
 
 

I.B.  THE NORTH: SHANDONG, NORTH ZHILI, 
SHAN-SHAAN 

 
 
I.B.1. Archival Documents, Published 

a. MQSL. Ser. 甲, vols. 1, 8–10; ser. 乙, vols. 1–6; ser 丙, vols. 1 (includes 

several letters previously published in Lishi bowuguan congkan 歷史博物館叢
刊, 1.2 [Dec. 1926]) and 5; ser. 丁, vols. 4-7; ser. 辛, vols. 1–2, 4–10; ser. 壬, 

vols. 1–5; ser. 癸, vols. 1–3. 

b. MQCZ. I: zhaochi 詔敕, items 5-8; Shenyang jiudang 瀋陽舊檔, items 58–63; 

Hongguang shiliao 弘光史料, items 64–65; waiguo shiliao 外國史料, item 1. 

III: Shenyang jiudang, items 2–3, 5–8; Hong Chengchou shiliao 洪承疇史料, 
item 44. 

c. MQDA. Ser. A, vols. 1–7, 34. Items in vols. 31–32 and 36 regard the transfer 
of Shandong and Henan troops and resources to assist campaigns in other 
regions. 

d. QNMD. Vols. 1–3 (see I.A.1.c.). Vols. 2–3 of this compilation translate fifty-
two of the seventy-four Manchu-script monthly record books of the Palace 
Historiographic Academy that are preserved from the SZ period (1/4 through 
18/6). The omission of monthly records that are either lost or unusable leaves 
considerable gaps. For some years, only one to three months are represented, 
and there are none at all for SZ9 or SZ16-17. Unlike the MQSL or MQDA, 
which consist largely of reports from the provinces about all kinds of govern-
mental affairs, the QNMD, especially for the SZ period, focus on the court and 
matters of immediate concern to Bannermen. We read little about the actual 
course of various campaigns; however, the Banner personnel assigned to active 
duty, the booty that was submitted and how it was distributed, the other re-
wards and forms of recognition that were given, and the punishments meted out 
in connection with campaigns are recorded in great detail. Generally, much 
attention is accorded to military personnel matters, especially among Banner-
men, making the records a good source of individual or composite biographical 
information. 

e. QNZS, Bk. 1, vol. 2. 

f. “Tianqi Chongzhen fangwu dang xuankan” 天啟崇禎防務檔選刊. Comp. 

CASS, Jindai shisuo ziliaoshi 近代史所資料室. Lishi dang’an 歷史檔案, 
1988 no. 1: 5–8. Published here are documents regarding Ming responses to 
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Qing movements north of the passes leading into Shanxi and No. Zhili in TQ7, 
CZ7, and CZ16. 

g. Chongzhen cunshi shuchao 崇禎存實疏鈔, 8 j. in 16 fasc. Comp. Guoli 

Beijing daxue yanjiuyuan wenshibu 國立北京大學研究院文史部. Shanghai: 
CP, 1934. This collection of 267 memorials, several for each day of CZ6 
(1633)/1, is a photoreproduction of an MS copy of what may have been a 
remnant Ming-period monthly record book of the Offices of Scrutiny for the 
Six Ministries (liuke shishu) discussed in I.K.1.c. Granted this, there naturally 
is no theme to the selection, but the general picture is that of a country beset by 
military insecurities in all quarters. Regarding the north-northeast, CZ6/1 was a 
month of tense watchfulness for the Ming, subsequent to Manchu raids on the 
Xuanfu 宣府 and Datong 大同 regions in the previous year and prior to the 

Manchus’ seizure of the crucial transshipment depot of Lüshun 旅順 on the 
Liaodong peninsula later in 1633. 

These memorials feature intelligence reports from the interrogation of 
spies, interlopers, and Chinese who had returned home from Manchu- 
controlled territories; plans to relieve Dengzhou 登州 of occupation by the 

renegade Ming general (later to become a Qing prince) Kong Youde 孔有德; 
and worried discussions of preparations for further hostilities—defense con-
struction and repair, securing supplies (including munitions), ensuring timely 
transport, management, and training of troops, military finances, etc., in the 
Xuanfu-Datong, Jifu 薊府–Yongping 永平, Shanhaiguan 山海關–Ningyuan 

寧遠, and Dengzhou-Laizhou 萊州 defense zones. Apparent is the degree to 
which the greater capital region was being squeezed between Manchu-led 
pressures on the one side and roving rebels on the other. 

h. “Chongzhen qinian Hou-Jin dui guannei de rurao” 崇禎七年後金對關內的入
擾. Comp. Fang Yujin 方裕謹 for the FHA. Lishi dang’an 歷史檔案, 1982 no. 
2: 3–19; 1982 no. 3: 3–13; 1982 no. 4: 5–14. These thirty-nine documents from 
the Ming Ministry of War report in detail the observations and measures of 
Ming officials and commanders during a period of over three months in 1634 
when Qing forces, under the personal direction of Hungtaiji, thoroughly raided 
all of Xuanhua 宣化 Pref. in northeastern No. Zhili and Datong Pref. in far 
northern Shanxi, and even penetrated beyond the second walled barrier into 
Taiyuan 太原 Pref. in Shanxi and Shuntian 順天 Pref., which encompasses 
Beijing. As Fang Yujin points out in his introduction, the cursoriness with 
which such Manchu raids (this being the second of five) are treated in later 
Qing official accounts makes these documents especially valuable. 
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i. “Shengjing Manwen Qingjun zhanbao” 盛京滿文清軍戰報. Comp. and trans. 
FHA. In QDSC, 14 (1990): 22–74. 

In this collection of translated Manchu records, twenty-eight are from 
wooden two-sided tablets or four-sided sections (mupai 木牌) that were used 
for military communications in the field, and 104 are written on paper—mostly 
reused Ming documents (on which the Manchu is written interlinearly) or paper 
gotten from Korea. This reflects the chronic shortage of paper under which the 
Manchus operated prior to 1644. 

The wooden-tablet records all are thought to pertain to the raid of 1636, 
led by Ajige, on the Beijing vicinity. Of the twenty-eight items, twenty-six are 
retranslations of those mupai that were photoreproduced with translations by Li 
Deqi 李德啟 in 1935 (Wenxian congbian 文獻叢編, no. 23). For a more re-
cent photoreproduction, with both romanizations and Japanese translations of 
these mupai, as well as a study of their historical meaning and a comparison of 
their contents with passages in the “Old Manchu Records,” see Matsumura 
1971. The remaining two mupai, when discovered in 1935, were thought to 
reflect the 1638 campaign of Dorgon and Yoto, which reached as far as Ji’nan 
濟南 (see Matsumura 1961). Further study has reassigned them to 1636. 

