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Since the stonewall rebellion there has been a significant shift in the
attitudes toward Queer/LGBT artists in the USJEven though there is still
a long way to go, several major events in the course of American Queer/
LGBT Art History including censorship of artists, the use of non-
traditional mediums like social practice to increase visibility, and the
introduction of Queer/LGBT Art exhibitions, resulted in this attitude
shift.
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Nightclub in Greenwich village NYC that catered to especially
marginalized Queer individuals including Queer people of color, drag
queens, trans people, and homeless gay youth. raided by the police in
1969 and sparked pushback and protests called the Stonewall Rebellion.
Events considered the starting point of the modern LGBT rights
movement
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At the time of stonewall, there was a large number of out Queer artists
focused on the performativity of gender

Examples are

Queer Costuming in San Francisco- art of the counterculture (think
drag)

Campy works of correspondence group Les Petites Bonbons

Campy- in the style of camp : absurdly exaggerated, artificial, or
affected in a usually humorous way (Merriam-Webster)



Slide 4:

Formation of Queer spaces and safe spaces for Queer individuals to
come together

Still using Camp, allowed those who were blacklisted by Hollywood to
still make works and others to make works with queer undertones
without worrying about being blacklisted
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Continued focus on camp and exploring gender. Depicting lives outside
of what society would consider "normal”, out Queer artists like
Mapplethorpe were finally beginning to achieve notoriety
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Expansion into social practice. Heightened by the beginning of the AIDS
crisis. Also shift of most of Queer art to take into account AIDS crisis
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Artists who specifically make works about the AIDS crisis and their
impending death.

Portrait of ross in LA, perfect lovers, placebo
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While AIDS crisis is unfolding, Queer artists who achieved notoriety are
beginning to be censored. Examples are Mapplethorpe X Portfolio and
The Perfect Moment Show. Any work that is made depicting lifestyles
outside of what society believes is acceptable is met with controversy
and pushback. Comes to a head with some people fighting against
public art funding for these kinds of art
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In the face of controversy other artists continue to push back against
censorship. Catherine Opie depicting sexuality and the gender spectrum
in her work. Part of the culture war, challenging the status quo.
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Referenced Donna Gottschalk Holds Poster at Christopher Street Gay
Liberation Day Parade

Sharon Hayes making work about Queer people not being able to get
married and be fully out without negative repercussions
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Finally, there was the first major exhibition of LGBT works at a
conservative museum using government funds, @ national portrait
gallery, all eras in US history, elevated Queer arts
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Stonewall 50, many different galleries around USA including Leslie
Lohman, New York Library, Contemporary Art Museum in Houston, and
others memorialized the progress that has been made.
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Focus on breaking down the binary and challenging societal norms



