


























































































































VER}'flLLION" COUJl.TTY. 171 

m inutc of gold , throll lJ' h a ll this r O' ion, bnt no t in 

:-: llfflcient quant it ies to pay fa ir day .' waGes for w a . hin g i t. 

Clays.-Next to coal and iro ll , t he und r ·la ys of t he coal 

ta ke the 1l10 -t importa n t place amo ng the mineral 

of the county. The bed w hi h und erlie coa l N( . 

,) 5cem: t o b e, both from it · bura ·ter anu ext li t, the rno:,t 

va lua blc onc of all, be i ng ge ll era lly of :1. I ig h rer colo r thall 

thc underclays of t he oth r \.t Burns' bank, east 

of H irrhland, it was especially /l ot i eu a be ill g llea rl y pur 
w hi i-e, an d from two to feet j hi (; k. At so me pa rt' () f i h 
nt 'rop, a. at certa in po in t on Jonath< .11 " creek, ih c clay, 

w hi ch i· cverywhe re quite i. c hanrred to a 

very compact, sen li-cry ta llin e a nd ·tone, f ull of he rootIc ls 
of Stig maria, simi la r t o th at b efore m e nti o ned nJ:nli:il1 ()' 
t h lcye l of No.4, below N e wport. Thi s ('lay co n t ill­

uo us through t he whole o u tcrop, thou g h of \'n ry ing thi ck­

lI C!':-' . III t he southern podjon ;:, of the coun ty it noticed 

I hat th thinner and more ' bra h ' portio lJ ::: of i he sea m ::; 

had t h e more fire - -lay . The mai r ial :::-:ccrn espe-

.ially \vell fi tted [or t he manufacture of tl lin a , bot h u seful 

amI ornamc ll tal, as well as for fire-briel.. For the Iati: 'r 

the l1nuer chys of N o.6 a re abo s lli tab le, though 

I ike ly to makc a d a rke r bri c k. 011 Tro 'p er bra n h of t he 

Big V -rmi llion, p erh a ps a m ile \\' est of the State lin e, a lld 

fo nr mil e ' of Georg tow n, lllino i::-, th ';:;e d ay', 

ill ·Iuding thin in tercalated of limes tolle, are o y('r 

:-:i xtee ll feet t hi ck, and 'how a can iderab.l e va ri ety of coI­

n::; . At no point within the cou nt-y was ' 0 (Treat a thick­

ness ob::-erved , from t wo to six o r e j ·h t fee t b ein ry t he ordi­

Il ary thi ckn es ; but it i s n ot improbable t hat, at- so me of 

l.he openillg. of t hi ' scam \ hieh \ ill certa inl y he m a d e 

upon the ridge between the Bi (T a nd Little Vermillions. 

day of 'imil a r thi c kn ess and eolorill g may b e met \vith. 

Building Mate'rials.-In a letter from IVIr. J ohn Collett 

uf Eugene, dated 3 d of January, 1870 he says : 
., Bri k ha ve been m a nufactured at a bon t forty-five dif­

fe rent loca li ties in tbis Ollnty, e mbra c in g every yaridy of 
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material. Tho;:, manufa tured from the 'bouldcr- lay~ \ 
of the table-lands adjoinill 17 the Grand prairic, espe ·ially 
\Vh 11 madc of material ' un xpo, ed to oxidation of thl' 
L ir, arc f li rrht color, 'omewhat approaching the browni . 1l 
cream 0101: of th l\Iih\ ankcc' bri k' ill other r~ pcct~ 
a re a fair arti Ie. Br·ick .. hu v oft n b en madc from the 
:::alldy loam f til ~ er~ek and river bottom', ' 'ometim ::; 
addin cy a c.;mall proportion of t rrace' or ' boulder-clay. 
This material requires more are in burning, a the alka­
lil1e pota"h etc. helli in -olution by the water, is set fre' 

by a ce s of air, and this, with the gr at amount of veg t-

ble matt r, read ily form ' , in cOllnection \.\ i th the uand, :l 

coatin cy of glas:3. Experiment. have been made at Perry._­
yille, anli at Newport, r 'u lt ing in the manufacture of good 
fire-bri k from the undcr ·lays' and decompo ed 'hale and 

oap .. tone 0 abundant throughout thi . county.' 

Of stone 'uitable for buil ling purpo 'cs there i' no lack. 

, orne of the more heavily bedded, lightly ferrugi11ou~ and­

;-;tone layer of the sandy 'hale between coals No.7 and 

No.6 have been quarried, on a mall ~ cale, alono- the hill 

1 tw en Clinton and the mouth of Brouillet' creek. Th l" 
heavy b dd d and tone, which commonly lie from ten to 
1hirty f et above oal No.4, has yielded more stone for 
building purpo 'e::; ihan any other bed in the county. Alon(Y 
the Little "\ ermillion, jnst below White Mill, it generally 
"aries ,from four to uine feet in thickne ,and i. a fine build­
ing tonc, but 'orne of the aceompanyinO' layer, though look~ 
ing qui te olid in the quarry," ill not re'i t the disintegratin o­
action of t he weather, and mu t be rejected. From thi:, 
layer eon 'iderable roek ha been quarried, along the BiCY 
Vermillion, below Eugene; on 'ripton branch, south of 
Eugelle; along the Little Verrnillion, as ju ·t stated; and 
in the bluff east of Highland. At the latter place the face' 
of the quarry, twenty £ et thick, how \ ell a vieweu from 
the river. Among the shaly and 'tones ju t below the quarry 
rock we frequently meet with large, thin flagstones, often 
"howing ripple-mark. At all the quarrie we find the stone 
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containing mar or Ie plant remai n, f thc acnc ra Lppl:~ 
dod ndron, igillaria, S!Jrillfrodenr.iron, Calamites, rOT(la~ 