The paper records are military reports from various battles and raids during 
the period 1636–1643, including detailed listings of casualties and of booty in 
people, animals, and goods. 

j. “Bingbu tigao” 兵部題稿. Mingdai Liaodong dang’an huibian 明代遼東檔案
匯編, vol. 2, pt. 3. Comp. Liaoning sheng dang’anguan 遼寧檔案館 and 

Liaoning sheng shehui kexueyuan 遼寧省社會科學院. Liao-Shen shushe 遼
瀋書社, 1985. Among two dozen fragmentary or partial documents of the Ming 
Ministry of War (now held in the Liaoning Prov. Archives), concerning 
military affairs in various parts of the country, are a few substantial and per-
tinent items regarding: difficulties in transporting the requisitioned extra 
military supplies from So. Zhili; the defense of Qingzhou 青州 and Shou-

guang 壽光 in Shandong during temporary Qing occupation of those locales, 
probably in 1638; an inspection of the narrow passes through which Qing 
forces had been entering the region between Xuanfu and Changping 昌平 and 

the capture of a few “barbarians” in the vicinity of the Kaiping Guard 開平衛.  
Most of these documents lack dates. Ref: Pan Guohua et al. 1984: 129. 

k. Further selections from the Ming Documents 明檔 of the FHA (see I.A.k.1): 

甲. “Chongzhen shisannian Ji’nan beifang dang” 崇禎十三年畿南備防檔, 
1986 no. 1: 19–29. 
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乙. “Chongzhen shisannian Ming-Qing Deng-Lai zhanfang shiliao” 崇禎十三
年明清登萊戰防史料. Lishi dang’an, 1986 no. 2: 3–7. 

丙 “Chongzhen shisinian Ming-Qing zhanfang Mingdang xuan” 崇禎十四年
明清戰防明檔選. Lishi dang’an, 1988 no. 2: 3–11. 
The nineteen documents published in these issues reflect various Ming 

defensive responses in 1640–1641 to the humiliating Manchu invasions of No. 
Zhili and northern Shandong Province in the previous two years, and to the 
Qing offensive campaign on the crucial Ming defensive corridor from Jinzhou 
錦州 to Ningyuan, which commenced in 1640. 

l. Shunzhi yuannian neiwai guanshu zoushu 順治元年內外官署奏疏. 1 fasc. 

Comp. Beijing daxue yanjiusuo guoxuemen 北京大學研究所國學門. 
[Beijing]: Beijing daxue, preface 1931. This is a photoreproduction of one book 
of lushu (see I.K.1.c.), from SZ1/7. Since the SZ emperor had not yet moved 
from Shenyang to Beijing at that time, all of the thirty-nine memorials copied 
herein are directed to Regent Dorgon (ECCP: 215–19; QDRW, I: 55–73; Zhou 
Yuanlian and Zhao Shiyu 1986), and each appends his response. Most pertain 
to personnel matters in the capital, No. Zhili, and the northern provinces, 
especially Shandong—shortages of capable men in certain categories of office, 
recommendations to meet those shortages, self-recommendation by former 
Ming officials, appeals (usually denied) for rest or retirement. Collectively, 
they provide a glimpse of everyday difficulties faced by the shorthanded Qing 
government in establishing control over the mid-northern zone that lay between 
Beijing and the Ming armies north of the Yangzi. For a supplementary pub-
lished item, see Shiliao congkan chubian, fasc. 7, 4th document. Ref: Xie 
Guozhen 1981: 338. 

m. Huangfu shezheng wang qijuzhu 皇父攝政王起居注. Orig. Hongwenyuan 弘
文院 MS, with colophon by Liu Wenxing 劉文興 (Republican period), held 

Lib. of Sichuan Teachers’ Academy 四川師范學院 (rare).* See Xiong Ke 

1981. Pub. as Duoergun shezheng riji 多爾袞攝政日記 in Wenxian congshu 

文獻叢書, no. 15. Beijing: Guoli Beiping gugong bowuyuan 國立北平故宮博
物院, 1933. Rpt. in Biji wubian 筆記五編, vol. 1. Taipei: Guangwen shuju 廣
文書局, 1976. 

This is a record of the court business of Prince Regent Dorgon on twelve 
separate days between SZ2/5/29 and SZ2/7/9 (June 22-Aug. 29, 1645). Most 
pertinent to study of the Ming-Qing conflict is Dorgon’s emphatic statement, in 
the first entry, in defense of the Manchu hairstyle and his pronouncement that 
the tonsure and queue be required of all men under Qing rule. Generally it has 
been thought that the institution of recording “diaries of activity and repose” 
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(qijuzhu) for the emperor was not established as such by the Qing court until 
KX9–10 (Kawagoe 1975: 112; Zhuang Jifa 1980a: 120–21). That Dorgon had 
such records kept of his official acts lends credence to his reputation for impe-
riousness. 

A few Manchu documents that shed light on Dorgon’s activities can be 
read in Chinese translation in “Youguan Duoergun shiliao xuanyi” 有關多爾
袞史料選譯, Lishi dang’an 歷史檔案, 1987 no. 3: 10–15. For a late KX-
period official assessment of Dorgon’s controversial career, see Shiliao 
congkan chubian, fasc. 8, 2nd document. 

n. “Shunzhi chunian longluo yu kongzhi Hanzu guanshen shiliao” 順治初年籠絡
與控制漢族官紳史料. In QDSC, 13 (1990): 1–110. This collection of 107 
documents from 1644–1645 illuminates the means by which former Ming 
officials and degree-holders gained office in areas newly subject to Qing 
authority, especially in the northern provinces. It also shows Qing concerns 
about those men’s reliability and the measures taken to insure discipline among 
them. 

o. “Youguan Qingchu zhenya Ming zongshi fankang de shiliao” 有關清初鎮壓
明宗室反抗的史料. In QDSC, 3 (1979): 91–161. Herein are twelve documents 
concerning the capture, investigation, and disposition of fugitive or rebellious 
members of the Ming imperial lineage, including extensive testimony by the 
persons implicated. The cases arose in several different provinces—Shaanxi, 
Shanxi, Shandong, Jiangnan, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, and Huguang—and date from 
the years SZ3–6 and 9–13. 

p. “Shunzhi nianjian qingcha qike Mingfan tianchan” 順治年間清查起科明藩田
產. In QDSC, 4 (1979): 149–255. Published here are sixty documents which 
record detailed investigations of the properties of former Ming princes and 
other titled members of the Ming imperial lineage. Those properties often were 
prime real estate, which was especially likely to have been usurped by others 
during the disruptions of the 1640s, and the Qing state was very eager to begin 
taxing them for much-needed revenues. These reports originated in many prov-
inces, but ones from Shandong, Henan, and Huguang predominate. Though 
they date all the way from SZ1 through SZ18, those from SZ13 and SZ18 are 
most numerous. 

