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Literature has a long standing tradition of bringing ignored topics to 
light in revealing ways, and in the high tension debate of gay 
marriage, the issue of hermaphroditism and pseudohermaphroditism 
must be acknowledged. Jeffrey Eugenides is incredibly thorough and 
accurate in his portrayal of pseudohermaphroditism and how it 
affects a child. His term “middlesex” is used to describe Cal, a child 
who is a pseudohermaphrodite. 
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