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Collin David

Mechanical Mania
(2022)

Duration: ca. 8 minutes

Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bb Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
3 Percussionists
Harp

Strings

Program Notes

Mechanical Mania seeks to depict the rag-tag and unruly movement of mechanical creations, such as the dated animated
representations of robots and modern advanced machinery. A rhythmically stimulating piece, the music creates the same
spontaneity inherent to technology with rhythms and sounds that mayat times be predictable, but at any moment might
break form unexpectedly. The ideas of predictability and groove are important to my compositions, as they help connect

the performers with the audience and makes the breaking of the groove much more effective. There are various continuous
elements or motives which create a backbone texture that slowly grows throughout the piece leading to very hectic and
energetic climaxes where numerous underlying elements morph into new and expanded ideas. Time is an essential element
to Mechanical Mania and the time signatures and different time signature “feels” help maintain this. I think of time signatures
as different feelings of the beat, where the main time signature (the one the conductor is beating) is for measure duration only
and the instruments can play in different time signature “feels” without needing to notate the different time signatures.
Another way of saying that the feel or beat created by the instruments may not match the conductors patterns. The grooves are
often separated by sections, where one group of instruments will be playing in one time signature feel and another group will
be playing in a different one. While not of a malicious nature, the “mania” of the piece embraces chamber music elements by
giving sections of the orchestra moments to demonstrate unique elements of those instruments, sometimes interrupting what
was going on.
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