I.B.2. Chen Jiemin gong zougao 陳節愍公奏稿, 2 j. 

Chen Tailai 陳泰來 [Chen Gangchang 剛長]: Mingshi, j. 278 (vol. 23): 7125–26; 
Xiaotian jizhuan 48 (IV: 613–14). 

In Yuzhang congshu, fasc. 47. Transcribed from a Chen lineage genealogy. 

Chen Tailai was a supervising secretary in the Office of Scrutiny for Revenues 
in the winter of 1642–1643 when Qing armies under Abatai penetrated the capital 
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region and raided deeply into Shandong. Having earlier expressed concern about 
the “barbarians at our very door,” and having called for more reliable leadership in 
the Jifu defense zone, Chen responded to the raids with a barrage of impressive 
memorials—published in this collection—making concrete proposals to deal with 
the situation. Besides addressing the urgent need to defend Beijing, Chen also 
proposed raising an army of “righteous” mercenaries to help expel the invaders and 
requested to be placed in charge of them. His rabid memorials against suspected 
high-ranking traitors in the government surely reinforced the CZ emperor’s sus-
piciousness and perhaps his decision to make a scapegoat of Minister of War Chen 
Xinjia 陳新甲 for secretly pursuing peace negotiations with the Qing (which the 
emperor himself had surreptitiously authorized). 

Indeed, Chen’s proposals met with such favor from the emperor that he was 
transferred to the Office of Scrutiny for the Ministry of War and assigned to field 
duties reviewing the causes of failure to stanch the recent Qing penetration. Most 
of the memorials in the second j. of this collection concern mopping up and finding 
fault, particularly with the generals at Jielingkou 界嶺口, at least one of whom was 
condemned to be executed. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 872. 
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I.B.3.  Chujie jilue 出劫紀略, 1 j. 

Ding Yuekang 丁耀亢: See preface to this work (1656) by Li Chengzhong 李澄中, 

and postscript by Zhang Weihuang 張維煌; editors’ introduction to 1982 ed.; 
Li Jixian 1982. 

In Mingshi ziliao congkan, no. 2, 1982. Based on 1656 imprint held CASS. 
Identical copy held NLB (IV: 2498). 

In the first half of this memoir, the author, a free-spirited literatus of Zhucheng 
諸城, Shandong, gives a vivid account of how he and some family members 
managed to survive the Manchu intrusions of 1639 and 1642, as well as the mix-
ture of bandit depredations, Qing encroachments, and Ming military diffidence in 
Shandong from 1644 through 1647. Mainly, he and his family took refuge on small 
coastal islands. Particularly interesting is Ding’s ineffectual collaboration with a 
commander who was subordinate to Liu Zeqing 劉澤清. Included is a sketch of his 
experience as a tutor of Chinese to young Bannermen in Beijing in 1650–1651, but 
no account is given of his service as a Qing official in (No.) Zhili and Fujian during 
the subsequent five years. 

Ref: Wu Qingfa and Wang Song 1981; Xie Guozhen 1981: 971–72. 
 
I.B.4.  Dingsi xiaoji 定思小紀, 1 j. 

Liu Shangyou 劉尚友: Xie Fuchen 謝伏琛 preface to (c), p. 2. 
Editions: 

(a) In Dingchou congbian, j. 6. 
(b) In MJ, fasc. 8. 
(c) In MM. 1985. With Jiashen hezhen lue 甲申核真略. Based on (a). Rpt. in 

BJ. 43, vol. 5. Partial trans. in Voices, pp. 7–27. 

The author was a close relative of Ming Supervising Censor for Rites Shen 
Zhifang 申芝芳, whom he joined in Beijing in the winter of 1643–1644. Liu 
records his observations of conditions in the capital prior to and during its occu-
pation by Li Zicheng’s 李自成 regime (see ECCP: 491–92), and during the flight 
of the rebels and early occupation of the city by Qing forces under Dorgon. He then 
relates the numerous dangers and difficulties he encountered during his flight from 
Beijing with Shen Zhifang and during his often-interrupted trip back south-ward to 
his home in Jiading 嘉定. This memoir is especially useful for under-standing: (1) 
the situation of officials like Shen who survived the rebel takeover of the central 
government and then fell under suspicion of having collaborated with the rebels 
after managing to join the Ming court in Nanjing; and (2) the disrupted conditions 
between Beijing and Nanjing, especially along the Grand Canal, from the summer 
of 1644 through the winter of 1644–1645. 
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Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 355–56. 
 
I.B.5. Gaomi quancheng ji 高密全城紀, 1 j. 

He Ping 何平: See below. 
Preface 1643. 
Two Qing-period MSS held NLB (II: 348)* and Xie Guozhen memorial collection 

of CASS. 

This is a record by the incumbent magistrate, He Ping, of the amazingly suc-
cessful resistance by the people of the Gaomi county seat against the Qing forces 
that invaded Shandong in late 1642. The author, apparently deeply moved by his 
constituents’ valor, mutual cooperation, and loyalty to their magistrate, provides 
considerable detail on the functions performed by various social elements in the 
city and the resources they had available. He also reports information, obtained 
from refugees, on the organization and unit-strength of the besieging “Red Banner” 
forces. His narrative, of events from CZ15/11/21 until CZ16/2/27, is followed by a 
record of reinforcements to the city’s defense structures and armaments after that 
ordeal had passed. Also appended are two name lists: (1) ninety-eight persons who 
were killed in the resistance, briefly indicating the social position and manner of 
death of each; (2) over forty persons who supplemented the county coffers and 
gave money for military supplies, briefly indicating the social position and amount 
contributed by each. Finally, under the subtitle “Chongzhen renwu guiwei zhuan” 
崇禎任午癸未傳 are appended biographies of He Ping and of two other heroes of 

the resistance, Zhang Fuqin 張福秦 and his son, Wenming 文明, by an appre-
ciative resident of Gaomi Co. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 652. 
 
I.B.6. Jiashen hezhen lue 甲申核真略, 1 j. [latter one-third separately titled Nanxing riji 

南行日記 in (a) and other MSS]. 

Fadun 法遯 [Yang Shicong 楊士聰]: Epitaph by Wu Weiye (see II.25) app. to (c); 

Mingshi jishi, 辛 19 (vol. 28): 3096. 
Author’s preface 5th mo. 1645. 

