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GOALS FOR JULY/AUGUST 1992  
(revised from 1991) 

 
REQUEST:  WOULD EVERYONE PLEASE RE-READ THE DOCUMENT, "SO YOU 

FOUND A NEST" 
 
 

1.  Complete collection of DNA samples, including any new families, any adults that we 
missed early in the season, and any neighborhood adults that we have failed to 
bleed. 

   
2.  Complete measurements of nestling masses, female mass, and male mass at 

fledging.  AT FLEDGING, PLEASE BE SURE TO CONFIRM IDENTITY OF FEEDING 
MALES AND TO CHECK IMPLANT STATUS!!!!! 

 
3.  Complete measurements of relative survival of fledglings of T-pairs and controls. 
 
4.  Get enough hormone samples from T-males to show that the implants worked in 

1991. Continue to collect blood for CBP. 
   
5.  Begin (July 15th) to remove implants from males of both treatment groups.  Get 

end-of-season measurements on all adult males of three dependent variables:  
hematocrit, blood cell types, and sperm density with lavage (see below).  

 
6.  Begin to mark juveniles and to determine oversummer recapture rates for adult 

males and females of both treatment groups by mistnetting.  We may try to 
determine the sex ratio of a randomly captured group of 75 juveniles using 
laparotomy (or focus on the critical wing lengths, yet to be decided).  If the 
blood slides are possible, then e should get some slides for juveniles as well. 

 
7.  Data summary and analysis:  fitness correlates sheets, fledgling censuses 

summarized to determine number surviving (a job for ZIG), and maps.   For each 
section of the study area we need a neat map, drawn on the pre-prepared grid 
maps, indicating locations of nests, nest IDs, members of pair, etc (very 
important to do before the summer is over). 



5.  Physiological measurements on males caught in late summer.   
 
 I am still hoping to get some new kinds of data this summer and our greatest 
opportunity lies with adults we catch in our nets from here on out.  I want us to lavage 
these males (Samrrah gets good slides so please have her write out how to do it), take 
one microhematocrit tube of blood to determine packed cell volume with the 
microhematocrit centrifuge, and take a drop of blood to make a slide the way Fran's 
class is doing (this will require training from them, but I am hopeful that we can learn 
how to do it in time to get some slides this summer.) 
 
 
6.  Marking juveniles 
 
 a.  net locations 
 
 As much as possible, we want to space our nets evenly along the trails and use 
traditional net and trap sites, so we can compare samples across years.  It is important 
to keep a record of net hours and trap hours, so we will have some index of the effort 
expended.  Zig has made up a means for record our efforts that he will explain. 
 
 b.  measurements to be taken 
 
 We also need to standardize the data we gather on birds, both in terms of the 
variables we measure and the way we make the measurements.  As always, we need to 
measure wing, tail, tarsus, mass, fat class, covert molt, eye color, and presence or 
absence of a brood patch or cloacal protuberance. As always, decisions need to be 
made regarding each bird's sex (M, F) and age (N, N/J, J, A,Y, A,O).  You all should 
make a conscious effort to confirm that your methods are identical, e.g. measure each 
other's birds, calibrate an object of know mass against one another's pesola balances,  
fat class the same bird independently, etc.  These calibration steps are very important, 
please do not overlook them and repeat them periodically.  Zig and Val should be 
considered the gold standard because they have contributed the most to our long-term 
data set. 
 
 Each time we handle a bird, we need to note whether we have done anything to 
harm it.  If you think you have done something that makes it unlikely that the bird will 
be caught again, e.g., broken its heal, you must indicate this on the banding sheet at 
the time of capture.   
 
 If we go out to catch a particular bird "on purpose," e.g., because we needed to 
remove its implant, then we must make a note to that effect.  This is so we can 
eliminate such birds from the sample when we analyze the data base later for 
seasonally varying population structure.  Birds we set out to catch on purpose cannot 
be treated as caught at random.  



 
 Please continue to follow Zig's guidelines about putting new captures on 
separate banding sheets than recaptures and keeping juveniles separate from adults.  
This hugely simplifies the task of reporting our activities to the banding office and 
makes it easier to enter the data into the computer.   
 
 It is also important to continue to record all encounters with birds on the 
banding sheets, even if the encounter is recorded in some other way.  That is, if a bird 
is bled, then that fact is noted on a bleeding sheet, but that does not relieve one from 
the responsibility of recording the encounter on a banding sheet. 
 
 c.  sightings 
 
 Sightings remain one of the most difficult categories to deal with.  Sightings 
should be recorded on banding sheets that contain only other sightings, not captures.  
Sightings should have some statement regarding how certain the observer was about 
the identity of the bird seen, e.g., "perfect view of bands in excellent light," or "certain 
of left foot, but the red of the right foot could have been orange." (don't be like Russ 
:-)) 
 
 Attempt to match the sighting to a band number immediately.  Sightings that 
are not associated with band numbers are not useful.    
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