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Ehaab D. Abdou. Education, Civics, and Citizenship in Egypt exam-
ines how civic education and citizenship curricula in Egypt shape young
Egyptians’ civic attitudes and engagement through their interactions with
historical narratives and discourses. It explores the educational curricu-
lum’s role in promoting an inclusive society, making it a crucial read for
educators, policymakers, and researchers interested in the intersection of
education, social justice, and civic engagement. The book offers practi-
cal recommendations for developing more inclusive approaches, thereby
enhancing understanding of the relationship between students’ historical
consciousness and their civic engagement.

In Chapter 1, Abdou extensively engages with previous theoretical
frameworks to explore fundamental questions about national identity and
the impact of historical narratives. He scrutinizes the criteria that define
a nation and identifies which historical narratives are deemed legitimate,
particularly within the Egyptian context. By drawing parallels with inter-
national settings, such as Canada, Abdou situates these issues within a
broader global framework. A pivotal theme in this chapter is the concept
of the “master narrative,” wherein governments employ formal curricula to
standardize and legitimize specific ideologies. The chapter also examines
how students assimilate historical knowledge both within formal educa-
tional settings and in informal social contexts, and how they reconcile the
frequently conflicting national narratives they encounter. The analysis is
underpinned by references to prominent social theorists and historians,
providing a scholarly foundation to the arguments presented.

In Chapter 2, Abdou offers a historical overview of Egypt’s educational
system and curriculum from the 18th century to the present. This chapter
explores the aspects that have remained unchanged and those that have
evolved. Through this historical analysis, Abdou highlights the persistent
tension between secular and religious education to understand the factors
that have contributed to the development of the education system. Abdou
discusses the challenges of including topics such as the 2011 and 2013
revolutions in the Egyptian curricula. This chapter sets the foundation for
understanding the historical context and ongoing challenges in making
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the educational system more inclusive and representative of Egypt’s diverse
society.

In Chapter 3, Abdou conducts a detailed analysis of how Egyptian
youth interact with the official history curriculum through interviews
with 39 students. He explores whether factors such as gender, region, and
religious background influence participants’ perceptions of the nation’s
history as presented in the official curriculum. Participants were asked
to draw a picture symbolizing their understanding of Egyptian history,
providing visual representations of their historical consciousness. Draw-
ing on Risen’s typology, which categorizes historical consciousness into
traditional, exemplary, critical, and genetic types, Abdou argues that these
existing frameworks do not fully capture the complexities specific to the
Egyptian context. To better capture these complexities, he introduces three
critical tendencies: the Critical Unreflective, who critique the master narra-
tive but lack interest in defining an alternative; the Critical and Reflective,
who demonstrate self-awareness and reflect on their position and under-
standing; and the Critical, Reflective, and Power-Aware, who not only
reflect on their knowledge but also recognize the power dynamics at play
in shaping historical narratives. Abdou asserts that these distinctions pro-
vide valuable insights into the study of individual historical consciousness
in Egypt. They highlight the diverse and complex ways in which young
Egyptians engage with and reinterpret their history.

In Chapter 4, Abdou examines how historical perceptions of young
Egyptians influence their identities and, consequently, their civic atti-
tudes. The chapter begins by discussing how the omission and misrepre-
sentation of history aftect young Egyptians’ approaches to understanding
their past. The author then introduces additional nuances to the historical
consciousness typology proposed by various scholars, thereby providing
a more comprehensive framework for analyzing these perspectives. The
author suggests that employing a flexible approach will enable research-
ers to remain open to nuances that may emerge from different contexts.
By examining the responses of several participants, the author illustrates
how these young individuals’ interpretations of their Egyptian identity are
influenced by their historical awareness. The 2011 revolution is presented
as a pivotal political event that many young Egyptians experienced first-
hand, significantly impacting their civic engagement and participation. The
author further explains how the alteration of this contemporary historical
event within the narratives promoted by ruling regimes has led the youth
to question the authenticity and legitimacy of both ancient and modern
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histories. This critical examination of historical narratives fosters a sense
of skepticism among young Egyptians regarding the historical accounts
endorsed by authorities.

In Chapter 5, Abdou argues that although previous research has sepa-
rately offered valuable insights into historical narratives and civic engage-
ment, integrating these frameworks offers significant advantages. This
integration facilitates the exploration of the relationships between indi-
vidual approaches to historical narratives and their civic engagement and
actions. Such an approach fosters a deeper understanding of the dynam-
ics of critical and transformative citizenship, providing educators in the
Egyptian context with pedagogical tools. Abdou’s objective is to present
a more holistic and guiding framework. Furthermore, he suggests that
the insights gained from the Egyptian context might be relevant to other
contexts, especially non-Western and non-democratic countries. By doing
so, Abdou highlights that much of the current literature and theories are
predominantly based on findings from Western contexts and analyzed
through Eurocentric perspectives.

In Chapter 6, Abdou provides a detailed summary of his research
findings. He clarifies the main approaches that shape participants’ under-
standing of historical narratives. He also highlights the importance of his
study by offering reflections and recommendations for scholars, aiming
to develop a more comprehensive framework and pedagogical tools that
demonstrate how historical consciousness can influence civic engagement,
particularly within the Egyptian context. Abdou advocates for a critical
engagement with dominant discourses, urging developers and educators
to adopt more inclusive pedagogical methods and classroom practices. He
emphasizes the necessity of incorporating narratives from religious and
ethnic minorities and suggests including various perspectives on historical
narratives to promote a more holistic approach to history.

Additionally, he recommends featuring role models and historical
figures, such as ancient Egyptian female rulers, with whom students can
identify. Abdou calls for a balance between the desired historical skills and
content and underscores the importance of preparing teachers to critically
engage with prevailing discourses. These enhancements are essential for
creating a more inclusive and comprehensive educational approach that
reflects diverse perspectives. Such an approach to history is expected to
shape civic engagement and actions among young Egyptian people, fos-
tering a deeper understanding of their identity and encouraging active
participation in their communities.
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While the book offers valuable recommendations, it could benefit from
a more thorough exploration of the practical challenges associated with
implementing these changes. Key factors such as political will, resource
allocation, and teacher training are essential for successful curriculum
reform. Additionally, the role of non-formal, civic education through
media, family, and youth organizations could be explored in greater depth.
'The book includes international examples, but a broader comparative anal-
ysis with other countries facing similar challenges could provide additional
insights and strengthen the arguments presented.

Overall, the book is well-structured, and the author demonstrates
excellent organization. Readers can select specific chapters without feeling
compelled to read the entire book, as each chapter stands independently.
This approach enables readers to select topics of interest without com-
promising context or understanding. Additionally, the author provides
separate references at the end of each chapter, enhancing accessibility and
making it easier for readers to locate sources and further information.
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