(a) MSS, with emendations and colophon by Fu Yili 傅以禮, held SL and 

NLB (ZSB.史, #3025–26). 
(b) In MJ, 7th work. 
(c) In MM. 1985. Based on MS held Nanjing U.* Rpt. in BJ. 43, vol. 5. 

Yang Shicong held the scholarly position of Adviser to the Heir Apparent when 
Beijing was seized by Li Zicheng’s roving-rebel army in the spring of 1644.  By 
dint of acquaintance with a commander in Li’s regime, Yang escaped harm without 
collaborating in Li’s government. After the rebels abandoned Beijing, Yang was 
able to leave the city and make his way southward to join the rump Ming 
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government in Nanjing (bypassing his home in Jining 濟寧, Shandong), with the 

assistance of a former student, Fang Dayou 方大猷, who had joined the Qing 
along with Wu Sangui (see I.B.12, I.J.9, II.40) and was quickly rising in status with 
his new masters. 

Having reached the Hongguang court (see section I.C), Yang was disturbed to 
find in circulation all manner of falsities about, and unfounded charges being 
lodged against, men like himself who had been caught in the Beijing calamity.  
Though quite willing to admit cowardice in comparison with those few who had 
died righteously with their ruler in Beijing, Fang drew the line at accepting some of 
the attitudes and accusations he encountered in Nanjing. He wrote the Jiashen he-
zhen lue purportedly to tell exactly what he observed and experienced, day to day, 
from CZ17/3/17 when he heard that the rebels were approaching the capital, until 
8/11 when he at last reached Qingjiangpu 青江浦 on the Huai River 淮河 within 
the southern court’s sphere of control. 

For study of the Ming-Qing conflict, the most useful parts of this work are: (1) 
that describing the situation of Ming officials when they discovered that Beijing 
was being invested by the Manchus and that head-shaving would be required; and 
(2) the last third, in which we see the means found and difficulties encountered by 
officials who attempted to flee the capital southward, through what had become the 
lawless territory of the North China plain. This work appends two letters by Yang, 
one to Fang Dayou and one to the newly-appointed Qing intendant at Tianjin, Sun 
Zhaoxing 孫肇興. For comparable accounts, see I.B.4, as well as the Guchen jiku 

孤臣紀哭 by Cheng Yuan 程源 (XLT, fasc. 109), and the Zaisheng jilue 再生紀
略 by Chen Jisheng 陳濟生 (ZCZ, II: 317), which offer little personal observa-
tion of the Qing but more information on Ming officials prior to and during Li Zi-
cheng’s occupation of the capital. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 354–55. Prohib: 194. 
 
I.B.7.  Jingting ji 敬亭集, 10 j., suppl. 1 j. 

Jiang Cai 姜埰: Biog. by Wei Xi 魏禧 in suppl.; Mingshi, j. 258 (vol. 22): 6665–
68; Nanjiang yishi (II.31.c): 298–99; Fukumoto 1983. 

1662 imprint held LC (II: 1032–33).* That ed. possibly the one rep. by Shandong 
shuju 山東書局 in 1889. 

In 1642 serious losses to the roving rebels in Henan and the alarming losses of 
Jinzhou, Songshan 松山, Xingshan 杏山, and Tashan 塔山 to the Qing (along 
with some key Ming officials and military personnel) brought criticism of the Ming 
military establishment to a fever pitch. Jiang Cai, an outspoken censorial official 
who had just been promoted to Supervising Secretary of the Office of Scrutiny for 
Rites, joined in that criticism. He most harshly condemned erstwhile Minister of 
War Chen Xinjia, who was under somewhat unjust indictment for seeking a peace 
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agreement with the Manchus. But Jiang also roundly criticized the military 
administration for corruption, incompetence, and disloyalty. Late in that year, when 
Qing forces (under Abatai) again raided No. Zhili and Shandong, Jiang advanced 
proposals for anticipating the invaders’ movements and protecting the capital. 

Jiang’s memorials on these matters can be found in j. 7 of the Jingting ji.  
They were prompted by—and they added to—severe military demoralization in the 
last years of the CZ reign. 

Ref: SKTY: 3978; Xie Guozhen 1981: 891. 
 
 

 
I.B.8.  Loushangtang ji 樓山堂集 [Wu Ciwei xiansheng yishu 吳次尾先生遺書 (e)]. 

Wu Yingji 吳應箕 [Wu Ciwei 吳次尾]: Wang Youdian 1877, 6/45a–52a; 

Xiaotian jizhuan, j. 46 (vol. 4): 588–89; nianpu by Xia Xie 夏燮 in (c). 
Editions: 

(a) 25 j. Ed. Zhang Zilie 張自烈. Prefaces 1639. Held CAS, (500; ZSB.集, 
#10676), NLB (IV: 2467), and LC* (II: 1027). 

(b) 27 j. Qing-period imprint. Juan 1–6, 9–18, 19–20 are apparent sources for 
QK, j. 476–93 (rpt. vol. 33). Significant omissions, esp. in QK. 

(c) Ed. Zhu Ling 朱舲. Gaoan 高安, 1867. To contents of the first 27-j. 

edition, published by Wu Yingji’s son, Wu Mengjian 孟堅, in 1653 (NLB, 
IV: 2467, #1522), this edition appends four of Wu’s monographic works, a 
nianpu, and writings about Wu by others. 

(d) 26 j. Ed. Zhang Shaojiang 張少江. N.p.: Zhanyuan 蹔園, col. 1880. 
(e)  27 j. N.p., 1898. 
(f) 27 j. In Yueyatang congshu, ser. 2, pt. 13, fasc. 147–54. 1853. (Baibu, ser. 

64, case 16). Source for CJC ed., vols. 2167–70. 
(g) In Guichi ermiao ji 貴池二妙集. Comp. Liu Shiheng 劉世珩, 1900. In 

Guichi xianzhe yishu 貴池先哲遺書, fasc. 15–22. Guichi, 1920. Rpt. in 
MQ, pt. 7, vols. 61–62. 

1636 was an important turning point in the fortunes of the Fushe 復社 partisan 
network, of which Wu Yingji was a leading figure. That year the Fushe began to 
rebound from attacks by the clique of the CZ period’s most powerful grand 
secretary, Wen Tiren 溫體仁 (DMB: 1474–77). It was a time when Fushe mem-
bers, whether they held official positions or not, were moved to express themselves 
in print on a wide range of governmental problems and issues, and the collected 
writings of Wu Yingji, then just a stipendiary student, reflect that. 

