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PROCESSING EMBRYOS 
 
 For all unhatched eggs, we want to know why they did not hatch.  Were they 
infertile in so far as we can detect?  Did development abort spontaneously?  Were they 
lost to a puncture etc.?  The idea is to ask how often females incubate eggs that do not 
hatch and the pressure that might put on them to associate with fertile males. 
 
 There is a manila folder with data sheets and an instruction sheet prepared by 
Tracey on how to separate yolk and albumin from embryos in eggs that did not hatch.  
Tracey and Ellen can give you instruction.  It is critical that the eggs not break before 
they are opened and that there be no confusion as to the nest that gave rise to unhatched 
eggs.  So carry your eggs in something like a film canister stuffed with cotton and be sure 
to label! 
 
 In brief, you need to open the egg over a watch glass and slide the contents away 
from the shell.  Then you need to add distilled water and/or alcohol to see the embryo.  
You need to fill out a data sheet and note whether you find an embryo or not.  The 
decision needs to be made at the time the egg is opened.  This is not a job that should be 
postponed because if there is an embryo, it is dead and decaying and we want to preserve 
it. 
 
 If you do find an embryo, please preserve it for DNA.  Please keep the upper half, 
put it in a large eppendorf, label it, and place it down in the -72 freezer.  Be sure to wear 
gloves around that freezer and not to touch any cold surfaces when you are not holding 
gloves! 
 
 Perhaps one of you could make a point of researching whether there is some kind 
of vital stain that can be added to an egg that appears to be undeveloped to see whether it 
was fertilized. 
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