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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

FFI E F fl. ' I 'PE '1'10 

[ARlO ) I D.) D 
DEP R'l'ME 'r, 

mber 29, 1910. 

Hon. . Blat hley tat Geol O'i t of Indiana: 
DEAR IR-I have the hon r to ubmit to you herewith the 

manus ript of my annual report a tate atural Ga uper;visor, 
the same bein for the 1910 and the nineteenth report issued from 
this office, 

Again acknowledO'ing the cordial upport that' I have received 
from ou while I have h d charg of this office, and thanking you 
for th ame I am, 

Your in erely, 

REA. KI EY, 
tate atural Gas Supervi or. 
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Annual Report of the State Natural Gas 
Supervisor. 

In previo r ort I hav Cti 'U ' ed at length th differ nt 
phases of the gas ituabon a i i ted ·in the tate of Indian, 
and re ommende the ena tm nt f law that would remedy the 
prevailing evil. My purpo e in this report i not to dw 11 par­
ticularly upon tho e thin whi h re ne e ary to the preservation 
of a field nor the dan er that onfront the produ er of ga 
in the Indiana fiel but to iv th p pIe of the State an idea f 
the pre nt condition of th fi Id and the good that ha b en 
wrou ht by this offi be a 1 of the greater pow r v t d in it 
by tl a t of the Legislature. 

It i. impo ible for thi ffi to give all of the informati n l' -

quir d, viz., compl te and tabu]at d statistic of he numb r of a 
wells, with the 10 ation and 1'e ord of eolo ical "tr ta pa ed 
throucrh in drilling them' the value of ga produ ed' the ro k 
pre ure in rea e or deer a e in rock pres ure and volume of fl \ . 
numb r f mil . apa ·it and cost of mains laid; co t of gas a. a 
fuel; number f p r on emplly d in the production f cras for 
the rea n that th fi Id ha d v 1 ped tou h an extent that it i. 
not po ible for th . up rvi r with hj' Jimjt d number of as i t­
ant to 011 t th inf rmation nece ary. 

t 

tated in 
uir d of tbis offi 

duti te-

, . ear.'. 'The lR t Ii i..lat.urc pa ed a w H-plugging law that 
i very ttective and it has done a lot toward improving the fi ld 
generaH,. The ga pr ure js in rea ing, al {) th v lume and the 
arte 'ian water i not affe ted by the alt wat r a it wa two year 
ago. Thi, proves that the w ll-plu ginO' la\ that i now in effe t 
will eventually overcom th viI hat a wrought bef re w 
were able to cope with the diffi ul ies that c nfronted u. Thi 
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law ha 0 t the tate pra ti ally nothing, a it ha been run on 
the fee y tem and each man get hat h 011 c in fees. For 

er well plugged the 0" ner f aid w 11, or the Ie e, pay to the 
Tr a ur r of tat five d lIar. 'l'hi fi e d lIars i paid over to the 
d u who ha plugged ai well, and in this" a th pluggin 
d partm nt ha not b en an xp n e to the tat. 

I am not in favor of a fee j b of any kind, but it a the only. 
uld get at thi and hav a law pa ed wher by we c uld 

pr t t the :fi l~ ould not ask the tate to appropriat 
m n y for the b nefit of individual , an the nly I' our left u 
"a f I' t11 man or P f"on who owned or 1 a ed the Ian to pay 
the f e. \t h t time I did not know 'h W l11U h thi viTould amount 
to n I' h w man eputie would be required, so Ion t fix a 
alar f r a d puty. Even at thi time it is a hard ma t r t d­

termine ju t how many m n are needed in the plu ginO' d -
partment. 

OIL FIELD. 

uring tIl hi ·t I' f thi fi ld there have been 4,000 gas wells 
drilled and 2,500 of them are now plugged. There i at the pre ent 
t im a daily pro u ·ti n of 50 000 000 ubic feet of ga ,hich i 
worth .20 er thou and malrinO' the daily produ tion of gas in 
the Indiana field worth $10,000 or over $3000000 per ear. Thi 
ga i produced from twenty- even different ountie and the field 
extends from Gib on unty n the outh rn border lin to 11 n 

ounty in the northea t corner, a distance of 250 miles on an air 
line. The init ial pres ur run from 40 ound t 440 P und t 
h squar inch. Th larg t well ar e 10 ated in Pi1\: ounty 

there being v ral well there that will produce more than two 
million cubi feet a day each. 

'I he "outhern :fi -ld ha no connection whatever with the north­
.rn fi ld. In the north rn fi ld whi h i known as the" gas belt," 

ga i: -prndu ed f rom what is known a the Tr nton rock which 
xt nd. from All n C unty to Deeatur ounty and a far west a 

.f ndri ks nil and to th tate line on the ea t. ,,11 drilled 
in th Tr n n 1'0 k may affe t anoth I' well five mile a\ a. ; thi 
i one r a on the w ll-plu ging la,,' was pa ed, to prevent the ruin­
in of thi 'l'renton ro k:fi ]J and to prot . the oil and ga bearin 
and. 'l'he fr h water had her tofore be n u]]ow d to enetrat 

the Tr nton ro k and thi water all ha to e han 1 d with pump 
and pump It f th r (II\: hefor w could rea h the ga and oil 
in thi territor . Ian,) \y n-- w r ruin d here before thi law was 
passed, by the careless plugging. 
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NEW FIELD. 

ondi i n in th n w :fi 1 ~ thr ugh Pike and Gib on untie 
ar mll~h diff r nt to The oil and ga i~' 

found at a d pth 0 1 v n hundr f et wi h two layer of alt 
\\ a r one at ab 11t 600 fe t and th other at 1000 f t. Thi 
lliak the drillin f th s -' \V n er low as the hole is full f salt 
,va er from the tim th I' a had pth of 00 f et. fter I' a hiner 
1 000 f et thi alt water i a d in with 6i-in h ca ing and th 
w 11 i drill d in to th oil and without r a rung an more wat r. 