Particularly in the “Ce” 策 section, Wu advances scarcely-veiled criticisms of 
Wen Tiren’s administration. Responding to the roving-rebel threat to Nanjing in 
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1635 and to reports of Manchu raids on North China in 1636, Wu—of Chizhou 池
州 Pref. in So. Zhili and a frequent sojourner in Nanjing—included among those 

essays several on military effectiveness, the “Bingshi ce” 兵事策 (in j. 10 of 
commonly-available editions [f] and [g]). The first four of those, which directly 
address the Manchu problem, are omitted from editions (b) and (c), and pejorative 
characters referring to the Manchus are blackened, boxed out, or simply omitted in 
all Qing editions. 

Basically, Wu argues that the roving-rebel problem must receive first priority, 
since the Manchus were merely taking opportunistic advantage of that. Pertinent to 
the succession issue that troubled the Hongguang court (see I.C) is Wu’s two-part 
essay in the “Shilun” 史論 section (j. 5 in most editions) titled “Han Guangwu 

zhongxing lun” 漢光武中興論. 
Ref: Wang Zhongmin 1983: suppl. 20; Xie Guozhen 1981: 840. Prohib: 441. 

 
 
I.B.9.  Ming da sima Lu gong zouyi 明大司馬盧公奏議, 10 j., app. 1 j.  

Lu Xiangsheng 盧象昇: Mingshi, j. 261 (vol. 22): 6759–66; funeral biog. by 

associate Yang Tinglin 楊廷麟 app. to this collection; biog. by Shao 

Changheng 邵長蘅 (KX period) in Shao Zixiang quanji 邵子湘全集, 

“Qingmen lugao” 青門蘆稿 sec., 15/26a–34b; see also Xu Deshi below. 
Editions: 

(a) Memorial hall 祠堂 ed., 1829. Prepared using Lu family MS and 1813 

imprint titled Zongjie quanbian 忠節全編.* Rep. in MM under title Lu 

Xiangsheng shudu 盧象昇疏牘. 1985. 

(b) In Ming da sima Lu gong ji 集. QL ed., rpt. 1908.* 

(c) In Lu Zhongsu gong ji 盧忠肅公集. 1875.* 

Lu Xiangsheng was one of the most militarily talented, vigorous, and devoted 
officials of the CZ period. His career in troop mobilization, coordination, and 
leadership began in 1629 when, as Prefect of Daming 大名 in far southern No. 
Zhili, he took action in response to Hungtaiji’s raid of that year. Subsequently he 
rose to prominence leading successful campaigns against various roving-rebel 
armies, primarily in Huguang and Henan. Manchu and allied-Mongol threats to 
Beijing via penetrations of northwestern defenses having become increasingly 
serious, in CZ9(1636) Lu was appointed Viceroy for the three defense commands 
Xuanfu, Datong, and Shanxi (see I.B.15). From that position, Lu came into severe 
conflict with Minister of War Yang Sichang (see I.B.16) over policy toward the 
Qing, Yang favoring negotiation and Lu favoring battle. This led to Lu’s demotion 
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and removal of logistic support from his units at a crucial time, the autumn of 
CZ11(1638) when Qing forces under Dorgon, Haoge, Abatai, and others entered 
the Great Wall through Miyun 密雲 and raided into far southern No. Zhili before 
going on into Shandong. Lu, trying to stay the Qing advance with a small remain-
ing force, was killed in hand-to-hand fighting in Julu 鉅鹿 Pref. in the 12th mo. of 
1638.   

Among Lu’s surviving memorials, published here, those most pertinent to the 
Ming-Qing conflict are in j. 5–10, subtitled “Xuanyun zouyi” 宣雲奏議, from Lu’s 
tenure as Viceroy of Xuan-Da-Shanxi. They date from his arrival for duty on 
CZ9/10/5 to ca. the 8th mo. of CZ11; omitted are any from his last, climactic con-
flicts with Yang Sichang’s cohort and with the Qing. This lacuna is partially filled 
by a collection of writings titled Jingxi Lu sima [jiutai gong] xunzhong shilu 荊溪
盧司馬(九台公)殉忠實錄 (in MJ, 5th wk., and in Jingtuo yishi, 17th wk. [rpt. in 
BJ.4, vol. 7]). This consists of two consecutive, naturally emotional but also 
detailed, narrative accounts of the last eight months of Lu’s life, as well as a 
biography of Lu by one of his personal aides, Xu Deshi 許德士, edited by Lu’s 

younger brother, Lu Xiangguan 盧象觀. The MJ edition includes two commem-
orative items by Xu, from the occasion of the establishment of a shrine in Lu’s 
honor not long after his death. 

Ref: Franke 1968: 168; Liu Qian 1986: 64–65; Xie Guozhen 1981: 331, 652. 
Prohib: several collections of Lu’s writings, 455–56. 

 
I.B.10.  Weicheng rilu 圍城日記. 

Xu Congzhi 徐從治: Mingshi, j. 248 (vol. 21): 6430–36.; biogs of Xu by several 
contemporaries in j. 1 of Xu Zhonglie gong ji (see below). 

Copies and editions: 
(a) 2 j. Early-Qing MS held Shandong Prov. Museum 山東省博物館 (ZSB.

史, #3119).* 

(b) 1 j. In the author’s collected writings, Xu Zhonglie gong ji 徐忠烈公集 

(cover title: Shandong Laizhoufu chongjian Xu Zhonglie cibei ji 山東萊州
府重建徐忠烈祠碑記), j. 2. Postscripts 1693. Held Nanjing Lib. (rare),* 
SL (rare), and NLB (IV: 2430). 

(c) 1 j. In Jiashen yeshi huichao, 1st wk. 

In the winter of 1631–1632, the troops under erstwhile Liaodong general Kong 
Youde revolted in northwestern Shandong and persuaded Kong to lead a secession 
of their base-area, Dengzhou Pref., from Ming control. In the 2nd mo. of 1632, the 
rebels laid siege to the prefectural city (present-day Yexian 掖縣) of neighboring 
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Laizhou Pref., like Dengzhou, an important army-navy site which had suffered 
often from the depredations of renegade Liaodong militarists. 

The Weicheng riji is a diary by Shandong Provincial Governor Xu Congzhi, 
beginning in [1632]/1/12 when he was informed of the revolt and ordered to take 
charge of troops to suppress it. We follow Xu through 1/21 when he enters Laizhou 
city, soon to fall under siege, into the 2nd mo., as he daily records defense meas-
ures (carried out in coordination with the prefectural governor of Dengzhou, Xie 
Lian 謝璉), down to 4/15, the day before Xu was killed by enemy cannon fire as he 
directed troops at the South Gate city wall. 

