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‘Ulu (breadfruit)

'Ulu is the tree of life for many
cultures worldwide. In old Hawai'i,
'ulu was valued for the raw
materials it giffed. In addition to
being a favorite food, 'ulu was
used medicinally to heal skin
conditions, relieve sciatica and
freat headaches. The timber was
used fo construct canoes, buildings
and everyday household goods.
The millsy gum was used fo caulk
canoes fo make them watertight.
Kapa (bark cloth) and cordage
was created from the inner bark.
The male inflorescences were
used fo create shades of yellow,

tan and brown dyes.
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About This Report

n many ways, this publicarion (and the garhering on which ir was based)
pay homage fo the worlk of some of the Fund for Folk Culrure’s grantees, including
‘Ano ‘ano Aloha, the California Indian Baskerweavers Associafion, the Northern
Forest Cenrer, Nuesfras Raices, and Tohono O'odham Community Action. Over the
past several years, the FFC has seen these and other groups strive to develop holisfic
approaches in supporting the communifies they serve — approaches in which
cultural conservafion, environmenral srewardship, and economic development

are viewed as a whole.

In November, 2003, we brought representafives from these organizarions rogether
with others from diverse baclgrounds fo discuss holistic approaches o culrural
conservarion, environmental stewardship, and sustainable livelihoods, and o
identify the common concerns underlying the varied worls of diverse fields. Present
ar the garhering were community acfivists and organizers, culrural practirioners,
funders, policy makers, arfists, economists, follslorists, environmenralists, and
individuals steeped in communirty development. Envisioning Convergence
chronicles much of thar discussion, outlining the value of inclusive or holistic
approaches, as well as the obsracles impeding their use (parficularly in rural areas);
providing a wealrh of straregies for communities and organizarions fo enhance

a climare of supporf; and recommending ideas for furure action ar rhe local,

regional, and nafional levels. We offer it as a starfing poinf for confinued discussion.

As you read rhis report, you will norfice threads of coommon ideas thar run

rhroughout, principles thar we hope will guide such furure discussion.

Bring Culture into Discussions of Sustainable Environmental and Economic
Development Policy. Culture is the "glue,” the shared values and meanings thar
bind us rogether, that shape our lives and, indeed, shape our attitudes abour
development and srewardship. Yet, it is this infangible dimension of culture rhar
is frequently ignored in public policy discussion, where culture is too often seen as

a "soff” ropic or an impediment fo progress, however thar may be defined.



Redefine the Bottom Line. Real communiry well-being requires more rthan
simple financial investment. There are mulfiple and somefimes compefing
boffom lines of value. The long-ferm virality and viability of communifies and
habirar depend on broadening our sense of value, our unirs for measuring value,

and our sense of fime.

Develop Policies and Strategies that Integrate People and Place.
This common-sense observafion recognizes thar the viabiliry of culrural herirage,
environment, and livelihood are fied o broader social, polifical, economic,

rechnological, and environmental facrors rthar are inferdependent.

Recognize the Value of Local Knowledge and Ensure Meaningful
Community Participation. Top down development and environmental policies
which do not account for the communifies affected are usually ineffective ar
best and destructive ar rheir worst. Moreover, they waste opportunities to draw
upon fhe creativity and wisdom of local residents and fo harness this energy

through democraric processes and pracfice.

The anrhropologist Margarer Mead once remarlsed, "Never doubr rthar a small
group of thoughtful, commirred people can change the world. Indeed, ir is the
only thing that ever has." At the Fund for Folls Culrure, we have always believed
in the power of garhering small groups fogether ro share knowledge and
resources, and fo galvanize ideas for furure acrion. We hope the efforfs of this
small group will be useful and inspiring o orhers, and we lools forward o

carrying rhis conversafion forward with many parfners.

Betsy Peterson

Execurive Director

Fund for Follk Culture




Common Concerns

pen a newspaper roday and you're bound fo run across it — word of
yer another rural community, ifs populafion ebbing and desperare for jobs, facing

a Fausfian bargain:

Tiny Harpswell, Maine (pop. 5,239) recently defeated a proposal that would have
offered it a “financial lifeline,” for example, but at incalculable cost. By erecting a $350
million natural gas processing plant on a nearby inlet off Casco Bay, two multinational
energy companies would have brought the community several hundred short-term
construction jobs and 50 long-term slots. But they would also have infroduced huge

7w

tankers and underwater pipelines to the Maine coast’s “narrow, rocky channels,”

threatening the area’s chief industry, lobstering. As one of the hamlet’s small

businessmen explained his opposition, "l won't be displaced from my lobster bottom. "

The “clash of culrures, economic interests, and environmental concerns”?
Harpswell faced is no longer an isolared experience, said more than fifty culrural
pracrifioners, coommunity and economic development representatives, economists,
efthnographers, environmentralisrs, folklorists, and policy experfs who gathered in
Santa Fe, November 6-7, 2003.

The Fund for Folls Culrure (FFC), a nonprofit organizafion dedicared o

supporfing the dynamic pracfice and conservarion of follkk and fradifional arfs



and culture in the Unired Stares through granrmalking, convening, and
publicafions, brought this broad cross section of individuals fogether affer
warching a growing number of organizarions, including some of irs own
granfees, striving fo develop infersecrional approaches fo support community life
and development in such insfrances. Knowing thar many of these organizarions
were unaware of each other’s worls, the FFC saw an opporfunity fo host a forum
where represenrarives from diverse fields might share informarion, concerns,
and sfories, and shape the beginnings of a common language and agenda

for collective action. As those whom the Fund assembled in Sanra Fe agreed,

what happened fo Harpswell, Maine is happening everywhere ®

The Global Situation

The depletion of resources and obliteration of culture are linked, and are
rampant worldwide. "Culrures cannor survive if the environment on which rhey
depend is laid wasre or impoverished,” the former Secrefary-General of the

United Nations Javier Perez de Cuellar warned in a 1995 call for action.

By 2025 the U.N. estimares world populafion will have climbed to eight billion,
up from six billion in 2000. Thar will pur enormous strain on water, energy, and
other narural resources, given the agriculrural expansion required ro supporf
such an increase. Ninefy per cent of warer drawn for human use now goes

ro agriculture, and abour half of all weflands have already been losr

(as well as 20% of the world's 10,000 known freshwarer species).”

As Jack Loeffler, a folklorist, radio producer, and conference participant,
described the magnirude of the problem, “we will have eradicared much of
rhe habirar [we need] before we've even starfed thinking abour what kind

of habirar ir would ralke fo sustain fren million of us in this counfry alone.”

Reflected in Rural America

While U.S. cities have manifold problems, this world-wide crisis is most directly
felr in our rural areas, where large fracfs are under government confrol,

and eking our a living has never been easy. Already the U.S. Department

of Agriculrure’s Economic Research Service classifies many rural counties as
"government-dependent” in cifing facrors rhar drive their economies (the ofthers
being farming, mining, manufacruring, services, and non-specialized).® Policy
designarions are even more illuminafing: rural areas are “refirement destinarion
counries, federal lands counties, commuring counries, persistent poverty
counties, and fransferdependent counties.”” Growing numbers of migrant

waorlsers are seffling in rural areas, where in rthe past they sought our




cifies. Increasingly, rural communiries are aclknowledged ro be under grear siress,

profoundly affecred by urban cenfers and global marlkers.

Only one in five Americans lives in thar landscape roday, but the image of rural
life confinues fo inspire our collecrive imagination. Why? In parf because the
cultural tradifions of our diverse populafions have their roofs in rural experience.
"The music, food, visual arts, foll fales, crafts, and orher cultural manifesrations of
disrinct rural groups have contribured profoundly fo the larger American culrure.”®
Even as chronic poverty grips generafions of residents in our large rural regions, the
nafion confinues fo point fo rural places as a source of such values as economic

independence, just rewards for hard worls, commmunity cohesion, sfrong families,

RN

and close fies to the land. The rural U.S. is America’s “field of dreams.”

This disconnect berween myrh and reality is significant. Nor only is it breeding a
new culture of shame, of decline, of feeling left behind, as Stephen Blackmer,
President of the Northern Forest Center reported; if also does nof face rhe fact thar
sfrands in the fabric of American life are fraying almost beyond recognifion.

As Chuck Fluharty, Director of the Rural Policy Research Instifure ar the University

of Missouri, remarlsed, “Rural hopelessness is srronger now than I've ever seen if.”

The social inequity of some lives thriving ar the expense of orhers, the degradafion
of the environment, the oblirerafion of species, and the accelerating threar of
culrural extinctions along America’s back roads are linked, said conference-goers.

And the situation deserves our combined atfenfion.

GRS
; Above Left: Aerial view of sludge dam ar
Ells Run, Wesr Virginia.

Above: "Big John,” the dragline, loading rocks
and dirt info two rock frucls ar the Samples
mounrainfop removal site in Cabin Creelk,
West Virginia.

Lefr: Billboard erecred as part of the

Wesr Virginia Coal Associarion’s adverfising
campaign fo counter criticisms of mounrainfop
removal mining and coal’s delererious

effects on air and warer qualiry.
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Forces at Work in the Rural Environment

A number of dynamics are combining
fo create circumstances thar render rural
communities vulnerable. Some examples:

Global market forces are prompting
shorter cycles of industrialization
and de-industrialization, rendering
once sturdy middle class enclaves
continuously vulnerable.

The experience of Clinton, Virginia is
fypical — a fown in fransition, as people
there put it, for half a century, as one ser
of jobs affer another has vanished. "Coal-
mining worls dwindled with aufomation.
Textiles decamped for Latin America.

