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State of Indiana, Department of Geology and Natural Resources. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., January 28,1902. 

HON. W. T. DURBIN, Governor of Indiana: 

DEAR SIR-In accordance with the ·provisions of the law under 

which the Department of Geology and Natural Resources was organ

ized, I have the honor to submit to you herewith the manuscript of 
the Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the said Department. The con

tents of the report pertain very largely to the economic resources of 

the State and embrace the results of the work accomplished by the 

different divisions of the Department during the calendar year 1901. 
• 

Respectfully yours, 

W. S. BLATOHLEY, 

State Geologist. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

The first paper included in this volume, entitled "The Mineral 
Waters of Indiana," gives the location and describes the character 
of the waters of more than 80 mineral wells and springs in different 
parts of the State. These mineral waters comprise one of the im
portant Natural Resources of the State, which, in the future, will 
be much more appreciated than in the past. Those of two or three 
localities have already become so noted as to attract many thousands 
of visitors each year from all parts of the United States. A number 
of other springs and wells of the State have water,s which are as 
valuable and worthy of increased public patronage as those of these 
better known resorts, and it is to be hoped that the present report 
will lead to their being brought more prominently to public' notice. 

The preparation of a paper on the' "Medicinal Properties and Uses 
of Indiana Mineral Waters," was entrusted to Dr. Robert Hessler, 
of Logansport. Dr. Hessler 'is well qualified for the task, both by 
education and ewerience. He was for two years Assistant in Chem
istry in the State University at Bloomington and is thoroughly ac
quainted with the chemistry of mineral waters. His intimate knowl
edge of pathology, of the science of the causation and nature of 
disease, is attested by the fact that for three years he was instructor 
of pathology 'in the Medical College of Indiana and pathologist to 
the Indianapolis City Hospital, and subsequently tO'the Central Indi
ana Hospital for Insane. 

While on a recent tour through Europe, Dr. Hessler paid especial 
attention to the subject of health resorts, visiting many to see their 
location and surroundings and to note their methods of treating' 
diseases. Ris remarks on foreign health resorts ¥,e, therefore, based 
on personal observation. 

In his paper, Dr. Hessler treats the subject of the medical prop
erties of our miner,al waters and the indications for their use in an 
original manner, one that can not fail to be useful to anyone inter
ested in the question of what mineral waters will do and what they 
will not do. As the doctor himself has said: "The amount of igno
rance displayed in regard to the requirements of the human body 
in health and in dis'ease is something remarkable." It takes a medi
cal man to occasionally show us how little we know about the body 
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in health and in disease, and his advice to employ some good physician 
when we are ill, and be guided by his advice, is no doubt correct. 

"A Geologic and '1'opographic Section Across Southern Indiana," 
is the title of an interesting and valuable paper by Prof. J. F. N ew
som, formerly Assistant Professor of Geology in Indiana University. 
The paper and accompanying maps are based upon two seasons' field 
work done by Professor Newsom and a company of students. The 
section crosses the dri£tless area of the State, where the outcrops 
of the different formations can be easily studied. The region crossed 
embodies all the different formations represented in the State, and 
the section is the more interesting on that account. 

A paper on "The Petroleum Indus,try in Indiana in 1901," gives. 
in detail the developments of that growing industry in the State 
during the year. It is accompanied by statistical tables which, had 
their value not been impaired by delayed publication, would doubt" 
less have been of much interest to a large number of citizens' who 
are financially interested in the oil wells of the State. 

The remaining papers comprise the Reports of the State Mine 
Inspector, the State Supervisor of Natural Gas, and the State Super
visor of Oil Inspection for the calendar year 1901. 
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