Though Kong Youde was unsuccessful in seizing Laizhou and eventually was 
forced out of Dengzhou, he went on to an illustrious career under the Qing, whom 
he joined in the spring of 1633. Probably for this reason, edition (b) honors Xu for 
defending Laizhou not against Kong, but against the “rebel general” Li Jiucheng 
李九成, Kong’s subordinate who instigated the initial revolt. The account points 
up the frustrations that beset Ming commands and led to mutinies and defections.  
See also II.33. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 317, 685. 
 
I.B.11. Weixian quancheng ji 濰縣全城記 [Quan Wei jilue 全濰紀略 (b)]. 

Zhou Lianggong 周亮工: ECCP: 173–74; Qingshi liezhuan, 79/32b–33b; 
Beizhuan ji, 10/21a–27b; Kim 1996. 

Copies: 
(a) Qing-period MS held FUL (ZSB.史, #3123). 

(b) 1 j. Qing-period MS held Shandong Prov. Lib. 山東省圖書館 (ZSB.史, 
#3122).* 

This is a collection of writings that were generated during the Manchu siege of 
Wei Co., Shandong, in the 12th mo. of CZ15 (Jan.-Feb. 1643), when Zhou Liang-
gong was county magistrate. It begins with Zhou’s desperate report (tangbao 塘報) 
on the course of the resistance, which urgently requests reinforcements and lists the 
names of subordinates who should be contacted in the likely event of his death.  
This is followed by calmer reports of the local victory, of women martyrs, and of 
the execution of an enemy spy. Especially interesting are the last two parts: (1) a 
public announcement (gaoshi 告示), in simple language, of the enemy’s defeat in 
nearby jurisdictions, as well, showing that they are not to be feared as much as 
people think and giving instructions for public action (complete with a rhyming 
“City Defense Song” 守城歌), should the barbarians come again; and (2) Zhou 

Lianggong’s ten-part “Quancheng fanglue” 全城方略, which outlines principles, 
items of wisdom, and measures to be taken in preparing a county for, and saving it 
from, such an attack. 
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After the fall of Nanjing, Zhou Lianggong joined the Qing and subsequently 
served them very actively in military pacification. His ardent defense of Wei Co. 
against the Manchus is not mentioned in the Qingshi liezhuan, and the Beizhuan ji 
biography plausibly but incorrectly mentions it as a defense against “bandits.” 

In the present day Zhou is noted mainly as one of the most influential collec-
tors and connoisseurs of art and antiques in seventeenth-century China. Sources 
such as the Weixian quancheng ji are valuable reminders of a very different aspect 
of his life. 

 
I.B.12.  Wu Sangui jilue 吳三桂紀略. 

Jin Dayin 金大印, as told to Li Weiran 李偉然: Opening lines of this work, and 

col. by Wang Dalong 王大隆 (Rep. period). 
Editions: 

(a) In Chu zhi taowu, fasc. 1, with several other Qing-period accounts of Wu 
Sangui’s career and demise. 

(b) In Xinsi congbian 辛巳叢編, 2nd wk. Comp. and ed. Zhao Yichen 趙詒
琛 and Wang Dalong 王大隆. N.p., 1941. Typeset pub. of (a). 

Because Wu Sangui (ECCP: 877–80) joined the Qing in 1644 when he invited 
them to enter Shanhai Pass and save the capital from Li Zicheng, and because in 
late 1673 Wu revolted against the Qing and precipitated an eight-year secession 
movement that severely taxed the unconsolidated Qing state, he has been anath-
ematized in both pro-Ming and pro-Qing historiography. Information on his service 
to the Ming until 1644 and to the Qing prior to the “Revolt of the Three 
Feudatories” 三藩之亂 is scattered and difficult to marshal (for some useful items, 

see “Youguan Wu Sangui de jijian shiliao” 有關吳三桂的幾件史料, Lishi 

dang’an 史料檔案, 1990 no. 1: 14–18). 
This work consists of admiring anecdotes from Wu’s earlier career by a man 

who long served in his personal guard. It is especially detailed about Wu’s am-
bivalent situation and actions in the 3rd and 4th mos. of 1644 when he was caught 
between the rebels in Beijing and the Manchus at Shanhai Pass. Also mentioned 
frequently is Wu Sangui’s brother-in-law, Zu Dashou 祖大壽 (ECCP: 769–70), 
another accomplished Ming military leader, who finally surrendered to the Qing in 
1642. This work surely was written before the end of 1673, when favorable views 
of Wu Sangui were still allowable in many circles. See also I.J.9 and II.40. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 689–90. 
 
I.B.13.  Xing-Xiang tigao 邢襄題稿. 

Li Yongmao 李永茂: Liu Qian 1984. 
Beijing: ZH, 1958. From a privately-held copy. 
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From the winter of 1642 through the mid-summer of 1643, Manchu forces 
under the general command of Abatai raided very extensively in No. Zhili and even 
took some major cities in Shandong. Li Yongmao, as Supervising Secretary of the 
Office of Scrutiny for War, was among the censorial officials whom the emperor 
dispatched to investigate and report on conditions in various locales.   

Li’s assignment was Shunde 順德 Pref. (ancient names Xing 邢 and Xiang 襄) 
in southwestern No. Zhili, and the Xing-Xiang tigao consists of nineteen of the 
memorials that Li wrote in connection with this assignment, dating from CZ15/-
11/19 through CZ16/1/3: his high-minded general recommendations before leaving 
the capital; descriptions of extensive abandoned fields en route; and reports of very 
discouraging conditions in the prefecture—shortages of capable local officials and 
of able-bodied militiamen, desertions from the regular army ranks, depredations by 
renegade troops and local bandits, consequent disharmony between civil and 
military officials, inadequacies of defense structures, funds, ammunition, and other 
supplies, etc. After the Manchu danger had passed, Li memorialized on the reasons 
for Shunde’s poor showing, who was to blame, and what relief measures were 
being taken. This probably is the most detailed account of a local response to the 
Manchu incursions on North China prior to 1644. 

Ref: Xie Guozhen 1981: 334–35, 937–38. 
 

I.B.14. Xu Guangqi ji 徐光啟集, 12 j. 
Xu Guangqi: ECCP: 316–19; Fang Hao 1970, I: 102–11; Liang Jiamian 1981; 

three Qing-period biogs. in App.1. 
Comp., coll., annot. Wang Zhongmin 王重民 (1903–1975). 
2 vols. Shanghai: ZH: 1963. Rep., annotations suppl. and corr. by Liang Jiamian 

梁家勉, 1984. Rpt. Taipei: Mingwen shuju 明文書局, 1986. 2nd rpt. in Jindai 
Zhongguo shiliao congkan, 3rd ser., vols. 81–82, under cover title Xu Wending 
gong (Guangqi) ji 徐文定公(光啟)集. 