The county lured Nexus Communications,
only fo have it go bankrupt three years
later in the dof.com implosion. A new day
seemed ar hand when online vacation
company Travelocity signed a six-year lease
fo operate a call center in the abandoned
Nexus building.” Now it, too, is pulling out,
routing ifs calls through India. "I've never
worlsed harder fo stay in the same place
in my life,” says Charles Yates, head of

the Virginia Coalfield Economic
Development Authority.?

Power imbalances are draining
communities of their assets.

Ar the conference Jack Loeffler recalled
how the Hopi were induced not only o
allow strip mining of their sacred sifes, but
also the use of precious Pleistocene warter
from their Black Mesa aquifer for a “slurry
line” (a pipeline through which water is
propelled) thar would deliver the coal

fo a generating plant. The purpose?

To provide Arizona with energy fo pump
water from the Colorado River, ostensibly
for agriculture — environmentalists had
rejected the idea of erecting dams at
either end of the Grand Canyon.

Ar some point these resources will be
deplered, as well as despoiled. Meanwhile
only 25% of the power goes fo central
Arizona’s fields. Too expensive for farmers,
the rest lights up Las Veegas.

Native Americans have endured the

inequity of such arrangements for

generations. Now it is happening fo others,

as well. Tensions in managing the natural

environment — between users of natural
resources, lilke farmers and foresters,
and those mainly interested in

preserving narural amenities — are placing
stress on rural communities,”® in particular.
Power imbalances foo often characterize
these situations.

People are finding themselves at
the mercy of last-ditch options.

Attracting the proliferating defritus and
least desirable elements of our economy —
poultry farms, feed lofs, waste dumps —

is big business in rural America, said
conference participants, even though
most in some way degrade the local
environment, growing the gap in the
quality of life known by the very rich

and the very poor.

"With 2.2 million people engaged

in carching criminals and putting and
keeping them behind bars, '‘corrections’
has become one of the largest sectors
of the U.5. economy, """ for example.
Appalachian counties in Virginia, West
Virginia, and Kentucky have sought our
nine prisons, despite the facr that posting
a sign outside a community describing
it as home fo a prison changes forever
the community it was.

The commercialization of values and
culture that attend our growth economy
are threatening our diverse traditions
and languages with extinction.

Recently the law caught up with thieves
who had been looting Death Valley
National Parls for five years, removing
cultural artifacts of priceless archaeological
value — pottery shards, clay figurines,
basker fragments, hand-held grinding
fools, pendants, even a human skull.
"Archaeological crime has gone corporate, ”
a resource coordinafor for the Arizona
Srare Museumn in Tucson admitred.

"A lor of the old stewards of the land

were ranching families, bur the economy
forced them ro sell.”

"....Now rhe commercial looting
companies are gefting confracts and
excavating the sites with bulldozers and
backhoes. ...Entire pueblos, such as the
600-room Bailey Ruin, have been removed
in recent months....And after a good year
of rain, grasses come up and you'd never
know anything was ever there. "

Elsewhere the plunder is more subtle:
community fraditions brealking down as
people becore more transient, forced to
follow jobs; languages dying our as young
people literally buy into mainstream
culture. Only now are we beginning fo
recognize the value of wisdom regarding
ecological relationships that is encoded

in these languages, which, lilkke the species
they describe, risk extinction.™



Underlying Issues and Obstacles

Orther factors pull otherwise complementary
inferests our of alignment, exacerbating
rural America’s problems.

Individual vs. group orientation

The American dream is one of rugged
individualism, with the law enshrining it
in matters of property as well as liberty.

Above: Head of Black Mesa Defense
Fund Jack Loeffler (lefr) and Presidenr of
Friends of the Earth David Brower (right)
view a coal shovel ar worls ar the borfom
of the Blaclk Mesa strip mine. The Black
Mesa mine is operared by Peabody Coal
Company on a lease of Navajo and Hopi
Indian land of some 100 square miles.
Black Mesa is sacred to borh Hopi and
Navajo people.

As building bloclss of equity, individual
land and fee simple home ownership
malke group or community ownership
less attractive. "This whole country is builf
on property rights,” as a conference
particioant poinfed out, and owning

a home, even a trailer, is "a powerful
dream.” Conventional economics also
focus on rhe individual, nor the collective.

Dominance of the western economic
paradigm

The "western economic gpproach does nor
regard the world as alive, bur rather, as a
machine producing limitless resources,
Sherry Salway Black, Senior Vice President
of First Nations Development Institute, noted
in @ paper commissioned for the Santa Fe
gathering. Corporations are propelled by
the economic imperative of turning habirar
info money, which threatens the environ-
ment by favoring short-term exploitation
over long-term stewardship. They also

fend rowards growth and consolidation,
aggregating fo the few and usually non-
local. Mariset forces thus create patferns
that render many vulnerable.

Conference participants agreed that small
'c” capiralism and markets offer useful
mechanisms for sustainable livelihoods if
they’re managed in a sophisticated manner.
Bur they aclknowledged thar small, vital
operations offen have difficulty with the
forces of consolidation. Globally, the
long-term prospects are nor good: the

U.N. reports that for now declining food
prices are benefiting consumers and
improving nultrition in developing countries,
bur the frend is unsustainable over the
long ferm because the potential fo expand
crop production is limited and threarens
orher ecosystems.”

Silo approaches & the fragmented
nature of policy-making and funding

"The US.D.A. is the only federal institution
focused exclusively on rural concerns, bur

a huge range of federal, regional, stafe,
and local agencies is also involved and uses
‘an equally diverse range of criteria fo
determine service regions and eligibility for
government action,” Dee Davis, President of
the Center for Rural Strategies in Whitesburg,
Kentucky, and a conference participant,
writes in "A Rural Perspective.” "Indeed
rural policy” could just as easily be written

in the plural; it is the aggregate of dozens
of different agencies’ guidelines and
inifiatives so that understanding it is akin

fo assembling a jigsaw puzzle. "'

Silo gpproaches also impede cooperative
efforts. The jargon of academic disciplines
and the fendency of many academics o
dismiss community-based knowledge, the
propensity of public and private funders fo

stalke our narrow areas of focus, rensions
between the theoretical and the practical,
and the rerritorial nature of research —

all contribute to the problem.

Misperception, skepticism, and inertia

"Rural people and places in America are
poorly understood and largely neglected
by the people who write, speaks, and
thereby influence attitudes abour social
problems and public policy, " another
particioant, Emery Castle, Director Emeritus
of the Rural Studies Program ar Oregon
Srare University in Corvallis, notes in The
Changing American Countryside: Rural
People and Places. As Davis points o,
‘the dominant perception is thar rural
America equals farming, ” but if's noft frue:
‘manufacturing and service have a far
greater impact on the economic health

of most rural communities than does
farming.” Moreover, “important differences
exist in economic structures, race and
ethnicity, and finally, cultures.

For some residents of rural areas, lack of
experience with small-scale democracy, of
having a say in one’s own future, creares
debilitating cycles of dependency. As a
participant explained, "What we have are
people who might want fo change and
realize something is wrong, bur have lost
the ability and optimism — the capacity.”

The pace and dichotomies of change

"The major problem facing individuals
and communities in a rapidly changing
world is that of promoting and adjusting
fo equitable change without denying
rhe valuable elements in traditions, “*°
Javier Perez de Cuellar has suggested.
And the dynamics of progress are such
that adapting is almost a daily necessity.

Change creates incongruities of gain

and loss, as conference participants noted
repeatedly. Children of Navajo families
who protested the strip mining of Blacls
Mesa in the 1970s are now drag-line
operators. As members of the mineworlsers
union, they make good wages, and
many are anti-environmentalisr —

‘the final irony, “as one nored.

As another aslsed, "How do you reconcile
such conflicting absolures?” "That's the
heart of it.”



Profile: Angelo Joaquin, Jr.
The Consequences of Culfural Loss

S0 pervasive is culture thar we rarely see it ar worls in our lives. Angelo Joaquin, Jr.
was surprised o find how liffle he appreciared his heritage as a Tonono O’odham

(Desert People) when he fraveled fo Washington, D. C. in 1980 with his father's

Below: Tohono O'odham farmer
examining corn.

waila band, The Joaquin Brothers. Their performance ar the 42nd Narional Folk

Fesrival was negotiared by Angelo, who also served as spolsesperson for the band.

For the first fime in his life, he "didn’r feel sfrange and our of place” mingling
among almost 250 fellow dancers and musicians — Appalachian sfep dancers,
Cajuns, people from Nova Scofia. Warching and listening, he recalls thinking how
much culfures hold in common, especially after "abour thirfy of us gor rogether
one night and rallkked abour rhe role music plays when someone dies.” He also

remembers realizing how much there is o learn.

Anrhropologists speals of culrure as a sef of beliefs, ideas, understandings, and
rradifions thar are handed down from one generarion fo anofher. Joaquin, Jr.
suggests if is more subtle than that. If's frue that the Tohono O’'odham Himadag
(reachings on how o live your life) describe planfs and animals as being equal o
humans, worrhy of profound respect, and of all life becoming anorher kkind of
energy af dearh, so thar the remains of all life forms must be accorded the respect
they're given in life. Bur as Angelo describes the way Narfive Americans deal with
the onslaughts of change and outside influence, culfure is a kind of prorective filrer,

a process of revising and balancing, almosf organic in narure.

