
h e a d  s p i r i t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h u n t e r s . "  
Thus a  b r i e f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N i l e s  b i b l i o -  

g r a p h y  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  c o m p a r a t i v e  and  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h i s  c u r i o u s  m o t i f .  

I n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  N i l e s  s t a t e s  t h a t  

" t h e  mos t  s t r i k i n g  t r e n d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  

I n d i a n  n a r r a t i v e  f o l k l o r e  i s  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

s u b j e c t . "  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  p r o v i d e s  a  welcome 

p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  

o f  s t u d y ,  a n d  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  p a l p a b l y  t o  f u r t h e r  s c h o l a r -  

l y  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s .  

Sources and Analogues o f  t h e  Uncle Remus Ta les .  By F l o r e n c e  

E. B a e r .  H e l s i n k i :  F o l k l o r e  F e l l o w s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

# 228 ,  1980 .  Pp. 167 ,  a p p e n d i x ,  r e f e r e n c e s .  No 
p r i c e .  

R e v i e w e d  b y  E r i c  M o n t e n y o h l  

J o e l  C h a n d l e r  H a r r i s  a n d  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  U n c l e  
Remus t a l e s  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r v a l u e d  b y  A m e r i c a n  f o l k l o r i s t s  

f o r  q u i t e  some t i m e .  P a r t  o f  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  due t o  some 
b o r i n g  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  u n e n l i g h t e n i n g  work  by  l l f o l k l o r i s t s l l  
l i k e  S t e l l a  B r e w e r  B r o o k e s .  B u t  t h e  c h i e f  r e a s o n  goes  b a c k  
t o  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  made b y  E l s i e  C l e w s  P a r s o n s  i n  1919  t h a t  

t h e  f o l k t a l e s  were i n d e e d  f o l k l o r e  w h i l e  t h e  f r a m e s  ( w i t h  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  U n c l e  Remus) w e r e  n o t .  T h i s  a r b i t r a r y  
d i v i s i o n  h a s  been e c h o e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  g e n e r a t i o n s  

o f  f o l k l o r i s t s  ( R i c h a r d  M .  D o r s o n ,  R o b e r t  Hemenway) w i t h o u t  

enough  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  f o c u s i n g  o n l y  on 

t h e  embedded t a l e s ,  seems t o t a l l y  m y o p i c .  The f r a m e  con-  

t a i n s  t h e  n a r r a t o r  U n c l e  Remus, t h e  s e t t i n g  ( n o t  a  p l a n t a -  

t i o n  m a n o r ) ,  and t h e  a u d i e n c e  ( t h e  t w o  l i t t l e  b o y s  a n d  

o t h e r s )  -- t h a t  i s ,  a  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e  t a l e s .  
I f  a  f o l k l o r i s t  o r  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  w i s h e s  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  

t h e  c o n t e x t  as w r i t t e n  i s  i n a c c u r a t e  o r  m i s l e a d i n g ,  l e t  

h i m  o r  h e r  do s o .  B u t  l e t ' s  e n c o u r a g e  f o l k l o r i s t s  t o  con-  

s i d e r  both t h e  p r o d u c t  ( t h e  t a l e s )  a n d  t h e  c o n t e x t  ( t h e  

f r a m e s )  s o  t h a t  f o l k l o r i s t s '  a n a l y s i s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  v a l i d .  



H a r r i s ' s  U n c l e  Remus t a l e s  a r e  l o n g  o v e r d u e  f o r  
d e e p e r  s c r u t i n y ,  a s  i s  h i s  own r o l e  i n  A m e r i c a n  f o l k l o r i s t -  
i c s .  B a e r  c l a i m s  t h a t  U n c l e  R e u s :  H i s  S o n g s  a n d  S a y i n g s  
( 1 8 8 0 )  i s  ' I t h e  f i r s t  s e r i o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  N e g r o  
 folktale^.^' I t  i s  t h a t ,  b u t  b e y o n d  t h a t ,  i t  i s  one  o f  t h e  
s e m i n a l  w o r k s  i n  A m e r i c a n  f o l k l o r e .  The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  book  i n  1880 ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  f u r t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  1883 ,  
1889,  a n d  1892  g r e a t l y  h e l p e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  
A m e r i c a n  f o l k l o r e ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  A m e r i -  
c a n  F o l k l o r e  S o c i e t y  i n  1888 ,  w i t h  H a r r i s  as  a  member. 

