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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Department of English     4310 E. Saratoga Dr. 
Ballantine Hall 442      Bloomington, IN 47408 
Indiana University       812-322-6910  
Bloomington, IN  47405     rshiggin@indiana.edu 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 

• PhD, English, Indiana University, 2009 
            Certificate in Victorian Studies 
            Minor:  Cultural Studies 

• MA, English, Indiana University, 1998 
• BA, Literature, University of California, Santa Cruz, 1994 

 
DISSERTATION 
 

• Title: “Feeling Like a Clerk: The Emotional Economy of the Lower Middle 
Class in Dickens, Gissing, and Wells” 

• Committee: Andrew H. Miller (chair), Patrick Brantlinger, Ivan 
Kreilkamp, D. Rae Greiner 

 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED 
 

• “Feeling Like a Clerk in H. G. Wells,” Victorian Studies 50.3 (Spring 2008).       
      Special Issue: “Victorian Emotion.”  Guest editor: Rachel Ablow 
• “Waste and Value: Thorstein Veblen and H. G. Wells,” with Patrick      

Brantlinger, Criticism 48.4 (Winter 2007) 
• “London on Stage: The Urban Melodrama of George Sims,” Literary    
      London: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Representation of London 4.1 (March      
      2006)  

 
REVIEWS PUBLISHED 
 

•  Review of Masculinity and the English Working Class: Studies in Victorian          
   Autobiography and Fiction, by Ying S. Lee, and New Men in Trollope’s Novels:   
   Rewriting the Victorian Male, by Margaret Markwick. Victorian Studies 51.4  
   (Summer 2009)  

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS  
 

• Department of English Teaching Fellowship, 2009-2010 
• James A. Work Award for the best graduate student in English, 2008 
• Fellowship to attend Dickens Universe Summer Seminar, University of 

California, Santa Cruz, 2007 



 

• Departmental Semester (Niekamp) Dissertation Fellowship, Spring 2007 
• Department of English Travel Grant, 2006 
• Victorian Studies Dissertation Fellowship, 2005-2006 
• College of Arts and Sciences Conference Scholarship, 2000 
• Mary Gaither Best Essay in British Literature Prize, 1999:  “‘Golden glory 

and the long shadow’:  George Eliot and the Problem of History” 
• Department of English Travel Grant, 1999 
• Mary Gaither Best Essay in British Literature Prize, 1998:  “Rules of the 

Game: Surveillance, Knowledge, and the Rationality of Empire in 
Kipling’s Kim”  

• College of Arts and Sciences Graduate Fellowship, 1996-1997  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 

• “The Clerk and the Political Economy of Emotion in Charles Dickens” (IU 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference, “Transmission, 
Translation, and Relocation,” 2009) 

• “The Modernity of the Clerk: Trust, Pleasure, and the Ethics of 
Subordination in Our Mutual Friend” (The Dickens Project, Winter 
Conference, 2008) 

• “Rethinking Shame: From Exile to Sociality in George Gissing” (Midwest 
Modern Language Association, 2007) 

• “The Emotional Epistemology of the Clerk in H. G. Wells” (North 
American Victorian Studies Association, “Scientia and Techne,” 2006)  

• “‘I had far better have called it Waste’: Producing Knowledge in H. G. 
Wells’s Tono-Bungay” (The Dickens Project, “Victorian Waste,” 2000) 

• “Nation, Empire, and the Crisis of Masculinity: Reading the British 
Periodical Press, 1898-1900” (Victorians Institute, “Framing the 
Victorians,” 1999) 

• “Tricks of History: Hong Kong Cinema and the Culture of 
Disappearance” (IU Conference in the Humanities, “Relocating 
Borderlands,” 1999) 

 
TEACHING 
 
Teaching Fellow, Indiana University, 2009-2010 

• E303: “Histories of Feeling: Literatures in English, 1800-1900” (1 section) 
• W350: “Issues in Social Media and Open-Source Culture” (Writing-

Intensive Course, 1 section) 
 
Graduate Assistant, Indiana University, 2008-2009 

• L202: Literary Interpretation 
• L332: Romantic Literature 
• L369: Studies in Jane Austen 
• L371: Critical Practices in Literary Study 

 
 
 



 

 
Associate Instructor, Indiana University, 1997-1999, 2004-2006 

• W170: “Country, City, Suburb: Locating Ourselves in the Popular 
Imagination” (Writing-Intensive Course, 3 sections) 

• W231: Professional and Technical Writing (3 sections) 
• W131: Basic Writing (2 sections) 
• W131: Elementary Composition (3 sections) 
• L142: Introduction to Literature and Composition: “Comic Literature” (1 

section).  Teaching Assistant.  (Lectured on Dickens’s Pickwick Papers.) 
 
WRITING AND EDITORIAL POSITIONS 

 
• Asst. Sponsoring Editor, Indiana University Press, 2002-2004 

Sponsored titles include: The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine 
Visibility in the 1920s; Asian North American Identities; Cruel Delights: 
Enlightenment Culture and the Inhuman; Oxbridge Men: British Masculinity 
and the Undergraduate Experience; The Dream of the Perfect Child; Is There 
an Ethicist in the House?: On the Cutting Edge of Bioethics 

• Managing Editor, Victorian Studies, 2001-2002 
• Editorial Assistant, Victorian Studies, 2000-2001 
• Publicity Assistant, Indiana University Press, 1999-2000 

 
SERVICE 
 

• Co-Organizer and Fundraiser, Victorian Studies Lecture Series, “New     
Directions? The 19th Century in the 21st,” 2000-2001.  Invited speakers: 
Catherine Gallagher, Garrett Stewart, Christopher Herbert, Audrey Jaffe, 
Dino Felluga, Emily Allen 

• Graduate Studies Policies Committee, elected student representative, 
1999-2000 

• Co-Organizer, Works-in-Progress Series, Victorian Studies Group, 1999-
2000: James Eli Adams and Allen Salerno, Mary Favret and Melissa 
Gregory 

• Conference Committee, IU Conference in the Humanities, 1998 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE  
 

• Developed curriculum for Independent Readings in Cultural Studies: 
“Massification and Culture.”  Advisor: Michael Curtin 

•    Co-Developed curriculum for Individual Readings in English: “Literary 
Spatiality.”  Advisor: Jonathan Elmer 


	Higgins 2
	CV