“Today we have ar our fingerfips a lor of information from rhe internet,” he

poinfs out. “What heartens me is how the O'odham narfion brings in elders fo help
young people undersrand it.” Classrooms are moved fo the desert so thar sfrudenfs
can learn how fo use ftheir senses in considering why one kind of soil is berrer

for malking pots, or why a particular genus of free attracts animals. “Traditional

lknowledge fills in around the scientific. They enlarge each other. If's a meld.”

We absorb such new informarion according fo our experiences and sysfems of
belief, says Joaquin, Jr., describing how differently two communifies view a
memorial on his reservation. He grew up believing the "Children’s Shrine” sifs on
the sire of "a hole in the ground thar suddenly starfed spewing warer, flooding all
the desert villages,” and thar ir honors four children who were offered as a sacrifice,

on fhe advice of medicine people, fo end the flood.

In confrast, Anglo farmers living along the northern edge of the reservarion thinls
the sfory involves rhree young people rather than four, and a droughr,

10 not a flood. "For them nofr enough warer is the issue,” nofes Joaquin, Jr.,



“while for Deserf People, foo much water is a carastrophe.” The differing numbers
reflecr differing framewaorks of belief, four being a sacred number for many
southwestern Native Americans and three being a common symbolic number in

Christianity and many Anglo-European culrures. Place gives rise to viewpoint.

As adaptive as it is, culfure shouldn't be rhrearened by “progress” — so long as
rradirions sfill thrive. Sarellire TV dishes cropping up in villages doesn't worry
Joaquin, Jr. He simply aslss, "Are the ceremonies sfill raling place? Are prayers sfill
being offered?” However, when fraditions are obliterared, so is the psychological

resiliency rhey provide for individuals and commmunities.

He offers a stark example in the loss of the "Salr Run,” the rirual by which a young
O'odham fraditionally moved from boyhood to manhood, before borders between
the U. 5. and Mexico were drawn and rthe O’odham nation still sfrefched to rhe

Sea of Corfez.

A young man would run all day for days, sfopping in the evening for ceremonies
and rest ar a camp set up by elders. Says Joaquin, Jr.: “lmagine what it must have
been like for a Desert Person accustomed fo only seeing a lof of water during
rainy seasons, affer being physically stressed for so long, to finally stand before
warer sfrefching as far as the eye can see!” En roure home, he would collect salr,
collecred and hardened among the dunes farther inland, as a rolken of his
passage. "Bur foday we no longer have thar rirual of fransition,” he laments.

"Now gangs do it. Sadly, they're offen perceived to be the ones who offer ways

for young boys to become a man.”
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*Davis and Marema 9.

" Castle 3.

®Davis and Marema 2.
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Promising Trends

hile those who gafthered in Santa Fe described circumstances of
common and urgent concern, they also poinfed fo frends thar give cause for

hope — if we can summon fthe will fo build on them.

These frends suggest thar borh experts and communifies realize thar our
economic growth and development paradigm, which promofe the maximizarion
of production and consumpfion using nonrenewable resources, “are widening
gaps berween rich and poor, increasing poverty, degrading the environmen,
destroying sociefies and culrures, and sapping the human spirit.”" In response,
they are spearheading efforts fo offser such bleals impacts by reinvigorafing local
confrol, slowing the rafe ar which resources are used, or rethinking whar

constifures “value.”

Businesses are creating new value via sustainable practices.

Ar the global level “regularory pressure, social activism, and consumer preferences
have encouraged producers and marlseters fo provide a range of susrainably-
produced forest products, including fimber, coffee, and fruir.” In paying rwice the
marlker price for coffee fo a Mexican farmers’ co-op, for example, and displaying
"Fair Trade Certified” seals on ifs paclkages ro offer proof that ir paid a living wage
fo the growers, Vermont's Green Mountain Coffee Roasfers joins many other

businesses supporting the Fair Trade movement.



Small scale examples are also abundant. Renewing the Countryside, a nonprofit
headquartered in Minnesota, maintains a web site® thar showcases people
worling fo enhance their rural communifies and regions. Among 160 examples
currently lisred is a solar greenhouse thar uses recycled sink and shower warer
fo irrigare ifs planfs. For more information on such projects, including how

fo become involved in Renewing rthe Countryside’s Story Project, visit

www.renewingrhecountryside.org.

More countries are moving to establish protected areas.

The U.N. reports that "o protect nafural ecosystems and biodiversity and the
services they provide, countries are increasingly esrablishing nafure reserves,
narional parks, and wildlife sancruaries.” Many of these reserves are providing
the basis for the rapidly growing eco-fourism industry, which can finance their

mainfenance and provide employment.

In the past decade the U.S. has seen a growing number of heritage fourism
inifiarives join nafional parks as such affractive rourist desrinarions. They bring
parks, arfs organizafrions and development agencies togefther. The Blue

Ridge Herirage Inifiafive is one of abour two dozen national heritage areas

now working fo preserve and mainfain borh culfural and narural resources.

A partnership of over ren agencies spearheaded by the North Carolina Arfs
Council, ir spans North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia. And there are
likely ro be more soon, as rthey provide an appealing way fo work with urban,

as well as rural, communities. Rivers of Steel ® in southwestern Pennsylvania,

Above: A Hmong gardener participares in an
Exrension effort ro help Hmong immigrants
become esrablished in Minnesora. Circa 1980,
Dalkora County, Twin Cities area.




runs programs relared fo the region’s historic role as Sreel Making Capiral of

rhe World for 100 years, for example.

People are formulating new measures of progress.

Midway through the 20rh cenfury, people began fo realize the Sysrem of Nafional
Accounts, GNP, GDP, and ofher leading economic indicarors do not caprure the
enfire picture of human welfare. Early alternarives incorporared social facrors by
adding the value of unpaid and household producrion. Bur by the lare 1970s,
posf-economic policy fools were proliferafing, as well — environmenral impact
sfarements, social impact assessments, fechnology assessments, and employment
impact assessments, among them. As economies worsened in the 1980s, budgert
deficifs, high infreresrt rares, unemployment and frade balances were increasingly

seen as the real metrics.

The U.N. has consistently soughr fo insfifure alfernarive indicarors of progress for
development. In the 1970s ir proposed the Basic Human Needs indicaror, which
focused on how well nafions are meefing the needs of their poorest cifizens.
More recently, liferacy, life expecrancy, infant morraliry, purchasing power,

human freedom, and environmenral damage have become measures.

Many in the U.S. now recognize concepts of “blended value” — thar is, economic,
social, and environmental value as one seamless whole that cannor be
disaggregared — and are promofing new indicarors. The nonprofit Redefining
Progress worlks with a broad array of partners fo shiff the economy and public
policy fowards sustainabiliry as the overriding value, for example. In 1991 a
volunfeer group formulared measures for the city of Searfle rhar included “air
quality, percenrage of children living in poverty, wild salmon runs, bicdiversiry,
renewable energy generared, and percenfage of the popularion rhar used the
library or donared blood, among orher things.”” The Northern Forest Cenfer has

crafted a similar “wealrh index” for northern New York and New England.

The value of formal indices is considerable. As a child development expert

14 noted in suggesfing we have a CWI — a child well-being index similar fo




rhe GNP — whatr such indices do is “inspire larger culrural shifts in the way

Americans respond fo problems, such as feenage pregnancy.”®

Increasingly the frame for looking at economic and community
development is one of region, community, and place.

"The old race fo rthe bottom doesn’t worls in economic development anymore,”
Chuck Fluharty rold the Santa Fe garhering. "Now there are instifutional
infermediaries.” In fact, the infernational Organization for Economic Co-operafion

and Development, based in France, already undersrands thar policy malkers
Nuestras Raices, Inc.,

Holyoke, Massachusetts

need fo move from looking ar secfor fo looking ar place, and has begun worling

on a governance sfrucrure thar will encourage government agencies and
With support from several foundations
including the Fund for Folls Culture’s

Partnerships in Local Culture program,
The nonprofit secror is also carving our complementary approaches. Since 1994, underwrirten by the Ford Foundarion,

the Ford Foundation has invested $20 million in the Rural Community College Nuestras Raices, Inc., a grassroors
community organization promoring

Iniriarive (RCCI), designed o help community colleges "develop their impoverished sustainable development, established the

non-governmental organizarions (NGOs) ro worlk together in thar frame.

Plaza of the Centro Agricola. The Plaza is

modeled after the town centers of Puerfo
straregic planning and ream building through a Leadership Institure.”” The Kellogg Rico and Lafin America, and hosts ourdoor

regions by improving access fo higher educarion, and by offering fraining in

events such as flower shows, music events,

Foundation’s Leadership for Community Change focuses on “the commmon good”
and festivals. The project has developed

in building local leadership capaciry. food and agriculrural micro-enrerprises in
Holyolse's Latino community, establishing
As conference-goers suggested, all of these frends are good news for the rural cerrified kirchen facilities and greenhouses,
and a horticultural mentoring program for
youth growing fraditional Latino specialry
various approaches, share informafrion, and bring the good news ro more of them. crops. El Jardin Bakery, fearuring organic
ingredients and a brick wood-fired oven,

communifies thar dor the U. S. countryside. The challenge is fo connect these

JARDIN LA PIEDRA

Above Left: Jose "El Indio” Rodriguez shows
off peppers from his garden.

Leff: Christian Nieves and Edwin Velasquez
display lefruce ro be sold ar the farmers'
marker.