O'ood "oil 1''' may b found 500 f et from what i termed a 
(du ter" or a. dr hole. A dr hoI in th uthern field den t 

in i at that that f I'm n whi ,h it wa drilled rou t be on mn d 

al' a ,,,hi 'h th ,) °tbink xi, t . 

diff r nt an in thi :fi Id- rdi-
nd. The oil m t 1a 

onne t d in m 
olid 

nw 
liev 
why 

ervoir. 
bHnn r 

of t 01 .. 
r at 

I hay in Iud d both il and a. in thj r port b au 
t nth of th e \y 11. n \\' prodn iner oil in the outhern part 

hte al ha pI nty of t run t11 m whi h mean a e at 
aving to the oil t nit~r. and i. th n]. mat rial that i pra tical 

f r ligbt an 1 fn 1 hr. 'Ih il m n ha ] arned thi through 
xp rien e th 11 rth .> rn fi ]d ha. pea ti all hut down now 

on ac(!ol1llL of the gas failure , 
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PRES RE AJ D FLOW. 

and flow of natural O'a varies in diff r nt fi Id 

was new. 
In Oakland it. 522 

th se i i 
Thi will m an a gr at d al for nth rn Indi~na , a. 
factories to 0 there and it will h n O'r at onv nien 
pIe at Iarg . 

EXPERIENCE A TE C1:I ER. 

unty th 

Th pe pIe f th t , t of In ianfl hFlV lJI'ont d by·peri >11 

in tll u. e of na UJ al O'a. . J n th old ( la~'. wl1 n th natural ga 
neld wa~ boominD': the northern part f th -'ta thought we would 
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t the upplY. 
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open n;eir window , and 
lIundre<l of farmers ha 

in tlLir yard and in front of their homes 
and urn <l thou and f f t of ga in thi way. The e lights 
burned ni 'ht nd daJ until the Legislature pa ed what is known 
as the ' ~ lamb au a\\." 'Meters were unknown at that time; 
verybody urne what th wanted to, usually at a flat rate, for a 

1011 ar or tv 0 dollar t ve. 
It i the fault of tb pe pIe nd n t the fault of thi department 

h t th D'a of Indiana had fail in what j known as the" gru 
bIt.' A O'reat many thin ) h v be n expec d of thi department 
that it a imp ible for it t d uch a mak la to pI' tect thi 
11' i u fu I from being piped out f th tat, and trying to r gu­
lute th use of as with ut the h Ip of the people at large. 

TIl fir t D'rat mi tak m d in Indiana r garding the ga and 
oil, e p ially the ga w th farm r in writing up his ontract 
with the ga rp ration. Wh n he la ed hi farm if he had 
ins rted in thi do ument a lau e that would prey nt the Ie 
from piping hi ga out of th tate or prohibited them from u in 
artifi i31 m an wh reby h y uld in rease th natural flow, thi 
evil would never have xisted and would have av d this depart­
ment a lot of litigation. 

G S MAINS. 

Thi department has rna an extra ffort in the last two year 
o that all ga main are in goo ondition and w believe that 

at thi time the ga main and the ga plant in th tat f Indiana 
are in ex ellent condition, and w feel safe ina in that 50 000,000 
ubi f et of ga are bein u d at th pre ent time. 

PIPE IJNES. 

rrh r a gI' at de 1 a eing pumped throughout th 
tate today th Fairm unt and Greentown pumping tation being 
ill in en t n'e and pumpin . gas to hicago. 

nder on, Ri bm nd h Ib ville and Knightstown and num r­
u oth I' iti are being suppli d with gas by the assi tan e f 

pumps. 
It has alway been my opinion that if a law had been ena ted 

to prohibit the pumpin of thi ga there would be as much ga 
u ed today by its natural flow ther i by the artificial mean . 
However, th ga mpanie have b en allowed to do this, the law 
bing r p a] om aD' whi h prohibit d .them from doing 
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thi. I have talc n the PI' p ition up with the L O'i lature veral 
lDl but ha n v r b n abl ha th law r - na t d. ~ r tb 

0' od of tb pe pIe of th tat to-
ay, and would not onl b n fit what i known a the O'as produ -

in ro k but, uld be of re( t b nefit to th peopl a the lif f 
thi flow would be prol nged if it W re allowed to come to the ur­
fa e by its natural flow. 

'1'her are hundre of thou and f d Har inve te in piI 
line, and it i n t the int ntion of thi department to take a , a 
from th owners anything hat ri h -full bIng to them; but 
thi , think bIng t th p pl at Jar and not to an indi­
vidual. ]'or five mile about the pumpinO' ta ion a va uum i 
being created an ga i bing drawn fr m under Ian on whi h 
no rental i being pai by the~e orp ration. The only way thi 
an be remedi d i for the L i latur to nact la~ to prohibit 

the u e of the e gr at va UUTIl pump and thi department UO'O' t 
that u h a law be ena ted. 

The money that i inve t d in the 1,500 well producing ga in 
Indiana amounts to mol' than 15,000,000. Thi i a I w esti­
mate, and more w 11 are being drilled e ry day, which prove 
that thi ha b en a gr at indu try and will undoubtedly be the 
h ape t and b t fu I f I' part. of. the tate for everal year 

to come. 
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