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Moving from Data to Action

• NSSE is more than a 
survey: It’s an agenda 
for evidence-based 
improvement

• Collecting data is the 
easy part!

• This session aims to 
unpack next steps

• A useful lens:
 Current campus issues 

and concerns

Identify 
goals

Gather 
data

Analyze 
results

Interpret 
results

Take 
action

Evaluate
impact



What Fosters The Shift from Data to 
Action?

Connect data to current campus issues and 
concerns



Let’s Practice Applying Data to a Campus 
Concern

• Concern about climate for diversity, or extent to 
which students are engaging in diverse learning 
experiences



Opening Discussion

• Review 
Exercise 1, 
and 
respond to 
the 
questions 

• Discuss 
your 
response. 
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NSSE Data User Examples

• Kevork Horissian and Rita Liu, Bucknell University

• Kathy Harring, Muhlenberg College



Q&A with Presenters

• What questions do you have for 
presenters?

• What fostered their campus shift to 
data use?

• Consider the data exercise -- how did 
your approach compare to what 
Muhlenberg and Bucknell did? What 
action steps did you identify?

• What challenges or obstacles do you 
anticipate?
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