Right: Yourh from the Holyolse Boys and
Girls Club planfing their garden on a nice
spring day.

and La Plaza Restaurant, serving Puerfo
Rican and American cuisine, draw from
rhe communiry garden’s harvest, and
support the preservation and advancement
of Puerro Rican cultural heritfage. To

learn more abour Nuestras Raices, Visir
WWW. NUESITQS-TQICES. OrQ.

Right: A view of the Centro Agricola cenrer
for micro-enrerprise and communiry
building. The Centro Agricola is home

to five businesses: La Plaza Resraurant,

El Jardin Bakery, Sofrito El Cielo, Borinquella
Carering, and the Nuestras Raices
Greenhouse - and a variety of community
Qcrivifies, educarional programs, festivals,
yourh programming, and more.
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Bioregional Thinking:
Promoting a
Holistic View

"Bioregional” thinking, now abour
rwenty years old, complements all of this
inclusive, infersectional worls. It recognizes
thar problems occurring in one place in a
large region (say, a specific warershed)
may have further ramifications in one or
more other parts (i. e., "downstream
effecrs”).”° Bur ir also goes a lor further
as a system of thought, as a conference
particioant explained. The bioregionalist
says, "When you look ar the environment,
you [must] also looks ar culrure in the
environment and the level of reciprocity.”
Thus, bioregionalism not only embraces
ecological concerns, bur also ponders
social, cultural, economic, and political
issues.”" It wishes to move away from our
looking ar land as being either a piece

of "real estare” or a mere resource base.

‘Bioregionalism serves fo ground
environmental thought in the real
circumstances of everyday life. Ir demands
that people connect their livelihood fo
their sense of place. Whether it be an
experiment in community fechnology,
sustainable agriculture, urban forestry,
permaculfure, or restoration ecology,

or the simple, practical idea of home
recycling, these practices represent
hands-on environmentalism, the everyday
dirty worls that allows communities fo
collaborate, fo experiment, and fo
develop a collective ecological identity.””?

Profile: Sharon Clarke
Reversing the Trend of African American Land Loss

Along the Carolina coasts, loss of land has meant loss of culture and community
for many African Americans. “Successive generations live on shared property. Land
was and confinues fo be passed on as a kind of commons. Ir is part of the culrure
thar binds people info communiries,” says Sharon Clarle, a folklorist and Culrural

Projects Manager for The Conservation Fund's North Carolina office.

"Each heir has the rights fo a share of the whole, bur no one person has a deed o
a specific porfion,” she notes. “Thar practice leads ro problems thar offen resulf in
the loss of the land and fragmentarion of communities of all sizes, small and large,

rural and urban.”

In the land-based cultures and economies of the Southeast, land ownership was
the key fo personal, economic, and culrural power. Owning one’s self and the
land one worlsed were imporrant keys fo economic prosperity and mainfaining
culrural fraditions. After the Civil War, newly freed African Americans valued land
for more than ifs economic worfth: ownership brought them auronomy and self-
suffiency. Land ownership is the reason for mainfaining freasured customs, foo.
With ownership come lessons abour srewardship like learning how fo rurn whar

looks fo most like a weed, info a cough remedy or salve o soothe a burn.

The causes of African American land loss are complex, bur there are recognizable
parrerns of discriminarion and infimidarion. Even with proper legal documentation,
valued land is rargefed for sewage frearment plants, milirary installations, roads,
or businesses fhat bring promise, bur nor always the reality of new, better jobs, efc.
Uninfended consequences can be just as destructive and the problems are not
always from outside. Failure ro prepare wills or deeds, family disagreements,

and misunderstandings are also facrors in loss of family owned lands.

Coastal weftlands rthar were avoided are now considered valuable by outsiders
wanfing warerfronf vacafrion homes. The environmenral movement shares

some responsibility for pushing people off their land as well, by urging



preservarion over sustained conservarion in already inhabired communiries

and by not listening fo the accumulared knowledge of generarions. Clarlse nores,
"The environmental challenges are nof just abour the so-called ‘environmental
racism’ associared with industrial sires, some of ir has fo do with the elifist culture
of the environmenral movement. Working landscapes are being replaced by
leisure landscapes. The fransformarion resulrs in the loss of culrural knowledge

and communities.”

Working with The Conservation Fund, some African American communifies

are beginning ro explore the ways in which rheir cultural rradifions are linlked o
narfural resources and using rhat fo strengthen their communifies for rhe furure.
The prospects are daunting bur many rural commmunities are facing the challenge
and seelking new solutions fo economic and culrural prosperity. Some are even

making plans fo regain land thar has been lost.

Above Right: Ociea Hill of Creswell,
Washingron County, North Carolina sows
seed for a fall crop of collard greens.

Above: Quilr by Eliza Liverman, Tyrrell
County, North Carolina. She is the morher
of Ociea Hill.

' Sherry Salway Black, “Redefining Success in Communiry
Development: A New Approach for Derermining and
Measuring the Impact of Development” (The Richard
Schramm Paper on Community Development, Lincoln
Filene Cenrer ar Tufts University, 1994) 2.a

? Margor Roosevelr, "The Coffee Clash,” Time: Bonus
Secrion: Inside Business, April, 2004.

° www.renewingthecountryside.org.

“"Global Challenge, Global Opportunity: Trends in
Sustainable Development,” Meeting Summary, United
Nations Deparrment of Economic and Social Affairs for
the World Summir on Sustainable Development,
Johannesburg, 26 Aug. — 4 Sepr. 2002, 15 Sepr. 2004
<hrtp:/Mww.johannesburgsummir.org/hrmil/documents/
summir_docs/criticalfrends_1408.pdf>.

° The Blue Ridge Heritage Iniriarive was awarded a 2004
Preserve America Preservarion Award for Herirage Tourism
by Preserve America, a new White House initiative in
cooperation with the Advisory Council on Hisroric
Preservarion, the U. S. Deparrment of the Interior, the

U. S. Department of Commerce, the U. S. Department of
Agriculrure, and the U. S. Deparrment of Housing and
Urban Development. Ir promores four groups of frails:
Blue Ridge Music; Cherolsee Heritage; Crafr Herirage;

and Gardens and Countryside. For more see

WWW. preserveamerica.gov .

¢ See www.riversofsreel.com .
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& Laura Session Srepp, "Baby Steps Made in Well-Being

of Children, Data Show,” Washington Posr, 25 Mar. 2004:
A1. One such index — Kids Counr — already exists on the
infernet. Developed by the Annie E. Casey Foundarion,
www.aecf.org/kidscount/ is a web-based dara project
thar fracks nafional and stare by srare census-relared dara
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of child well-being for use by policy malkers and others.
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2 Mirchell Thomashow, Ecological Identiry:

Becoming a Reflective Environmenralist

(Cambridge: MIT Press, 1995) 63.
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Envisioning
a Commons

efore they convened in Sanfa Fe, conference partficipants received several
papers examining sifuarions in rural America where the impact of current frends,
borh posifive and negative, can clearly be seen. And thar impact is profound.
A paper by Sherry Salway Black, of the First Nations Development Insfiture,
described the community of the Tohono O'odham (Desert People) in Arizona’s
Sonoran desert. As an illustrarion of the possible end game of dynamics ar worls
in the larger landscape, what happened to the Tohono O'odham in the
“commmons” of their shared land, resources, and heritage presents an alarming —

and ulfimarely an encouraging — prospect.

An Emblematic Example

Unril the last half of the 20th cenrury, the Tohono O’'odham were almost entirely
self sufficient, employing 1,000-year old agricultural pracrices. As lare as the 1920s,
they were still culfivating over 20,000 acres in the floodplain of the Sonoran
lowlands. But by 1949, ir was only 2,500 acres, and until a few years ago it was
thought ro be less than ren. The causes for the decline are complex — misguided
federal control efforfs; a lack of labor, thanks ro federal worls programs and the
World War Il milirary draff; the disruprion of social and cultural confinuiry brought
on by children being forcibly placed in boarding schools; and the infroduction of

processed foods through federal food programs.’
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Quite simply, said Black, the Tohono O'cdham (Deserr People) lost control of
rheir assefs — not only their land and ifs resources, bur also rhe livelihood in
which their lives were steeped with meaning. The knowledge and experience,
and the skills, cusfoms, social relafions and networlss thar for millennia had
supporred their livelihood languished, roo, with devasraring resulrs. “In a similar
lirany heard throughourt Indian Country,”? per capira income among the Tohono
O'odham is now $3,113, compared with $14,000 nationally; over 65.7% of
the popularion is below the poverty line, compared with 13.1% nationally;

and 62.7% are unemployed. Moreover, more rthan 50% of all adults have
adulr-onsef diaberes — the highesr rare in the world — and children as young

as seven have the disease .’

The loss of the fradifional food sysfem — of raising bawi (fepary beans), hun
(O'odham sixty-day corn), ha:/ (O'odham squash) and ke:li ba:so (Old Man's
Chest melon) — is cifed as the most significant facror in creating these social
problems: "ir supporfed the local economy, mainrained the people’s physical
well-being, and provided rhe marerial foundation of Tohono O'odham culture.”
A move fo reinstare the food system and the dier ir affords may well offer a
way back from this wholesale devastarion, however. In the fall of 2003, Tohono
O'odham Community Action (TOCA), a grassroofs communifty organizafion
locared in Sells, Arizona and dedicared fo creating positive programs® based

in the O'odham Himdag — the Deserr People’s Way — drew over 100 people

o celebrare a Harvest Feast of rthese foods, grown on a down payment of
eighreen acres. Tradifional dancers sought a blessing, and elders shared

memories for the first fime in generafions.