8 a e r 1 s  s t u d y  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  s o u r c e  
o f  t h e  U n c l e  Remus t a l e s  ( a n d  i n  a  b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
A f r o - A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l )  -- A f r i c a n ,  E u r o p e a n ,  
o r  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n ?  The q u e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  s i n c e  
t h e  f i r s t  U n c l e  Remus b o o k  ( 1 ) .  T h i s  t o p i c ,  w h e t h e r  f o c u s -  
i n g  on t h e s e  o r  o t h e r  t a l e s ,  l e d  t o  a  s p i r i t e d  e x c h a n g e  
b e t w e e n  R i c h a r d  M. D o r s o n  a n d  W i l l i a m  Bascom. A l a n  Dundes  
j o i n e d  t h e  Bascom camp ( 2 ) .  B a e r ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  Dundes ,  
h a s  done  an e x c e e d i n g l y  t h o r o u g h  p i e c e  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  s e e k i n g  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s o u r c e s  a n d  a n a l o g u e s  o f  t h e  U n c l e  Remus 
t a l e s .  H e r  w o r k  o n  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  t a l e s  i s  i m p r e s s i v e ,  
u l t i m a t e l y  c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  66.3% o f  t h e  t a l e s  a r e  f r o m  
A f r i c a n  s o u r c e s  a n d  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  E u r o p e a n  t a l e s .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  B a e r f s  m o n o g r a p h  s e e k s  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  as  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  A f r o - A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  ( a n d  t h e  U n c l e  
Remus a n i m a l  t a l e s ) ,  a n d  does  s o  q u i t e  m e t h o d i c a l l y  a n d  
e f f e c t i v e l y .  Few s c h o l a r s  n o t  d e v o t e d  t o  H a r r i s ' s  t a l e s  
- - i n  f o l k l o r i s t i c s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o r  A m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s  -- 
w i l l  s i t  down t o  r e a d  t h i s  w o r k  f r o m  c o v e r  t o  c o v e r .  I t  

i s  an e x h a u s t i v e  w o r k  a n d  an e x h a u s t i n g  t a s k .  R e a d i n g  t h e  
t w o  i n t r o d u c t o r y  e s s a y s ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  t o  b e  u s e d ,  a n d  t h e  a p p e n d i x e s  w i l l  b e  s u f -  
f i c i e n t  f o r  m o s t  u s e r s .  

T h e r e  a r e  some p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  s t u d y .  F i r s t ,  
a n d  by  d e s i g n ,  B a e r  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  on 
J o e l  C h a n d l e r  H a r r i s  ( s e e  pp .  1 3 - 2 5 ) ( 3 ) .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  
t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  U n c l e  Remus b o o k s  a n d  i g n o r e  
H a r r i s ' s  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  c r e a t e  
some m i s c o n c e p t i o n s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n  pp .  137-8,  B a e r  
r e l a t e s  t h a t  H a r r i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  U n c l e  Remus 
b o o k s  i n  1 9 0 5  w i t h  T o l d  b y  U n c l e  Remus, b u t  t h a t  H a r r i s  
h i m s e l f  e x p r e s s e d  m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t  t h e i r  q u a l i t y ,  and ,  



t h e r e f o r e ,  "from t h i s  po in t  on the  Uncle ?emus s t o r i e s  
must be viewed witit some cau t ion . "  This i n t r o d u c t i o n  f a i l s  
t o  cons ider  why Harr i s  took more than a  decade-long break 
from Uncle Remus (1892-1905). Could i t  be r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  
change in  a t t i t u d e  toward American f o l k l o r i s t s  and American 
f o l k l o r e ?  Nor does i t  t ake  i n t o  account t h a t  dur ing  those  
y e a r s ,  not  only d id  Har r i s  cont inue a s  a  newspaper e d i t o r  
(1892-1900). but t h a t  he publ ished 15 boows. inc lud ing  
s e v e r a l  f o r  c h i l d r e n  without Uncle Remus and t h e  Middle 
Georgia d i a l e c t .  The second problem c r e a t e d  by B a e r l s  
focus i s  t h a t  she has adopted Richard Chase ' s  anthology 
of Uncle Remus t a l e s  f o r  convenience. In doing s o ,  she 
apparen t ly  adopts  the  s t a n c e  of Parsons,  Dorson and o t h e r s  
t h a t  only the f o l k t a l e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  f o l k l o r i s t s .  
In compiling the  anthology,  Richard Chase omi t ted  from the  
p u b l i c a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s e t s  of proverbs ( 4 ) .  s e v e r a l  
songs,  and a  whole sheaf of c h a r a c t e r  ske tches  ( 5 ) .  There 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the  focus  of American 
f o l k l o r i s t s l  on the  animal t a l e s  compiled b y  Richard Chase. 
B u t  converse ly ,  t h e r e  i s  no excuse f o r  i g n o r i n g  t h e s e  o ther  
genres .  The impl ica t ion  o f f e r e d  b y  many Caerican fo lk -  
l o r i s t s  i s  t h a t  the animal t a l e s  a r e  the onlv p u b l i c a t i o n s  
of J o e l  Chandler Har r i s  which a r e  c l e a r l y  i o l k l o r e ,  and 
t h a t  may not be so .  