Xu Guangqi is one of the most interesting and significant figures in late-Ming 
intellectual history. He rose from penury to become an outstanding agronomist, 
mathematician, astronomer, military strategist, religionist, and high-ranking offi-
cial during times of extreme governmental stress. In all his areas of endeavor, Xu 
broadmindedly drew knowledge and stimulation from the “Western learning” of 
his day, brought to China primarily by Jesuit missionaries. Baptized “Paul” 保祿 

by the Portuguese Jesuit Jean de Rocha 羅如望 in 1603, Xu subsequently worked 

very closely with Matteo Ricci 利瑪竇 to articulate European scientific knowl-
edge for Chinese scholars, and he acted courageously to defend and promote 
nascent Catholicism in China. 

In 1618, after Nurhaci’s seizure of Fushun, Xu was summoned to the Ming 
court along with other officials who were reputed to excel in practical (especially 
military) affairs. He was serving there as Admonisher to the Heir Apparent and 



 I.B. The North 219 

Examining Editor in the Hanlin Academy just before and after the Battle of Sarhu 
(1619). Xu’s memorials in j. 3–4, the “Lianbing shugao” 練兵疏稿, show the 
urgent advice—for better all-around preparation and training—that he put forth in 
the cacophony of alarm raised by that disaster. They also show his frustration when, 
having been promoted to a censorial position with responsibility for military 
training in Henan Province, his proposals and requests received no enabling 
responses from the throne. (This was during the terribly destabilizing interval of 
the successive deaths of the WL and TCh emperors and the accession of the in-
competent TQ emperor.) Facing an enormous task with little support, Xu soon 
relapsed into an earlier illness and had to resign, while Ming fortunes in Liaodong 
continued to plummet. 

Having survived the persecutions that afflicted many conscientious statesmen 
during the benighted TQ reign, Xu was brought back to court by the newly en-
throned CZ emperor in 1628. He soon was promoted to the position of Junior Vice 
Minister of Rites, and two years later to Minister of Rites. These appointments 
enabled Xu to proceed vigorously, assisted by certain Jesuit scientists and their 
Chinese collaborators, to establish Western astronomical and calendrical methods 
in the Bureau of Astronomy. The appointments also located Xu in the capital 
during Hungtaiji’s first, stunning raids (of 1629–1630) on Beijing and the north-
ernmost prefectures of Hebei Prov., and during the CZ emperor’s subsequent 
execution of the strategically and tactically brilliant governor of Liaodong, Yuan 
Chonghuan (see I.A.37). Thus, Xu’s memorials and other proposals from this 
second period of court service (until shortly before his death in 1633) include many 
that exercise his specialization in military affairs. Those are collected in j. 5, “Tun-
tian shugao” 屯田疏稿, and j. 6, “Shoucheng zhiqi shugao” 守城製器疏稿.  Also, 
readers should not overlook Xu’s letters to Xiong Tingbi (see I.A.35) and to Lu 
Shanji (see I.A.21) in j. 10 and the Supplement 補遺, respectively. 

In the military facet of Xu’s multifaceted career, he is best known for cham-
pioning (early with the support of his fellow Christian convert and student of 
Western science Li Zhizao 李之藻) the introduction of European techniques in 
manufacturing, deploying, and firing more powerful and reliable cannon and other 
big guns than the Chinese had developed indigenously. He was a key figure in 
arranging the importation of European-style guns and gunnery instructors to aid 
Ming defense measures in the Liao and North China theaters. Pertinent writings by 
Xu and Li can be found principally in j. 4 and 6. On this technology, the other 
Chinese and European figures who were active in introducing it to the Ming mili-
tary, its transfer to Qing hands, and the ways in which it conditioned all subsequent 
Chinese military operations in the dynastic era, see Joseph Needham et al., Science 
and Civilization in China, Vol. 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology, Pt. 7, 
Military Technology: The Gunpowder Epic (Cambridge UP, 1986), esp. pp. 392–
93. 

The materials in this collection were drawn mainly from nine Ming-, Qing-, 
and Republican-period collections of Xu’s writings. Most of the items in the 
sections highlighted above are variously available in: (1) the HMJW, j. 487 (rpt. 
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vol. 30); (2) the Zengding Xu Wending gong ji 增訂徐文定公集, comp. Xu 

Zongze 徐宗澤 (Shanghai, 1933; rpt. by Xu Maoxi 徐懋禧, Taipei, 1962), j. 3; 

and (3) the Xu Guangqi zhuyi ji 徐光啟著譯集, comp. Shanghai shi wenwu 

baoguan weiyuanhui 上海市文物保管委員會 (Shanghai: SG, 1983), fasc. 1. 
Ref: App. 2, Wang Zhongmin edition; Fang Hao 1970, I: 99–101. Prohib: 327. 

 
I.B.15.  Xuan-Da-Shanxi sanzhen tushuo 宣大山西三鎮圖說, 3 j. 

Comp. Yang Shining 楊時寧: Xingzhuang in Zhang Tongde 張同德, Zhaofu ji 昭
甫集 (1600), 18/1a–9b. 

1603 imprint. Rpt. in XLT, fasc. 20–25 (Taiwan rpt. vol. 4). 

In 1601, Vice Minister of War Yang Shining was appointed Viceroy over the 
Xuanfu, Datong, and Shanxi 山西 Defense Commands (headquarters at present-

day Ningwu 寧武, Shanxi Prov.) in response to incursions by the Eastern Mongols.  
To educate the emperor and court about the needs of those commands, Yang had 
his subordinate officials and generals prepare maps and information, which he 
compiled, edited, had printed, and presented to the throne in 1603. The work 
provides a map of the three-command region (in relation to the capital), including 
nearby Mongol locations beyond the Great Wall, and maps of each defense com-
mand center 鎮 and each of the three commands’ constituent forts 堡, including 
outlying guardposts and strategic topographical features. For each of these instal-
lations information is provided on its history, geographic extent, physical construc-
tions, particular defense function, troop strength, supply level, etc. 

With the rise of the Manchu threat in the northeast from the next decade on-
ward, support for these defense commands was steadily cut so that more military 
resources could be used in Liaodong. Thus, as Hungtaiji gradually subjugated the 
Eastern Mongols, he found it possible to penetrate this region with virtual impunity, 
as he did almost casually in 1632 and with more serious intent in 1634. The Xuan-
Da-Shanxi sanzhen tushuo, though produced more than three decades earlier, is a 
valuable indication of the late-Ming capabilities of what had long been the most 
important part of the Ming dynasty’s northern defense system. 

 
I.B.16.  Yang Wenruo xiansheng ji 楊文弱先生集, 57 j. 