Ulrimarely, success in revifalizing fradifional Tohono O'odham agriculrure will
nof —and should not — be measured solely in economic ferms, Black cautioned.
The “re-establishment of a wine ceremony and singing a particular song,
neither of which had occurred in decades, is a significant impact. Providing
access fo foods thar refurn good health and keep diseases lilke diaberes ar bay
is a significant impact. [And] the leadership ar TOCA and in the community

necessary fo sustain these efforts is a significant impact.”

Opposite Page: Tohono O'odham elder
Frances Manuel winnows corn. Ms. Manuel
is worlking wirh TOCA on a book abour
rradirional foods, including their culrural
significance, nutrifional qualifies and hands-
on informarion abour rheir production.

Above Lefr: TOCA farm manager Noland
Johnson inspects a field of repary beans.
The most hear and droughr folerant bean
crop in the world, repary beans are both
culrurally and nurritionally imporfant fo
the Tohono O'odham.

Above: Bahidag — the fruir of the Saguaro
cactus — plays a cenrral role in the fradifional
Tohono O'odham rain ceremony. Each

year, TOCA sponsors a bahidaj harvest
camp where elders reach young people
abour rthis and other culrural fradirions.
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Within the Embrace of Culture

"The story of TOCA and ifs Harvesr Feast exemplifies the infersection of developing
‘sustainable livelihoods, cultural infegrity, and environmental stfewardship,” Blacls
suggested.” The story of the Tohono O’odham’s decline and efforts fo spearhead
a rurnaround also clearly reveal the role culture plays in mainfaining physical,
mental, and spiritual life, and the potential thar can be unleashed in recognizing
how relafionships with the environment and any livelihood one seelss to pracfice

fall wirhin culture’'s embrace.

Culrure is an assef, a “building blocl of wealth,”® as surely as land, labor, and
capiral. As conference parficipants nored repearedly, seeing the fine arts, fradifional
arfs, craffs, and fesfivals as culrure misralses ifs frue scope and narure. All are
manifesrarions of culrure, nor culrure irself. Ir is culrure thar connects everyrhing.
Language, for example, links people to the narural world — in their naming of
fellow life forms, in the knowledge they accumulare using such names fo record
experiences in their habirars, and in the beliefs they reflecr — parricularly stories
abour how life came ro be. "Land is a fext, [borth] read and written,” and

America a vast expanse of “shaped places, synrhefic in their mix of narural

space and human custom.”’

As a second paper by Mary Hufford, Director for the Center for Folklore and
Erhnography ar the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, reporfed, place
names indicare how language links us both ro environments and livelihoods,
as can be seen "in the region where Wesr Virgina, Kenfucky, and Tennessee
converge”'® and ginseng (a root highly valued for its medicinal properties) is
harvested. Names lilke Seng Branch, Sang Creek, and Three-Prong Hollow
"don't necessarily indicare the presence of ginseng,” wrotre Hufford, “bur [one]

can infer thar ginseng has been relatively prominent in conversafion there.”"

Nofions of habirar inspire a systfem of values, ulfimarely building a sense of
“ecological idenrity.”"? In the coastal Carolinas, it was said, hunfing is the way
people learn conservarion and ecology — thar if you don't have certain frees on
riverbanlss or in warersheds, you won't have whart's necessary fo susfain deer and
bears. Whar is striking abour those who hanvest ginseng, Hufford notred, is how they
derive idenfity from growing up “digging roofs and gathering herbs.”** As one
man rold her, " work in consfruction, bur | really consider myself a ginsenger.”*
From an enrirely different landscape a Hopi elder explained ro Jack Loeffler,
aurhor of the third paper, thar “you thinls abour this place, and you know rhar
nor only are you connecred fo if. All Hopis thar ever lived or died are connecred
fo if, and you have a sense of if thar is rorally profound. We can arficulare thar

connection to hundreds, if not thousands of points in the landscape.”®



Opposite Page: Tradirional singing and
dancing is a central parf of the O'odham
Himdag — the Desert People's Lifeways.
Here tradirional dancers bless the ground
ar TOCA's rraditional ak chin farm. Ak chin
is a a rype of flood warer farming.

Above Righr: Historic drawing of ginseng,
originally appearing in the U.S. Agriculrural
Bullefin, 1892.

Above: Joe Williams, ginsenging in Tom's
Hollow, near Whiresville, Wesr Virginia.

This sense of inferconnecredness, of
spirifualiry, is increasingly viewed as
being viral ro human resiliency and
livelihoods thar can sustain people.'

It is also the driving force in morivaring
people fo do somerhing abour the
ecological crisis. Culture manifests irself
as the power of understanding linkage:
“rhe capaciry ro ‘'manage’ landscape for wild ginseng requires an ecological
imaginarion, [for example], where facers of communify life are measured in
relarionship ro one another.”"” Similarly, the Tohono O'odham (Desert People)
believe thar "wellness is a balance of physical, menral, and spiritual healrh,” thar
one must strive for balance in one’s life.'* When such culrural knowledge and belief
are disparaged, the roll on all dimensions of individual and community well-being

can be dramatic, as the Tohono O’'odham experience proves.

For some, the specific hisrorical and cultural circumstances of Nafive experience
and sralke-holding may not seem applicable fo the general American countryside,
where the “"commons” of people, culture and land are less obvious. Nor can it

be said rhar "Nafive American culfures consistently live in harmony and balance
among themselves, or are always a benign presence within their habirars,”

as Loeffler pointed our. Bur “their heritages remain rootred in their collective
recognifion of the sacred quality of the landscape,”" in the importance of culture

and a commitment fo a "commons.”

Where commons are destroyed, it “erases local and regional publics thar form
around a shared sfake in a resource,” as Hufford reported. “While communiries
may confinue fo exist around the loss of the resource (for example, families thar
hold reunions near the sifes of homeplaces condemned fo creare Grear Smoky
Mounrain Nafional Parl), the basis for participarion in the larger polity has shifred.”*
"Even if communifies confinue fo form around the ensuing experience of exile,

such a public is considerably wealkened by the loss of its resource.”

The lesson for all is thar economic development must sfarf wirh people, which

is fo say, culture. "Development divorced from its human or cultural context is
growrh wirhour soul,” as Javier Perez de Cuellar reminds us. Bur “this is nor a view
commonly held. A more conventional view regards culrure as either a help ora
hindrance fo economic development, leading fo the call ro rake ‘culrural facrors
info account in development.”? A new development paradigm, one that is based
on a worldview and knowledge (i.e., culrure) and rhe full range of shared assefs
(i.e., a commons) "may [thus],” as Black suggested, “help nor only Narive

people, bur others as well."* -



Shared Values

Working from diverse perspectives and future generations fo meer their own
backgrounds, conference participants needs.” Among Narive Americans the rule
described a handful of shared core values of thumb is fo "consider the consequences
thar inform rhe holistic approaches fo on the seventh generation.

which they are committed. All aspire
fo some form of balance.

Below: Ginseng drying in a window,
Naoma, Wesr Virginia.

Reciprocity

Continued existence depends on nurturing
confinued co-existence, they suggesred,
understanding rhar "all things are relared
and inferconnected, thar the entire world
is alive.”?* They described "exchange
systemms” by which people obligare
themselves ro insure their furures as a
manifesration of such undersranding:
‘frust and an expecration of reciprocity
are the glue rhar makes social capiral
arrangements possible.  The point is fo
acknowledge inferdependency, and ro
build mutuality with all forms of life.

Local autonomy

To ralke advanrage of local knowledge,
control must be local. And it, too, must
be a balancing process. Since culture is
dynamic, nor srafic, a ‘communify must
ralke on rthe responsibility ro reflect on

ifs cultural values and decide whether

fo operate our of those values or our of
dominanr mariser values,” as a participant
phrased ir.

Inclusiveness

Whether a state forest or a historic site,

a "‘commons” is a resource on which a
large public draws, yer much of rhat public
is only dimly aware of policies govemning
irs use. Fewer still have a voice in policy-
making. Archie Green, a follslorist, labor
historian, and conference parficipant,
nored how rarely unionized worlsers are
represented in discussions abour economic
development, though rthey mighr be said
fo be on the "front lines” of coal mining,
logging, and the lilke. Fair represenrafion
is also a necessary form of balance.

Far sightedness

Achieving sustainability is the ulfimare
balancing act. Popularized by the
U.N.’s Brundtland Commission of 1983,
‘sustainability” calls for “a form of
development thar meefrs the
needs of the present withour

29 compromising the ability of




Concepts of the Commons

The Tohono O'odham’s (Deserr Pecple’s)

experience illustrates how penvasive culture

is in encoding our understanding of the
natural world. In addition, it exemplifies
Qa commons — a Nexus of interests rhatr,

with the land and resources rhose inferests

spring from, form common wealth in
which all members have a sralkke.

The rerm commons derives from the
period abour 500 years ago when much
of the land in England and Europe was
held in common, and courts recognized

the right of ordinary people fo graze cattle

or grow Crops as a property right. In a
project of massive social engineering,

however, Parliament passed the Enclosure

Acts, stripping commoners of these rights
and delivering the lands fo individual,
usually wealthy, landowners. By 1895,
about a half of one percent of the
population of England and Wales
owned 99% of the land. Land became
a commodity — real estare. "

In the U.S. foday the term commons is
employed in discussing several related

concepts. To many the commons includes

social institutions,® or social capiral, as
well as property — here "a commons of
ginseng patches, elsewhere a lake, a

species of game animal, a public street or
park, ** as Hufford explained. A commons

is deemed fo be a boundary we fend,
like the fence of Robert Frost's poem
"The Mending Wall,” something shared
thar "both relates and separate us. “*

A commonis is also viewed as the right of
‘communities [fo manage] their shared
property for the benefit of all, as a civic
entitlement, managing for the common
good, not just for the corporate good, ”
and being abour ensuring popular
enfranchisement, not granting privileges

according fo one’s ability fo pay or invest. ™!

