indian Affairs. Indian Relocation Brochure. Digital Image. 1956. U.S. National 
Library of Medicine. Accessed March 19, 2019. 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nativevoices/timeline/488.html



Termination Policy in the Supreme Court

■ Exceptions
The decision in Williams v. Lee (1959) 
declared that tribal governments had 
jurisdiction over civil cases because 
state control would place undue strain 
on tribal sovereignty.

The decision in Seymour v. 
Superintendent of Washington State 
Penitentiary (1962) overturned a state 
conviction of a Native American man 
for committing burglary on a 
reservation, stating tribal governments 
have jurisdiction over criminal cases on 
tribal grounds. 

Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation. Date Unknown. Digital 
Image. American Indian Relief Council. Accessed March 19, 2019. 
http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=airc_r
es_id_bandofshos&printer_friendly=1.



Native 
American 
Activism

• The first main form of nationwide Native American 
activism was fish-ins, seen in Washington state. 
Tribes protested against state fishing laws, finding 
support not only in the National Indian Youth Council 
but also in the actor Marlon Brando. Brando would 
eventually refuse to accept an Oscar, instead 
allowing Apache Sacheen Littlefeather speak at the 
Academy Awards in 1973 about the Native American 
struggle for sovereignty. 

• Left: Marlon Brando and Bob Satiacum. Marlon Brando and Bob Saticum. March 2, 1964. Photograph. History Link. Accessed March 
19, 2019. https://www.historylink.org/File/5332.



Occupations
• (Top Right) Occupation of Alcatraz Island: November 20, 1969 to 

June 11, 1971.
Occupation of Alcatraz. 1969. Photograph. Indian Country Today. Accessed May 19, 2019. 
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/archive/today-in-native-history-occupation-of-
alcatraz-island-ends-1RiJb06iOUS8KQMaRSnXWw/. 

• (Bottom Right) Occupation of BIA: November 3 to November 9, 
1972. 
Occupation of BIA. May 5, 1972. Photograph. University of Georgia University Libraries. Accessed 
May 19, 2019. https://digilab.libs.uga.edu/exhibits/exhibits/show/civil-rights-digital-history-
p/american-indian-movement

• (Below) Occupation of Wounded Knee: February 27 to May 8, 1973. 
American Indian Activists at Wounded Knee. 1973. Photograph. Libcom. Accessed May 19, 
2019. https://libcom.org/history/1973-siege-at-wounded-knee



Marches
Trail of Broken Treaties, 1972 The Longest Walk, 1978

Boston, Bernie. Unidentified Participant in the Trail of Broken Treaties. November 2, 
1972. Photograph. Flikr. Accessed March 19, 2019. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/washington_area_spark/8590012643/in/album-
72157633092409518/

Participants in the Longest Walk. 1978. Photograph. National Museum of the American 
Indian. Accessed March 19, 2019. https://blog.nmai.si.edu/main/2016/07/the-longest-
walk-activism-and-legislation-in-indian-country.html.



The Rise of Self-
Determination 

Policy
• One of the most prominent laws through which Congress 

restored tribal status was through the Menominee 
Restoration Act of 1973.

• The Supreme Court newly protected tribes from state 
interference. Antoine v. Washington in 1975 struck the 
application of state hunting and fishing regulations to 
Native Americans. The 1973 and 1974 cases McClanahan 
v. Arizona State Tax Commission and Bryan v. Itasca 
County protected tribes against state taxes.

Top Right: President Richard Nixon returns Blue Lake to the 
Taos Pueblo in 1970. 
Richard Nixon Returns Blue Lake. 1970. Photograph. Nixon Foundation. Accessed March 19, 
2019. https://www.nixonfoundation.org/2016/09/president-nixon-champion-for-native-
americans/.

Bottom Right: Map of Sioux land and the Black Hills in 1851.
Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851. 2019. Digital Image. North Dakota State Government. Accessed 
March 19, 2019. https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-
1920/lesson-4-alliances-and-conflicts/topic-2-sitting-bulls-people/section-3-treaties-fort-
laramie-1851-1868.



Termination Continues

■ Congress
– Did not restore the Pauite Tribe 

until 1980.
– Did not restore the Ponca Tribe 

of Nebraska until 1990, who 
suffered a 57% unemployment 
rate until then.

■ The Supreme Court 
– Decided in United States v. Wheeler 

(1978) that a Native American can be 
tried by the federal courts even after 
undergoing prosecution for the same 
crime in tribal courts. 

– Decided in Oliphant v. Suquamish 
Indian Tribe (1978) that tribal 
governments do not have jurisdiction 
over crimes committed by non-Native 
Americans on tribal grounds.



Alcatraz Graffiti. Date Unknown. Photograph. History Things. Accessed March 19, 2019. https://historythings.com/the-occupation-of-alcatraz/.

Conclusion
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