Even w i t h i n  t he  animal t a l e s  much more uork remains 
t o  be done. Baer ' s  l lAfterwordstl  r e f l e c t s  upcr t h e  changes 
i n  the  f o l k t a l e s  over some twenty y e a r s ,  from : i r e c t  African 
or  European descent  t o  tlAmericanizedll v e r s i o - 5 .  Here i s  
f e r t i l e  ground f o r  s tudy .  B u t  Baer ba re ly  mentions the 
tremendous change i n  n a r r a t i v e  s t y l e  demonstrated i n  the  
course of the  Uncle Remus books. In the e a - i y  books the  
framework i s  r a t h e r  s p a r s e ;  Uncle Remus i s  :he l a r r a t o r  
and the  f o l k t a l e  i s  the  focus .  The e n t i r e  q a r r a t i v e  i s  
p r e c i s e .  F i f t e e n  o r  twenty years  l a t e r ,  c'e n a r r a t i v e s  
a r e  verbose,  w i t h  much more emphasis on the  ;pame. Uncle 
Remus has become a  n a r r a t o r  and a  c h a r a c t e r .  

This monograph provides  s c h o l a r s  of Arne-ican c u l t u r e  
w i t h  a  c l e a r l y  w r i t t e n  and methodical ly  p r o ~ ~ c e d  s tudy of 
t h e  o r i g i n s  of the  Uncle Remus animal t a l e s .  B u t  a s  Alan 
Dundes himself s a y s ,  "not every s c h o l a r  c a r e s  t h a t  much 
f o r  o r i g i n s  ... The important  ques t ions  a r e  h : i  ( t h e  t a l e )  
f u n c t i o n s  f o r  the  people who t e l l  i t  now and what does i t  



mean t o  them and  what  c a n  i t  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  a n x i e t i e s ,  
i d e o l o g i e s ,  and  w o r l d  v i e w l l  ( p . 1 1 ) .  I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  J o e l  
C h a n d l e r  H a r r i s ' s  own v i e w  o f  f o l k l o r e  a n d  f o l k l o r i s t i c s  
( b y  1 8 9 2 )  p l a c e d  h i m  w e l l  ahead  o f  h i s  t i m e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  ( p . 8 6 ) .  H a r r i s ,  t o o ,  g rew 
t i r e d  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  t a l e s .  I n -  
s t e a d ,  he  t r i e d  t o  f o c u s  on  g o o d  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  f i n d  p e r -  
f o r m a n c e s .  I t  i s  t i m e  we l e a r n e d  t o  a d o p t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  
a s  w e l l .  

NOTES 

1. See t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  N i g h t s  u i t h  U n c l e  Remus ( 1 8 8 3 )  
f o r  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how many p e o p l e  h a d  a l r e a d y  c o n t a c t e d  
H a r r i s  w i t h  t h e o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  t a l e s .  

2. See t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  B a e r ' s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  f o r  Bas.com, 
D o r s o n  a n d  Dundes f o r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d e b a t e .  A  g o o d  o v e r v i e w  
i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  A d r i e n n e  L a n i e r  Seward,  !!The Legacy  o f  E a r l y  
A f r o - A m e r i c a n  F o l k l o r e  S c h o l a r s h i p 1 1  i n  R i c h a r d  M. D o r s o n  
( e d . )  Handbook o f  A m e r i c a n  F o l k l o r e  ( ~ l o o m i n g t o n :  I n d i a n a  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

3. T h i s  i s  compounded b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B a e r  f a i l s  t o  c i t e  
i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  e i t h e r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  H a r r i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  
( R .  B r u c e  B i c k l e y ,  J o e l  C h a n d l e r  H a r r i s :  A R e f e r e n c e  G u i d e ,  
1 9 7 8 )  o r  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  w o r k d s  on  H a r r i s  w h i c h  w o u l d  seem 
o b v i o u s  ( B i c k l e y l s  o t h e r  w o r k s  on  H a r r i s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) .  

4. The p r o v e r b s  were  p u b l i s h e d  o r i g i n a l l y  as I T P l a n t a t i o n  
P r o v e r b s , "  December 9, 18 ,  25 ( 1 8 7 9 )  i n  t h e  A t l a n t a  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n .  

5. F o r  f u r t h e r  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s k e t c h e s  a n d  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  U n c l e  Remus, I recommend 
my t h e s i s ,  I1From O l d  S i  t o  P l a n t a t i o n  S t o r y t e l l e r :  The 
E v o l u t i o n  o f  U n c l e  RemusIt (M.A., U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  