The new commons of the intemet, for
example, is seen as a valuable resource
for wealth-creation for all, and moves ro
‘enclose” it through copyright and other
means is prompting heated debates lilkke
fthose stimulated by atfempts to subject
public lands ro commercial exploitation.

Many see "the goal of the commons [as
being] ro preserve rhe social and moral
infegrity of a given resource or social

community,” and a vehicle for democracy,

in that "we become a public through

practices of tending the resources in which

we have a shared stake.”*

Profile: Doris Dyen — A Culfural Frame for Sustainable
Development and Environmental Reclamation:
Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area

Describing the long line of ethnic groups that have seftled in southwestern
Pennsylvania, Doris Dyen hinfs ar the wealth of cultrural assets on which the Rivers
of Steel Narional Heritage Areq, of which she is Director of Cultural Conservarion,

can draw.

"Waves of immigrants have come here fo mine coal and forge steel — first the
English and Scors-Irish, then the Germans and Irish,” she explains. "Afrer the Civil
War, ir was Easrern and Sourhern Europeans — Poles, Slovalks, Croatians, and Iralians,
along with Roma (Gypsies), Jews, and others who never had a homeland. Through
the 19th cenrury African Americans came, first by way of the Underground Railroad
fo freedom, and later, in the Grear Northern Migration, seeking the promise of
industrial jobs.” Now overlays of Asians and Lafin Americans have added rheir sfrara
fo the cultural ecology of rural counties surrounding Pittsburgh, as well as thar of

the city irself.

"This whole region became an industrial organism,” Dyen says. “Seven counties
were reconfigured o serve the purposes of industry, so people, the environment,
narural resources, and economic oufpur were all fied fogerher.” When the area
“lost steel,” everything was threarened — nof just the economic base, bur also the
area’s sense of identfity. Losing corporations was like losing a “big brother,” and

losing worls meant losing the cultfure and communify of the worlsplace.

For the past rwenty years mill towns, coal towns, and even Pittsburgh irself have all
gone through counfless “imaging exercises,” she reports, all looking fo the future.
As she explains, "The economic imperarive is of overriding imporfance. What is or

is nof susfainable, and issues surrounding thar question, are fronf and cenrer.”

What is now caralyzing more grounded activity is the recognifion thar “if you forget
sreel, you lose the base from which everyrhing has evolved,” as Dyen purs ir.

“If you don't incorporare thar sfory info wharever comes, you lose identiry 23



alrogether.” This realizafion is prompring viral dialogue on a number of fronfs:
considerarion of which buildings fo save and which fo rear down; whar ro do with
brownfields (vacant confaminared properfies where industrial buildings formerly
srood), once industry’s impact has been remediared; and how fo handle rthe
porential wastes of new industries, for starrers. "It is galvanizing people,” says Dyen.
“Zoning is a big deal here, the pivor on which differing views rurn. Some people
wanf fo have greenways along the river, while orhers wanr fo arfract new indusfry

so that life will be like it was before.”

Meanwhile, cultural pracrices fied fo the rivers are reappearing and new ones
are gaining importance. Pittsburgh has been in the business of reclamarion for
over forty years, Dyen poinfs out, ever since the Donora Smog of 1948 provided
"a big wakeup call,” so the areq’s rivers are again arfracting people. The Chinese
communify — primarily whire-collar professionals, many of whom are recent
immigrants, she nofes — now hold annual dragon boar (rowing) races on the
Monongahela. "Their fradition requires water, and they now have both the clean

warer and the critical mass of people fo carry on the tradition.”

Herirage areas are conceived fo embody and promore holistic approaches thar
can lead o a kind of commmunity healing, suggests Dyen. They "unire sustainable
development and environmental reclamarion, and highlighr culfure. They find
ways fo ufilize culrure to propel reviralizarion,” she says. "You don'r find herirage

areas developing where everything is fine fo begin wirh.”

Under Dyen’s leadership, Rivers of Steel recently published Roures ro Roots, a
driving quide fo the Heritage Area which includes the churches thar hold fesrivals
and the mom-and-pop stores like Vibo's Bakery thar provide a reason for people
fo gef in their cars and go exploring on a beautiful Sarurday affernoon. Tourism
is now fhe second largest sector of Pennsylvania’s economy, outranised only by
agriculture. Dyen knows the effect the driving guide will have on small-rown
cifizens: "If they know people are coming, rhey'll see the need ro have signage

and regular hours, and fo arficulare whar malses them special.”

The ideas thar prompr herirage areas, whether codified in formal strucrures or
not, are besr spread o others close by, Dyen believes. "People really seem most
comfortable rallkking with those with whom rhey already feel some kind of
connecrion.” Regions are a worlsable framework: “We fry not to thinlk of driving
more than two hours from home as a rule of thumb,” she says. "If you have fo go

farther, you've gone ‘somewhetre else’ — people won't consider you one of them.”
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A Holistic Approach
to Development

he goal of the Sanfa Fe discussions was “nof how fo pur cultural heritage
and environmental sfewardship baclk fogerher,” as Mary Hufford phrased ir in her
advance paper, "bur [fo consider] how fo keep them from being raken apart in
the first place.”" As she went on fo explain, “"Caregories lilke ‘cultrural heritage” and
‘environmental stewardship” imply a distinction berween ‘cultural” and ‘narural’

thar does nor hold up under close scrutiny.”

Fundamental Principles

Asled ro suggest strafregies thar might malke the mosr of inherenr connecrions
among culfural conservarion, environmental srewardship, and susfainable
livelihoods, garhering parficipants arficulared guidelines communifties should
keep in mind when they find themselves in sifuarions lilke those encounrered by
Harpswell, Maine, the Tohono O'odham (Desert People), and so many orhers.

To mifigare the impact of exrernal influences and ourside forces, they should:

* Reframe the question.

Communifies in crisis are hard pressed fo see beyond a quick-fix, but they need
ro weigh the likkely impacts of proposals ar hand and rheir desirabiliry, as well
as alrernafives of porentially grearer value. Most importantly, they need o

understand the frue siruation. Crises are offen evidence of deeper issues.
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What are the real underlying concerns? Agriculfure can be viewed as a
solutrion fo the problem of how fo raise children, if was said, as much as how
fo make a living. A partficipant nofed fhar his fribe began organic farming nor
our of inferesr in organic farming bur fo profect warer rights. Reframing the
question means seeing through new “lenses,” shiffing rhe focus from economic
development ro communiry well-being, for example, and reformularing

the question so that there is more rthan one approach. Problems with
environmental sustainability are usually roored elsewhere — in social,

culrural, and economic causes.

* Focus on long-term, desirable outcomes,
locating where frue value lies.

Laurie Monti, of Northern Arizona University, referred ro the worls of the Brazilian
philosopher Paulo Freire in describing how fo engage people in reflecting on
issues around which they “feel energy,” as she pur ir. Ir could be diaberes, or

health issues, or schooling, as well as jobs.

From such analysis can come an understanding of where real long-ferm concern
and value lie. Others suggested worling from a cultural frame to brealk the
problem down further by asking “Whar do we want fo preserve? What are we
willing fo rislk?” The community can go on fo “develop a framework that links
vision and goals ro indicarors and assessment criteria,”? measures that reflect
community values and offer a sense of direcfion — one with a time horizon

thar allows for all elements of the process fo have infegriry.

First Nations Development Insfiture, which has worlsed wirh tribal communities
for decades, sees four areas of porenfial desired outcomes. They include

the frade and exchange, income, and productiviry skills associared with
“economics;” the personal inifiarive, responsibility, health, and safety of
“personal efficacy;” political and civic participarion, social respect, and culrural
infegrity as examples of “kinship;” and the vision, choices, future crientation,
and environmental balance thar consfirure “spirituality.” All should figure in

a community’'s confemplation of long-ferm value or progress.

* Enlarge understanding of what constitutes wealth, capital,
and assefs.

"Naming” assefs empowers a community not only fo recognize where value

lies bur also fo identify resources thar can be leveraged; "community asset

invenfories” and "mapping” are wonderful fools, said participants. Assefs should
also be construed in the widesr possible sense. The obvious ones are

26 financial, such as stocks, bonds, and any form of monefized investment;




Below: Tradifionally, Tohono O'odham
basketry is passed on rhrough generations
of family. TOCA worlks ro mainrain this
confinuity and supports classes fo reach
basketry rechniques and fradifions.

physical, including buildings, urilifies, and fransporrafion systems; narural, such
as land, wildlife, forests, minerals, oil, and gas; and insrirutional, such as financial

infermediaries, nonprofits, and philanthropic insfirurions.

Less obvious are human capiral — the skills, knowledge, education, experience,
and health of cifizens; social capifal, or the nerworlss and social relafionships “thar
support the building and maintenance of assefs bur do not in themselves generare
income; ™ legal and political assets that include decision-malking power (and in
Indian country, sovereign stafus and fax immunity); and culfural assers lilke language
and fraditions (and in the case of fribal people, indigenous knowledge). Although
usually considered infangible, “the marerial expressions of culfure can generare
income and ofher assefs."® Creative capifal, or the work of a group recently dubbed
“rhe creative class” — scienfists, engineers, archirects, educarors, writers, arfists, and

enferfainers, among ofhers — is gaining credence as yef anofher assef.’