ites, et . 
rom the upp r bed f the Mill ~tol1 e grit 'mall quanti~ 

t.ie ~ of rock have be 'll guarri d, b hyc II Perl' vill e and 
o\'ingt n. om of the 'e conhill ufIieicnt rni 'a to make 

' t I robablc iha they will pro e f'uitabl for furnace Ilearths. 
\Vhen furnac 'hall be 'tabli,h d in the C011111y it will 
bc worth while to test thc~e fairly before ao illg further for 
bearth:-;tollc. ome portion of the Hanain a Rock :5allO­
s on als appear l1itablc for thi ' u:-;c. 

111 the 'eetioll at Neb k r':s coal-bank nor t.h of Clinton: 
. band of and ,tone, marl,cd a a" fir e ' tO IlC " in tile 'C 

t ion aiv 11 , ha be n u ~· d in fireplace ' ill :sugar camp' ill 
the n ·i O"hbo rhood and found to ",tand well. 

Thc lim tonc at P IT 'ville i not uit d f r b ildilw 
purr =-c , , incc it:; arO"illa OUH charncter rend rs it pe u­
liar! habl to be broken up by the fro t, as j plainl. 
, hown alol1O" it outcrop. It \\ ould make a nluablc lim 
for ;1 aricultural purpo' " All 01 hcr i hick ea m of lim . tone 
i ' th' ne de' 'ribcd a cx i--t inO' on Fall bran h, jn ·t bElow 
th lIar e hoe of the Li 11 Vermillion, which appea r~ to 
be a pr'tty :::ol id rock' but it po irion and thilll1e;;:' PI' -
vent it, beil1O" of mu h practical valuc. till anothe r 0('.­

'ur ' abovc coal No.7, above tbe Hor--<, 'ho , and i li e !:iall1t! 
r 'll1ark \\ ill apply qually \ycll to tlri a to the prcviou ,' 
OIlC . At byo or ihre , pojl1t~ a at Pl'rry vill lime \\'a~ 
formerly burnt for mn on " U"'t', but the 'rone n;-;( d wa ' 
found 100:-,e in i he \ -3 "h of i he ' boulJcr c]ny." The lime 
now u: d in thi ounty i ' 'l1i ircl' import d. 

f black bituminous calcar('ou :hal :, u·h a hnve be 1 

mu hued for" patent l' ofillg,' t hrrc se m to be 110 limi 
to tb amount, oc 'lurillg 3: th y do, onstantly above No. 
3, 11 rally above 'No. 4 abundantly covcring "No. 5, 
formin a a cOl1~jc1erable part of thc roof of No.6, and ill(' 
roof of "No. ," so far as . ('en. 

I cannot conclude the I' 'P rt of the .. urv-'y of this C011lltV 

with ut rcturnillO' my hC:1rty thanl 's to the m'='ny eifizc ll~ 
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ihereof who htlv', in all case: whe n call 'd upon, re nder!.:' 1 
llIost e£Ii ·icn L a ::-i 'lance; but t hc:-:e are c ' pccially due ill 

William Gib:on E'g. of P err 'ville, for guidance alltl l"f'­

p 'ateJ R. s i ~tane in 111) attcml t to ascertain the truth f('­

~ ardinO" the di., tributi n of 1he fo·k in that part of 111(' 
e ll1nty, alld, ab \ c all to John Call tt, E 'q., of EuO"cnc, to 

\\ ho 'c [reg llcnt ho. pitali ty and can ·tant a istancc I ba ve 
bee n crreatly ind bt d from the day on which I fir t entered 

i II county until the prc 'cnt timc, hi s lettcrs having followed 
rn np, and 8uI plied the a casional "missing links" alway:; 

t( be ough t frill ·ornpleting the report of such work. 


	Pg102
	Pg103
	Pg104
	Pg105
	Pg106
	Pg107
	Pg108
	Pg109
	Pg110
	Pg111
	Pg112
	Pg113
	Pg114
	Pg115
	Pg116
	Pg117
	Pg118
	Pg119
	Pg120
	Pg121
	Pg122
	Pg123
	Pg124
	Pg125
	Pg126
	Pg127
	Pg128
	Pg129
	Pg130
	Pg131
	Pg132
	Pg133
	Pg134
	Pg135
	Pg136
	Pg137
	Pg138
	Pg139
	Pg140
	Pg141
	Pg142
	Pg143
	Pg144
	Pg145
	Pg146
	Pg147
	Pg148
	Pg149
	Pg150
	Pg151
	Pg152
	Pg153
	Pg154
	Pg155
	Pg156
	Pg157
	Pg158
	Pg159
	Pg160
	Pg161
	Pg162
	Pg163
	Pg164
	Pg165
	Pg166