Yang Sichang 楊嗣昌: DMB: 1538–42. 

Comp. (author’s sons) Yang Shansong 山松, Yang Shanzi 山梓, and Yang 

Shansun 山槂. Ed. nine of the author’s grandsons. 
Prepared for publication by a group of the author’s great-grandsons, probably in the 

YZ period, perhaps from a CZ-period imprint, no longer extant. Two MSS held 
Tōyō Bunko* and CAS (488), resp. 
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This little-known work is an extraordinarily valuable source for the study of 
late-Ming institutional military history, especially the relation between military in-
capacitation and wider systemic problems in the last Ming administrations. Of the 
total fifty-seven j., forty-two consist of over 600 of Yang Sichang’s memorials to 
the WL, TCh, TQ, and CZ emperors, from 1617 (8th mo.) through 1622 (5th mo.) 
and again from 1631 (9th mo.) through 1641 (2nd mo.). They reflect in great clarity, 
concreteness, and detail Yang’s concerns—professional as well as per-sonal—
during the four main phases of his middle and late career: successive posts, 
particularly those dealing with military supply levies, in the Ministry of Revenues; 
supervisory, then censorial, then coordinating duties for Shanhai Pass and the 
surrounding Yongping Pref.; service as Minister of War (concurrently Minister of 
Rites) and as Grand Secretary; and disastrous assignment as supreme field com-
mander against the rebel army of Zhang Xianzhong 張獻忠. There follow two j. of 
records of seventeen audiences among Yang, the CZ emperor, and other high 
officials, covering thirty items of discussion, mostly regarding military affairs.  
Juan 45-53 consist of 486 of Yang’s letters to other important officials charged 
with conducting military affairs, including such key figures in anti-Qing defense 
efforts as Hong Chengchou (see I.D.1.f), Fang Yizao 方一藻, Chen Xinjia, and Lu 
Xiangsheng (see I.B.9). The remaining three j. are of poems and miscellaneous 
writings. 

After Yang became Minister of War, with general responsibility for nation-
wide military operations, his attention increasingly was occupied by problems in 
dealing with the roving rebels. However, Liao defense and the Latter Jin/Qing 
invasions of northern No. Zhili and Shandong are addressed in about half of 
Yang’s audience-records and in a large majority of his memorials, until the last two 
years. Most of his letters concern the roving rebels. 

This collection makes accessible to us Yang Sichang’s intimate knowledge of, 
and acute concern about, military competence and discipline, the relation between 
military supply and army morale, the realistic means of raising and distributing 
additional revenues for troop supplies, and the importance of knowledge of pre-
cedent and established procedures on the part of effective civil and military 
officials. It is also richly informative about: working relations between ministerial 
officials, such as Yang, and eunuchs who were employed as military field super-
visors, such as Gao Qiqian 高起潛; about the crises of 1637-39, when the Man-

chus subjugated Korea, seized all of Eastern Liao (including troubled Pi Island 皮
島), and made deep, prolonged incursions on North China, severely jeopardizing 
the Ming capital; about the heated controversy of 1638–1639 over talking peace 
with the Qing; and about debates over reforming the martial examination system. 

Though he was regarded as indispensable by the CZ emperor, Yang Sichang 
was bitterly criticized by contemporaries, and his historical reputation has suffered 
ever since. Perhaps this accounts for the slight circulation or utilization of his 
collected writings, notwithstanding the efforts of the chief compiler, Yang’s son, 
Yang Shansong. The latter also wrote a work, entitled Guer yutian lu 孤兒籲天錄 
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(preface 1680; held CAS [105]), which begins with a biography of the father and 
then defends his policies and measures in sixteen areas that drew criticism and 
elicited controversy. It specifically cites critics’ words and quotes extensively from 
Yang Sichang’s official papers. 

Ref: Yoshio 1984. Prohib: 416. 
 

I.B.17.  Yubian jilue 豫變紀略, 8 j. 

Zheng Lian 鄭廉: Preface by Wang Xingya 王興亞 to (d). 
Editions: 

(a) Ed. Peng Jiaping 彭家屏. Xiayi 夏邑 [Henan], 1743.* 

(b) [Kaifeng 開封]: Henan guan shuju 河南官書局, 1920.* 

(c) In Sanyitang congshu 三怡堂叢書, fasc. 37–40. Comp. Zhang Fengtai 張
鳳臺. Henan guan shuju, 1922. Rpt. in CJCX, vol. 279. 

(d) In MM. 1984. Based on (a). Coll., annot., punct. Wang Xingya. 

This work records the numerous unusual and unnatural occurrences, both 
human and non-human, that the author observed or learned of in Henan Prov. from 
1626 through 1645, with particular reference to the author’s home prefecture, 
Guide 歸德. The first decade (actually beginning two years before the author’s 
birth) concerns mostly strange heavenly and terrestrial phenomena (such as the 
Yellow River running clear). In 1631 we start to see more about social and political 
matters, and the work goes on to describe in detail the depredations of, and the 
government’s campaigns to suppress, various roving-rebel armies, which the 
author, then a boy, observed for a time as a captive. 

Pertinent here is the end of the work, the last part of j. 7, in which we find 
vividly described the efforts of local leaders to restore order in the summer of 1644, 
after the collapse of Li Zicheng’s regime and in the absence of any clearly insti-
tuted authority in either Beijing or Nanjing. There follows detail on the background, 
motives, and destructive activities of the fence-sitting militarist Xu Dingguo 許定
國 in the Suizhou 睢州-Ningling 寧陵 area. It concludes abruptly with the arri-
val of Qing armies in Henan north of the Yangzi and their preparations to attack 
the rebel stronghold west of Tong Pass 潼關.   

This record, which must have been completed many years later, between 1693 
and 170l, places the memories of the author and his friends, relatives, and other 
respondents in political context by utilizing various private written sources. It 
shows the overwhelming preoccupation in the swing-province of Henan with 
capturing and punishing rebel-collaborators, rather than with the Manchu threat. 

Ref: Editor’s explanation and author’s prefaces to (d); Xie Guozhen 1981: 
272–74. Prohib: 468. 
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See also: I.A.1.l, “Chongzhen shisannian...”; I.A.2, Bianshi xiaoji; I.A.6, Chen Taishi 
wumengyuan chuji; I.A.10, Dattan hyōryū ki; I.A.33, Simyang ilgi; I.E.5, Huian Wang 
Zongxiao gong quanji; II.4, Chongzhen changbian; II.24, Jiashen chuanxin lu; II.33, Pingpan 
ji; II.34, Sanchao yeji; III.A.1.b, Chongzhen shilu.  
 


