[UScholarWorks at Indiana University South Bend

The Doves

Chaney, Joseph R.

To cite this poem: Chaney, Joseph R. "The Doves." South Florida Poetry Journal
13: May 2019.

This document has been made available through IUScholarWorks repository, a
service of the Indiana University Libraries. Copyrights on documents in
[UScholarWorks are held by their respective rights holder(s). Contact
lusw(@indiana.edu for more information.



mailto:iusw@indiana.edu

The Doves

In heaven they complain about the doves,

all the doves everywhere dimming God’s light
with translucent feathers and, yes, dropping
chalky excrement on people’s tunics.

There are too many. They make a racket
when they take flight all at once, praising God.
More annoying than the doves are those souls
who draw them to the plazas with hands full
of ambrosia. The doves’ soft wings brush

the enthusiasts’ faces. Senselessness

makes it more popular, and everyone

wants to “fly with the doves,” which is really
only standing tiptoe with arms outstretched
leaning into the wind of the doves’ wings.