Naming assers helps a community define its “story.” The process reflecrs what is
valued, and creares the possibiliry of
communicaring with other “srories”

or communifies. The Northern Forest
Cenrer wanred o identify whar malses
fhe forested regions of northern New
England and New Yorls Stare distincrive
so over several years ir aslked of
communifies and cifizens, “What are
fhe assefs and values most imporfant
fo the overall wealth, or well-being

of the Northern Forest?”

Based on answers it gathered, the
Center developed ifs "wealth index”
and metrics on “which fo reflect on
acfions, and ensure thar they are
leading in a healrhy, producrive,
and susfainable direction.”® Among
fhese metrics: vorer participarion and
public libraries as measures of social
capiral; property and violent crime
and domestic assaults as barometers
of safety; local historical sociefies as
mainfenance of culrural idenfiry and
social fradifions; "good” air

qualiry days and the acidiry of



Above: Three Generarions, Kamalka
Ukulele Family. The Kamalas are a rypical
Hapa (mixed ancestry) Hawaiian family,
including Hawaiian, Chinese, Japanese,
English, Acadian French, Spanish, Belgian,
German, Durch, Porfuguese and Syrian.
‘Ano’ano Aloha is assisfing the Kamalsa
family fo record an oral hisrory, and will
worls with Dr. Marfina Kamalka fo develop
a fradirional Hawaiian healing pracrices
and healing plants curriculum for Universiry
of Hawaii medical students.
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precipirarion as estimares of air quality; road surface condifions and high speed Inrerner
access as a survey of infrasfructure; and amounts of forest land and foresr resenves

as a gauge of forest areas sufficient fo mainrain biodiversity, among many ofthers.’

Whar makes asser-based development so worthwhile, it was said, is being able
fo "put things on a par” — an invaluable aid in advocaring for particular policies.

It offers rouchstones for a community to answer rthe quesfion “why do you want to

do this instead of that?”

* Involve a wide range
of stakeholders.

To gain a comprehensive picture

of values and needs, a broad cross-
section of players and stalkeholders
must be engaged in communiry
development processes. All generarions,
classes, and races, as well as borh
sexes should be represented — informal

voices as well as official leaders.

Based on rheir fraining in ethnographic
rechnique and their field experience,
follslorists and ethnographers are adepr
ar cultural surveys (inventories of
culrural assers) and needs assessments,
and can help idenrify such participants.
"In recognizing the value of localized knowledge and vernacular conceprs, [sic]

they can resfore fo local cifizens the authority thar has been given over o experts.”°

Orther individuals identified as useful: people good ar infuitive, as well as rafional
thinking because rhey're able fo suggest perspectives or imagine oprions others
don't, and people who can bridge language and secrors, like the divide between
a community’s own arficulared vision and the jargon of economic development.
In fribal communities decisions are offen made on the basis of feelings abour
communify or culture. "l've seen developers come in with beaufiful plans, laying
oufr numbers,” Tristan Reader, Co-Director of Tohono O'odham Community Acfion,
nofed, "and fhe elders say 'no, we don't thinls it would be a good idea for the
community. Intuition is drumnmed our of us in school, bur it is essential.” Artists are

valuable, as well, because they know how fo release creariviry.

When land sires are confemplared, those who know abour sacred sites, garhering

grounds, and religious sifes are essenfial. Nafive peoples are offen leff our because



they’re nor considered “professional,” ir was said, bur visioning must be open o
different sensibilifies and definifions. Yourh aren’r professional either, bur their
involvement is crifical, roo: if they sray in the communiry they're the ones who

will be affecred by decisions made, bofth now and larer.

Being inclusive doesn't insure success and is never easy, participants admifted,
bur ir is indispensable, and the cost is worthwhile. A community is never a single,

homogeneous entity. Inclusiveness insures there will be mulriple approaches ro

multiple issues and needs.

* Find the best point of entry — whether environmental, culfural,
or economic — and worl from there, engaging in a process
of shared inquiry and learning.

Democracy is best accomplished through whar John Dewey rermed a process

of "shared inquiry.”"" Conference-goers agreed. Faced with a development crisis,
aQ community needs fo inform itself, and rhe best way is through a parficiparory
process. Again, the goal is fo be inclusive: offen those who will be most affected
by bad jobs, seasonal jobs, and the consequences of development are leff our of

the decision-malking so their only recourse is fo mobilize against if.

QOutside facilifarors can sometimes help creare spaces for reflection ro occur

and guide shared inquiry. They can help communifies undersrand their oprions,
move beyond stereotypes (nor all developers are bad), assist in finding neutral
rerms for discussions, lessen the rendency fo ser people apart (as environmentalists
or developers), and in general lower rthe potential for adversarial situarions fo
develop. They can remind people thar while straregies may be ar loggerheads,

inferests may nof be.

* Be guided by local, communal knowledge.

Developing a vision that identfifies frue wealth, and failors desired outcomes and
indicarors to reflect values and pricrifies, is @ matter of fapping whar has been
called “cultural DNA."*? Culrural tradifions embody the collecftive memory and
wisdom of communifies, and are cenfral fo the ability of individuals o respond fo
and adapt fo change. Bur veffing change is no easy fask — as a parficipant nofed,
bioregionalists concur rthar our current problems on planet Earth are in good

measure problems of culrure; some adaprafions are better than others.

How to male these disfinctions? It is being aware and appreciafive of the “cultural
core,” Angelo Joaquin, Jr. suggested. In Indian country thar includes “tradirional
leadership roles; indigenous knowledge sysrems; fradifional efiology; fradifional
communicarions systems; and fribal insfitutions and organizations. " Lool

ar a community’s creafion story. What does it say is valuable? And seek the 29



wisdom of elders: in fribal
communifies one aspecr of

culrure remains sfrong, despire

rhe superimposition of oufside
development models, and thar is
“the quief sfrength of respecred and
revered leadership.”" In the end,
change may all "hinge on whar

the elder in the corner says.”

If there is enough supporf in a
communify, change can then be
conscious, or af least people will be
aware of the rradeoffs. As rhe Nobel
Prize-winning economist, Amarrya
Sen, has noted, "If a traditional way
of life has o be sacrificed ro escape
grinding poverty or miniscule longeviry
(as many fradifional societies have had
for thousands of years), then it is the
people direcrly involved who must
have the opporfunity fo participare in

deciding what should be chosen.”"

Conference parficipants

acknowledged “the enormiry of the

problems confronfing rural America discourages an enthusiasfic response,” as Dee

Above: Ahupua'a model ar Limahuli, U.S.
Davis pur ir. "Rural Americans are poorer, sicker, less well-educared, and more lilkely  Narional Boranical Garden, Haena, Kauai.
Before Western conract, the Hawaiian
ancesfors lived abundant and sustainable
as the farm bill, foo frequently serve a small porfion of rural Americans while being lives through culrivaring the ahupua‘a, a
rradirional land division that runs from the

fo be addicted rthan their mefropoliran counferparfs. Government programs, such

foured as a solufion for the many. Sfill, rural America has a bounty of assefs from ,
nmounrains fo the sea. Today a grassroofs

which fo fashion a spirited response.”® And the benefits of harnessing those movement o restore ahupua'a is

: I underway on each "major" island.
resources in holisfric, assef-based developmenrt are many:

e Spirituality drives people, and rapping culfural resources energizes.

e Communifies are less likely fto go down the wrong path if they fake a balancing
approach.

¢ The synergies of a holisfic approach improve everyone's efforfs, through

“rhe collaborative effect” — if you bring very different people together something

new and unexpecred just happens.

As one parficipant concluded, “development should be seen as

30 a beauriful word.”



Strategies & Tools for Empowering Holistic Approaches

Conference-goers also suggested specific
straregies thar mighr be employed.
Among rhem:

Promote local supply/demand. This may
involve changing rastes. Hawaii imports
grain-fed beef because consumers prefer if,
though grass-fed beef is available locally.
(Efforts are underway to change this
preference.) Learn whar national and
infernational interest there might be in
whatr is available locally, and encourage
businesses and financial institutions rhar
nurture local “enterprise development.”

Support informal local economic
systems, like barter. Areas of intense
poverty rely on them — "mosr everyone

I know, including family members and
rhose | worls with, is involved in frade and
barter systems, ” Moises Gonzales reported.
"They're alive and well in northerm

New Mexico.” Bur alternative economies,
like produce exchanges, can be useful
anywhere.

Involve outside activists to serve as a
“vector” in countering inertia. Acrivists
from ourside the community helped create
the momentum of the Civil Rights
Movement, ir was nored; they know how
fo affirm and build up the confidence of
local people sapped by hopelessness.

Focus on the 80% of issues that
people agree on in planning, not the
20% they don't. Identify what people
have in common, or where inferests
intersect. Environmentalists and culrural
conservarionists were borh said ro have

a reverence for habirat, for example.
Don'r be discouraged by the fime required
or the inevirable in-fighting — rhar’s part
of the process foo. Local processes should
build hope.

Consider the contextual issues and direct
and indirect pressures that are brought fo
bear, such as government policies, ro
derermine whar musr be addressed.

Breals the problemn down into smaller parts
fo see more clearly which components are
rechnical, which are social, and so forth.

Show, rather than tell, the value of
alternatives. Tohono O'odham Community
Action sold its idea of refurning fo fraditional
agriculture fo the Tohono O'ocham
communiry by demonstrating rthe value.
"When people see something thar's
worlsing, thar becomes your argument, ”

as Tristan Reader explained.

