Editorial

n a rather unremarkable way this special issue brings together two deeply

misunderstood and misrepresented themes: Africa and Muslim educa-

tion. Unremarkable, because as articulately expressed and described in
this volume, Islam and Muslims are deeply etched into the African milieu,
reverberating across a kaleidoscope of tradition and culture. Africa has
always known the presence of Islam’s vibrancy in much the same way as
Islam has always enjoyed a sense of belonging in the sacred primordiality
of Africa’s soil. And yet this vibrancy has largely been obscured. This issue
contributes to changing the discourse of casting Africa under a dark, unciv-
ilized veil to justify the colonization not only of her people but her soul. It
sheds a new light on various Muslim communities and more specifically
on education and brings into question the misinformed constructions of
Muslims as the archetypal “Others.” If the West is progressive, modern,
educated, and rational, then both Africa and Islam must be backward,
uncivilized, uneducated, tradition-bound, irrational, and obsolete—in
need of both liberation and re-civilization.

Together with Christianity, Islam is the most common religious affilia-
tion in Africa, followed by several traditional African religions. Islam consti-
tutes a majority religion in many African countries, especially in the north of
the continent. In Mauritania, Somalia, Algeria, and Morocco, at least 99%
of the population is Muslim. As of 2019, 16% of the Muslims worldwide
live in sub-Saharan Africa, while 20 % of them live in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) region (Statista, 2022). In this issue, scholars from
the continent, Muslim and non-Muslims alike, share their work to bring
attention to current educational experiments and challenges. It is true that
not all regions are represented here, and this issue does not bring to light all
of Africa’s many diversities in education, but we believe it opens the door
for discussions on topics pertinent to Muslim learners and sheds light on
educational matters on the continent.

This special issue is not only about reawakening African voices on
education in Muslim communities. These voices have always been unwav-
ering in both their preservation and perseverance. We recognize the long-
standing (oral) traditions that serve as the foundation for a volume such
as this. Nevertheless, this special issue is about proclaiming a body of
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knowledge that has long given shape and meaning to what it means to
be Muslim and African—revealing a remarkable cradling of one another.
How knowledge is valued, normalized, and disseminated plays a critical
role in the construction of hegemonic identities, and in the end, whose
lives matter. Consider, for example, debates on which is the world’s first
university. Commonly, preference is given to the University of Bologna
in Italy, established in 1088 as the oldest university in the world. Situated
in Fez, Morocco, however, is the University of al-Qarawiyyin, which was
founded by Fatima bint Muhammad Al-Fihriya Al-Qurashiya, in 895. On
offer at the University of al-Qarawiyyin were philosophy, astronomy, and
mathematics taught by teachers who included Al-Idrisi, Ibn Khaldun, Ibn
al-Arabi, and Leo Africanus. Between the 12th and 15th centuries, the
university attracted students from Africa and the Middle Eastern territo-
ries as well as Europe. It was the first institution to award degrees accord-
ing to different levels of study, in Islamic studies, mathematics, grammar,
and medicine. And yet, not only does the presumption of universities as a
European creation persist, but scant attention is afforded to the influence
of Islamic scholars on Western thought.

This issue is especially significant to us as an editorial team, least
because it is the first special issue for JEMS. Alongside our commitment
to mentoring traditionally excluded and marginalized voices, we see this
special issue as yet another first for JEMS—one that we hope will stimulate
renewed ideas and perspectives on Muslim education in African contexts
as well as elsewhere. We are privileged to provide incredibly rich and
diverse contributions from an array of scholars. We open from the south
with a special article, Yusef Waghid’s “Re-imagining Muslim Education
and Cultivation of Democratic Citizens in South Africa.” He argues in
defense of zaarrufas a conception of education that can engender equitable,
pluralist, and dissonant human relations, much needed to enhance South
African Muslims’ legitimate and genuine integration into a democratic
society. We follow this with two contributions from the north. One is Jillali
Nakkam’s “The Impact of the Flipped Classroom on Students’ Performance
in Grammar in Moroccan High Schools: A Mixed-Methods Approach.”
Nakkam’s study found that students had positive opinions about the inno-
vative pedagogy of the flipped classroom, which enabled them to promote
skills of active learning. As such, the study seeks to enrich the ongoing
discussion about the educational reform in Morocco that emphasizes the
shift from a teacher-centered model of instruction to student-centered
learning. The other is “Girls’ Empowerment in Rural Upper Egypt: A
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Comparative Study Between Community and Government Schools,” by
Fatma Abdelkhalek and Ray Langsten. The authors conclude that whether
the girls attend community schools or the mainstream government primary
schools, they are largely in agreement with the traditional attitudes of their
parents, which reflect the norms of their surrounding environment. To
Abdelakhalek and Langsten this finding suggests that community schools
in Egypt may no longer be transformative but rather adaptive.

Louis Jinot Belle, Muzzammil Hosenally, and Mohammad Shakeel
Cassam Atchia contribute an article based on the analysis of the Map-
ping the Terrain study, part of the III'T’s Advancing Education in Mus-
lim Societies (AEMS) initiative, highlighting the extent to which key
human values associated with the three levels of consciousness—namely,
open-mindedness, responsibility, and sense of collaborative collective—
are present in the Mauritian education population. The study adds to our
understanding of the values that are fundamental to the development of
human beings in general, and to students in particular. Next is “Learning,
Learner Rights in Nigeria, and the Katsina Edict on Almajiri Education,”
by Saheed Ahmad Rufai. The author describes the Almajiri system as an
inclusive education system for which each geopolitical zone in Nigeria
should be encouraged to have its own customized curriculum formulated
from the national framework. Moreover, a regional Almajiri curriculum
generated from the national framework based on formulations grounded
in theoretical foundations and best practices in curriculum designing for
specific settings has the potential to facilitate the attainment of SDG 4
(a major goal of The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals) with
its numerous indicators and targets. We conclude the articles with Vincent
Favier’s “The Association des Etudiants Musulmans du Niger (AEMN):
Shaping Good Muslims, Producing a Muslim Elite Islamic Activism in
the Educational Landscape in Niger.” By focusing on the underexplored
Islamic associations that have been created in Niger since the 1990s, Favier
seeks to fill this gap with an extensive analysis of the social and religious
activities of the AEMN and their impact on the Université Abdou Mou-
mouni de Niamey (UAM). Additionally, we are very excited to include
a review essay, “Historical Development of Muslim Education in East
Africa: An Eye on Kenya,” by Ali Adan Ali, and five book reviews as well
as a deeply insightful conversation between our book reviews editor, Alyaa
Ebbiary, and Rudolph Bilal Ware, a historian of Africa and Islam.

Lastly, we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to Alyaa Ebbiary
for her tremendous contributions to JEMS over the past two years. We wish
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her well as she embarks on new endeavors in forging her academic career.
To continue the journey, we are welcoming Isra Brifkani as our new
book reviews editor. Isra obtained her doctorate in education from Middle
Tennessee State University. She has over 15 years of experience in educa-
tional research and practice. Her research focuses on the significance of
holistic education approaches to teaching and learning. She enjoys collabo-
rating with researchers and practitioners in the field to foster a paradigm
shift and inspire renewal in education.
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