Look for others who are dealing with the
same circumstances — “sister communities”
— fo share dara, ideas, precedents, models,
and besr practrices.

Ally with universities to learn about best
practices and the possibility of serving as
a research site. Study local sustainable
enterprise. "We're all vulnerable ro the

next big economic deal,” a participant
suggested. "Toyota comes in and the
conversarion changes. Whatr is the enferprise
framewaorls thar malkes us not care when
Toyota comes in? In many places that kind
of enferprise is already going on. We should
examine whar makes ir worls.” We should
also look ar benefits local communities gain
by worlsing within a capitalist/legalist/
property rights paradigm.

Support place-based education thar
‘oreserves local culture, uncovers
community history, documents follsways,
and protects small schools as the center of
community life.”"” The Georgia-based Foxfire
program is a well-ksnown example of
education rhar respects core communify
values, uses participarory documentation

and research in gerting yourh fo leam
abour rtheir "place,” and perperuares
the wisdom of elders.

Bur there are equally compelling

more recent models, lilse the Louisiana
Voices Folklife in Education Project
(www . louisianavoices.org) and the Rural
School and Community Trust. The Trust
focuses on the crucial relationship
berween good schools and thriving rural
communities in some of the country’s
poorest, most challenging rural places,
where there are historic patferns of poverty
and racism, declines in population,
consistent demographic changes, and
cycles of economic change.

Place-based education should also build
local capacity, first and foremost. Rural
community colleges were rermed rthe
‘extension service of the lknowledge era”
because rhey train wildlife biologists,
farmers, engineers — whatever nearby
communifies are thought fo need. They
are also magnets for growrh and a center
of cultural and economic activity.

Take advantage of the power of
gathering and create occasions for
people ro share their views and vision,
fo be acknowledged and heard.

Preserve languages. The disconnect
berween cultural conservation,
environmental stewardship, and
development can in part be fraced ro
fthe loss of languages.

Remember that everything begins

with little steps. Any place is a good
place to start.
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Profile: Sherry Salway Black The Role of Culture
in Asset-based Development

If land is the mosr visible of assers, Narive Americans would be viewed as the
wealthiesr of Americans: Indian fribes are collecrively the single largesr privare
land holders in the U.S., according fo the First Nations Development Institure.
The problem: they do nor “confrol” the land as other privare landowners would,

reports Sherry Salway Black, the Institure’s Senior Vice President.

This has led First Nafions ro worls on resroring Native confrol over Nafive assefs so
rhar fribes can reap the benefirs of ownership. Resroring control of the land has
significant porential for reviving fradifional food sysfems. “The porential for a

food-relared economic secfor in Indian Country is huge,” says Black.

Bur it has also led the Insfiture fo highlight “hidden wealth” on which fribes,
communifies, families, and individuals might also draw. “From the beginning First
Narions has recognized how crucial culture is ro economic development,” says
Black. Core values of Narive American culture — reciprocity and equirable distribution
— are extraordinary assefs, for example, along with the knowledge and skills of

Narive people. And their porenfial yields are nor only psychological, bur economic.

In 1988 First Nafrions complered "A Study of Tradifional and Informal Sector Micro-
Enterprise Acfivity and Its Impacr on the Pine Ridge Reservation Economy” in
collaboration with the Lakora Fund of South Dalkkota, which looked at activities
lilke carering, sewing, serving food ar Pow Wows, and performing in cultural
actfivifies. In part thanlss fo the Lalsora Fund'’s micro-enferprise program, which
has underwritten efforts o linlk such culture-relared acrivity with economic and
community development for almost twenty years, Pine Ridge is no longer the

poorest area of the country.

Today some fribes are developing businesses fied fo fradifional foods and
agriculrure as a ool nor only for economic development bur health and culrural
identity. Others, lilke the Southern Ure, are investing land-based economic gains
(they have exrensive oil and gas riches) in building for the furure: fribal members
can receive educarional funds fo “srudy anyrhing anywhere anyfime,” according
o Black. “They're really vested in culfure and recognize the crifical investment in

education of fribal members.”

Since the conceprt of asser-based development first fools hold in public policy
discussions of social welfare, federal agencies have sponsored pilof projects

also; HHS, HUD, and the Agriculrure deparrment have all been involved. Al
acknowledge rhat confrol of assefs is crucial: “people think and behave differently

when fthey are accumulating assets,” says Black, nofing a point made by Michael



Sherraden, author of Assers and the Poor.

Bur acknowledging fthe full range of resources, available means, and inheritances
thar can be drawn on is equally crucial. "Aha” is a frequent response Black receives
when she describes First Nafions’ asser-based development paradigm. African
Americans and Hispanics are especially quiclk fo recognize the hidden wealrh of

values and customs, she says. "People gef if — particularly in poor communiries.

It's nof lost on them.”

Profile: Stephen Blackmer
Bridging Boundaries of Sector and Geography

When a paper company pur over a million acres on the marlser fiffeen years ago,
"ir rriggered responses all over the Northeast,” remembers Stephen Blackmer,
President of the Northern Forest Center in Concord, New Hampshire. The siruafion
represented equal parts vulnerability and opporfunity: much of the land was fo

be aucrioned off for subdivision and development.

Ar the fime Blackmer was one of many environmentalists who hoped most of the

% WHITE'S acreage might be kepr in some form of forest economy. The appetire for fimber
g MiLa

THE,, v from cifies just o the south, the consolidaring of regional inrerests info mulfinationals,
i Jouncs
Ly

and the growth of fourism and seasonal residency had already had a dramaric

\

A

impact on northern New Yorls and New England, where wetlands, lalkes, rolling hills,
and rugged mountfains characterize the landscape. Livelihoods thar had susrained

residents of the region’s small fowns for generarions were already beleaguered.

When Congress aurhorized the Forest Service fo set up a study committee o
Above: Signifying a time-honored
fradifion, weathered signs poinf the way

ro rural homes in Errol, New Hampshire. forward o organize environmental groups — a dozen thar ultimarely grew o

explore options for keeping the remaining land infact, Blackmer thus sfepped

include forty-five organizarions representing local, sfafe, and nafional inferesrs.

Almost from the beginning the coalifion — the Northern Foresr Alliance — found
irself focusing nor just on the environment, as Might have been expected, bur

on what Blackmer calls “a three-legged manfra” — conserving the wilderness,
confinuing some form of forest management thar would sustain local economies,
and working to meer the needs of local people. "Ar the time there was grear fear
and fension surrounding the future,” he says by way of explaining the fthird, and
rather unusual, objecrive. "So we had fo fake people info account. We had fo

embrace fthe tension and fear.”

Ir was hard ro ger a fix on fhis third area — "we were environmentalists, after all, so
we could 'do’ wilderness and forest management,” he laughs, "bur thar third

leg gave us tfrouble.” Afrer five years, Blackmer left the Northern Forest 33




Alliance to form the Northern Forest Center to fackle the people side of the challenge.

The Center staff began fallking with hundreds of individuals across the fourstare
region fo get a picture of whar people need and ideas abour whar might be
done; fo learn whar "malkes a community viable, whar you need fo pay affenfion
fo, what goes info a ‘sense of place.” They fook three approaches. One was
efhnographic — garhering sfories thar would illuminare "a sense of place.” Another
was mefric in developing indicarors of well-being and value. Still a third focused

on developing policy, and especially, ar what levels ro intervene.

“I'm not sure there’s a faster way o do all this,” Blackmer chuckles. "It's raken
fiffeen years already, and we're sfill working fo encourage understanding of the
holistic approach we believe in so much. Ir really rakes a shiff in generarions for such

systemic change — commirment on that scale. Bur pieces can be done all along.”

Blackmer thinks a new project, dubbed Ways of rhe Woods, will help strengthen
the region’s sense of identiry and deepen understanding of the cultures, chiefly
Narive American and Anglo-European, whose values have nurrured rhar identify.
And “rhey are very different,” Blackmer notes. A mobile exhibifion of the northern
forest’s history will four small frowns, where educarional programming and

performances of fradifional arts and follksways will be offered.

Obsracles in taking a holistic approach to development abound, Blackmer
concedes — frying fo involve businesspeople who are quire narurally focused on
rheir businesses, working wirh public agencies thar are “siloed” by the limirs of their
aurhority. Bur he and his staff are defermined ro worls with organizations thar exist
despire rthe enranglements with enfrenched powers thar follow. The hope is fo

malke everyone “betfter, more effecrive — o nor add new layers.”

Ultimarely, the Northern Forest Center hopes fo enlist 300 ro 400 organizations

in an “overarching frameworls” that can coalesce info smaller regional or affiniry
groups fo work on policy. More than seventy are already on board and are faking
a common legislafive agenda ro Washingron, one thar addresses regional
infrastructure, economic development, educarion, land conservation, culfure,

and support for communities.

"Every step of the way, we've had ro worls ar bridging boundaries of secror

and geography,” says Blackmer. How have they done ir? "By figuring our how fo
worl fogefher fo enlarge the pie for everyone. It doesn't always worls, bur the acr
of collaborafing has a magical fendency ro unleash ideas, fime, and money.
We've had enough success fo say ‘we don't know how, bur rhis will worls."
And ulfimarely? "We would love ro be just one geographic node of
somerhing thar’s happening all over.”
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Seri shaman singing at sunset
after the successful launch of

a reed boat. Af one time, the
Seri navigated the gulf in reed
boats for fishing and travel to
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